
Faith in Action
Newsletter

Volume 2020 - 1
Street Ministry Grab & Grow

God is love.  Whoever lives in love, lives in God and God 
in him.      1 John 4:16

The COVID-19 virus has certainly changed our approach 
to weekly ministry. Instead of focusing on providing hot, 
fresh food to our guests, social distancing and masks have 
required us to morph to Grab and Go providing sandwich-
es, fruit cups, snacks, water, and a variety of prepackaged 
meats and other food items. The Faith in Action Ministry 
has included more 100 volunteers from the church, Pre-
school and community, serving thousands of meals. But 
the real benefit is the relationships that we have formed 
with those guests and the ability to demonstrate the love 
of Christ in a harsh world and society.

Now, as the pandemic continues to impact all of the 
church’s ministries showing no sign of letting up in the 
foreseeable future, God is challenging us to more service 
- hence Grab & Grow!

Our guests arrive either on foot or bicycle so we are pro-
viding them with backpacks that will allow us to Grow 
the amount of food we can provide from a single meal or 
day’s worth of food to food for multiple days.  

A typical offering using the backpack:
Sandwiches
Granola bars
Fruit cups
Bottles of water
Snacks & cookies/crackers
Napkins, spoons & forks
Hand sanitizer
Disposable face masks

...I will show you my Faith by my deeds.  James 2:18

The Church has Left the Building!

See page two for information on how to join/help!

FIA Street Ministry in a Pandemic
Experience is a good teacher.  When Covid-19 came upon 
us in March we were forced to shut down our Street Min-
istry over concern for the spread of the most contagious 
virus this country has seem in more than 100 years.  Back 
then we thought maybe we would suspend for a short 
time and be back with our full ministry in a few weeks.  
God had other plans, however.

In response to these opportunities for service God has 
given  us we are being challenged to Evangelism, Prayer, 
Hope, Discipleship, Love, Friendship, and Food with our 
guests creating new and different relationships between 
our volunteers and those we serve.  It’s the new normal.  
And, unless this virus dies off, the new normal has be-
come a Street Ministry of Grab and Go for the foresee-
able future.  Our job as Christians, called to serve, is to 
adapt to what God has given us and develop ways to con-
tinue that service.  And that is just what a group of our 
Street Ministry volunteers have done.

The Knapps and Herlines head up a group of community 
volunteers that have developed an effective and efficient 
no contact Grab and Go system for distributing food to 
those guests that are willing to abide by the CDC guide-
lines. The group has a 4 month record of successfully dis-
tributing food without problems.  Here is how it works:

The food packages, primarily non-perishable food items, 
sandwiches and purchased pizza packaged into sealed zip 
lock bags (packaged under Department of Health guide-
lines), bottled water, fruit cups, snacks, napkins, fork, 
spoon, and a Bible verse are prepackaged in a disposable 
grocery bag for distribution.

Guests are required to maintain social distancing and wear 
masks before the food distribution begins. The packages 
are placed one at a time on a table.  Each guest is invit-
ed to approach the table, use hand sanitizer, remove the 
bag and then leave.  Only one bag is set on the table at a 
time providing the proper distancing required to maintain 
safety for both the volunteers and guests.

Other possible Inclusions:
Peanut Butter Cups
Jelly Cups
Bread Slices
Vienna Sausages
Vegetables
Toiletries
Other



Sounds Great!
How Can I Get Involved?

Getting involved in the FIA Street Ministry is easy!

Needs fall into five categories - choose any or all:
1)   Directly Serving our Guests on Site

2)   Preparing the Backpacks and distribution bags
       

3)   Making Sandwiches and/or other packages

4)   Donating needed items for distribution

5)   Donate money to Faith in Action

OK, I’m excited! Who do I contact?

Mark & Shirley Knapp
marc.j.knapp@gmail.com  813-713-2395
shirleywknapp@gmail.com 813-505-3530

Buster & Debbie Herline
CecilHHJr@hotmail.com 813-817-0249
debbieclk@verizon.net 813-407-0852

Alayne & Chuck Berkins
arberkins@gmail.com  813-220-9609
ccberkins@gmail.com 813-240-0239

Special Thanks to Publix Supermarkets and Bombas 
Sock Co. and all of you for such generous donations.

Approved Items for Donation
The following items are needed for Backpacks:
Vienna Sausages
Canned tuna (small size)
Granola Bars & Fruit Bars - any type or flavor
Fruit Cups & Apple sauce cups (no large containers)
Peanut Butter cups (no large containers)
Jelly cups - individual packets (no large containers)
Fruit Snack packs
Veggie Snack packs
Cereal - individual servings
Nuts, Crackers & Chips - Single serving packets
Trail Mix & Jerky
Store packaged cookies
Small cans of Vegetables, preferably tab opening
Sandwich bread - white
Mustard & Mayo packets - individual serving size
Dessert items packaged like Debbie cakes or halos
Bottles of water - 8 oz, 16 oz or 20 oz. (no large sizes)
Selected toiletries - deodorant, toothpaste, men’s safety
  razors, liquid soap
Plastic grocery bags & disposable face masks

Other Faith in Action Ministries
Christian Social Services
Tims Church is a major partner in the CSS church co-
alition.  CSS runs on donations of volunteers, food, 
clothing and money.  Support this ministry by:
Donate clothing and household items to sell in the CSS 
store or for direct use by those in need.  Volunteer your 
time to help.  Or donate money.  Contact:
Linda Shanks  llwshanks@gmail.com   813-394-1363

Mustard Seed Garden
Did you know? The Mustard Seed has donated 100’s of 
pounds of fresh food to CSS and the Homeless ministry.  
This is a ministry of the Heart!  If you are interested in 
gardening or just want to learn more contact:
Ardell O’Neal:  813-949-2412

Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Preparation & Response to Disaster.  Ask about the new 
Commuter Volunteer Program that allows you to vol-
unteer on a day trip basis and return home at night.

Alayne Berkins  arberkins@gmail.com  813-220-9609
Chuck Berkins   ccberkins@gmail.com   813-240-0239

People don’t come to church, people are the church!

If you are comfortable with Masks and Social 
Distancing and want to serve directly to those 
in need this is for you!  This option uses CDC 
guidelines with no direct, personal contact.

Each week the food and other offerings need to 
be prepared for distribution, packing the items 
into the Backpacks and/or bags. This could be 
done at home and delivered to Tomlinson.

Making Sandwiches and/or packaging other 
food items such as pieces of bread into zip lock 
bags for inclusion in the Backpacks.  This could 
be done at home and delivered to Tomlinson.  
This option requires strict adherence to health 
and food handling protocols using masks and 
gloves in a sanitized work space.  Directions 
will be provided.

Donating items for inclusion in the Backpacks 
is a critical need.  Donate items from the item 
list in the next column and deliver them at spec-
ified times, contact free, to Tomlinson.  People 
will be available to process the items and see 
that they are properly stored.  Call or email for 
delivery times and dates.

Ministries can always use additional funds.


