
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

INSPIRE 

(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationships. The purpose of 

these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each question. Once you feel like the 

group is ready, move onto the “Inspire” section.) 

 If you had a year’s salary to give away, what would you do and for whom? 

 When you want to give a special gift to someone you love, which criteria do you generally go with? 

 Totally frivolous ......................................................................................................................................... Very practical 

 Something I like ................................................................................................................ Something he/she would like 

 Expensive ................................................................................................................................. Inexpensive, but creative 

 Something useful ............................................................................................................................... Something adored 

 Responding to a current need ............................................................................................... Anticipating a future need 

 What did God teach you during the message this weekend? Did anything in particular stand out? 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study. 

(Each question has a lot to unpack. Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to 

avoid filling the space with unnecessary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

 

1. Read Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, and John 12:1-8. 

 Why do you think the narratives are slightly different? 

 Are the differences contradictory or complimentary?  Explain. 

2. How did the disciples react to Mary’s extravagance?  (Mt 26:8-9; Mk 14:4-5; Jn 12:4-5) 

 The word “indignant” means to “feel a violent irritation, physically.” Have you ever grieved or been so angry and upset 

that you wanted to do something violent (e.g. punch a wall)?  Share such a time. 

 Except for Judas, does the disciples’ response seem reasonable and well-intentioned? 

3. Given the value of the perfume (one year’s salary), what would have been your initial thought as you watched her pour it all 

out: 

a. Thoughtful, but misguided? c. Wasteful, no buts about it 

b. Tasteful, but extravagant? d. Worshipful to the nth degree? 

4. What was Jesus’ response? (Mt 26:10-12; Mk 14:6-8; Jn 12:7-8) 

5. What do you think Jesus was really saying when he defended the action of Mary? 

a. Extravagance is okay d. Don’t worry about it 

b. Her motive made it okay  e. Don’t judge another’s motives 

c. She gets me  f. Worship can’t be measured 



EQUIP 

 

Application: 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. How can they live out what they take in? It is highly important that you 

go over this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success.) 

 

If you had to choose between giving Jesus a year’s salary or a full year’s time, which would you choose?  What would you with 

the money or one year of time? 

 

What “beautiful” thing could you do this week for Jesus (or “the least of these”)? 

 

What could you do for Jesus this week that some might see as wasteful? 

 

 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

 

Equip Your Mind: 

And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them and said, “Each of you drink from it, for this is my 

blood, which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many.” 

(Matthew 26:27-28, NLT) 


