
5BELIEFS
OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION
THAT LED TO THE REDISCOVERY OF THE GOSPEL

SOLA SCRIPTURA

SOLA GRATIA

SOLA FIDE

SOLUS CHRISTUS

SOLI DEO GLORIA

Scripture alone, not tradition or human authority, 
is our authority for faith and life.

Salvation is the work of God, by His grace alone, 
not by our efforts to merit His favor.

We are forgiven and declared righteous before 
God through our faith alone, not through works.

Christ alone, not the church hierarchy, is the 
mediator between God and Man.

Our chief purpose in life is to glorify God alone.



1517
As a monk and professor of theology at 
the University of Wittenberg, Martin 
Luther rediscovered gospel truths from 
the book of Romans, and spoke out 
against church abuses and corruption. On 
October 31, 1517, Luther nails a document 
of 95 statements, with his ideas about the 
authority of Scripture and justification, on 
the door of the Castle Church. By aid of 
the newly invented printing press, the 
document spread through Germany in 2 
weeks, and through Europe in 2 months.

The Roman Catho-
lic Church had been 
plagued with corruption and abuse, 
including moral decay, illiterate priests, 
money paid to monks by politicians, child 
bishops, manipulative fund-raising, and 
unbiblical beliefs..

1521

In the city of Worms, Germany, the estates of 
the Holy Roman Empire assembled to 
examine Luther. The Church condemned 
him as a heretic and criminal, with Emperor 
Charles V presiding. Luther flees and goes 
into hiding at the Wartburg Castle, under the 
protection of Frederick III, Elector of Saxony. 
There, he translated the New Testament into 
German. By 1527, he writes A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God, and numerous other hymns, 
inspiring even J.S. Bach in his chorales. By 
1534, he had translated the entire Bible. 

1527

Menno Simons and other 
leaders bring a more 

radical reformation to 
parts of Germany, 
rejecting infant 
baptism, and resulting 
in the Anabaptist 
movement. This 
movement led to the 
start of Mennonite, 
Quaker, Brethren, and 

Amish churches. 

1534 Protestantism was declared 
illegal in France. Under threat of 

persecution, Protestants flee to the 
Netherlands.

1536
Lawyer John Calvin 
writes Institutes of the 
Christian Religion at age 
25, and starts the 
Reformed Church in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

1539
King Henry VIII 
creates the Church of 
England, and the 
Reformers persuade 
him to publish an 
English Bible.

John Knox, a disciple 
of John Calvin, brings 

the Reformation to 
Scotland, later starting 

the Presbyterian 
churches.

1600’s
The 
movement of returning to the 
Bible, and centering on Jesus Christ, had 
spread and dominated half of Europe. The 
first colonists who arrived in North America 
were Protestants, such as the Reformed 
Christians who settled in New York, the 
Quakers in Pennsylvania, and the Puritans in 
Rhode Island. In the 1700’s, revival came to 
the 13 colonies and England, involving 
leaders such as John 
and Charles Wesley, 
Jonathan Edwards, 
and George 
Whitefield. By the 
start of the 1800’s, 
Protestants would 
start a world 
movement – the era 
of modern Protestant 
missions.

1560

1500’s
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