


 

Pastor Jody 

WE ARE THE CHURCH 
 
Church is the English translation of the Greek word ekklesia. The use of the Greek term prior to the emer-
gence of the Christian church is important as two streams of meaning flow from the history of its usage into 
the New Testament understanding of church. 
 
The Holman Bible Dictionary, in its article "Church," explains the background of the word church (emphasis 
added throughout): 
"Church is the English translation of the Greek word ekklesia. The use of the Greek term prior to the emer-
gence of the Christian church is important as two streams of meaning flow from the history of its usage into 
the New Testament understanding of church. 
 
"First, the Greek term which basically means 'called out' was commonly used to indicate an assembly of citi-
zens of a Greek city and is so used in Acts 19:32, 39. The citizens who were quite conscious of their privi-
leged status over against slaves and noncitizens were called to the assembly by a herald and dealt . . . with 
matters of common concern. When the early Christians understood themselves as constituting a church, no 
doubt exists that they perceived themselves as called out by God in Jesus Christ for a special purpose and 
that their status was a privileged one in Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:19). 
 
"Second, the Greek term was used more than one hundred times in the Greek translation of the Old Testa-
ment in common use in the time of Jesus. The Hebrew term (qahal) meant simply 'assembly' and could be 
used in a variety of ways, referring for example to an assembling of prophets (1 Sam. 19:20), soldiers (Num. 
22:4), or the people of God (Deut. 9:10). The use of the term in the Old Testament in referring to the people 
of God is important for understanding the term 'church' in the New Testament. 
 
"The first Christians were [mostly] Jews who used the Greek translation of the Old Testament. For them to 
use a self-designation that was common in the Old Testament for the people of God reveals their under-
standing of the continuity that links the Old and New Testaments. The early Christians understood them-
selves as the people of the God who had revealed Himself in the Old Testament (Heb. 1:1-2), as the true 
children of Israel (Rom. 2:28-29) with Abraham as their father (Rom. 4:1-25), and as the people of the New 
Covenant prophesied in the Old Testament (Heb. 8:1-13). 
 
"As a consequence of this broad background of meaning in the Greek and Old Testament worlds, the term 
'church' is used in the New Testament of a local congregation of called-out Christians, such as the 'church of 
God which is at Corinth' (1 Cor. 1:2), and also of the entire people of God, such as in the affirmation that 
Christ is 'the head over all things to the church, which is his body' (Eph. 1:22-23)." 
 
This is important to understand as we launch a new sermon series called “We Are the Church.” I hope you’ll 
join us over the next few weeks as we learn about our calling as God’s people. 



A Note from the Preschool 
 

Church Family,   
 
Our preschoolers are moving right along.  They are learning new 
concepts and becoming more independent each day.  One of the 
biggest challenges for preschoolers who are new to school is sepa-
rating from mom and dad.  They are also learning to deal with 
their big emotions and learning to share.   
 
Our classes will be starting a butterfly garden that we will use as a 
learning tool for the whole year.  We are excited about all the ex-
periences that the kiddos will be able to see – from growing vege-
tables to the life cycle of the butterfly.   
 
We are so blessed to have Mr. Adam come share God’s love 
though chapel and reading with the classes.   
 
In the fall, we have two great events for our preschool students 
and families.  During our Fall Festival (Oct. 24 and 25), the stu-
dents play games to win small prizes and feed carrots to a pretend 
horse.  Our Living Thanksgiving (Nov 21 and 22) gives students 
the opportunity to make soap, make and taste butter, wash clothes 
on an old wash board and learn the story of the pilgrims through 
play.  We can always use extra hands to help and would love for 
the church family to come enjoy these mornings with us.  Please 
call the preschool at 949-8717 to get more details about helping. 
   

Mark your calendars for the 
Annual Preschool Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction. 

Friday, November 1st  5:30-7:30 
 

Blessings, 

Danielle 







Our local homeless need 
YOU! 

Do you want to join a 
Faith in Action Street 

Ministry team? Do you 
know someone who 

does? 
Week One team  

desperately needs more 
helping hands!! 



October 28 
 

We will be collecting new 

Teddy bears to deliver to 

our Lutz CC family that are 

in the hospital/hospice! 

You can drop off bears  

anytime to the church  

office before October 28! 

No holiday bears, please. 



 

 

 

 

 

We will continue the EVERY FRIDAY WORK DAYS 8 AM - 10 AM. We will also 
have two or more GARDEN BEAUTIFICATION/REJUVENATION DAYS. Look for 

the announcements of exact  Saturdays in the LCC weekly e-mail and               
announcements at Sunday Services, and we look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

Peace, 

Ardell O’Neal 



Tyler Tindall 10/1 

Bill Kaufmann 10/5 

Katie DAniels 10/7 

John JR Babbitt 10/9 

Bonnie Olson 10/10 

Alexis Balic 10/12 

Tom English 10/13 

Vernon Leyde 10/15 

Antonio Rivera 10/16 

Kika Konga 10/19 

Colton Moon 10/19 

Josh Raines 10/20 

Glenda Himes 10/22 

Laurie Raines 10/25 

Allen Gezelman 10/31 

Denisa Varda 10/31 

 SEPTEMBER 

 Nancy & John Ferguson 10/14 

Jerry & Ellie Karp 10/15 

Michael & Susie Zern 10/20 



lutzcc 

Check out what’s going on around the 
church with our live time calendar!  

 
http://lutzcommunitychurch.org/calendar 


