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Scripture references for elders and deacons.  (NIV translation) 

 

Acts 6:1-7 

The Choosing of the Seven 
6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews[a] among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be 

right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and 

sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. 

We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the 

ministry of the word.”  5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full 

of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas 

from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and 

laid their hands on them.  7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

 

I Timothy 3:8-10 
8 In the same way, deacons[a] are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, 

and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear 

conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve 

as deacons. 

 

Footnotes:  1 Timothy 3:8 The word deacons refers here to Christians designated to serve with the 
overseers/elders of the church in a variety of ways; similarly in verse 12; and in Romans 16:1 and Phil. 
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I Timothy 3:1-7 

 

Qualifications for Overseers and Deacons 

3 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the 

overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 

a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and 

he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his 

own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may 

become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good 

reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12 
12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who 

care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love 

because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 

 

Acts 15:1-35 

The Council at Jerusalem 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27103a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Tim+3%3A8-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29740a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Tim+3%3A8-10&version=NIV#en-NIV-29740
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1Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you 

are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought 

Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were 

appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders 

about this question. 3 The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia 

and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the believers 

very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles 

and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them.  5 Then some of the 

believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be 

circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”  6 The apostles and elders met to consider 

this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know 

that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the 

message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by 

giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and 

them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on 

the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We 

believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”  12 The whole 

assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and wonders 

God had done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, James spoke up. 

“Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 14 Simon has described to us how God first intervened to 

choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The words of the prophets are in agreement 

with this, as it is written: 
16 “‘After this I will return 

    and rebuild David’s fallen tent. 

Its ruins I will rebuild, 

    and I will restore it, 
17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 

    even all the Gentiles who bear my name, 

says the Lord, who does these things’— 
18     things known from long ago. 

19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are 

turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by 

idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 21 For the law 

of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on 

every Sabbath.” 

 

The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers 
22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men 

and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and 

Silas, men who were leaders among the believers. 23 With them they sent the following letter: 

The apostles and elders, your brothers, 

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: 

Greetings. 
24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, 

troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all agreed to choose some men and send 

them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— 26 men who have risked their lives 
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for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to 

confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 

us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: 29 You are to 

abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and 

from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. 

Farewell. 
30 So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together 

and delivered the letter. 31 The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. 32 Judas 

and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the believers. 
33 After spending some time there, they were sent off by the believers with the blessing of peace 

to return to those who had sent them. [34]  35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where 

they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord. 

 

Acts 20:28-31 
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. 

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I 

leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your 

own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So 

be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and 

day with tears. 

 

I Peter 5:2-7 
2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you 

must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but 

eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And 

when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe 

yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 

“God opposes the proud 

    but shows favor to the humble.” 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 
7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

  

Titus 1:5-9 
Appointing Elders Who Love What Is Good 
5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and 

appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, 

a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 
7 Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not 

quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he 

must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 

disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can 

encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

 

James 5:14 
14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint 

them with oil in the name of the Lord. 
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Acts 11:29-30 
29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living 

in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

 

Hebrews 13:17 
17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 

that would be of no benefit to you. 

 

Acts 20:28 
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. 

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 

 

1 Timothy 5:17-21 
17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially 

those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it 

is treading out the grain,”[a] and “The worker deserves his wages.”[b] 19 Do not entertain an 

accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders who 

are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 21 I charge 

you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without 

partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.  22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and 

do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure. 


