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In the last two months, we have been asked to    
distribute envelopes for Catholic Charities and 
Catholic Mission, along with the other special      
collections. I wonder, at times, how much more of 
this burden our parishioners can take. 
 

We all know that in the Adelaide Hills Catholic    
Parish, we are losing many generous benefactors 
who have long contributed immensely – not only to 
the parish but also to all other charities.   
 

One parishioner who has since passed away used 
to donate their entire pension to various charities.  
Unfortunately, this is not being replaced by new 
generous benefactors. The numbers of people    
attending our weekend Masses is also dwindling. 
Every parishioner that passes away is not replaced, 
even by their own family members – and many who 
come to church have their own financial problems 
and find it hard to donate.  
 

It is already a struggle to find new parishioners to 
become part of the Second Collection commitment, 
so imagine the response when they are asked to 

donate to these charities and other special          
collections throughout the year.  
 

While this is a reality, it is not the entire story. As 
Christians who believe in the Providence of God, 
we need to look at the other side of the coin. We 
need to remind people that they need to not only 
thank God for all that he has provided us but listen 
to His call for us to share what we have with others.  
 

Sometimes, we just shut our eyes and close our 
ears to the call to be generous. I firmly believe that 
every time I have been generous, God has always 
been more generous to me.  
 

His providence has never failed me. If my concern 
is always looking at the bank account and hoarding 
for the future, I cannot be open to be generous to 
others. I have personal experience of people who 
have purchased items that they will probably       
seldom if ever use. The purchase was mostly to 
satisfy their desire to have a full wardrobe of clothes 
or a shed full of tools.  
     Continued on page 2 
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Yes, I believe in God’s providence 
By Fr Fred 
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A Jubilarians Mass at St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral 
on the evening of Wednesday 16 September 2026 
celebrated the jubilees of ordained priests in the 
Archdiocese of Adelaide, among them Fr Fred, who 
recently celebrated his 40th year of ordination. 
 

The Mass was very well attended, with members of 
our parish in attendance outnumbering those of  
other parishes. Five priests celebrated 25 years of 
service, another four 30 years, two (including Fr 
Fred) 40 years and two a whopping 60 years! 
 

After the homily from Archbishop Patrick O'Regan, 

we witnessed a renewal of priestly service by all the 
priests who were present. The Archbishop then  
addressed the congregation, calling on us to pray 
for our priests.  
 

“Ask the Lord to bless them with the fullness of his 
love, to help them be faithful ministers of Christ the 
High Priest so that they will be able to lead you to 
Him, the fountain of salvation," he said.  
 

All present felt privileged to have witnessed what 
was a joyous occasion, and we feel truly blessed to 
have Fr Fred with us as our servant in Christ.  

 

Volunteer work does not replace charity.  
 

I was always taught to be generous and trust in 
God’s providence. My mother never refused       
anyone who, during my childhood, would knock on 
our door begging for charity. Every penny was    
important to maintain a family of six, but she still 
gave that penny to charity. And God’s providence 
never abandoned us!  
 

I am proud that many parishioners understand this 
principle and, in addition to the volunteer work they 
do, they are still charitable people.  
 

I thank God that I had the opportunity to touch, feel 
and watch what it means to be poor, to have    
nothing, living in extreme poverty and not even 
knowing what they might eat every day. 
 

To add something interesting to this story, when I 
set off on my missionary experience, we all had to 
find our own ways to cover the expenses involved. 

There were three of us, all looking for airfares, 
pocket money, etc.  
 

At first, it felt so difficult to achieve, but I kept my 
faith in God’s providence. We did our best, hosting 
a market stall, running lotteries and the like, but still 
we fell short of the target. Then, one morning, a 
businessman heard of our fundraising activities and 
paid for all three airfares.  
 

Although the people we went on to serve as      
missionaries had literally nothing, they always    
retained a belief in the providence of God, which I 
believe came from the generosity of others.   
 

What a difference it made when a generous      
benefactor gave me $600 to send to Fr Gerard, 
who runs a breakfast kitchen in Pakistan, feeding 
hundreds of kids who come to school hungry every 
day.  
 

I write this article only as a reflection, but with a 
strong conviction that I always trust in God’s     
providence – and every time I have been generous, 
he has been more generous to me where charity 
has been concerned. 

Parishioners join Fr Fred at anniversary of ordination celebration 
By Debbie Somers 

Continued from page 1 
 

Believing in providence                     

Fr Fred, Archbishop Patrick O’Regan and Adelaide Hills parishioners celebrate the occasion 
 

              Photo: Jane van Mierle 



 

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as Chair of 
the Adelaide Hills Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
and thought I would take a moment to introduce   
myself to those who might not know me. 
 

I moved from South Africa to Australia in 2010 and 
am married to Nolan, whom you may recognise as a 
reader and Eucharistic Minister at our Bridgewater 
church. We have two beautiful children, Mia and 
Mika, who attend Stirling East Primary School, and 
are supported by my wonderful parents-in-law,    
Renate and Marius Parodi, who attend Our Lady of 
the Rosary.  
 

As a family, we love caravanning and discovering 
beautiful Australia, and Nolan and I also enjoy trail 
running. 
 

I work as CEO of a not-for-profit medical education 
organisation and have always enjoyed learning 
about governance and strategy.  
 

Since joining the PPC as Secretary in 2024, I’ve 
particularly valued understanding governance within 
the Catholic Church and contributing to parish life 
through volunteering. 
 

Taking on the Chair position felt like a natural way 
to continue that service. I hope to support           
welcoming, inclusive meetings with time for prayer 
and formation, strengthen communication between 
the PPC and parishioners, and work with Fr Fred 
and the Council to respond to parish priorities.  
 

I’m particularly keen to help progress the Assembly 
actions around the future of our parish, community                               

 

engagement, synodality and volunteering. 
 

I’m grateful for the trust and support of Fr Fred and 
my fellow PPC members, and look forward to     
continuing to learn and contribute to our parish  
community. 
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Our parish’s future is a key focus as PPC Chair 
By Inge Parodi 

 

. 

Our new PPC Chair, Inge Parodi 

Sacramental journey concludes with Holy Communion 
 

The parish’s Sacramental 

Programme ‘Class of 2026’ 

recently concluded their faith 

journey when the group        

celebrated the final          

milestone, Holy Communion, 

in front of a packed              

St Matthew’s Bridgewater 

congregation of family, 

friends and parishioners on 

Sunday 16 August 2026. 

At the end of the Mass, the 

group, pictured here, made 

their way onto the altar for a 

closing photograph with       

Fr Fred. 
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Vote for our East Waste entry 
 

Our Year 5 students have been busy creating a 
wonderful video entry for the East Waste Schools 
Program. Their challenge was to shine a light on 
the important issue of food waste and inspire our 
wider community to think about simple ways we can 
all reduce the amount of food we throw away. 
  

Please take a moment to watch their fantastic     
video, featuring our very own 'David Attenborough' 
as he explores our school in search of a FOGO 
(Food Organics, Garden Organics) bin. If you enjoy 
it, we would be most grateful if you could vote for 
our entry in the hope that our students are           
recognised at the East Waste Schools Program 
Showcase this term. 
  

To vote, open the link below, find our St Catherine's 
School Stirling video in the list and cast your vote. It 
is one vote per person, so everyone in your house 
gets their own, on their own device. Grandparents, 
aunties, uncles, neighbours and friends can also all 
join in if you share the link with them. Voting closes 
at 5pm on Thursday 22 October. 
 

https://www.kesab.asn.au/programs/east-waste-
schools-program/video-competition/ 
 
 
  

Hearts of Gold for Catholic Charities 
 

Our school community has once again shown that 
small acts of generosity can make a big difference 
through our recent Catholic Charities fundraiser. 
Students and families were invited to contribute 
coins, with each donation helping us create our 
special Heart of Gold Coin Line. 
  

Our School Captains incorporated the fundraiser 

into our community prayer, helping us reflect on the 
importance of compassion, generosity and putting 
our faith into action. It was wonderful to see our 
community come together in support of Catholic 
Charities and the important work they undertake to 
assist people experiencing hardship. 
  

Thank you to everyone who contributed and helped 
us show that at St Catherine’s, we truly have hearts 
of gold! 

 

We Smashed Our 800 Challenge! 
  

To mark the 800th anniversary of St Francis of   
Assisi's birth, the Ecology Advisory Committee, 
schools were called on to participate in Rise Up: 
The 800 Challenge, inspiring them to choose a  
mission that promotes care for creation and      
complete it to the tune of 800. 
 

Our mission was to achieve 800 nude food lunch 
boxes and so reduce single-use packaging and 
waste coming into our school. We absolutely 
smashed it, going well beyond the 800 goal and 
achieving an incredible 1,000-plus nude food lunch 
boxes! This fantastic result shows what we can 
achieve when we work together to make small but 
meaningful changes.  
  

A huge thank you to all our students and families 
who embraced the challenge. While the 800      
Challenge may be complete, we encourage all to  
keep the momentum going and continue choosing 
nude food wherever possible. 

St Catherine’s Catholic School News 
 

Before Term 3 drew to a close and students headed off for a well-earned Spring break, we placed our 
commitment to care for our common home into focus by entering the East Waste Schools Program and 
taking part in – and absolutely smashing – our ‘800 Challenge’. School APRIM Krystina Dawe reports 

on these two initiatives, as well as a Catholic Charities fundraiser 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kesab.asn.au%2Fprograms%2Feast-waste-schools-program%2Fvideo-competition%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckdawe%40stcaths.catholic.edu.au%7Ca2a6d3d5a91e426cc98808df17a95c0e%7C92c5ee09ee7c4c648ec04eb562660
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kesab.asn.au%2Fprograms%2Feast-waste-schools-program%2Fvideo-competition%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckdawe%40stcaths.catholic.edu.au%7Ca2a6d3d5a91e426cc98808df17a95c0e%7C92c5ee09ee7c4c648ec04eb562660
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The Catholic Church in Australia marks              
Safeguarding Sunday (formerly Child Protection 
Sunday) on the second Sunday of September each 
year, bringing to a close National Child Protection 
Week. In the Adelaide Hills parish, Safeguarding 
Sunday was moved to the third Sunday of          
September to coincide with the Children’s Mass. 
Behind the altar the 40 works of art from                
St Catherine’s Catholic School were displayed. 

On Safeguarding Sunday, we pray for those who 
have been abused, their families and supporters. 
We recognise and apologise for the harm done in 
Church settings and acknowledge the vulnerability 
of some within our parishes and communities.  

We also recommit to practices that support          
survivors and make the Catholic Church and its 
ministries the safest possible place for children and 
people at risk. Rebuilding trust and confidence in 
the Church requires constant work and vigilance. 
This year, the theme was “Love Protects” and it  
recognises that safeguarding is a practical          
expression of Christian love.  

“‘Love Protects’ reminds us that genuine love is 
demonstrated through action,” said chair of the 
Bishops Commission for Professional Standards 
and Safeguarding, Bishop Greg Bennet. 
“Safeguarding is an essential part of our mission 
and ministry. It calls each of us to be attentive,    
accountable and committed to ensuring that every 
person can participate in the life of the Church  
safely and with confidence.” 

Safeguarding Sunday also provides an opportunity 
to acknowledge the work of clergy, staff, volunteers 
and safeguarding leaders who work to foster       
cultures of safety and trust throughout church   
communities. In keeping with this statement, I was 
recommissioned as the Safeguarding Contact    
Person for the Adelaide Hills Parish during Mass. 

Remember, if anyone in the parish with concerns or 
doubts about the wellbeing of a child or anyone who 
can be considered vulnerable, please feel          
comfortable approaching either Fr Fred or me, or 
even just pass on my contact details.  

My phone number is 0491150758, my email        
address mcgeough@internode.on.net. 

Safeguarding Sunday a time  for reflection, prayer and apology 
By Safeguarding Contact Person, Mark McGeough 

Fr Fred had a special gift for the children at the Safeguarding Sunday Mass at Bridgewater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readying for Ash Wednesday 

 The palm fronds from this year’s Palm 
Sunday services were recently burned 

down into a fine, dark powder in         
readiness for next year’s Ash Wednesday, 
with the help of, from left, Fr Fred, Maria 

Thompson, Paul Anderson and            
Paul Somers. 

 

mailto:mcgeough@internode.on.net


 

The Season of Creation, an annual global        
ecumenical celebration where Christians unite in 
prayer, reflection, and environmental action to  
protect the natural world, ended on Sunday 4    
October, fittingly on the Feast of St Francis of   
Assisi, which this year marked the 800th           
anniversary of his birth.  
 

We recognised the month-long season – it started 
on 1 September – with an array of activities aimed 
at renewing our relationship with our Creator and 
all creation through celebration, conversion and 
commitment, and closed the season with the 
planting of an olive tree in the grounds of St     
Matthew’s Bridgewater. 
 

It joins a couple of existing olive trees...and here’s 
hoping that in about five years’ time, we’ll be      
enjoying our home-grown olives! 
 

With our first-ever visit to ‘Recreate’, a facility com-
mitted to recycling, coinciding with the publication 
of the October issue of The Bridge, we will be sure 
to report on it in the November issue, along with all 
the happenings on Ecology Sunday this Sunday, 
18 October.  
 

As is tradition, we will mark the day with a special 
outdoor (weather permitting) Mass, this year not at 
St Catherine’s Catholic School but in the grounds 
of the Parish House. 
 

All parishioners with pets are encouraged to bring 
their furry friends along and have them blessed by 
Fr Fred. We will also inject a community element 
into the day by hosting a sausage sizzle and    
running a market stall in the Parish Hall. 
 

All the while, our monthly Working Bees continue, 
the most recent having taken place at St          
Matthew’s Bridgewater on Saturday 26            
September. 
 

We achieved a fair bit, with Dan DeFazio installing  
a new irrigation system and Des Stapleton and I 
tidying the gardens, sweeping the paths and    
moving the  compost.  
 

On the subject, you will be interested to know that 
in the six months since we established the three 
compost bays at Bridgewater, we have filled the 
1.5 cubic meter bays about 10 times.  
 

The result was we had 1.5 cubic metres of soil and 
compost, which was spread on the rose    garden. 
While it was reduced to 10% of its original volume 
and seems small, it saved a dozen trips to the 
dump and reduced extra lifting and carrying, not to 
mention petrol and trailer use. 
 

While Working Bees are doubtless a bit of effort, 

they are certainly not what you would call 
work...and we would love to welcome newcomers 
to the group. For the record, I am the youngest at 
67 years of age, with some in their 70s and a few 
even nudging 80.  
 

That tells you everything you need to know! 
 

If anyone’s interested, why not come along to our 
next Bee on Saturday 24 October, see what it’s 
like, enjoy the laughs and camaraderie that are 
guaranteed whenever we come together, and    
perhaps become a regular!  
 

In closing, enjoy the Spring, appreciate God’s    
creation. 

Olive tree planting to end Season of Creation 
By the Ecology Group’s John Leeton 
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Fr Fred blesses the newly-planted olive tree to 
commemorate the 800th anniversary of St Francis 

of Assisi’s birthday and bring to a close the       
Season of  Creation  
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Twenty-eight September 1971 was certainly an   
auspicious day in the life of Catholic Women’s 
League (CWL) – after all, it marked the                 
establishment of the Stirling Branch – but so too 
was Wednesday 16 September 2026 when 17     
ladies and Fr Fred met at the Bridgewater Inn for a 
celebratory lunch to mark the branch’s 55th birthday. 
 

We were blessed to have Mary Way OAM and an 
inaugural member as our guest speaker,            
reminiscing about the early days. She recalled how 
Fr Gavan Kennare came to the Stirling Parish in 
1958 and, more than a decade later, Parish Council 
member Betty Carver suggested establishing a 
CWL Stirling Branch. The first meeting, in 1971, 
took place in her Stirling home and was attended by 
CWL State President Nell Kain and Barbara Grealy 
from the CWL Adelaide Archdiocese. 
 

Isabel Sykes was elected inaugural President but 
soon ‘handballed’ the presidency to Margaret    
Nichols who, in turn, passed it on to Mary Way the 
following year. The first Secretary was Elisabeth  
Anderson. From the beginning, the women actively 
supported ecumenism, and Mary and Margaret   
recall the first Annual Ecumenical Luncheon in the 
Congregational Hall, Orley Avenue, Stirling on 27 
June 1972, with 120 people in attendance. 
 

Over the years, CWL members joined in various 
church activities including playing the organ, singing 
in the choir, polishing the brass at Easter, and 
cleaning the church and the priest’s house. 
 

Sue Williams, CWL Adelaide Archdiocese Secretary 
and CWLSA State President also gave a talk,     
congratulating members on reaching the milestone 

and praising the Stirling Branch for long being a 
strong and faithful branch blessed with energetic 
leaders who have always encouraged and led many 
branch activities and fundraising events, as well as 
attended Archdiocesan and State meetings.   
 

“Catholic Women’s League should never be a    
burden to anyone,” she said. “It should be a support 
to every one of you. We are very lucky to be    
members at this point in its history, I hope you value 
and make the most of your membership, and I wish 
CWL Stirling all the best for the future while looking 
forward to your 60th anniversary.” 

CWL Stirling celebrates 55th anniversary in style 
By Pam Broadbridge 

Above left: Some of the ladies who attended CWL Stirling’s 55th birthday lunch at the Bridgewater Inn 
Above right: CWL Stirling President Barb Mott (centre), thanks speakers Sue Williams, left,                        

and Mary Way OAM 

Feast celebrated at OLOR 
 

With our church at Stirling East dedicated to Our 
Lady of the Rosary, we celebrated the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary on Sunday 11 October, 
with a recitation of the Rosary at 5.10pm        
followed by Mass at 5.30pm and a post-Mass 
sausage sizzle.  
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On a superb Spring morning on 25 September, the 
ashes of Gabrielle and Michael Morgan were      
lovingly and thoughtfully laid to rest in the Memorial 
Garden of the Our Lady of the Rosary Church in 
Stirling East. 
 

Gabrielle was a beloved parishioner and had a  
special delight in the weekly Monday Rosary held 
there. She came to the Adelaide Hills Catholic    
Parish as a newly widowed from Tasmania and was 
a regular at St Matthew’s Bridgewater, where she 
found a warm and supportive community and      
received a generous welcome. 
 

She was an active parishioner for over six years, 
joining the ‘widow's league’, writing and helping with 
the church Bulletin, preparing articles for The 

Bridge, serving as a Reader of the Word and      
generally helping others.  
 

She, in turn, was helped by others in the beautiful 
family of God in her times of distress. I attended 
services with Gabrielle and was impressed by the 
reverence and readings of the word. 
While I am Gabrielle's niece and next of kin, I live in 
rural Victoria and was unfortunately not always able 
to attend to her needs. However, Fr Fred is a   
treasure, and I always had the total reassurance 
that he and so many in the parish showered her 
with tireless care and love. 
 

Indeed, your example has helped me become a 
regular attendee of my local Catholic parish and I 
humbly thank you all.  

Family and friends of Gabrielle and Michael Morgan gathered at OLOR’s Memorial Garden late last 
month for the interment of the couple’s ashes 

Morgans laid to rest in OLOR Memorial Garden 
By Gabrielle’s niece, Francesca Dickinson 

Many may not have noticed the beautiful Seville orange tree which 
growing in the garden adjacent to the church at Bridgewater. The      
distinctive bitterness of the Seville orange and its high pectin content 
are perfect for marmalade, and I eagerly watched the fruit mature so 
that I could commence my marmalade adventures. 
 

Marmalade making is an adventure because while there are only three 
ingredients (fruit, sugar and water), one never quite knows how it will 
turn out as difference in water content, cooking length and when the 
sugar goes in yield different consistencies.  
 

When John Leeton presented me with the oranges he had picked, I 
knew I had work to do.    
 

As I produced batch after batch of marmalade, each one a little        
different from the one before, I had no idea what I was going to do with 
it...until parishioners  purchased approximately 80 jars of marmalade. 

Marmalade-mania across the parish 

By Cathie Oswald  

Paul Somers, left, with his    
purchases, while Marie Bryce 

and Cathie Oswald busily     
restock the table 
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The four places of worship within the Adelaide Hills 
Catholic Parish – St Matthew’s Bridgewater, St   
Matthew’s Birdwood, St Joseph the Worker      
Lobethal and Our Lady of the Rosary Stirling East – 
were all built in an era where there was no           
legislation demanding that such places ought to be 
also accessible for disabled people.   
 

When legislation came out, it demanded               
accessibility for new churches but this demand did 
not extend to existing places of worship. However, 
during our ongoing discussions about health and 
safety issues and how best to address them, this 
glaring shortcoming came into sharp focus.  
 

We were faced by two issues – firstly, an enormous 
financial expense given how our churches were 
built; and secondly, the fact that there was no       
obligation on us to provide disabled access in our 
old churches. 
 

Through our Health and Safety      
Officer, Marianne Berry, we all agreed 
that regardless of lack of legislation, 
we needed to do the right thing by our 
congregation. After all, access ways 
ensure that everyone, including those 
with disabilities, can participate fully in 
all church activities and services.  
 

We owe it to all to create inclusive,       
accessible and welcoming               
environments...and things like steps, 
narrow doorways, dim lighting and 
cluttered walkways can prevent    
people with disabilities from feeling 
welcome or getting involved. 
 

Access ways also help create a sense 
of belonging and community, allowing 
people with disabilities to feel an    

important part of the congregation.  
 

By addressing these barriers, our churches can  
create a more inclusive and welcoming environment 
for all individuals, regardless of their physical,    
sensory, cognitive, psychosocial, or other access 
needs.  
 

As our finances became stronger, we embarked on 
a programme to address all shortcomings in this 
area. And today, we are pleased to say that all of 
our churches have an accessible ramp for disabled 
people.  
 

It warmed my heart when, after we had completed 
the ramp at St Joseph’s Lobethal, a disabled       
parishioner, after navigating her wheelchair along 
the new ramp for the first time, exclaimed that after 
missing out for eight long years, she could finally 
come to Mass at Lobethal.  

All our churches now inclusive and welcoming  
By Fr Fred 

All access shortcomings at our churches have been addresses, as can be seen from the new ramps at 
St Matthew’s Birdwood, above left, and St Joseph the Worker, above right 

https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
https://reachaustralia.com.au/the-one-thing-354-making-your-church-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-louise-gosbell/
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Upcoming          
Parish Activities 

 
October – Month of the    

Rosary 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Recitation of 

the Rosary and Benediction 
at OLOR, Stirling East,   

every Tuesday of October 
at 4.00pm 

 

Sunday 18 October –     
Ecology Sunday Mass and 

Blessing of the Pets at      
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 

at 10.30am 
 

Saturday 24 October –  
Ecology Group Working Bee 

at St Matthew’s         
Bridgewater at 9.00am 

 

Tuesday 27 October –     
Liturgy Group Meeting at 

Parish House, Bridgewater 
at 11.00am  

 

Sunday 1 November – All 
Saints Day, Masses at       

St Matthew’s Birdwood,    
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 
and Our Lady of the Rosary  

Stirling East at 8.30am, 
10.30am and 5.30pm       

respectively 
 

Tuesday 3 November –  
Melbourne Cup Lunch at 
Our Lady of the Adelaide 
Hills Hall from 12.30pm 
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As this directory changes from time to time, anyone wishing to volunteer for any of the parish       

activities listed below is asked to please contact the parish office. 

1 Wembley Avenue (PO Box 713), Bridgewater SA 5155 

P: 08 8359 0674  W: www.adelaidehillsparish.com.au E: stmatthew@adelaidehillsparish.com.au 

      

The opinions expressed in The Bridge are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Parish Priest, Pastoral Coordinator, Editor or Parish. 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Parish Priest 

Fr Alfred Farrugia   8359 0674 

Parish Pastoral Coordinator 

Cathie Oswald    8359 0674 

Parish Secretary  

Paul Robinson    0408 855 178                                                        

_________________________________________ 

Baptism Teams 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Maria Thompson    0408 898 357  

Anne Moore    0417 861 373  

Eric Toome     0418 896 695  

Deb Stapleton     0408 835 990 

Pam Broadbridge   8339 5013 

Catholic Women’s League 
Barbara Mott (Bridgewater)   8339 1083 
Gayle Raven (Birdwood)    0419 807 463  

Children’s Liturgy    

Jane van Mierle    0438 723 259 

Choir 

Damien Mansfield   8339 4133 

Christian Life Communities 

Paris Huffman    0400 283 683 

Ecology Group 

John Leeton    0419 243 814 

Faith Formation Team 

Fr Fred (Chair)    8359 0674 

Paris Huffman (Secretary)  0400 283 683  

Finance and Maintenance                                

(F&M) Committee 

Paul Howe (Chair)   8388 5281 

F&M Birdwood Contact 

Gayle Raven    0419 807 463   

Hills Combined Christian Churches 

Maria Thompson    0408 898 357  

Liturgy 

Birdwood and Lobethal - Fr Fred  8359 0674 

 

Men’s Spirituality Coordinators 

Paul Somers    8339 5118  

Dan De Fazio    8339 3393 

Our Lady of the Rosary Community                     

Representative 

Debbie Somers    8339 5118 

Parish Atrium 

Sue Sachse    0431 117 840 

Parish Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/adelaidehillsparish 

Parish Pastoral Council  

Inge Parodi     0430 829 244  

Rosary Group                                                      

Paul Anderson    0416 032 925 

Sacraments  

Call Parish Office   8359 0674                                                            
Baptisms                                                              
Weddings                                                              
Reconciliation                                                                                                               
Communion to the Sick                                           
Religious Education  

Safeguarding (formerly Child Protection)  

Mark McGeough     0419 150 758 

St Catherine’s Catholic School 

22 Ayers Hill Road                                                 

Stirling SA 5152    8238 8238   

Principal - John Low 

School Board Chair - Ben Clements  

St Matthew’s Sewing Group 

Stasia Duszynski    8339 4396 

St Vincent de Paul Society  

Marianne Berry (Stirling)  0407 903 382     

Lea Crosby  (Northern End)  0431 092 725  

Social Justice Group  

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958  

The Bridge  

Paul Robinson (Editor)   0408 855 178  

WHS Volunteer  

Marianne Berry    0407 903 382 

      


