
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

INSPIRE 

(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationships. The purpose of 

these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each question. Once you feel like the 

group is ready, move onto the “Inspire” section.) 

 Have you ever helped a stranger in distress or been helped by a stranger? What happened? 

• What did God teach you during the message this weekend? Did anything in particular stand out? 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study. 

(Each question has a lot to unpack. Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to 

avoid filling the space with unnecessary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

 

1. Phil began his sermon with the end in mind, challenging us to view the subject through the lens of Jesus— Our Compassion 

Reflects Jesus’ Compassion. 

•  What do you think of when you hear “Good Samaritan?”  How is it different from the way the world might view this 

phrase?  Who would you nominate for a “Good Samaritan Award?” 

2. Read Luke 10:25-29.  Notice how the lawyer asks “What can I do to inherit eternal life?”  The lawyer’s working assumption is 

that eternal life is something he can earn, or in other words, he was operating under a works-based righteousness. 

 Is it common for us to ask the same question, “What can I do to inherit eternal life?”  

 Why or how do we easily get stuck in a works-based mindset? 

 Does the lawyer seem to think he has passed the test in verse 28?  How so? 

3. Read Luke 10:30-37. 

 Why does Jesus answer with a parable (story) instead of just giving him a straight answer? 

 How might one justify the actions of the priest and the Levite (see Leviticus 21:1-3; Numbers 19:11-22)?  What loopholes 

or excuses do we use to avoid helping others? 

 Jesus was faced with a similar predicament in Mark 3:1-6.  What did he do?  What did it ultimately cost Him? 

 Given the divisions between Jews and Samaritans (see John 4), it was very unlikely that a Jew would ever help a Samaritan 

or vice versa.  What point is Jesus making? 

 Describe some biases you have to overcome in order to follow Jesus’ command to love your neighbor. 

4. Phil said, “When we reflect the compassion of Christ, as the embodiment of Christ, it’s a compassion that transcends us.” 

 What do you think that means?  What does it mean to have a compassion bigger that us? 



EQUIP 

 

Application: 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. How can they live out what they take in? It is highly important that you 

go over this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success.) 

 

With whom would you most identify in this story? 

 The lawyer trying to find a loophole to justify his actions or inaction? 

 The victim of injustice who had a great need. 

 The clergymen who couldn’t take on the inconvenience of helping the one in need. 

 The Samaritan to showed compassion and mercy. 

 

If you had to call upon someone outside of your family at 3 o’clock in the morning because of a deep personal problem, on 

whom would you call?  Are there people in your life who wouldn’t hesitate to call upon you for help? 

Likely, these people are your friends.  We show compassion to those whom we love. 

In The Parable of the Good Samaritan, what is Jesus’ definition of true compassion? 

 

What steps can you take to reflect Jesus’ compassion? 

 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

Equip Your Mind: 

And He said to them, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 

great and first commandment. And the second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments 

depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40, ESV) 


