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Where is Fr Fred? 
By Fr Fred 

Recently someone said to me, “Parishioners are saying: 
’Where is Fr Fred’”. 
  
To this question I was left speechless and it took me a 
long time to digest those words. Well, I didn’t defend    
myself as I am sure God knows where Fr Fred is and it 
made me wonder to explain what is my role as a parish 
priest. 
 
In the Catholic Church, a parish priest (also known as a 
pastor) is a priest appointed by the bishop to represent 
him to the local parish. In our case we have four churches 
in one small region of the state. Our parish in area is one 
of the largest in South Australia, with the drive from 
Bridgewater to Mount Pleasant taking around an hour. 
   
In South Australia, too, many parish priests are            
expatriates, having left their home countries to administer 
to parishioners thousands of kilometres away. 
  
A diocesan priest gets a modest monthly salary from the 
Archdiocese of Adelaide. In addition, the Archdiocese   
provides lodging, health insurance and provides a car, 
paying fuel and insurance. In my case as a diocesan 
priest, I live in the parish alone and basically have my own 
living quarters inside the rectory — the house where I live.  
 
I have to do my own work and always cook and eat by 
myself. As a diocesan priest I am responsible for buying 
food and maintaining clothing, books, computers,         
televisions, stereos, and so on. I don’t pay any taxes. 
 
The parish council and finance committee, which are 
made up of lay parishioners for the most part, advise and 
counsel the pastor but don’t have administrative or       
executive authority. Besides attending to these bodies, I 
look after and administer the parish finances, attend and 
organise meetings, prepare agendas for our three      
communities, and support the liturgy, social justice, youth,   
parish team, and Faith and Formation groups. 
   
As parish priest I celebrate Mass, hear confessions every 
week, give marriage counselling, provide prenuptial    
counselling, give spiritual direction, anoint and visit      
shut-ins and the sick in hospitals and nursing homes, 

teach about the    
Sacraments to      
children and adults, 
baptise, witness    
marriages, perform 
funerals and burials,  
at present helping the 
Maltese community 
as no Maltese      
chaplain has yet to 
take over, pray      
privately every day, 
engage in      spiritual 
and          theological 
reading, and           
occasionally find time to relax. 
 
And once a year, a parish priest is  expected to undertake 
a five-day retreat in addition to his regular spiritual direc-
tion and daily prayer. Yeah, busy job. term, we have our 
school and parish meeting. 
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In his role as parish priest, Fr Fred is also heavily involved in  

activities at St Catherine’s Catholic School. He is pictured here 

attending, along with Archbishop Patrick O’Regan and principal 

John Low, the Blessing and Opening of Stage 1 of the school’s 

Building Master Plan in November last year 



 

Our parish has a school connected to it and I am the 
chairman of the school board, I celebrate Mass and 
Liturgies at the school, attend meetings with the     
principal and twice a term, we have our school and 
parish meeting. 

As parish priest, I never feel that I am good enough at 
my work and no matter how much work I do, there is 
always more to be done, especially on the        
maintenance of our properties. It is refreshing when 
church members talk about the impact that my      
ministry is having on their lives and what they are 
learning, and how the Lord is growing them. It        
encourages my heart greatly. 
 
The parish church is where the parish priest does his 
job and where the parishioners attend Mass on      
Saturday evening or Sunday morning. The parish 
church is also where most Catholics get baptised, go 
to confession, receive Holy Communion, are con-
firmed, get married, and are buried from. 
 
We tend to take all our needs to the priest, but who do 
priests take their needs to?  You as my congregation 
are like my family. Just like members in a family, 
priests can sometimes be taken for granted,          
overworked and under-appreciated. The result is 

compassion fatigue, decreased performance, stress 
leave, physical and mental illness.  
 
Ministry is stressful, and burnout is a constant danger. 
The people who run your parish need your prayers, 
your help, and reminders of your love and              
appreciation. They say, “A happy wife – a happy life! 
My experience is, “A happy priest – a happy parish!”  
 
When priests feel supported, appreciated, and       
encouraged, they are far better able to live their     
vocations with authenticity and fervour. As Catholic 
Archbishop of Portland, John Vlazny, once wrote, “We 
priests are only human. The more welcome and    
supported we feel, the more effective we will be in 
carrying out our ministry.”  
 
Finally, remember that Jesus makes Himself present 
to us in a special way through His priests so whatever 
you do for your priest, you also do for the Lord. And 
whatever you do for the Lord helps to build the     
Kingdom of God right here in the Adelaide Hills   
Catholic Parish.  
 
May God bless you! 

Where is Fr Fred?  
Continued from page 1 
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New PPC gets down to business 

With a new chair in Tom Kenyon and new member in 
Phil Schultz, the Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish      
Pastoral Council (PPC) is hard at work promoting 
pastoral issues and offering support and advice to    

Fr Fred. The members took time out at this month’s 
meeting to pose for an official photograph, shared 
here. 

Right: The new PPC, from left: John Low (St Catherine’s Catholic School principal), Simon Murphy, Tom Kenyon, Fr Fred, Phil 

Schultz, Cathie Oswald, Debbie Somers and Roz Crossing . Missing is Eric Toome 



 

As we reach the midway point of our 2021 financial 
year, I have been asked to reflect on the           
achievements and milestones of the first five-and-a-
half months, as well as look ahead and share some 
thoughts on what remains to be done before the      
curtain comes down on 31 December. 
 
Our budget is very much on track – thanks to Fr Fred, 
the members of the PFC and the commitment of    
parishioners in maintaining their planned giving 
pledge. Once again, thank you all for your generosity, 
  
On the expenditure side we are also pleasingly            
tracking ‘on budget’ after allowing for the significant 
cost of renovating the over 50-year-old iron roof at St 
Matthew’s Church, Bridgewater. 
 
As a team, we at the PFC have been fortunate to have 
Deb Stapleton and Paul Somers join our group. Both 
have extensive commercial and family experience in 
dealing with financial matters and will no doubt be 
able to make valuable contributions to the PFC.  
 
Thank you to both for taking on this role.  
 
The church finances operate on a calendar year basis, 
more in keeping with how Not-For-Profits report their 
financials. During the first six months of the year, 
works have also been undertaking – and in some   
cases, continue – at our other Mass centres of          
St Matthew’s Birdwood, St Joseph the Worker     
Lobethal and Our Lady of the Rosary (OLOR) Stirling 
East.   
 
At St Matthew’s Birdwood, changes have been made 
to the internal plumbing, while the church spire repairs 
are imminent (if not done already). The air-
conditioning was also finally installed in the house to 
bring it up to current tenant standards.  
 
St Joseph’s Lobethal is in the throes of having the ex-
ternal cross renovated and the carpark graveled, while 
OLOR Stirling East has seen the guttering facia      
repaired and painted. At the same time, the paving 
has been pressure cleaned and the electricals have 
been upgraded to comply with current standards. 
 
 We’re also attending to the fabrication of cushions 
which, when ready in the next short while, should go a 
long way towards lessening the harshness of those 
box seats!   
 
Of course, the very nature of property means there will 
always be things crying out for attention and           
demanding to be first in line. That’s maintenance for 
you! 
 
Fortunately, as a parish, we our now largely on top of 
major outlays, allowing for the ongoing property work 
to be considered and attended to in a steady budget 
context. It is always a good thing to be able to do 

things before they become a much more expensive 
problem to fix.  
 
I should mention that we were recently most fortunate 
with Fr Fred’s submission for a small heritage grant. 
Our parish received $2,500 and we thank the relevant 
local member for her assistance in this respect.      
 
Overall, we are travelling well at this time and I thank 
everyone for their ongoing generosity. It’s you that 
makes all this possible. 
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Above: The         

Birdwood church 

spire is to be           

repaired 

Fr Fred, PFC and parishioners keep the budget healthy 
By Parish Finance Council (PFC) chair, Paul Howe  

Left: The paving at  

OLOR in the process 

of receiving a     

pressure clean  

Below:  

St Joseph’s,        

Lobethal is in the 

throes of having the 

external cross     

renovated 



 

THE BRIDGE            Page 4 

Parishioner Geoff Oliver has recently written and    

published his autobiography ‘Live Your Life – Not Just 

Exist’, which covers the years of his education and his 

first job as a musterer and boundary rider on the    

largest sheep station in the north-east of SA.   

He relates the purchase of the first of four properties, 

including a thoroughbred stud and a fodder and grain 

business.    

In Geoff’s words… 

“I was born 93 years ago, and the era I grew up in, I 

consider was a very lucky period.  Luckily that it was 

in a time of great development, just after the war, and 

millions of cures were springing up everywhere. 

“Our population was 7.2 million, and the government 

declared we had to double the number in 12 months. 

So, our borders were opened up and migrants poured 

in from all over the world. Our numbers were 

achieved, and great works like Snowy Mountains 

Scheme and the East West Railway were completed.   

“All this meant jobs were plentiful. A job was an     

entitlement. Young people became very adventurous, 

almost irresponsible, knowing that a job was waiting 

for them. That was my attitude, so I gave up           

veterinary science after one year and went outback, 

and from there adopted a rural life until 1951 when I 

returned to Glenelg and started in the grain and     

fodder business. 

“My grandchildren now have much more pressure on 

them, especially in obtaining a job. Even though I   

followed my instincts, I did have a very successful life, 

as my book portrays.” 

‘Live Your Life’ is available for purchase at $25 a 
copy, with all proceeds going to the various charities 

illustrated in Geoff’s his book. You can order/buy the 
book from our parish. 

Parishioner Geoff Oliver pens his autobiography 

Our Mary Way turned 93 years young on 24 May – 

and her daughters Margie Holloway and Carmel 

Walker decided to surprise her with a Red Limousine 

to take 10 ladies (of course it was a very quiet ride – 

and on the way back the Karaoke machine played 

Johnny Farnham and Elvis Presley songs!) for High 

Tea on Saturday 22 May.  

Birthday friends met at Mary’s home and chauffeur 

Peter and navigator and Margie’s husband Peter   

Holloway took us to the Pastel Teacup in Strathalbyn, 

where we were treated to fussy finger food – savoury 

and sweet – and so many types of perfectly brewed 

pots of tea.  

After the wonderful experience, we climbed into the  

limo and headed for Mt Lofty Summit for a final photo 

opportunity. May God continue to bless you, Mary. 

The ladies and the limo: from left, parishioners Carmel 

Fairbairn, Colleen Sim, birthday girl Mary Way, Pam 

Broadbridge and Barb Mott 

Geoff Oliver’s autobiography ‘Live Your Life’, can be   

ordered and purchased through the parish  

Mary does things the right way on 93rd birthday 
By Pam Broadbridge 
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Hutt Street Centre completes extensive refurbishment 
By Paul Howe 

The Hutt Street Centre, established by the Daughters 
of Charity in 1954 in response to the need they saw in 
the south-eastern corner of Adelaide, has undergone 
an extensive refurbishment in recent months to      
provide the best possible service and facilities to 
homeless and less fortunate people of the city. 

The improvements see the addition of a private      
retreat where families can find comfort and safety, 
medical treatment rooms for clients to connect with 
specialist health services, a creative hub that         
encourages clients to focus on their wellbeing and 
build confidence, and an all-weather courtyard for  
outdoor dining, group activities and social connection. 

Essential amenities have also been refreshed,       
including a bright and spacious dining area, modern 
bathrooms, secure lockers and a fully equipped laun-
dry. 

Commenting on the refurbishment and freshening of 
existing facilities, Hutt Street Centre CEO Chris Burns 
said every client has a different journey and different 
needs on their pathway to homefulness. 

“We’re responding with an inclusive space that not 
only delivers our essential services but feels          
welcoming and safe for each person who walks 
through our doors,” he added. 

Volunteers play a vital role in helping the Hutt Street 
Centre to deliver on its mission – to provide a        

multi-service, non-residential agency to support 
homeless and vulnerable inner city residents to 
achieve secure housing and social inclusion for all 
who are disadvantaged and homeless. 

We are fortunate in our parish that we have a small 
band of volunteers who have long helped with, among 
others, filling kitchen rosters and going about their 
work in a cheerful, supportive and reliable fashion.  

Each year, the Hutt Street Centre serves up to 40,000 
meals and offers social work and support services to 
nearly 2,000 people. The Centre services up to 200 
people challenged by homelessness each day. 

Sacramental Program completes Ritual of Choosing in mid-May 

After taking a break to 

allow others the oppor-

tunity to provide this 

ministry to the commu-

nity, Phil Schultz has 

returned to the PPC 

The 2021 Sacramental Program reached another  
milestone on Sunday 16 May when all candidates and 
their families attended a special Mass at St Matthew’s 
Bridgewater to again commit themselves to the      
sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation. 

Known as the Ritual of Choosing, this significant    
moment in the journey sees the sacramental         
candidates reaffirm their commitment in the company 
of their fellow parishioners. 

A small band of parishioners have long helped in a   

voluntary capacity at the Hutt Street Centre 

Fr Fred leads          

Sacramental Program 

candidates and their 

families in the Ritual 

of Choosing 
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Remembering Mia Feijen – generous, welcoming,                                                         

resilient and loving to the end 

Mia Feijen’s daughter Mary and son Henry delivered eulogies at the 98-year-old’s Requiem Mass                                                                                         

at St Matthew’s Bridgewater late last month, both of which are reproduced here 

On behalf of the family, we would like to thank        

everyone for attending today to celebrate my        

wonderful mother, Mia Feijen’s, life. 

Mum was born Maria Francisca Henrietta to Hendrik 

and Elisabeth Sonnemans on 4 October 1922 in 

Nederweert, Limburg, The Netherlands. She was one 

of seven children and went to school until she was 15. 

She lived at Lock 19, where her father was the lock 

master. Mum had many adventures on the lock and 

would often share stories of this time.  

Mum worked as a seamstress and met Severinus   

Feijen when she was 19 years of age at a Choir and 

Band Festival. Mum was in the Choir and Dad was in 

the Band and the rest was history. They courted 

through the difficult years of the war and finally were 

able to be married on 25 November 1947.  

Mum often talked about these times and wanted her 

family to understand the difficulties and joys in her life 

during the war. They started a family and had four 

children by 1952, Will, Corry, Liz and Henry. Dad was 

a Captain in the Dutch Military Police and they lived in 

a lovely home in Helden, where she enjoyed a      

comfortable life. This was her first home as a married 

lady and she compared all later homes to this one. 

Suddenly, Dad decided it was time for a change and 

plans were made to immigrate to Australia. Mum was 

not nearly as keen but agreed and they arrived in 

Australia in 1953. They came by plane, with four     

children in tow, landed in Perth, and went into an   

immigration camp in Western Australia. The           

conditions were basic, a complete change from what 

Mum was used to, a real culture shock.  

Work was scarce so Dad decided to go to South    

Australia, where he had heard prospects were better. 

Mum was left on her own with the children, in a new 

country, where she could hardly speak the language. 

Once work and accommodation were found, Dad sent 

for Mum and she and the children came to Adelaide.  

They invested in a poultry farm in Bridgewater where 

they raised children and chickens. Over the years, 

Mum became a mother to seven more children,    

bringing the total to 11 – me, John, Helen, Alex,    

Winnie and Fran. Sadly in 1961 she lost one child 

(also named Winnie) at 

age 5 to leukemia. 

Mum was the driving 

force in running the 

poultry farm as Dad 

worked, firstly at    

Holden’s and then he 

invested in a tip truck. 

In 1966, they brought 

the delicatessen in 

Bridgewater, where the 

whole family moved.  

Here Mum was faced with the biggest challenge of 

her life. Her husband was involved in a fatal accident. 

She was in a country where she had no family       

support, she had 10 children under the age of 18 and 

she was pregnant. Finally, a ray of sunshine in the 

form of the birth of her 12th child, Frina, in 1967, gave 

her the strength to forge ahead.  

The church was a great support at this time. Mum’s 

resilience shone through as she held her family to-

gether. Mum decided to remain in Australia and in the 

shop until 1969, before she moved to Aldgate and 

helped support the family by cooking and cleaning in 

the St Joseph and St Catherine convents. 

The children grew and Mum encouraged us through 

our school years and chosen career paths. We      

became adults, married and became parents. Mum 

was a grandma, a great grandma (Oma) and a great-

great-grandma and cherished all the joy these       

wonderful children brought into her life. It was through 

her continuous association with young children that 

Mum managed to maintain her youthfulness.  

In 1996, Mum moved with me to Heathfield where life 
should have been relaxing. Instead, she and I took 
pleasure in gardening and spent many weeks     
transforming a barren rocky piece of land into a     
thriving beautiful garden. Mum also enjoyed reading, 
crossword puzzles, computer games and trying to 
beat me in cards. We probably played over a million 
games of cards together. You would have thought 
that I would have let the old lady win, but no way!   

Continued on page 7 

Our Mum, the Belle of the Ball 
By daughter Mary 

Mia Feijen RIP 
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Our Mum, the Belle of the Ball 

Continued from page 6 

There was always a continuous stream of family 

members visiting Mum, the coffee pot was always on. 

Coffee, biscuits and lollies were always a given at 

Mum’s house, especially for the grandchildren. Mum 

would drop everything she was doing to make you 

feel welcome.  

When Mum was in her late 70s, she had a   major 

operation on her lower back. Through her               

determination, she was able to continue with a happy 

and full life. Mum enjoyed being a member of the 

Uraidla Bowling Club and showed her competitive 

side, a quality she passed on to ALL her children. 

Mum lost her eldest son Will, in 2015. She found this 

difficult to endure as parents should not outlive their 

children. 

Within the last five years of her life, Mum went on two 

amazing overseas holidays with Will and Ros, me 

joining them on one occasion. These were cherished 

memories in her later years. Mum also had             

innumerable holidays within South Australia,          

interstate and overseas with other family members.  

She especially enjoyed the large family gatherings at 

Easter and Christmas and was always fully involved 

in all the milestones of the individual families, making 

a point of attending all birthdays and special events 

for each and every one of us. Mum was most often 

the last person to leave, even when she was well into 

her 90s. 

She always wanted to be the Belle of the Ball.     

Comfort was not a necessity; the right shoes and   

perfect hair were a must. Mum loved the occasions 

where she could dress in her nice clothes, and she 

would outshine us all. 

Mum was able to live at home until she was 97,     

before moving to the Clayton Church Home at     

Woodside for the last 15 months of her life. Here, she 

was treated with dignity, care and respect.   

Mum was immensely proud of all her children, the 

adults they had become, their families and their many 

other achievements – the only thing she was a little 

disappointed with was our inability to sing ‘Happy 

Birthday’ in tune!  

Sadly, Mum passed away peacefully in her sleep on 
12 May 2021. 

Mia, Mum, Oma, Grandma, regardless of what you 

call her, she was an amazing woman. While they give 

out Mother of the Year awards, mum, standing at just 

158cm, weighing a mere 50kg and caring for 11     

children under the age of 18, without a husband, 

should receive the Mother of the Decade award. 

Mum always told stories about growing up in the 

Netherlands, skating from village to village when the 

canals froze over, bicycle riding and going to local 

dances with her sisters. Mum told us about World War 

II, her family hiding fleeing people in their basement, 

standing in knee-deep snow while their home was 

raided in the middle of the night and making dresses 

out of the American parachutes. 

When growing up, Mum was the boss over the whole 

family. There was a saying by Dad, which roughly 

translated says, “If Mum said it’s black and we all 

know it’s white; it’s black.” 

Even with Dad she ruled the house, holding back 

marital favours. He must have towed the line, as they 

had 12 children. Mum loved playing cards, reading, 

doing puzzles, watching tennis, going on holidays, 

including back to the Netherlands at least five times. 

In her 70s and 80s, she started to play bowls, which 

she thoroughly enjoyed and through which she made 

some lasting friends. 

They say the Dutch are arrogant, I would call us   

stubborn. Mum was the latter. She loved an argument 

and would never admit to being wrong. Being of    

similar character, we had a few over the years,      

especially in my late teens and early 20s. One day 

she got so mad she took off a slipper and threw it at 

me. I ducked and it hit my younger sister, Frina, in the 

head. 

Mum was an attractive lady and if she had any       

admirers after Dad passed away, they soon would 

have been scared off with all of us children staring out 

the windows. In Mum’s later years, she finally       

mastered the English language. She learnt how to 

swear, the words that came out of that sweet old    

lady… This was all due to her dementia. 

Mum certainly put the dreaded mother-in-law myth to 

bed, as evidenced by the tears that flowed from Anne, 

Della, Roz and Dee when she passed away. My    

family of Della, our three kids, their partners and the 

seven grandchildren all cherished you, Mum. 

As close as any person could be to perfect 
By son Henry 
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200 Years of Catholic Education Mass  
Our school captains represented St Catherine's at the 
South Australian Mass for the 
Bicentenary of Catholic     
Education in Australia. Mass 
was held at St Francis      
Xavier's Cathedral and was 
attended by representatives 
from Catholic Schools 
and organisations from 
across the state. Falling on 
the Feast Day of Our Lady 
Help of Christians,          
Archbishop Patrick reminded 
us of all who have been a 
part of the history of Catholic 
Education in South Australia. 
 

New Altar Servers Welcomed  
Thank you to the Year 5 and 
6 students who continue to 
offer their services during our 
school celebrations by taking 
part as altar servers. There 
are a number of Year 5    
students who will be men-
tored by Year 6 students 
more experienced in this 
role, Michael and Xavier. It is 
a wonderful way for these 
students to engage in the 
Mass and show their      

leadership skills.  

Our Staff Reflection Day an Enriching              
Experience 
Our staff reflection day for 2021 focused on the theme 
of 'Walking Forward, Looking Back' and took place 
at Warriparinga Wetlands and Living Kaurna Cultural 
Centre. We were guided by Fr Tom Gleeson and a 
local cultural officer through a day of understanding, 
considering the history of the Kaurna people in South 
Australia and the way in which our Catholic Identity is 
enriched by an understanding of 
Indigenous Spirituality. Staff had a 
chance to consider their own     
ancestry and the way in which the 
sharing of our own story nourishes 
our connection to land and our 
sense of self.     

Kindness in Spotlight at First Community 
Prayer  
Thank you to our Year 6 leaders who organised and 
facilitated our first community 
prayer for the year as part of 
their Dominican Leadership 
Program. With the theme of 
'kindness' as their focus, we 
were invited to reflect on the 
way in which we show and 
receive kindness from those 
around us. Thank you also to 
the parents and friends who 
were able to join us for the 
occasion.  

We look forward to sharing in 
our next community prayer on 
Tuesday 29 June, and extend 
an invite to all who wish to join 
us. 

Learning in Year 5 
To enrich the students learning about how Catholic 
traditions compare to other religions around the world, 
students in Year 5 have spent time looking at the   
connection to country and the traditional ways of living 
of the Indigenous Australians. They also wrote their 
own Acknowledgement of Country: 

I acknowledge that the land owns the people, not the 
people own the land, and we need to look after the 
land. The Kaurna people looked after the land and we 
need to do the same.     By Allegra and Lucille 

Our Year 5 students also worked with James Meston 
on Podcasting with Arch D radio. They shared their 
work on ecology and are learning about what it takes 
to write and produce a podcast. We look forward to   
being able to share this with the wider community 
once the podcast series is complete.   

Finally, our camps for the year have kicked off with 
Year 5 students venturing to the Woodhouse Activity 
Centre. The days were jam-packed with adventure, 
including tenting, tube sliding and 
the infamous challenge hill. These 
events are a great opportunity for 
the students to build lasting      
memories and develop personal 
and social capabilities in an         
environment beyond the classroom.   

St Catherine’s Catholic School News 

This month’s activities at St Catherine’s Catholic School saw both students and staff engage in events that enriched their 

lives and, in some cases, took them outside their comfort zones. Here, APRIM, Krystina Dawe, shares just some of these  

Our captains at the 
special Mass 

New altar servers with 

Fr Fred 

Students reflect on the 
theme of kindness   
during the year’s             
first community       

prayer 

A local cultural officer guides staff 
through a day of understanding 

and enrichment 
The camp days were jam-packed 

with adventure 



 

The days are getting shorter, the nights longer – and 
both of them a whole lot colder. 

That’s the reality of winter, which is now well and truly 
upon us and will get worse as we move into July. 

And that’s why each year at this time, we at the St 
Vincent de Paul Society launch our Winter Appeal, 
aimed at helping our less fortunate fellow citizens – 
individuals, parents, families, children – facing        
financial hardship and giving them hope for a better 
tomorrow. 

This year, the looming winter brings with it even    
greater trepidation for many as we slowly emerge from 
the dark and debilitating shadow of Covid-19, a global 
pandemic that remains with us and continues to     
impact so negatively on the lives of so many. 

Yes, Australia has done better than most in protecting 
us from Covid-19 and its many negative effects, but 
there are still many out there doing it tough and   
sleeping rough. This year’s Vinnies Winter Appeal, 
fittingly, has the theme of ‘Home Wanted’. 

We bring the focus very much on the impact       
homelessness has on all of us, particularly children. 
We can all appreciate that facing homelessness as a 
family is overwhelming, especially in a climate where 
one of the by-products of Covid-19 is soaring house 
prices and increasingly limited places to rent.  

Add to this job losses and cuts to the JobSeeker   
supplement and you will quickly appreciate that many 
people again find themselves living below the poverty 
line, back to where they started.  

While some people are anxious to get back to 
‘normal’, for those that were previously vulnerable it is 
not a future to look forward to. 

In such a scenario, it is only through the support and 
dedication of Vinnies – and your generous support – 
that we can continue our good works. 

In South Australia – and more particularly in the     
Stirling Conference – we provide a vital service for 
individuals and families facing financial hardship. Our 
volunteers and team members provide the emotional 
and financial assistance that struggling families need 
to hang on to their tenancies and maintain a secure 
environment for their children. 

It goes without saying, then, that your commitment to 
helping those experiencing disadvantage, poverty, 
loneliness and homelessness is still very much    
needed and appreciated. 

We are seeking your support for those in our        
community doing it tough, of whom there are many 

even given what’s largely viewed as a relatively      
affluent area of greater Adelaide. 

Through the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society in 
assisting people in need, we demonstrate that there is 
hope for the future. And in supporting the Winter    
Appeal, you will assist us at the local level to offer 
support to those in our local community who may be 
struggling and need our assistance. 

Last month, I spoke to you all after Mass, stressing 
these points, and providing you all with envelopes into 
which to place your donations to assist the needy in 
our community. 

I remind you that you can make your donations by 
cash, cheque, money order or credit card. After you 
have made your donation, please bring your           
envelopes back to church and place it in the second 
collection during Mass. 

Alternatively, you can return your envelope and      
enclosed donation by post. 

Remember, too, that donations of $2 or more are tax 
deductible. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you for your      
anticipated generous response. 

Give to Vinnies’ Winter Appeal – and give hope 
By St Vincent de Paul Society Stirling Conference member, Paul Somers 
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This year’s Vinnies Winter Appeal, fittingly, has the 

theme of ‘Home Wanted’ 
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Corpus Christi calls us to for focus on two                                                           
manifestations of the Body of Christ 

By Fr Fred 
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ is also known as the Solemnity of Corpus 
Christi, which translates from Latin to "Body of Christ." 
This feast originated in France in the mid-13th      
Century and was extended to the whole Church by 
Pope Urban IV in 1264. It is celebrated on the     
Thursday following the Trinity Sunday or, as in       
Australia, on the Sunday following that feast. 

Corpus Christi calls us to focus on two manifestations 
of the Body of Christ, the Holy Eucharist and the 
Church. The primary purpose of this feast is to focus 
our attention on the Eucharist. The opening prayer at 
Mass calls our attention to Jesus' suffering and death 
and our worship of Him, especially in the Eucharist. 

At every Mass, our attention is called to the Eucharist 
and the Real Presence of Christ in it. The secondary 
focus of Corpus Christi is upon the Body of Christ as it 
is present in the Church. The Church is called the 
Body of Christ because of the intimate communion 
which Jesus shares with his disciples.  

He expresses this in the Gospels by using the       
metaphor of a body in which He is the head. This    
image helps keep in focus both the unity and the    
diversity of the Church. The Feast of Corpus Christi is 
commonly used as an opportunity for public           
Eucharistic processions, which serves as a sign of 
common faith and adoration. Our worship of Jesus in 
His Body and Blood calls us to offer to God our Father 
a pledge of undivided love and an offering of          
ourselves to the service of others. 

On Maundy Thursday, the day on which the Church 
commemorates the institution of the Holy Eucharist, it 
is impossible to honour the Blessed Sacrament with 
appropriate solemn and joyful rites. Such a festival is 
precluded by the sad and sorrowful memories of the 
day — the betrayal of Judas, Christ's agony and    
arrest, Peter's denial.  

In our parish to celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi, 
we organised the exposition of the Blessed           
Sacrament at St Matthew’s Bridgewater from 
11.30am to 5.00pm on Friday 4 June. The adoration 
was continuous as every 15 minutes there was a   
parishioner in front of the Blessed Sacrament.  

It was encouraging to see many cars in our car park 
during the time of Adoration. The exposition came to 
an end at 5.00pm with benediction. Then on Sunday 6 
June, on the Feast of Corpus Christi, we had the   
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for 30 minutes at 
the Our Lady of the Rosary church in Stirling East. 

We recited the Rosary and concluded with             
benediction, before the 5.30pm Mass was celebrated. 

As I said during my Homily at Sunday Mass on 6 
June, history has shown that the meaning of actions 
we regularly repeat often become lost or eroded over 
time. It is our responsibility to keep the Eucharist alive 
and relevant. We will do that only by living it, by    
consciously being bread broken and wine poured out 
for others each day of our lives, by becoming what we 
receive and through when we have the exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament, especially on the First Friday 
of each month. 

The exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St 

Matthew’s Bridgewater on Friday 4 June 

The exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Our Lady of 

the Rosary on Sunday 6 June 
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 ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH - MASS TIMES 
 

St Matthew’s Church, Bridgewater 1 Wembley Avenue 
Saturday Vigil – 6.00pm 

Sunday – 10.30am 
 

St Matthew’s Church, Birdwood Lot 95 Shannon Street 
First & Third Sunday – 8.30am 

 

St Joseph the Worker Church, Lobethal 38 Ridge Road 
Second, Fourth & Fifth Sunday – 8.30am 

 

Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Stirling East  
135 Old Mount Barker Road 

Sunday – 5.30pm 

 Deadlines for forthcoming issues of The Bridge 
 

If you’re planning to submit something to The Bridge for the next three issues, please note the following deadlines: 
July – Friday 2 July 2021 

August – Wednesday 4 August 
September – Friday 3 September 

 

Your contributions can be emailed to paul@wordcafe.com.au or dropped off at the parish house. 
Thank you. 

Paul Robinson (editor) 
Therese Franco (graphic designer) 

Is an attractive,   historic 

(1881) stone church in a 

lovely garden setting. It is 

available for weddings. 

The church has seating 

for 80 to 100 people. To 

make a booking or to  

enquire, please call the 

Parish Office on        

8339 1608 

Our Lady of the Rosary Church 

mailto:paul@wordcafe.com.au
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This directory is constantly changing if you want to volunteer in any of the parish activities please contact the parish office. 

1 Wembley Avenue (PO Box 713), Bridgewater SA 5155 

P: 08 8339 1608 W: www.adelaidehillsparish.com.au E: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Priest 

Fr Alfred Farrugia    8339 1608 

Pastoral Coordinator 

Cathie Oswald    8339 1608 

Parish Secretary 

Therese Franco    8339 1608 

Baptism Teams 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Maria Thompson     8388 7742 

Anne Moore     8568 2800 

Sue Streich     8568 2858 

Deb Stapleton     0408 835 990 

Pam Broadbridge    8339 5013 

Catholic Womens League 

Barbara Mott (Bridgewater)   8339 1083 

Anne McEvoy (Birdwood)   8568 2394 

Child Protection  

Mark McGeough    

Children’s Liturgy    

Jane van Mierle    8339 2609 

Choir 

Damien Mansfield    8339 4133 

Christian Life Communities 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Faith Formation Team 

Dan de Fazio (Chair)    8339 3393 

Paris Huffman (Secretary)   8568 2 394 

Finance and Maintenance Committee 

Paul Howe (Chair)    8388 5281 

Birdwood contact 

Leon & Leonie Holmes   8568 2319 

Hills Combined Christian Churches 

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958 

Francis McEvoy    8568 2 394 

Liturgy 

Birdwood - Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

Lobethal - Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

 

Men’s Spirituality Coordinators 

Paul Somers     8339 5118  

Dan de Fazio     8339 3393 

Music Coordinator 

Sean van der Linden    8339 8195 

Our Lady of the Rosary Community Rep 

Debbie Somers    8339 5118 

Parish Atrium 

Sue Sachse     0431 117 840 

Parish Pastoral Council  

Tom Kenyon (Chair)    0439 977 221 

Prayer Group 

Christina Way     8339 1825 

Sacraments—Baptisms, Weddings,                                               

Reconciliation, Communion to the Sick,                                               

Religious Education                                                                                                   

Please contact the Parish House  8339 1608 

St. Catherine’s Catholic School 

22 Ayers Hill Rd, Stirling SA 5152  8238 8238 

Principal - John Low 

School Board Chair - Gill Holmes  

St. Martha’s Meals  meals4stmartha@gmail.com 

 

St Matthews Sewing Group 

Stasia Duszynski    8339 4396 

St Vincent de Paul Society  

Sue Arthurson     8339 8312 

Leonie Holmes    8568 2319 

Social Justice Group  

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958  

WHS Volunteer  

Pat Wheeler      8339 2222 

Youth Group 

David Anthony    0449 119 891 

Parish Office email:  adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Bridge Email:   thebridge@ozemail.com.au 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/adelaidehillsparish 

     

The opinions expressed in The Bridge are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the Parish Priest, Pastoral Coordinator, Editor or Parish. 


