


 

 
The Marks of a Christian 

 
Who’s in and who’s out? That seems to be a major concern in the Christian community these days. And I really can’t 
say that any side is immune. And, certainly, this is nothing new. It goes all the way back to the 1st century when the 
Apostles were arguing over whether or not you had to be Jewish before you could become a Christian. Today, politics 
is one major area where I see Christians pointing fingers at one another. Many believe that one party is so bound to-
gether with Christianity, that if you are not in that party, then you can’t be a Christian. There are other areas as well. 
Can you drink and be a Christian? Can you believe in evolution and be a Christian? Can you be gay and be a Christian? 
Do you have to believe a certain theology to be a Christian? Does a Christian have to speak in tongues? Just to name a 
few.  
 
It’s interesting to me that Jesus did give us a criterion for determining who is truly a Christian. Jesus said if we are real-
ly following Him, you will know it by our love (John 13:35). It’s that simple. Earlier He had said that there are two great 
commandments, to love God and love our neighbor (Mark 12:30-31). It seems to me that love is pretty important to 
Jesus. Notice, He never said, “They will know you are my disciples by your doctrine.” He never said, “They will know 
you are my disciples by your politics.” He never said, “They will know you are my disciples by the way you dress, or 
wear your hair, or by the music you listen to.” He said, “They will know you are my disciples by your love.” 
 
But people have so many different definitions of love. How can we know if we are loving or not? It’s a shame Scripture 
doesn’t tell us what love is. Oh, wait. It does. 1 Corinthians 13 has an exhaustive definition of the type of love Jesus is 
calling us to. It even starts off by telling us that all of these other things are not the marks of a true Christian. It 
says:  “If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cym-
bal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body 
so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). Tounges without love is just noise. 
Prophecies, theological knowledge, even faith without love is nothing. Generosity and social justice without love is 
gainless. Love is what matters. 
 
So, what is love? “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). Let’s look at these one at a time. 
 

· Love is patient. This means the person who loves is not rushed, nor are they easily upset. A person who is pa-
tient sees a person with challenges and doesn’t write them off.  

· Love is kind. The Golden Rule applies here. Treat others the way you would like to be treated. And do we ever 
need more kindness in this world. Be polite. Be fair. Help one another.  

 
· Love is not envious. Don’t be jealous of what others have or have achieved. Be happy for them. 

 
· Love is not boastful. This is just the opposite of envious. Remember that everything you have is by the grace of 

God. 
 

· Love is not arrogant. Don’t think you are better than someone else. Don’t think you are too good to hang out 
with someone. Don’t think your sins are less harmful than someone else’s. Don’t judge. 

 
· Love is not rude. Try not to offend. Think of others’ feelings.  

 
· Love does not insist on its own way. It’s ok to compromise. We’re not doing a very good job on this one.  

 
 
 



 

Pastor Jody 

 Love is not irritable. This one goes back to patience. A person who is loving does not have a short fuse. 
 

· Love is not resentful. Don’t get mad when things don’t go your way. Sometimes we win and sometimes we 
lose. Don’t hold grudges. Forgive and move on. 

 
· Love does not rejoice in wrongdoings, but rejoices in the truth. Try to make the world a better place. Try to 

help people live better lives. If you see someone walking down a road that will lead to pain and destruction, 
let them know. This includes issues of social justice as well. Love means that we can’t see the injustices in our 
world and sit back and do nothing about it. 

 
· Love bears all things. A loving person does not pass the buck. A loving person takes responsibility and helps 

make things right. 
 

· Love believes all things. Now, this does not mean that a loving person is gullible, but that a loving person 
looks for the best. A person who is loving is not looking for ways to pull others down, but build them up. Paul 
said in Philippians 4:8, “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything wor-
thy of praise, think about these things.” Look for the best in yourself and others. 

 
· Love hopes all things. Be an optimist. Christians should have the most hope and be the most positive people 

in the world.  
 

· Love endures all things. True love cannot be lost. A loving person does not stop loving and living by love, no 
matter what happens. 

 
This is what the world needs. This is what we are supposed to be. We shouldn’t be divided, but unified in love. Sure, 
we can have disagreements over politics and points of theology, but that shouldn’t diminish our love. At the same 
time, we can have what we believe are the correct politics or theologies, but if we are not being motivated by love, 
then are we really following Christ? Love is unconditional and focused more on the needs of others than ourselves. 
Jesus told us that the greatest example of love is to lay down your life for others. That doesn’t mean you have to die 
as He did, but that your wants and desires are secondary to the needs of others.  
 
This is love. This is a Christian. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Note from the 

Preschool  
 

 
We give thanks every day for all the wonderful blessings that 

God has provide to us.   We are able to share God’s love with our 
students every day and teach them the importance of kindness 
and forgiveness.    

The preschool doors are always open to our Lutz Community 
Church family.  You are welcome to come by and see the great 
work we do.  Volunteers are always needed if you want to help 
out in the classroom or with one of our special events throughout 
the year.  Our Living Thanksgiving at the end of the month gives 
the students a chance to make butter and soap, milk a pretend 
cow, go on a brave walk, and sail on the Mayflower.  We also have 
a beautiful garden growing near the big playground.  The children 
are weeding, watering and watching the plants grow each day.   

As you pray this November, thank God for all the glory in your 
life and ask him to continue watching over the families of the pre-
school.   

 
Blessings, 
Danielle Volinsky 





Our local homeless need 
YOU! 

Do you want to join a 
Faith in Action Street 

Ministry team? Do you 
know someone who 

does? 
Week One team  

desperately needs more 
helping hands!! 





 

 

 

 

 

We will continue the EVERY FRIDAY WORK DAYS 8 AM - 10 AM. We will also 
have two or more GARDEN BEAUTIFICATION/REJUVENATION DAYS. Look for 

the announcements of exact  Saturdays in the LCC weekly e-mail and               
announcements at Sunday Services, and we look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

Peace, 

Ardell O’Neal 



Alison Cagle 11/4 

Eric Kopp 11/5 

Janet Moose 11/6 

Gaylene McKewen 11/7 

Carolyn Hash 11/10 

Steven Miller 11/10 

Andrea Polzin 11/10 

Jane Thompson 11/10 

 Brett Bauer 11/11 

Rachel Brashear 11/13 

Denise Harrison 11/15 

Kathy McCarthy 11/16 

Janet Hawkins 11/17 

Alicia Shanks 11/17 

Henry Randles 11/20 

Sarah Whitmore 11/21 

Chris Knapp 11/23 

Andrew Ross 11/24 

Denise Blaikie 11/25 

Dick Deem 11/25 

Andrew Mallory 11/26 

 

Anniversaries:  
Princess & Cosmo Layne  



lutzcc 

Check out what’s going on around the 
church with our live time calendar!  

 
http://lutzcommunitychurch.org/calendar 


