
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

INSPIRE 

(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationships. The purpose of 

these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each question. Once you feel like the 

group is ready, move onto the “Inspire” section.) 

• Discuss the first time you can remember someone sharing Jesus with you. 

• What did God teach you during the message this weekend? Did anything in particular stand out? 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study. 

(Each question has a lot to unpack. Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to 

avoid filling the space with unnecessary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

 

1. As a group, discuss your thoughts on the purpose of the church.  What key ingredients do you look for in a church? 

2. Phil said, “Our idea of what the church is to be like usually comes from our personal experience going to church.” 

 What are some church traditions that have shaped your idea of the church?  How well do these traditions match up with 

Scripture?   

3. Every church should acknowledge God’s authority, love Jesus, teach salvation by grace, and preach from the Bible.  We should 

not want to be a part of a church that simply caters to our needs and preferences. Instead, we need a church that challenges 

us to grow towards maturity in Christ, go and tell others about Christ, and live for Christ.  Our salvation is not dependent upon 

our involvement, attendance, or connection to a church, but our discipleship is. 

 Personally, what are the important essentials that help you grow in maturity in Christ? 

4. Read 2 Timothy 4:1-2.  Biblical preaching should correct and encourage us simultaneously. 

 Discuss a time when biblical preaching both corrected and encouraged you at the same time.  What life change resulted 

from that? 

5. Read 2 Timothy 4:3-8. 

 When you read verse 7, does anyone from your own life come to mind?  Who?  What is his or her character like? 

 What changes need to take place in your life to be the kind of person that people think of when they read this verse? 

6. Read Matthew 4:4.  Biblical preaching should shape our view of God and his creation (it should lead us to a Biblical world-

view).  Preaching is giving a voice to what God wants said with clarity, passion, and authority. 

 What other influences are there in your life that influence your world-view?  What do they say about God? 

 How can the church do better at proclaiming the Good News to the world? 

7. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13.  The business of preaching is to make biblical knowledge come to life.  The goal is to read the pas-

sage, unpack what is being said, and reveal why it matters. 

 Do you have a strong desire to be in God’s Word? Why or why not? 



EQUIP 

 

Application: 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. How can they live out what they take in? 

It is highly important that you go over this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success.) 

 

We don’t worship to get us ready for preaching.  We preach the Word to make us better worshipers.  Our sermons every week 

must be focused on the message that God loves and uses broken, imperfect people, and that they can be saved from their sins and 

find the hope of eternal life through faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:20-21.  

 Do you worship God on a daily basis by living out this out? 

 What action steps do you need to take in your life to become a better worshiper? 

 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

Equip Your Mind: 

“As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 

(2 Timothy 4:5, ESV) 


