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What if they never come back ? 
By Fr Fred 

Covid-19 safety measures and social distancing have put 
further strain on many Catholic churches, with some    
parishes seeing their flocks dwindling. While many hope 
things will return to ‘normal’ once a vaccine is widely 
available, what if they never come back? 
 
This pandemic has had me thinking: if our churches are 
going too close, are we going to lose money? Is it already 
happening, or it is going to happen? Will I be able to pay 
the church insurance and our annual contribution to the 
Archdiocese? My greatest worry, though, was that      
parishioners would stop coming to church. Some are still 
afraid to attend; others don’t believe in the registration 
process; while still others haven’t received communion as 
they choose only to receive it on the tongue.  
 
Covid-19 has created these issues and I quote what 
Pope Francis has suggested – if people were attending 
Mass out of habit, it’s best if they stay home. He added 
that in overcoming “this difficult trial” of Covid-19, it's pos-
sible that “the faithful will be more true, more authentic.” 
 
While it’s easy to admit that Covid-19 may prompt a 
smaller church in the future., it should never be our goal. 
At this point as a pastor, I need to roll up my sleeves and 
face the challenge. It’s easy to look down and accept the 
situation instead of doing what the situation calls for, 

which is to push myself and each other to lift our heads 
up. My role in navigating the current crisis is crucial.   
 
I need to be careful and remind myself what Pope    
Francis calls the war on clericalism – the mentality 
among clergy that their power rests in their position,     
rather than service. The faith of my parishioners mustn’t 
be concentrated on me as a pastor as opposed to in the 
Lord. If that would be the reality then I am setting myself, 
and my parishioners, up for failure.  
 
As a pastor, I really need to redirect people away from 
their buildings, their comfort zone and cults of personality 
to the only personality that matters…the person of Jesus 
Christ. Pope Francis – in a recent document on the    
pastoral conversion of the parish community in the      
service of the evangelising mission of the church –      
invited priests to leave their churches and meet the    
faithful where they are.  
 
Pope Francis says any pastoral action limited to the    
territory of the parish is outdated, adding that this  
“appears to be more interested in preserving a nostalgia 
of former times as opposed to looking to the future with 
courage.”           
 

      Continued on page 2 

When Covid-19 hit, my greatest worry was that parishioners for one      
reason or another would stop coming to church 
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I was thrilled when I received an email to say that 
churches who supplied evening meals for Blaze Aid 
volunteers, who worked so hard to replace fences lost 
in last year’s Cudlee Creek bushfire, would receive a 
Civic Award at the Australia Day events. 
 
As I was involved representing the Catholic Women’s 
League at the Australia Day Mass in the Cathedral, 
Margaret Smitherman kindly stepped in and accepted 
the award on behalf of the parish. 
 
The award was presented in a nice frame and will be 
hung in the Mary O’Dea Centre as a reminder of the 
generosity of all the parishioners who helped to cook, 
serve and donate money so that we could earn this 
recognition. Thanks to you all. 

Civic Award for Blaze Aid meals volunteers 
By Leonie Holmes 

The Birdwood volunteers celebrate the Blaze Aid 

award. From left, Leon Holmes, Margaret Smitherman, 

Eileen O’Dea and Leonie Holmes. 

The Pope also encouraged clergy to include lay         
people as much as possible in the life and mission of 
the parish, while maintaining that priests remain the 
“protagonists of evangelisation”. 

In my opinion, we need to watch over the reality that 
Catholics have shown themselves to be particularly 
unattached to the physical presence of the church 
and seemed to be choosing instead to hear Mass 
online.   

I am getting the feeling that during this pandemic 
some who never came to church have begun to     
explore the faith for the first time and while there are a 

lot of challenges in this environment, there are also a 
lot of opportunities. The only way to emerge stronger 
is to be open to new ideas, taking advantage of the 
new freedom generated by the pandemic.  

I feel that putting together the Life and Formation 
Team in our parish is the right direction to take to 
make this happen. 

We ought to be positive so that, together, we can    
encourage ourselves to be courageous. When    
adopting a positive outlook, we can make the right 
choices and be beacons of light in this otherwise very 

dark world that we are facing right now.  

What if they never come back ?  
Continued from page 1 

Some 20 parishioners gathered at Our Lady of the 
Rosary in Stirling East on Tuesday 12 January to join 
Fr Fred in a Mass to celebrate the 35th anniversary of 
his ordination to the priesthood.  

After Mass, everyone was invited back to Cathie   
Oswald’s home in Balhannah for a delicious morning 
tea that proved to be the fitting finale to a lovely 
event for all concerned. 

Mass and morning tea a fitting celebration of the 35th                        

anniversary of Fr Fred’s ordination to priesthood 

Cathie Oswald reads the Prayers of the Faithful at the 

special Mass to celebrate the 35th anniversary of Fr 

Fred’s ordination 
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Twenty-twenty will certainly be etched in our minds as 
the year that changed the course of what most of us 
considered 'normal'. We are used to hearing about 
and seeing events take place around the world,     
however the Covid-19 pandemic is an event that has 
created a common experience (albeit to differing    
degrees) across all humanity.  

For the students at St Catherine's Catholic School, 
they finished Term 1 a week earlier than planned and 
were prepared to engage in a distance/online mode of 
learning for Term 2. The restrictions changed during 
the term break and thankfully, students were able to 
commence Term 2 as usual, although a hybrid mode 
of learning was in place for the first week or so.  

By week 3 of the term, most students were back at 
school and engaged in face-to-face learning. For this 
we were extremely grateful for as we know, so many 
other children around the world were not, and in many 
instances, are still not, able to attend school. 

We were, however, required to restrict parent and   
visitor access to our school site. This was certainly 
counter cultural for us as a Catholic school community 
where family is an important part of the school-life 
fabric. Our families were incredible in their support of 
the ongoing restrictions and requirements, and digital 
communication between home and school became 
ever more important.   

Our teaching and support staff were also incredible in 
the way they adjusted and navigated the months that 
followed the pandemic’s onset. Every effort was made 
to maintain the connection and continuity of student 
learning across all our classes and our staff ensured 
that they were available to support our students and 
their families throughout these difficult times.  

We learnt several things from the experiences of 
2020, including that we can be far more flexible and 
adaptable than we thought. We also learnt that being 
in relationship with our community is a great resource 
to support our individual and collective wellbeing.  We 
also added some new words to our collective         
vocabulary - social distancing, room density, quaran-
tine, self-isolation, government restrictions, QR code 
check in – just to name a few.  

Fortunately, while several events throughout the year 
were unable to go ahead, we still managed to        
proceed with weekly Masses and liturgies, Sports 
Day, Matilda the Musical, the Year 6 Camp to Port 
Hughes, Swimming Week, excursions to both the  
Marine Discovery Centre and Goolwa, as well as 
our Year 6 graduation.  

 

A real highlight was the completion of Stage I of 
the Building Master Plan and on Tuesday 3            
November, we held an official Blessing and Opening 
ceremony for the completion of this stage. It was   
attended by several distinguished guests, including 
Archbishop Patrick O’Regan; the Minister for          
Education, the Honourable John Gardner; our local 
MP, the Honourable Josh Teague’; the Chair of the 
South Australian Commission for Catholic Schools, 
Professor Denis Ralph; and the Director of Catholic 
Education SA, Dr Neil McGoran.  

It was wonderful to be able to share these new facili-
ties and a credit to the work of the School 
Board in bringing this vision to fruition. Despite the 
challenges that 2020 has delivered, we continue to be 
a thriving school community with over 200 students 
and now with the stage one building facilities         
completed, are in a wonderful position to continue to 
grow and provide a quality Catholic education for 
years to come.  

We start 2021 a strong parish/school community with 
a common desire to be able to gather together, to 
pray, to celebrate, to share, and to learn as a commu-
nity in an environment full of faith and hope.  

Families, students, staff pull together to protect thriving community 
By Principal John Low 

Fr Fred, Archbishop O’Regan and John Low at the Blessing 

and Opening of Stage I of the Building Master Plan 

While many events had to be cancelled, we still managed 

to proceed with the like of Matilda the Musical  

RISING TO THE CHALLENGES 

 

 



 

WHS quietly goes about maintaining parish centres 
By Pat Wheeler 

The Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish’s Work Health and 
Safety (WHS) team has spent the challenging months 
of 2020 quietly going about its work of ensuring that 
all the buildings across the    various parish centres 
are maintained to a high     standard and comply with 
all work health and safety regulations.  

Much of the management of WHS activity is           
coordinated by Fr Fred, who is always on hand to 
identify needs, arrange follow-up activity and oversee 
the work done.  

Our tagging and testing regimes are carried out every 
two years, with 2020 a year for tagging and testing; 
while our fire extinguishers were also checked and 
serviced and site inspections undertaken and          
completed at Our Lady of the Rosary in Stirling, St 
Joseph’s in Lobethal and St Matthew’s in                        
Bridgewater. St Matthew’s Birdwood is earmarked for 
attention in 2021. 

The completion and official blessing and opening of 
the Our Lady of the Adelaide Hills Hall at St          
Matthew’s Bridgewater during the year means it has 
now been added to the maintenance plan to meet 
WHS compliance.  

At the same time, an in an ongoing capacity, the 
parish’s volunteer register needs to be continually  
updated with the details of new people offering their 
services to support works across the parish.  

Understandably, the Covid-19 restrictions in place for 
much of the year – and still very much with us as we 
move into 2021 – prompted many changes in each 
centre, mostly in the form of social distancing to     
ensure parishioner safety.  

Compliance in this area also incurred not insignificant 
financial costs and we thank all the families in the par-
ish for their understanding and support of the required 
changes.  

Former Archbishop Philip Wilson remembered for his years                           
of work devoted to the protection of children 

Former Adelaide Archbishop Philip Wilson has been 
farewelled at a funeral at the city’s St Francis Xavier 
Cathedral on 3 February 2021. 

Emeritus Archbishop Wilson (70), who served as 
head of the Catholic Church in Adelaide from 2001 to 
2018, died on 17 January after suffering from a series 
of health problems in recent years. The funeral,      
limited by Covid-19 to 200 mourners, was also 
livestreamed to allow as many Catholics and others 
across the diocese and beyond to pay their respects. 

During the service, the Apostolic Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Adelaide, Bishop Greg O'Kelly, said in 
his eulogy that Emeritus Archbishop Wilson had     
accomplished several significant ventures during his 
administration.  

“Apart from a strong administration of the diocese, 
there are several features that help define Philip’s 
episcopacy – his love for the institutional Church and 
its leaders, his ability to forgive, his pastoral help   
towards individuals, and his desire to strengthen the 
protection of children and the vulnerable in Church 
institutions,” Bishop O’Kelly noted. 

“While there were other significant ventures achieved 
by Emeritus Archbishop Wilson in his administration, 
the outstanding among them was his work for the  
protection of children.  

“As Archbishop of Adelaide, he again addressed the 
issue of child abuse, working to bring interim redress 
to the survivors of abuse and their families and to 
achieve settlements more speedily. In this                      
archdiocese, he established a Child Protection    
Council, the first in Australia, and the Police Check 
Unit, another Australia first.  

“He mandated police checks for all parish and        
diocesan volunteers, a task thought at the time to be 
too formidable in scope and numbers to implement.  
He further initiated auditing procedures in schools and 
parishes to ensure safety protocols for the protection 
of children.”  

In 2018, Archbishop Wilson was convicted of covering 
up the crimes of pedophile priest James Fletcher, who 
was found guilty of sexual abuse committed in the 
NSW Hunter region in the 1970s. That conviction led 
him to resign, but it was later quashed on appeal, with 
a court finding there were doubts the archbishop had 
been told about the abuse. District Court judge Roy 
Ellis said there was “no direct evidence” Archbishop 
Wilson remembered being told about the abuse or 
believed the victim had been preyed upon by     
Fletcher.” 

Archbishop Philip Wilson, left, with Fr Fred and Fr Philip 

Marshall at the 50th anniversary celebrations of St 

Matthew’s Church in Bridgewater in 2017 
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https://catholicleader.com.au/news/adelaide-archbishop-found-guilty-of-sex-abuse-cover-up
https://catholicleader.com.au/news/pope-accepts-adelaide-archbishop-philip-wilsons-resignation


 

Diana Healey – faith in action, living by Jesus’ example 
With the recent passing of parishioners Diana Healey and Tony Nichols, we share edited versions 
of their eulogies, Diana’s delivered by her daughter Jane and, overleaf, Tony’s delivered by his son, Mark 

Diana Shirley Healey, our mum, our kids’ nanna, your 
sister, your auntie, your niece, your friend, your team-
mate.  

Through all her roles, she was a beacon of love; un-
conditional and unwavering, never judgemental and 
always compassionate. Mum never did anything half-
heartedly. If you were her friend, she was loyal and 
generous – always. If you were her team, she would 
show up and support you no matter what; if you were 
her family, she loved you unconditionally and fiercely, 
and she lived her faith through words, thoughts and 
deeds every single day.  

We think it is fair to say that mum could make a friend 
out of anyone and that she collected friends the way 
she collected elephants, because she adored them. 
Her house is full of pictures with people she loved, 
with mementos and gifts, mostly involving elephants, 
all on display.  

Not many people can say that they have friendships 
that span four, five and even six decades. These 
friends journeyed with mum from primary school, 
through the mini-skirt era at live music gigs as young 
adults, through years of footy, motorsport, tennis at 
Crafers and the beginnings of Warriors basketball 
club. They became parents together and then grand-
parents, growing with each other through each stage 
of life.  

Mum was dedicated to many of these enduring friend-
ships. She would be honoured to go with you to see 
your husband’s band play and she loved celebrating 
your birthday at morning tea. Whether a coffee with 
the tennis team or a drink after basketball, mum loved 
spending quality time with people. Mum took an      
interest in everyone, really listening when people 
talked, and she never said a bad word to or about 
anyone. When choosing symbols to have with us   
today, we all agreed there needed to be a Crows 
scarf.  

Mum loved getting on that bus with George and sitting 
with family on game day, cheering her boys on, one-
eyed as ever. But the scarf also symbolises her     
devotion and loyalty to every team she was a part of. 
She was a founding member and served on the com-
mittee of Warriors Basketball for many years, an ever-
reliable player, a guiding coach and a tireless team 
manager. She played tennis for Aldgate until only a 
few short months ago.  

Mum’s team spirit extended to her workplace, with the 
Diocesan Centre becoming a second home. She 
started her working life in the early 70s as a teller at 
the Commonwealth Bank in Stirling and returned to a 
similar role in the Catholic Diocesan Fund in 1998.  

Mum’s whole-hearted devotion to God was obvious in 
the way she lived. Never loud or forceful about her 
faith, she lived by Jesus’ example and embodied the 
gifts of the Spirit. Inspired by the lessons of the Do-
minican nuns in her formative years at St Catherine's, 

mum became a 
devoted and    
active member of 
St Matthew’s   
parish and served 
it selflessly and 
humbly.  

Mum was faith in 
action. Through 
her illness and in 
her final days, 
mum’s faith gave 
her incredible 
comfort and 
peace.  

The daughter of a train driver and an apple picker, 
mum grew up in Bridgewater with her siblings Jill, 
Vernice and Robert. We remember Nan and Pop’s 
house was full of special momentos and mum be-
came a collector of special things, too.   

Mum and dad met during their senior years at Heath-
field High School and were married in 1971. Their 
union was all about family; the connection between 
the Mollers and the Healeys; and establishing their 
own family with the birth of myself, Kate and Paul. 
She devoted herself to our schooling and activities 
through volunteering in the St Catherine’s community, 
becoming a taxi driver for our sporting and musical 
pursuits, and sticking every artwork and certificate we 
ever brought home on the fridge.  

Being an auntie was a role mum relished, too. She 
was so incredibly proud of Jas, Nicole, Michelle, 
Brooke, Jack, Leigh, Jodie, Shane, Rebecca, Sarah, 
Renee and Krista and delighted in following their 
pathways to adulthood.  

The door to our home was always open to everyone – 
except Port fans. She embraced our partners and 
made their families her family too. We all know it is a 
massive understatement to say that mum was a 
proud grandmother to Theo, Owen, Alana, Tessa, 
Luca, Isla and Torvi.  

These seven small humans were everything to her 
and the last 11 years overflowed with her supporting 
their activities.  

Always a gentle guiding hand, a role model of      
kindness and a secret giver of a fourth piece of      
caramel slice, Nanna will continue to be a beacon of 
love in their lives.  

We will miss her every single day. We will speak of 
her often, we will endeavour to live by her example of 
whole-hearted living and will be inspired by her      
resilience. We will raise a glass of Baileys to her on 
special occasions and keep her memory safe in our 
hearts.  

We hope you will, too. 

Diana Healey RIP 
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Tony Nichols – the gentle, kind and devoted family man 
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Tony was a kind and devoted family man as well as a 
man of strong faith. He always had a positive outlook 
on life, so much so that whenever greeted and asked 
how he was, he would always say “never better”.  
 
Unfortunately, he wasn’t able to say that in recent 
years. Tony was born in Glenelg in 1939 and often 
joked that his birth caused World War II. He was the 
third child of Irene and Reginald Nichols, with an older 
sister Val and older brother Bob who both sadly 
passed away this year, and a younger brother Bernie.  
 
Tragically, a great adjustment was needed when his 
mother died when he was only seven and his father 
when he was 13. Fortunately, both dad and Bernie 
went to live Val and her new husband, Maurie. Dad 
said: “I will always be grateful for Val and Maurie's 
generosity. They had only been married for four 
months and I lived with them for about five or six 
years before I went to live in a boarding house in St 
Peter's. Memories include helping to feed Pat, Mike 
and Therese when they were babies. As their house 
at Somerton Park was across the road from Sacred 
Heart College, I used to wait to hear the school bell 
before leaving and was quite often late!”  
 
Dad’s younger brother, our uncle Bernie (or Mr    
Nichols to us when he was the principal of our primary 
school, St Catherine’s), unfortunately couldn’t be here 
today because of Covid travel restrictions but sent 
some memories: “Being four years younger, our     
relationship was as expected – lots of rivalry,      
mateship, but mostly good friends. Some thoughts 
that come to mind included his seeming love for     
extremely (for him) small cars such as his tiny little 
Austin A30. And one car he really loved was his VW 
Beetle. When I was learning to drive, he lent me his 
(again fairly small) Ford Zephyr for which I was very 
grateful. When he left school, one of his jobs was as 
projectionist at the Metro Drive In in Warradale and a 
few years later, I sort of followed in his footsteps as a 
projectionist at the Shandon Drive In in Elizabeth. In 
later years, Tony and I came together again on the 
school board of St Catherine’s School where he    
contributed greatly to the planning of classroom     
extension and the redevelopment of the grounds.” 
 
Dad was short-sighted and wore glasses all his life. 
Were it not for his terrible eyesight, I might not be 
here telling you this story as one day he visited an 
ophthalmologist to get some haptic lenses. The      
receptionist was a lovely young lady called Margaret 
Bennett, they went on to fall in love and, as they say, 
the rest is history.  
 
He worked in various jobs including the government 
superannuation department and being a projectionist. 
He also started studying at night to become an      
architectural draftsman and, in 1970, began work in 
the schools section of the then Public Buildings      
Department. He continued in that position until he   
retired – having accrued 320 sick days thanks to a 
strong work ethic and honesty.  

Dad designed our   
family home in Ethel 
Street, Stirling where I, 
Amanda and Rebecca 
were born, and he and 
mum remained there 
after the four children 
had all left home. They 
then downsized to a 
house on the other 
side of Stirling., where 
dad continued working 
on projects around the 
house.  
 
I learned a lot from 
dad; not by him sitting 
me down and saying 
“now, son, this is how 
you do this” but just from hanging around watching 
him do stuff around the house. He used his architec-
tural skills to design and build the best tree house, 
complete with a roof made of concrete tiles, that was 
the most talked about on the street.  
 
Other interests including singing in an ecumenical 
choir in the Hills, learning piano and photography, his 
interest in the latter having rubbed off as two of his 
children went on to study photography at tertiary level.  
 
Dad regularly entered the Rotary photographic     
competitions and his prize-winning photos adorned 
the wall of his nursing home room. Another keen   
interest was researching his family history and it’s 
thanks to this that I discovered the guitarist in my 
band in the 90s was actually my third cousin!   
 
Dad spent many hours giving back to the community 
and received an award for his many years as a St 
John volunteer and another for his regular blood    
donations to the Red Cross.  
 
We all shared his love of food and remember on    
Fridays he would bring home froggy cakes from the 
Balfour’s shop in Rundle Mall. We also have fond 
memories of driving home past the servo, when my 
sisters would sing a made-up song “Kitchener Bun 
Time” and he would generously pull in and buy us 
one. He also liked using his computer for family re-
search, architectural drawings or just sending around 
funny and sometimes not so funny emails.  
 
As ill health affected his movements, it became a life-
line to the world. In later years when he progressed 
from a walking stick to a walking frame, his sense of 
humour came through when he named it “Johnnie 
Walker". He even created an image of the famous 
whiskey icon and attached it to the frame. Wherever 
you are now, Dad, we hope your suffering has ended 
and you are at peace. We will remember you forever, 
we love you, thank you and bid you farewell. 

      

Tony Nichols RIP 
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Parishioner generosity shines in Covid-impacted Christmas    
By Fr Fred 

Covid-19 certainly contributed to a different Christmas 
2020, forcing many, for the first time in their lives, to 
forego attending Christmas Mass in person. 

There were no crowded churches, with all Masses 
limited to 50 per cent capacity. Parishioners had to 
book to attend, and the popular Family Mass was full 
many days before Christmas. We also had to drop the 
Christmas Carols at OLOR, the Nativity Play suffered 
the same fate and we sacrificed the Nativity Crib to 
accommodate greater seating. 

Parishioners, however, were incredibly generous in 
their response to the Social Justice Christmas Appeal, 
providing men’s and women’s toiletries for Seeds of 
Affinity (women) and the Migrant and Refugee Centre 
(men). Similarly, the Vinnies Christmas Appeal’s 
Christmas Hamper Raffle broke roke all records with 
the sale of tickets. Emmi Rowe was surprised when 
her ticket was picked by the young Isaack Sachse.   

Unlike many parishes that dropped Midnight Mass, 
we went ahead and our choir under the direction of 
Damien Mansfield produced a beautiful collection of 
Christmas Carols. The Mass itself, celebrated in    
candlelight, ended with everyone enjoying the usual 
Christmas cake and a glass of sparkling wine. 

Christmas Day saw two well-attended Masses at St  

 

Matthew’s Bridgewater and St Joseph’s Lobethal.        

I wish to thank all volunteers who helped in so many 
ways to prepare our churches for Christmas. Without 
their help, things wouldn’t be that easy to organise.    

With all the restrictions across the country and the 
world, we recognise how fortunate we are here in   
Adelaide and, in Archbishop Patrick O'Regan’s words:  
"I think we've learnt so many lessons this year about 
resilience and the importance of being together.”  

I felt honoured when Fr Fred asked me to take     
bookings for the Christmas Eve Mass at Birdwood but 
the experience made me realise what an anxiety it has 
been to him since the Covid-19 regulations limited 
numbers allowed in the church at any one time,       
especially having to tell some they could not come in 
for Mass.  

Anne McEvoy, Leon and I went to the church and 
while Leon set up the crib, Anne decorated the    
Christmas tree and I attended to the flowers to give the 
church a lovely Christmassy feel. Fr Gavin Small, who 
had generously offered to say Mass for us, arrived in 
plenty of time and the musos, Michael Russel, Ian 
Crossing and Leon, with Emma Crossing singing, were 
busy perfecting the carols.  

Gradually the church began to fill. The Thomas family 
looked after the projector and violinist, Megan      
Crossing, made it just in time from her work shift. The 
five children present processed up at the start of Mass 
carrying baby Jesus and placed him gently into the 
crib. Fr Gavin gave a beautiful homily stressing the 
great love that God has for each of us and proving this 
love by sending his own beloved Son to live with us as 
a human being, beginning his life as a helpless little    
baby. At the end of Mass, I thanked Fr Gavin and said 
we hoped he could make it an annual appointment.  

I also gave him a small gift of dried fruit and invited him 
to join us at the Mary O’Dea Centre for supper and 
some Christmas cheer. And while Covid-19 restrictions 
meant we couldn’t keep the tradition – initiated by Fr 
Mario – of throwing lollies to the children, each child 
received a chocolate frog as they left the church.  

A few days before Christmas, Vinnies was asked to 
help a needy family in a caravan at Cudlee Creek. We 
managed to provide supermarket vouchers and non-
perishable food left over from the hampers, while the 
Lobethal Bakery gave us four boxes of pies and buns.  

Jo Brickhill picked them up and brought them to Mass, 
where we packed sufficient for each member of the 
family to have two pies and three buns. Margaret 
Smitherman, who kindly offered to deliver them, added 
three cooked chickens and some gifts for the children, 
which she picked up on her way.  

I took the leftovers home and put them in the freezer, 
after which they were distributed to other needy     
families in the New Year. I think you could say that the 
Christmas spirit was alive and well at Birdwood last 
Christmas.  

It certainly was a huge improvement on the previous 
year, when we were all reeling from the shock of the 
disastrous Cudlee Creek fire. 

Parishioners responded generously to the Social  

Justice Christmas Appeal 

 
 

Christmas spirit alive and well in Birdwood 
By Leonie Holmes 



 

St Catherine’s Catholic School News 
With the school year already well underway, there is a palpable sense of excitement about what the new academic year 

holds for St Catherine’s. As correspondent Krystina Dawe tells us, everyone is filled with hope that this year the school will  

be in a position to resume some of the activities which were unfortunately cancelled last year. Here, she shares just some of 

the events to shape the opening weeks of Term 1 2021 

Clinging Crosses for all new arrivals 

We have been very blessed to have a number of new 

students and staff join our school community this 

year. We have continued to welcome these people by 

presenting them with a symbol. This year we are 

thrilled to present new students and staff with a hand-

made clinging cross. We hope this will not only be a 

symbol of when they 

joined the St Catherine’s  

School community but 

also an item which they 

can use during prayer at 

home.  

Building Relationships Builds Success 

Our staff has spent the first two weeks of the school 

term working with students to build positive             

relationship and a sense of belonging. This process is 

important for both teachers and students and has  

allowed valuable reflection around self and group 

identity, as well as goal setting.  

These opening weeks have built a strong foundation 

for the learning which will take place across the year 

and it was obvious that students enjoyed the          

opportunity to engage with the personal and social 

development activities that took place. 

Ecology Remains Key 

Students have enjoyed spending time outdoors      

exploring the many learning spaces. We were        

fortunate to return to school with the addition of     

beautiful weather which allowed students time in the 

garden areas seeing all the produce which had grown 

over the summer holidays. St Catherine’s continues to 

provide numerous opportunities for students to take 

part in gardening, aquaponics and nature play to not 

only learn lifelong skills but to also develop their 

sense of awe and care for creation.  

Note: Information regarding school events for 
this year can be found at our school     
website by visiting  
https://www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au. 

THE BRIDGE            Page 8 

A special thanks to one of 
our volunteers for crafting 
these beautiful items for 

us. 

‘All about Me” Questionnaires set the tone for building 
relationships 

Developing a keen sense of awe and care for creation is a key 
component of a St Catherine’s education 

https://www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au.


 

Cherry Gardens bushfire – what do we learn from the experience? 
By Parishioner and Mylor resident Paul Howe 
 What an eventful few days it has been! 

I pen a few words at the request of Fr Fred and hope 

to share a common experience of so many others. 

On Sunday morning, 24 January 2021, we were play-

ing with our grandsons at the Mylor Oval – a peaceful 

scene as people relaxed and exercised themselves 

and their dogs. By late afternoon, this very same 

place was now a “Refuge of Last Resort”! 

We had been oblivious to the fire build-up until head-

ing off to evening Mass at OLOR, when Gloria looked 

to the south and behold, there was this massive and 

ominous pyro-cumulus cloud. Fire was getting into 

bushland which was last burnt in Ash Wednesday 1 

back in 1980, so it could be expected that there was a 

large fuel load in that area.  

Decision time for us: Do we leave early or do we 

stay?  

Having gone through both Ash Wednesdays, we were 

very conscious of the need to be prepared. One small 

advantage of Covid-19 had been that we stayed at 

home most of last year, achieved much overdue tidy-

ing up around our boundaries and we were prepared 

(as much as one can ever be) for the inevitable.  

In my youth I lived adjacent to a national park and 

have come to accept that bushfires are a reality, but 

as we grow older our response to the threat changes. 

Our small acreage is a green patch. However, as 

dense smoke and cinders filled the air, it was an un-

nerving experience. We didn’t get much sleep on 

Sunday night with the red glow in the sky and we 

were up early the next morning to warnings that the 

fire front was less than a km away. All morning was 

on edge as the water bombers buzzed overhead, 

there was a short reprieve and then our prayers were 

answered as a 30mm dump of rain arrived. For practi-

cal purposes, the ‘scare” was over. 

The next day we had Australia Day Mass and in Fr 

Fred’s homily he shared his experience of having 

been told it was best to evacuate. He had just a few 

minutes to pack his bag and get out. He wondered 

what would happen while he was absent. What would 

he return to? What if there was nothing? It has been a 

good reflective time while these moments are fresh in 

our minds. Do we stay in what we think is a safe spot 

and be on hand to douse any spot fires?  Or do we 

simply grab our Emergency Grab Bag (EGB) and 

evacuate early?  

If we stay, then our relatives and friends fret for us 

and the phone goes into overdrive. If we leave, we 

are confronted with a mind-numbing anxious wait be-

fore being allowed back to what was our home. Is it 

still there or not?  

Our house has been a work in progress for 47 years. 

Our garden is our living treasure carefully nurtured – 

filled with plants and trees having connections with so 

many people over the years: the lawn grown from cut-

tings our grandfather collected; trees planted by par-

ents, friends, family; award winning roses stuck from 

cuttings; bulbs from parishioners; steppingstones from 

Glenda; wisteria from “the old country” and so on.  

But… what do I make of all of this?  A time of reckon-

ing. What is important? Where are our priorities? We 

are grateful we came through unscathed yet what do 

we learn from the experience?  Torn between the bib-

lical “have no possessions” and our everyday lives full 

of possessions – it’s a “mental tangle”. Why? Be-

cause we are conditioned to the importance of having 

a roof over our 

head as the key to 

a stable family and 

society. We are 

told that gardening 

is good for bringing 

one closer to na-

ture and enables 

us to wonder at 

the greatness of 

flora and fauna. 

God’s gifts. 

Perhaps it could be summarised like this: We are 

mere custodians, What the Lord giveth, the Lord 

taketh. 

God Bless you all. 

PS Have you ever considered what you might pack in 
your EGB?  
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When Gloria looked to the south, there was this massive 

and ominous pyro-cumulus cloud 

Our prayers were answered as a 

30mm dump of rain arrived 

 



 

With the Cherry Gardens bushfire a very real and re-

cent memory, parishioners gathered at St Matthew’s 

Bridgewater on Australia Day, 26 January, to give 

thanks, reflect on Australia’s past and pray for a more 

just and conciliatory future for all who call it home. 

After Mass celebrated by Fr Fred, parishioners retired 
to the new Our Lady of the Adelaide Hills hall to enjoy 
a cuppa, a snack and a chat 

 

  

Parish celebrates Australia Day with Mass and food spread 

The altar draped in the Australian flag, Fr Fred   

celebrates Mass on 26 January Parishioners enjoy each other’s company over a cuppa 

The alabaster white skin of Mick Jagger’s back is the 
most vivid memory of my brief encounter with the 
Rolling Stones on 11 February 1965.  

I was a cub reporter with the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission (ABC) News Department and assigned 
to cover the arrival of the band at Adelaide Airport.  

As a junior member of the team, I was surprised to 
get this seemingly plum assignment. Soon I realised 
why. On a cold, blustery morning the media “mob” 
were herded onto the back of an open-air truck and 
driven out on the tarmac to the just-landed plane.  

Within minutes the five original Rolling Stones      
members came down the steps and walked to a   
waiting bus. They were tired and grumpy after a long 
flight from New Zealand. We shouted questions at 
them from the back of the truck. No replies.  

Just sullen looks. Some were clutching airplane     
pillows and blankets. Mick’s shirt had ridden up his 
back, and his pale English skin was milky-white. The 
band boarded the bus and were gone. We returned to 
our newsrooms and concocted our “arrival stories”.  

During the next two days, the more senior journalists 
were able to attend the more newsworthy press    
conferences and two wild and crazy concerts at   
Centennial Hall. 

Perhaps prophetically, the Stones’ play list included: 
“Time Is On My Side” and “Not Fade Away”.  Now, 56 
years later, the Rolling Stones are still touring, and 

plan 17 concerts in 2021. During the past 50 years or 
so, I have had the opportunity to attend a few Stones 
concerts at Dodger Stadium, Anaheim Stadium and 
“The Pond”. And when I see Mick, I always remember 
that I’ve seen his bare back! 

A whiter shade of pale (with apologies to Procol Harum)  
Expatriate Birdwood parishioner Patrick Hynes, in his latest postcard for his friends, shares his brief encounter with one of 

the true legends of rock and roll 56 years ago this month 

The Rolling Stones, 2020: Ronnie Wood, 73, Mick Jagger, 77, 

Keith Richards, 77, and Charlie Watts, 79. 

The Rolling 

Stones,           

February, 1965: 

Bill Wyman, 23, 

Brian Jones, 20, 

Charlie Watts, 

23, Keith       

Richards, 20, and 

Mick Jagger, 20. 
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ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH 
MASS TIMES 

 

St Matthew’s Church, Bridgewater 
1 Wembley Avenue 

Saturday Vigil – 6.00pm 
Sunday – 10.30am 

 

St Matthew’s Church, Birdwood 
Lot 95 Shannon Street 

First & Third Sunday – 8.30am 
 

St Joseph the Worker Church, Lobethal 
38 Ridge Road 

Second, Fourth & Fifth Sunday – 8.30am 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Stirling East 
135 Old Mount Barker Road 

Sunday – 5.30pm 
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This directory is constantly changing if you want to volunteer in any of the parish activities please contact the parish office. 

1 Wembley Avenue (PO Box 713), Bridgewater SA 5155 

P: 08 8339 1608 W: www.adelaidehillsparish.com.au E: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Priest 

Fr. Alfred Farrugia    8339 1608 

Pastoral Coordinator 

Cathie Oswald    8339 1608 

Parish Secretary 

Therese Franco    8339 1608 

Baptism Teams 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Maria Thompson     8388 7742 

Anne Moore     8568 2800 

Sue Streich     8568 2858 

Deb Stapleton     0408 835 990 

Pam Broadbridge    8339 5013 

Catholic Womens League 

Barbara Mott (Bridgewater)   8339 1083 

Anne McEvoy (Birdwood)   8568 2394 

Child Protection  

Mark McGeough    

Children’s Liturgy    

Jane van Mierle    8339 2609 

Choir 

Damien Mansfield    8339 4133 

Christian Life Communities 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Finance and Maintenance Committee 

Chairperson - Paul Howe   8388 5281 

Birdwood contact 

Leon & Leonie Holmes   8568 2319 

Hills Combined Christian Churches 

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958 

Francis McEvoy    8568 2 394 

Liturgy 

Birdwood - Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

Lobethal - Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

Men’s Spirituality Coordinators 

Paul Somers     8339 5118  

Dan de Fazio     8339 3393 

Music Coordinator 

Sean van der Linden    8339 8195 

Our Lady of the Rosary Community Rep 

Debbie Somers    8339 5118 

Parish Atrium 

Sue Sachse     0431 117 840 

Parish Pastoral Council  

Chair Catherine Simes   0411 759 491 

Prayer Group 

Christina Way     8339 1825 

Sacraments   

Please contact the Parish House  8339 1608 

• Baptism  

• Weddings  

• Reconciliation 

• Communion to the sick 

• Religious Education  

 

St. Catherine’s Catholic School 

22 Ayers Hill Rd, Stirling SA 5152  8238 8238 

Principal - John Low 

School Board Chair - David Hutton  

St. Martha’s Meals  meals4stmartha@gmail.com 

 

St Matthews Sewing Group 

Stasia Duszynski    8339 4396 

St Vincent de Paul Society  

Sue Arthurson     8339 8312 

Leonie Holmes    8568 2319 

Social Justice Group  

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958  

WHS Volunteer  

Pat Wheeler      8339 2222 

Youth Group 

David Anthony    0449 119 891 

 

Parish Office email:  adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Bridge Email:   thebridge@ozemail.com.au 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/adelaidehillsparish 

     

The opinions expressed in The Bridge are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the Parish Priest, Pastoral Coordinator, Editor or Parish. 


