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Speaking to the De La Salle Christian Brothers on 21 
May this year, Pope Francis (pictured above with the 
Brothers) said that Catholic schools should not be 
Christian in name only, but in fact.  
 
He underlined that Christians educator must first be     
witnesses to the Gospel. 
 
“The Christian educator, in the school of Christ, is first 
of all a witness, and he is a teacher to the extent that 
he is a witness,” the Pope said, telling the Brothers 
that he will pray for them that they may be Brothers 
not only in name, but in fact.  
 
And that their schools would be Christian not in name 
only, but in fact. 
 
The De La Salle Christian Brothers, formally known as 
the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, 
was founded by St John Baptist de La Salle to provide 
Christian education to the young, especially the poor.  
 
The Brothers live in community and take vows of    

poverty, chastity, obedience and  service of the poor 
through education. 
 
Educational work is a great gift, the Pope said and it’s 
a great responsibility for which we ought to be grateful. 
 
“Educational work is a great gift, first for those who do 
it, as it demands a lot but also gives a lot,” he said. 
 
He went on to speak about the constant relationship 
with educators, parents, and especially with children 
and young people as an ever-living source of          
humanity, despite all the hardships and problems that 
it entails. 
 
The Pope referred to St Paul, who worked so hard to 
form Christ in every individual.  
 
This is the correct way to educate, with your specific 
contribution being to evangelise: in other words, to 
make humanity grow according to Christ. 
      
     Continued on page 2 
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Catholic schools should be Christian              
not in name only, but in fact 

By Fr Fred 



 

 

Christian in more than just name 
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Continued from page 1 
 
“Your schools are 'Christian', not because of an  
external label, but because they take this path,” he 
continued.   
 
“We know that the ‘way,’ the truly new path, is    
Jesus Christ, and by following him, by walking with 
him, our lives are transformed, and we in turn     
become leaven, salt, and light.” 
 
Pope Francis said that Christian teachers are “on 
the front line” in “educating so as to move from a 
closed world to an open world; from a throwaway 
culture to a culture of care; from a culture of        
rejection to a culture of integration; from the pursuit 
of vested interests to the pursuit of the common 
good.” 
 
“As educators, you know very well that this              
transformation must start from the conscience, or it 
will only be a façade,” he added. 
 
Pope Francis encouraged the De La Salle Brothers 
to continue “evangelising by educating and         
educating by evangelising”, reminding them that “a 
Christian educator is above all a witness of Christ, 
and is a teacher to the extent that he is a witness.” 

 
Noting that the world is experiencing an 
“educational emergency”, which has been made 
more acute by the consequences of the pandemic, 
Pope Francis called  attention to the two great  
challenges of our time: that of fraternity and of    
caring for the common home, which, he said, can 
only be addressed through education. 
 
He said the Christian community is not only aware 
of these challenges, but also committed “to build 
new ways to transform lifestyles”, to the Brothers of 
De Salle and maybe to all our Catholic educators. 
 
“Indeed, you are on the frontline in educating, to 
pass from a closed to an open world; from a throw-
away culture to a culture of care; from pursuing   
partisan  interests to pursuing the common good.” 
 
"St John Baptist de La Salle dreamed of a school 
open to all, so he did not hesitate to face extreme 
educational needs, introducing a method of         
rehabilitation through school and work," the Pope 
said. 
 
Pope Francis ended by telling the Brothers that the    
impetus for the educational mission can still today 
feed our projects and our actions. 

Hello, my name is Judith (Judy) McPhee and I have 
lived in Lobethal for 24 years. As a bit of          
background information, I lost my husband Bill 11 
years ago after being married for 54 years. We had 
two children, a son who lives in Melbourne and has 
a son and twin daughters of his own and a      
daughter in Lobethal with a son and a daughter.  
 
I follow most sports and particularly enjoy watching 
my grandchildren, including my granddaughter, play 
football. My interests extend to netball and local 
cricket, as well as English County cricket, which my 
eldest grandson plays. 
 
While I have volunteered at the Parish Office since 
2012 , I tend to keep to myself and was thus  
chuffed when Fr Fred approached me to take on 
the role as parish secretary. I jumped at the        
opportunity as I enjoy working with him and thought 
that in this role I could take a bit of a load off his 
shoulders and give him more time that he now does 
not have.  
 
During my working life, I worked in the wool        
industry and was a personal assistant for many 
years, an experience that gives me great           
confidence in handling this position in the parish.  
 

I look forward to carrying out my duties to the best 
of my ability and hope to meet more of my fellow 
parishioners as I settle into the role. 

 

Meet our new parish secretary, Judy McPhee 

Judy McPhee…chuffed with her new position 
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Holmes’ Wedding Feast of Cana tapestry a family affair 
By Leonie Holmes 

When Leon and I had the idea of making a hooked 
rug to enliven the Our Lady of the Adelaide Hills 
Hall and to help soften the noise problem, we chose 
the Wedding Feast of Cana as the subject as we 
decided to dedicate the rug to the memory of my 
parents, Kath and Frank Smerdon. 
 
As foundation members of the Adelaide Hills Parish 
and very generous benefactors, they offered       
outstanding hospitality to the priests and Dominican 
Sisters in the footsteps of Jesus and Mary, who 
were concerned for the hosts at the Wedding Feast. 
 
My sister, Marie Egar, paid for all the materials for 
the rug, thus making it a true family affair.  It is also 
dedicated to the memory of our sister, Celine, who  

 

died at the age of 21 and to our daughter, Alice,  
who died at the age of 25. 
 
The rug, which was designed by Leon, took us a 
year to make and the grand unveiling and blessing 
was held on Saturday 21 May, with several      
members of the families and the parish present.  
 
My friend Lea Crosby helped join the rug together 
as it was made in three drops, after which her    
husband, Jim, helped us to hang it.  
 
The event was ably catered for by the members of 
the Birdwood Catholic Women’s League, as a gift 
from the northern end of the parish.   
 

Leonie, left, and Leon Holmes unveil their beautiful Wedding of Cana tapestry 

We’re blessed to have        
such talented people 

 

Fr Fred used last month’s unveiling and blessing of 
Leon and  Leonie Holmes’ tapestry to praise the 
‘remarkable couple’ and thank them for their             
significant contribution to the parish – and Leonie’s 
sister, Marie, for  covering all expenses. 
 
Before blessing the tapestry, right, he told those 
gathered that the tapestry will not only embellish our 
parish hall but it reminds us of what we believe in. It 

reflects what we really 
live for.  
 
“It shines brightly to 
express the message 
which we adhere to, a 
message that Mary, 
looking at Jesus,      
believes He had the 
power to perform His 
first miracle by turning 
water into wine,” Fr 
Fred said.  
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Lynda’s brave life journey from Fulham to Birdwood 
Lynda Becker’s dear friend of some 40 years, Brenda Poole, delivered the eulogy at her funeral at St 

Matthew’s Church, Birdwood, in late May 

I have been friends with Lynda Louise Becker for 
over 40 years. Lynda was born in Fulham, London, 
just after the finish of the Second World War. Her 
mother was Irish and her father Welsh. Lynda had 
an elder brother, who now lives in Brisbane, and a 
sister who lives in Devon, in the UK. 
 
Lynda described her childhood as very working-
class London. She was just five-year-old when her 
brother was sent to Australia to live, as part of a 
scheme where young teenagers were sent to work 
on farms. His occasional letters gave her an       
interest in the world beyond the boundaries of    
London. 
 
Lynda left school at the age of 15 to become a        
typist, working hard and saving as much as she 
could, to allow her to travel to Tasmania a few 
years later, when about 17 years of age.   
 
While she married at 19 and soon had her only 
child, Mark, the marriage broke down when Mark 
was still a baby and Lynda returned to live with her 
parents in a council house in Fulham. 
 
She would often tell me how devastated she was, 
how she felt she was a failure at having to returning 
to live with her parents. Back in the UK, she soon 
found a job in a typing pool but remained            
determined to return to Australia.   

One day while reading a newspaper, she came 
across a notice offering young people the           
opportunity to travel to Australia on condition that 
they had someone to vouch for them.  
 
On the final day before the offer expired, she got 
her application in, vouched for by one of her   
brother’s friends. I think Lynda was very brave and 
returned to Adelaide with Mark, who was just five at 
the time. 
 
Not long after that, she met Peter, who stood by 
her as her partner, right to the end. Peter visited 
Lynda every day that she was in a nursing home at 
Woodside with dementia for two and a half years. 
 
Lynda and I met on the first day at university back 
in 1978, both studying Social Work as mature age 
students. I remember we were in our first tutorial 
with about 40 other people when the tutor asked us 
to choose another person and introduce ourselves 
to them.   
 
I caught Lynda’s eye and went across the room to 
meet her. When we both opened our mouths to 
speak, we both laughed and laughed, both having 
London accents. What a coincidence.  
 
Well, after that we were inseparable during the 
eight years it took for us to complete the degree…
and we remained close ever since. Lynda called us 
‘Pinky and Perky’ without ever saying who was 
who. Lynda and I shared a London’ sense of      
humour and similar cultural backgrounds.  
 
Lynda was very intelligent and at one time, she had 
wanted to become a political journalist. Indeed, one 
young social worker who worked with Lynda       
described her as being very wise and a mentor to 
him. Lynda spent many years working for Crisis 
Care. 
 
In 2009, Lynda wrote a book, ‘Poems from 
‘forbidden landscape of the broken heart’ Working 
Class London - 1950s.This book remains very dear 
to me, not only because Lynda wrote it, but        
because it is as though I am reading my own   
childhood experiences.  
 
I was born in 1942 in Clapham, London and was 
three years of age when the war finished, and one 
of my favourite poems from the book was Bomb 
Site Playground as it captures one of the many  
experiences Lyn and I shared. Lynda’s brave life   
journey took her a long way from Fulham to      
Birdwood.  

Lynda Louise Becker RIP 
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Social Justice concert raises some $1,500  

for refugees and asylum seekers 
By Cathie Oswald 

The Social Justice Group 
hosted a wonderful          
concert – to raise funds 
for the Vinnies Refugee 
and Asylum Seeker        
Service – in the beautiful 
bush setting of Sunset 
Rock Uniting Church on 
15 May, with music       
provided by the Nautilus 
Ensemble. 
 
The audience was made 
up of more than 60       
parishioners, friends and 
music-loving members of 
the wider Hills                 
community. 
 
The Nautilus Ensemble – with our very own Damien 
Mansfield on piano, Michael Milton on violin, Justin 
Julian on viola and Greg Tuske on cello – was one 
of the ‘good’ things which emerged from the current 
pandemic, especially as symphony orchestra       
concerts and other performances were cancelled. 
 
With a little unexpected time on their hands, these 
four highly acclaimed and gifted musicians turned 
their talents to music written for three string         
instruments and piano…and the Nautilus Ensemble 
was born.    
 
At the commencement of the afternoon, Darryl      
Bullen, chairperson of the Special Works Committee 
of the Vinnies Refugee and Asylum Seeker Service, 
spoke of the support which the service provides to 
asylum seekers and refugees. He further explained 
how the money raised that afternoon would be used 
to assist the over 500 refugees and asylum seekers 
who receive no government funding and whose  
visas prevent them from finding work.   
 
The concert began with an insightful, and         
sometimes humorous, introduction to the music 
from Damien Mansfield. Damien judged that many 
in the audience might be unfamiliar with the         
composers, but he brought them to life for us. Then 
the music commenced with Serenade in C major for 
String Trio Op. by Erno Dohnany, followed by       
Gabriel Faure’s Piano Quartet in C minor Op.15.  
   
Sunset Rock provided a splendid venue. Absorbed 
in the music, the view from the majestic windows of 
the trees and mist coming up the hills provided a 

truly spiritual experience.    
 
At the concert’s conclusion, 
the audience was delighted 
to be invited to a surprise 
afternoon tea of sandwiches 
and cakes, giving them the 
opportunity to chat with the 
musicians and each other.    
 
There are many to thank but 
none more so than Damien 
Mansfield, without whom we 
would not have a concert – 
what a treasure Damien is!  
 
We also thank the Nautilus 
Ensemble, especially       
Michael, Julian and Greg, for 

travelling to the Hills on a wet and cold winter       
afternoon.    
 
We thank the Sunset Rock community, in particular 
Pastor Jane Mitchell, Fr Fred for negotiation of the 
finances and the Social Justice team who made it 
all happen.   
 
Finally, we thank our own Adelaide Hills Catholic 
Parish for their support of our fundraiser. Some  
$1,500 will be donated to Vinnies Refugee and  
Asylum Seeker Service to enable them to continue 
their wonderful work.    

Damien Mansfield provided an insightful, and 
sometimes humorous, introduction to the music 

Viva Viviana! 
It’s great to see baptisms 
back on the rise in the    
parish after the quiet Covid 
period – and we couldn’t 
have asked for a more   
delightful occasion than the 
baptism of little Viviana 
Rondon-Wheeler at St 
Matthew’s Bridgewater on 
Mother’s Day. 
 
After the formalities, with parishioners joining Fr Fred, 
her parents Amanda and Jesus, family members, 
friends and members of the baptism team to         
welcome her to the faith, carefree Viviana brought a 
smile to everyone as she seized the moment to take 
centre stage! 
 
And what better way to do it than by sitting on the 
step leading to the altar… 



 

THE BRIDGE            Page 6  

St Catherine’s Catholic School News 
Covid-enforced restrictions, which have impacted of life at St Catherine’s Catholic School for the best part of two 

years, have finally been lifted, allowing staff, students and parents to again gather as one. Here, APRIM, Krystina 
Dawe, shares the occasion, along with other happenings on campus 

Spirits lift as school gatherings resume 
With the lifting of restrictions, we have been 
pleased to be able to gather as a school once 
again. Our year level Masses and Liturgies are held 
on a Tuesday morning in Siena Hall. These are an 
opportunity for classes to prepare and host a      
service which Fr Fred then presides over. 
 
These have already been well attended by our   
parent community. At our most recent assembly, 
our Principal, John Low, was presented with a  
commemorative jumper to mark the celebration of 
75 years of education at St Catherine’s School.  

Working towards reconciliation  
As a school, we recently celebrated National     
Reconciliation Week and Sorry Day with our       
students. Classes took part in a range of activities, 
with Brine's Reception and Year 1 class creating a 
poster of handprints and Mrs Jong's Year 1 Year 
2's spending time decorating the Siena Hall.  
 
Recognising this national event is an important part 
of our commitment to creating inclusive               
environments which recognise the diversity and 
experiences of all people. Through learnings such 
as this, we can work towards reconciliation within 
Australia. 

Year 1/2 learn about God’s creation 
The children have been learning about God's     
creation. First, they brainstormed what was already 
known about creation and what was heard through 
Genesis. This connected with the Inquiry learning 
about the garden and parts of plants. 
 
Time was then spent in our beautiful school        
environment, exploring nature and sharing        
gratitude. Here are but three examples: 
 
Zyla: "I am grateful for agapanthus, because they 
are beautiful to look at." 
 
Leo: "I am grateful for the wind because it gives me 
a cool breeze when I've been running around." 
 
Mary: "I am grateful for leaves because you can 
throw them up and play with them!" 
 
Students also discussed Pope Francis' call to look 
after the earth through his encyclical 'Laudato Si' 
and brainstormed ways in which to care for our  
environment. They created digital posters reflecting 
on how to care for creation and encourage others 
to do the same. 
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St Vincent de Paul aims to assist people in crisis, 
with our local group responsible for people from 
Mylor to Springton who ask for assistance.  
 

A major fundraisers is the Vinnies Winter Appeal, 
and as we launch it, I thank in advance all who will 
help out, either as volunteers or generous donors.  
 

Vinnies is helping Ukrainian refugees who arrive  
on visitor visas which are quick to process, with the 
idea of further processing to a humanitarian visa.  
 

The Ukrainian Association of SA is very supportive 
of newly arrived refugees from Ukraine and is     
coordinating the assistance that the new refugees 
receive. Vinnies is supplying food parcels to them 
and referring them to AMES, a government-
supported service for new refugees and immigrants 
to Australia. AMES appoints case workers to assist 
with housing, English lessons and finding work. 
 

Our main task in the Adelaide Hills is to assist     
people in crisis. The reasons for needing help vary. 
They may relate to too many bills arriving at once, 

lost work or hours, homelessness and more. We 
help with food hampers, supermarket vouchers, 
Vinnies cards to buy clothes and petrol vouchers to 
get to important appointments when they live in   
areas with minimal or no bus service. They are also 
referral to resources they may not be unaware of.  
 

Government-supplied Emergency Relief Funds are 
available once a year, for payment of utility bills 
which the people would otherwise be unable to pay. 
We have recently seen a single mother living in a 
bus with her two primary school aged children. The 
children were attending a local school, and with the 
family located in a caravan park, they were unable 
to get a permanent site and obliged to move every 
three months. 
 

This rule applies to all caravan parks and people 
are not allowed to return to the same caravan park 
until another three months have elapsed. We were 
able to give this family supermarket cards, Vinnies 
cards and access to Foodbank, where food and 
household items are considerably cheaper.  
 

Vinnies launches 2022 Winter Appeal 
By Sue Arthurson 

Results of Mass Census 
By Fr Fred 

 

The results of our Mass Census, held over the month 
of May, are now out – and while comparing 2022 with 
previous years is unfair given the many current    
struggles in our parish and our world, we are      
nonetheless pleased with the results. 
 

This census took place amid financial concerns,  
people not returning to church after Covid-19 or still 
watching Mass online. Sunday Mass is still not an 
obligation, taken off by the Australian Bishops at the 
start of the pandemic.   
 

There is also the bitter divide between ‘conservatives’ 
and ‘progressives’ on controversial issues, and there 
is the sex abuse crisis we have faced and continue to 
face. This is not confined to the Catholic Church as 
other churches also face similar challenges.  

 

Many of our churches right now have one priest and 
lay workers who are burnt-out and exhausted, 
stretched to breaking point.  
 
We are struggling and we need one another’s      
support and prayers.  
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31 parish volunteers attend Child Safety Briefing 
By Mark McGeough 

On the cold autumn night of 11 May, Imbi Mannik 
from the Child Safety Unit visited the Adelaide Hills 
Parish to conduct a Volunteers Child Safety     
Briefing. 
 
The briefing, primarily for the southern end of the 
parish as the northern end attended a similar    
session in early 2021, was held at Our Lady of the 
Adelaide Hills Hall, with 31 parish volunteers in  
attendance.  
 
Imbi introduced herself and then led a simple     
discussion on everyone’s feelings, using a        
scenario of potential harm to a child. There was 
some good discussion that developed as more and 
more information came to hand. Information was 
provided on mandatory reporting by volunteers. 
She concluded with a short video based on the 
“The Starfish Story” adapted from "The Star 
Thrower" by Loren C. Eiseley. 
 
Imbi reminded us that all volunteers aged 18 or 
over, in the Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide, must 
attend one of these briefings every three years; 
unless you work directly with children (and have 
completed a more detailed three-hour course), or  
you undertake a similar briefing in the Catholic  
education system.  
 
As Imbi pointed out, SA is one state that holds not 
only Ministers of Religion and employees but also 
volunteers liable for mandatory reporting of child 
abuse under the Young People (Safety) Act of 
2017.  
 
On behalf of the Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish,  

many thanks to Imbi Mannik for travelling up to the 
Hills to give us an excellent briefing. 
 
Remember, if anyone in the parish has concerns or 
doubts about the well-being of a child, please feel 
comfortable approaching either Fr Fred or myself, 
or even just passing on my contact details – 0419 
150 758 and mcgeough@internode.on.net. 
 
As we are reminded by Pope Francis… 
 
“A future in which children are secure is a future 
where every child is held in God’s infinite           
tenderness and God is present in each of their 
lives”. 

Volunteers listen to Imbi Mannik in Our Lady of the 
Adelaide Hills Hall 

Leon and Leonie host Vinnies Volunteers lunch 
By Pam Broadbridge 

On Saturday 16 May, Leon and Leonie Holmes 
opened their home for a shared luncheon for      
Vinnies Stirling Conference members. With good 
food and wine, we celebrated the friendships 
formed as volunteers for Vinnies.  
 
It was also the first time our new regional President 
Tom Neilson, who travelled all the way from     
Meningie to join us, had met most of us. The region 
includes the Mount Barker and Murraylands       
Conferences. 

Great food, great wine and great company      
characterised the Vinnies Stirling Conference    

volunteers’ lunch 

mailto:mcgeough@internode.on.net


 

With Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion 2022  
behind us, our thank to the generous parishioners of 
the Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish for again digging 
deep to help those less fortunate – this time raising 
$2,135 to help change the lives of some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. 

You’ll be please to know that Caritas Australia 
prides itself on having one of the lowest               
administration rates in the sector, with 83 per cent of  
funds spent on local and international programs, 13 
per cent spent on fundraising activities to maintain 
and expand the scope of its programs which reach 
over three million people each year, and just 4 per 
cent going towards essential administration costs. 
 
Spanning the six weeks of Lent, Project            
Compassion 2022 carried the theme of ‘For All    
Future Generations’ and shared the stories of five 
remarkable, resilient people from Mozambique,   
India, Australia, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and the Solomon Islands.  
 
Your donations and support allow Caritas Australia 
to work alongside some of the world’s poorest    
people, addressing their challenges today and  
working to bring about lasting change for a better 
tomorrow. 
 
Thanks again for making a difference now – and for 
all future generations! 
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Parishioners dig deep to raise $2,135                                    
for Project Compassion 

By Paul Robinson 

 

On a cold May evening, nine children celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time at St 
Matthew’s, Bridgewater.  
 
After a liturgy which included an examination of conscience, each child accompanied by their parent went 
to Fr Fred, who was seated at the side of the church. Once their child was at ease, the parent moved 
away, and the child spoke in private to Fr Fred.   
 
At the conclusion of the Sacrament, the child with their family were invited to pray before the altar. 
 
The children had been preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation with their parents and the           
Sacramental team through a series of workshops. The children are now preparing to receive the         
Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday 26 August and, as part of their preparation, they took part in the   
Ritual of Belonging and, as pictured above, they and their parents were presented to the congregation at 
Mass at St Matthew’s Bridgewater on 5 June. 

A disabled person in remote India, Biru faced a 
life of poverty and discrimination. With Project 
Compassion’s support, he has participated in 

entrepreneurship training and gained the skills to 
become financially independent. 

Candidates complete Sacrament of Reconciliation 
By Cathie Oswald 
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Winter safety tips to keep you safe and warm  

With the chilly months upon us, the parish’s WHS volunteer, Marianne Berry, shares some winter safety tips from a 
recent issue of Catholic Safety Health & Welfare South Australia’s (CSHW SA) Safety Bulletin 

Winter is here and that means products like     
heaters, electric blankets, hot water bottles and 
heat packs are coming out of storage or being    
purchased. These products don’t just pose a safety 
risk if used or stored incorrectly, they can become 
unsafe when used together, or with other products. 
Our ‘well winter’ safety tips can help keep you and 
your family safe and warm. 
 
Smoke alarms 
Each year, more than 50 people across Australia 
die from house fires and many more are injured. 
Most of the homes do not have working smoke 
alarms. Only working smoke alarms can provide 
early warning and time to escape. You lose your 
sense of smell when you are asleep. A working 
smoke alarm reduces your chance of dying in a 
house fire by half. Test your smoke alarm is     
working every month.  
 
Children’s clothing 
Children’s clothing can still be flammable, even if 
the item is considered low fire danger, so always 
keep children away from open heat sources, like 
fireplaces and heaters. Children’s nightwear must 
display a fire hazard label, but even nightwear that 
is considered a low fire hazard is still flammable. 
Be cautious of children’s clothing purchased online, 
on holiday or received as gifts from overseas as 
these may not meet Australian standards.  
 
Electric blankets 
If you remove your electric blanket once the colder 
months are over, always store it rolled up, not    
folded. Inspect it before use and look for frayed  
fabric, exposed elements, damaged cords or 
scorch marks before using it again. If you notice 
any damage to your electric blanket, throw it away. 
Damaged or faulty electric blankets can cause an 
electric shock or fire hazard. 
 
Wheat heat packs 
If you purchase a wheat pack, follow the heating 
instructions and never heat more than instructed. 
Homemade wheat bags can pose a fire and injury 
risk because the moisture content and volume of 
these bags is not known so there are no heating 
times to guide you. Ageing causes the organic fill-
ings inside wheat packs to dry out and become 
more combustible.  
 
Candles, matches and lighters 
Candles make your home smell nice, but they are 
among the most common cause of fires in a home. 
Blow out a candle before leaving the room or      

before going to sleep. 
Ensure the wick ember 
is no longer glowing. 
As children are, by  
nature, inquisitive, 
lighters and matches 
in their hands can be 
dangerous, so store 
matches and lighters 
in a safe place, out of 
reach of        children. 
Never leave children 
alone with any open 
flame.  
 
Heaters 
Heaters need to be checked every year, no matter 
how old they are. Make sure there are no exposed 
wires or loose connections on the cables. Only use 
one appliance per power point and switch each off 
when not in use. Gas heaters must be vented     
adequately as the carbon monoxide produced 
when the gas is burnt is odourless, colourless and 
deadly. It’s important to have them serviced       
regularly by a qualified tradesperson to ensure that 
there are no carbon monoxide leaks. 
 
Always supervise children and pets when heaters 
are in use and keep heaters well clear from items 
that might burn. A minimum of one-metre clearance 
from clothes, bedding, furniture, curtains and other 
combustibles is recommended. 
 
Mould 
Heavy rainfall, cold temperatures and heaters all 
cause condensation that can lead to mould growth. 
Mould and dampness in homes can cause health 
problems. Any mould needs to be removed and the 
area kept ventilated to avoid regrowth. Pregnant 
women, children and people with weakened       
immune systems or chronic lung diseases should 
not be present when mould is removed. Mould is 
not a major health hazard for most people —    
however, there are some important safety tips to 
follow when trying to remove mould and reduce the 
chance of mould regrowth. Open windows and 
doors each day to ventilate your house and reduce 
the growth of mould.  
 
Scrub mould off hard surfaces using soapy water. 
The physical action of scrubbing is the most       
important component as all the mould must be 
physically removed to prevent regrowth. Clean up 
any mould residue caused by the scrubbing with a 
damp cloth or vacuum cleaner with a HEPA filter. 

Never leave children 
alone with any open flame 
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As we’d like to join parishioners in celebrating their  
significant life milestones – be they anniversaries or 
birthdays – by publishing them in The Bridge, this is 
a call-out to everyone to drop us a line and tell us 
about it. 
 
This month, we congratulate Mary Way on turning 
94 years young back on 24 May. Mary has been a 
faithful parishioner ‘forever’, having been baptised, 
confirmed and married at Our Lady of the Rosary 
(OLOR) and for many years played the organ at 
both OLOR and St Matthew’s Bridgewater. 
 
She was also a founder member of the Stirling 
CWL and to celebrate her milestone, she caught up 
with friends at the Bridgewater Inn. 
 

Tell us about your significant milestones  

Waiter Sam was honoured to serve Mary a 
celebratory gin and tonic! 

Please note that the deadlines for the next three issues for The Bridge are: 
*  July – 30 June 2022   *  August – 29 July 2022    *  September – 31 August 2022 

  
Your contributions can be emailed to me at  paul@wordcafe.com.au or dropped off 

at the parish house. 
 

Thank you 
 Paul Robinson (editor) 

mailto:paul@wordcafe.com.au
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As this directory changes from time to time, anyone wishing to volunteer for any of the parish       

activities listed below is asked to please contact the parish office. 

1 Wembley Avenue (PO Box 713), Bridgewater SA 5155 

P: 08 8339 1608 W: www.adelaidehillsparish.com.au E: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Priest 

Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

Pastoral Coordinator 

Cathie Oswald    8339 1608 

Parish Secretary 

Judith McPhee    8339 1608 

Baptism Teams 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Maria Thompson    0408 898 357  

Anne Moore    8568 2800 

Sue Streich    8568 2858 

Deb Stapleton     0408 835 990 

Pam Broadbridge   8339 5013 

Catholic Womens League 

Barbara Mott (Bridgewater)   8339 1083 

Anne McEvoy (Birdwood)  8568 2394 

Child Protection  

Mark McGeough    

Children’s Liturgy    

Jane van Mierle    8339 2609 

Choir 

Damien Mansfield   8339 4133 

Christian Life Communities 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Faith Formation Team 

Dan de Fazio (Chair)   8339 3393 

Paris Huffman (Secretary)  8568 2394 

Finance and Maintenance Committee 

Paul Howe (Chair)   8388 5281 

Birdwood contact 

Leon & Leonie Holmes   8568 2319 

Hills Combined Christian Churches 

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958 

Francis McEvoy    8568 2394 

Liturgy 

Birdwood - Fr Alfred Farrugia  8339 1608 

Lobethal - Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

 

Men’s Spirituality Coordinators 

Paul Somers    8339 5118  

Dan de Fazio    8339 3393 

Music Coordinator 

Sean van der Linden   8339 8195 

Our Lady of the Rosary Community Rep 

Debbie Somers    8339 5118 

Parish Atrium 

Sue Sachse    0431 117 840 

Parish Pastoral Council  

Tom Kenyon (Chair)   0439 977 221 

Prayer Group 

Christina Way    8339 1825 

Sacraments—Baptisms, Weddings,                                               

Reconciliation, Communion to the Sick,                                               

Religious Education                                                                                                   

Please contact the Parish House 8339 1608 

St. Catherine’s Catholic School 

22 Ayers Hill Rd, Stirling SA 5152 8238 8238 

Principal - John Low 

School Board Chair - Russell Gwynne 

St Martha’s Meals meals4stmartha@gmail.com 

St Matthew’s Sewing Group 

Stasia Duszynski    8339 4396 

St Vincent de Paul Society  

Sue Arthurson     8339 8312 

Leonie Holmes    8568 2319 

Social Justice Group  

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958  

WHS Volunteer  

Marianne Berry    0407 903 382 

Awaken Youth  

Jess Sachse    8339 1608 

The Bridge Email: 

thebridge@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/adelaidehillsparish   

The opinions expressed in The Bridge are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Parish Priest, Pastoral Coordinator, Editor or Parish. 


