
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

INSPIRE 

(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationships. The purpose of 

these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each question. Once you feel like the 

group is ready, move onto the “Inspire” section.) 

• What is the most frightening thing you’ve ever had to do? 

• What did God teach you during the message this weekend? Did anything in particular stand out? 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study. 

(Each question has a lot to unpack. Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to 

avoid filling the space with unnecessary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

1. Phil suggested some excuses why people are hesitant to share their faith (not a Bible expert, fear of rejection, not mature, as-

sume God will ultimately save everyone, don’t care, and it’s optional). 

 Are there other excuses you’ve heard?  Which excuse(s) have you used to justify not sharing your faith? 

2. Read John 17 (yes, the whole chapter).  This is Jesus praying for His Church just before his arrest and crucifixion.  Jesus is pray-

ing to God for you and me.  To be on mission means to be sent — You, as a believer are sent!  You are sent to show and tell 

others about Jesus.  

 When it comes to sharing your faith with others, would you rather show them or tell them?  What is the difference?  Is 

one better than the other?  Easier? 

3. To be on mission is to live for a cause that’s bigger than your life and more important than your own comfort. 

 How does the mission of Christ challenge your comfort zones? 

 Share a time in your life when your comfort trumped Christ’s mission or Christ’s mission trumped your comfort. 

4. A lack of joy in life is often due to a lack of purpose and mission. 

 Do you agree or disagree with that statement? 

 How can carrying out the mission of Christ in your life bring you greater joy? 

5. Read Matthew 28:16-20.  To make disciples is to lead new believers to maturity so that they understand and follow Jesus and 

eventually lead others to do the same.  You have been commissioned, uniquely gifted, equipped, and placed in this world and 

in this Church to make disciples. 

 Do you have a desire or a passion to carry out this mission?  Discuss. 

 Do you feel equipped to carry out this mission?  Why or why not?  What do you need in order to be fully equipped to carry 

out this mission? 

6. Sharing Jesus with others can get difficult and messy.  Phil said, “You can choose the path that demands no faith, has low risk, 

and requires minimal sacrifice, but no one wants to go see a movie called ‘Mission: Not So Difficult’.” 

 What do you think Jesus means by saying “I am with you”? 

 How does the promise of verse 20 help you fulfill The Great Commission to “go and make disciples”? 

 



EQUIP 

 

Application: 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. How can they live out what they take in? 

It is highly important that you go over this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success.) 

 

A disciple is a learner, but more than a mere pupil.  It is a student who “buys in” to what is being taught.  The disciple imitates “the 

way and life” of the teacher. 

Being a disciple doesn’t mean that you have all your stuff together, but that in Christ, you are moving towards maturity, allowing 

your life to be transformed into his likeness. 

What are you personally doing to grow in your maturity in Christ? 

 

The Church doesn’t have a mission as much as God’s mission has a Church.  The triune God is a missionary God.  The church has a 

mission because God has a mission.  The role of the church is to participate in the mission of God.  We should always have a heart 

for those who are outside of Christ.  Our hearts need to be broken over those who do not know Jesus.  

What action steps can you take to reach out to those who are outside of Christ? 

 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

Equip Your Mind: 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:19-20, ESV) 


