
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

Break the Ice:  (The purpose of these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each ques-

tion. You may even have a better question. Once you feel that the group is engaged, move on to the “Inspire” section.) 

 What is your favorite thing to do when you have a day off? 

 What did God teach you during the message this weekend? Did anything in particular stand out? 

Prayer:  Take some time to pray for God’s Spirit to speak to your group through His Word. 

INSPIRE 
(Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to avoid filling the space with unneces-

sary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

As a group, read John 5:16-5:47 out loud before you start. 

Before discussing this passage, it is important to reiterate that Jesus perfectly upheld the Law. When Jesus healed the lame man on 

the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders were greatly angered. They considered this to be more than improper; they saw this work as a 

challenge to their self-given authority and man-made rules. So, they started their campaign of harassment, but since they couldn't 

find fault in Him, they also started their false accusations and even tried to kill Him. 

1. When Jesus healed on the Sabbath, do you think he knew this would stir up the Jews? 

 Which do you think angered them more, that Jesus challenged their authority or that he claimed to be equal with God? 

2. The Jewish leaders were so focused on the Sabbath rules, that they missed the Lord of the Sabbath standing in front of them.  

 Has there ever been a time in your life when something caused you to miss Jesus when He was trying to get your attention? If 

so, what is it? 

3. Phil said, “Hypocrites hate the real thing; it shows them up.” 

 How can we avoid being hypocritical in our lives? 

 What comes to mind when you hear the word “rules” regarding God and/or the church? 

 Instead of being motivated to earn God’s favor or simply obey rules, what should inspire you to know, serve, and follow Him? 

4. What promise did Jesus make in John 5:24? How does this impact your life? 

5. Jesus provided five witnesses to prove that he is the Son of God (Himself, God the Father, John the Baptist, His works, and Scrip-

ture). 

 In your life, which of these witnesses carries more weight? 

 Who has been a positive witness in your relationship with Christ? 

6. C.S. Lewis said, “Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is mod-

erately important.” 

 Why it is not possible for Christianity to be only moderately important?  

 



EQUIP 

 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. It is highly important that you go over 

this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success. Set aside 15-20 minutes at the end of your study to go 

over this section.) 

In this passage, we learned that the religious leaders rejected Jesus because they didn’t want their reputation to suffer and they 

didn’t want to forfeit power and control. 

 Take some time to reflect over this and consider how we might be guilty of the same things. What prevents you from pursu-

ing Jesus whole-heartedly? 

 Identify an area of your life where you can let God intervene this week. Share with the group. 

Prayer: 

 Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

Equip Your Mind: 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, 

but has passed from death to life.” (John 5:24, ESV) 

Sermon Outline / Notes: 

(The following is Phil’s sermon outline. This is to be used as a refresher or to help those facilitators who missed the Sunday morn-

ing message.) 

Jesus defends his deity and credentials. 

A. Like Father, Life Son—Jesus does what the Father does, he sees what the Father sees, he breathes the same breath of life, and 

speaks the same declaration of judgment. 

B. Resurrection—Jesus raise the dead both physically and spiritually. 

C. Witnesses—Jesus builds his case further by citing witnesses attesting to His deity. 

1. Jesus, himself 

2. God, the Father 

3. John the Baptist 

4. Jesus’ works 

5. Scripture 

Conclusion:  Jesus forces a decision—Reject or Accept Him. 


