
 

THE BRIDGE 

St Matthew’s  

Bridgewater 

St Joseph’s 

Lobethal 

St Matthew’s 

Birdwood 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

Stirling 

St Catherine’s 

Stirling 

April 2022 

Issue 436 

In This Issue 

Improvements at OLOR     2 

St Catherine’s News     3 

Lifesaving Birthing Kits     5 

Lenten Prayers      6 

New roof at St Joseph’s      7 

WHS Report       8 

Patrick Hynes Remembers 9 

Pope Francis has taken unusual steps in the past two 
weeks, firstly by going to the Russian embassy to   
personally express his concern about the then just-
commenced Ukraine war. He then communicated with 
Ukraine’s President Zelenskyy to express his “most 
profound pain” for the country’s suffering. More        
recently, on 6 March, he went further:  
 
“In Ukraine, rivers of blood and tears are flowing. This 
is not just a military operation but a war which sows 
death, destruction, and misery…In that martyred         
country the need for humanitarian assistance is   
growing by the hour…War is madness, please stop”, 
Pope Francis implored. 
 
More recently, Pope Francis has taken to Twitter,  
writing more often and more urgently in 
both English and Russian. “Never war! Think first 
about the children, about those who are deprived of 
the hope for a dignified life: dead or wounded children, 
orphans, children who play with the remnants of war…
In the name of God, stop!” Pope Francis continued to 
break with Vatican diplomatic protocol. Ambassadors 
normally come to the Pope, not he to them. The     
Vatican, since Benedict XV during World War One, 

has endeavoured to give the impression that it        
remains neutral. Much of the Vatican’s diplomatic       
relationship has been built up and tolerated by     
Catholic and non-Catholic powers based on that    
apolitical ideology. 
 
Now, Pope Francis comes out against all forms of war 
and speaks out clearly against war, stressing how 
much war brings so many people to suffer, especially 
the innocent. His approach has taken a different     
direction, with some considering it to be more partisan 
and others believing it is justified.  
 
His comforting words to Ukraine’s president and his 
rejection of Russia’s actions as a mere “military       
operation” will have been provocative to President 
Putin. 
 
Neither the Pope nor the rest of us can  predict how 
his words will affect the fate of Catholics who now are 
under Russian control, nor whether his advocacy for 
compassion towards those who are suffering will 
achieve the results we all hope and pray for.                    

       Continued on page 2 

Christian complexities surface over war in Ukraine 
By Fr Fred 

https://apnews.com/article/pope-francis-europe-religion-florence-e593465a714b79047ee7f6cfc51b0c08
https://apnews.com/article/pope-francis-europe-religion-florence-e593465a714b79047ee7f6cfc51b0c08
https://twitter.com/pontifex/status/1502622937060360196?s=21
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This can also affect the fragile ecumenical          
relationship between the Catholic and, especially, 
the Russian Orthodox leadership who have been 
vocal in their backing of President Putin and his war 
against Ukraine. We also don’t know if the relation 
between Catholic and Orthodox will extend to and 
have a dramatic effect with the Greek Patriarch 
Athenagoras, who Pope Paul VI, in Jerusalem in 
1964, brought closer together the two Christian 
churches. 
 
The reality is that this conflict has brought division 
among Orthodox Christianity as the Eastern 
(Russian) Orthodoxy has the same idea of a   
greater Russia, going back to the time of the Tsars. 
Not long ago, the remains of Tsar Nicolas II and his 
family, who were brutally murdered during the    

Russian Revolution, were interred in the Cathedral 
of St Petersburg and declared saints by the church.  
 
The Eastern Orthodoxy doesn’t bother if Roman 
Catholicism no longer accepts the idea of           
imperialism. 
 
The Catholic Bishops of Central and Eastern      
Europe will put pressure on Pope Francis to take a 
stand against Russia. Stanislaw Gadecki, the   
Archbishop of Poznan, wrote to the Russian Patri-
arch Kirill stating that “the time will come to settle 
these crimes, including before the international 
courts.  
 
However, even if someone manages to avoid this 
human justice, there is a tribunal that cannot be 
avoided.”  

Thanks to Fr Fred’s unswerving commitment to all 
parts of the Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish, Our    
Lady of the Rosary Church (OLOR) at Stirling East 
has seen numerous maintenance works completed 
in recent months. 
 
Key among these has been the repainting of the 
front new porch, replacing the cornice and painting 
the back room. The back gutter and fascia have 
been replaced, while the design for the new cup-
boards in the back room is pending. 
 
In addition, a new projector has been purchased 
and a handrail leading up to the lectern has been 
installed. The required rails on the front steps will 
soon be in place and the massive garden upgrade 
is underway. 
 
Looking ahead, the slippery brick pavers will be  
addressed prior to winter, local council has agreed 
to install a bitumen mount along Old Mount Barker 
Road to prevent water flowing down to the entrance 
of the church. 
 
Fr Fred has also met with a memorial garden      
designer so expect to hear more about this exciting 
project in the coming months. 
 
Many thanks to Fr Fred and the OLOR community 
for the hard work they’ve put in to ensure that our 
beautiful little church and its surrounds comply with 

recent Occupational Health and Safety                
requirements, while the dedication and generosity 
of parishioners has transformed the grounds. 
 
If you are not familiar with OLOR, come along to 
the 5.30pm Sunday Mass and have a good look 
around.  

Parish passion pushes OLOR improvements 
By OLOR Representative, Deb Somers  

Maintenance and upgrades ensure OLOR retains its 
special beauty 

https://www.newser.com/article/65973a9138e4edc1945fca7a96680aa6/local-churches-shun-vaticans-moderate-stance-on-russia.html
https://www.newser.com/article/65973a9138e4edc1945fca7a96680aa6/local-churches-shun-vaticans-moderate-stance-on-russia.html


 

St Catherine’s Catholic School News 
The Bridge correspondent and APRIM at St Catherine’s Catholic School, Krystina Dawe, 

brings us up to date on recent happenings at the school, with the start of Lent, the conflict in Ukraine 
and several sustainable initiatives shared 

Project Compassion – making the world a 
better place 
This term, our       fundraising 
focus will be  Project            
Compassion. The theme of 
Project Compassion 2022 is 
‘For All Future Generations’ 
and reminds us that the good that we do today will 
extend and impact the lives of generations to come. 
It invites us to make the world a better place by 
working together now and finding long-term        
solutions to global issues.  Our school captains      
developed three separate fundraising opportunities 
which were successful in raising some valuable  
financial contributions but also encouraged         
discussion about this year’s Project Compassion 
theme. 
 
Living in harmony with one another 
Another highlight of the term thus far has been the 
celebration of Harmony Week at St Catherine’s – 
and you will find some fantastic photos of what we 
got up to on the school Facebook 
page. This event was created 
back in 1999 to celebrate unity 
and diversity. While it originated 
in Australia, it is now marked 
worldwide by many other       
conscious citizens. Harmony 
Week is a reminder for us all to 
be inclusive, show respect and 
foster a sense of belonging for all 
Australians, regardless of their cultural or linguistic 

background. We are truly blessed 
to live in our beautiful,             
multicultural Australia. Students 
wore a splash of orange and   
explored what it means to live in 
harmony with one another.  
 
Kindness culture the         
antidote to bullying 
Each year we acknowledge     

National Day of Action Against Bullying and see it 
as an important part of our commitment to Positive 
Education. The theme for this year was “Kindness 
Culture.”  
 
By building Kindness Culture together, we can   
promote inclusion, respect and community          
belonging for all students in our school. Classes 
developed a class pledge that addresses positive 
behaviour choices and made a commitment to live 
this out each day.   
 
 

Year 3 and 4 students reflect on prayers 
The Year 3 and 4 students are enjoying using the 
MacBooks and learning about all the different tools 
they can use to support their learning. They have 
been learning about the different parts of the Mass 
and recording themselves reciting the Hail Mary. 
They also created their own prayers using Pope 
Francis’ Five Finger Prayer and looked at the      
different types of prayers. We have spent time this 
term reflecting on our prayers and how we feel 
when we talk to God. 
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Looking back with gratitude, ahead with optimism 
By Fr Fred  

Time passes so quickly and does not wait.       
Hopefully, it seems that all Covid restrictions will be 
dropped after Easter, which is great news           
especially when you consider how our parish, like 
all others, went through difficult circumstances in 
these last two Covid-influenced years. 
 
Numbers have dropped to around 150 people    
attending our four weekend Masses.  
 
One can    understand the many reasons for this, 
from the mandatory wearing of masks and the QR 
coding, to the concerns surrounding social          
distancing. I sincerely admire our elderly, who   
continuous brave the storm of the pandemic and 
come to Mass every weekend.  
 
However, as a parish, we continued to give our   
utmost where Liturgy is concerned. We continued 
to celebrate four Masses each weekend and each 
community had its own meeting, not to mention all 
the other parish groups who meet  regularly.  
 
The Five-Year Plan consultation process is almost 
at the end, with another supplement, ‘Being Church 
Together’, coming before Easter. I must say, I have 
been really pleased with the outcomes so far.   
 
There was always around 22% who responded 
each time with good feedback and positive       
comments. The Parish Pastoral Council has sifted 
through all the comments and grouped them      
together.  
 
These will be discussed and approved in our next 
Parish Assembly planned for September 2022.  
 
The other supplements were: Communal Prayer, 
Welcoming, Community Building, Ecology and A 
church that is Poor for the Poor. While it is not my 
role to speak about finances,  
 

I wish only to say how thankful and grateful I am to 
the around 154 families – down from 171 pre-Covid 
in 2020) – who continued to contribute so gener-
ously throughout the pandemic.  
 
The Stewardship Program which usually happens 
every three years and costs our parish nearly 
$14,000 each time, will thankfully not be required 
this year as our generous parishioners who have 
been so faithful in their contributions. 
 
Recently, we had the meeting for the Ministers of 
the Sick.  Personally, I wish to thank the Ministers 
of the Sick for giving pastoral care to our sick     
parishioners, whether at their homes or in nursing 
homes – and throughout the pandemic, whenever it 
was possible.  
 
When we looked through the list of parishioners of 
2021 who were sick or in nursing homes, it was 
painful to delete from the list so many parishioners 
who have passed away.  
 
I know parishioners are stunned when I mention 
that last year, we lost 11 parishioners. 
 
I wish to mention their names to honour them: 
Emmi Rowe, Val Sobecki, Kaye McCarthy, Maria 
Dunaiski, Ruth Smith, Greg Golding, Michael    
Chabrel, Jim O’Dea, Maria Feijen, Elisabeth       
Anderson and Diana Healey 
 
When I look back at these last two difficult years, I 
thank God that He was looking after our whole par-
ish and has helped us to keep out boat floating.   
 
However, let us continue to trust in Him.  
 
We pray that we don’t become complacent with the 
tendency not to rock the boat.  

Taking the time to get Tiome right 

In our March 2022 issue, the article on page 8   
headline ‘Meet Silva, he’s gold’ incorrectly reflected 
the surname of parishioner Selverio Tiome as 
‘Time’. 
 
Our sincere apologies to Silva (as he’s generally 
known) for the error. 

Sorry, Silva! 
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Parish collection raises over $800 for birthing kits 
By Gabrielle Morgan 

Almost 270 mothers in developing countries now 
have an improved chance of safely – for both   
themselves and their babies – in the birth process 
thanks to the $805 raised during a parish birthing 
kits collection in mid-March. 
 
Our donation will be sent to Adelaide High School, 
where the students will again pack the kits for     
distribution to many women worldwide.  
 
A mere $3 can be the price of survival for a mother 
or baby in developing countries, where the         
estimated death rate from complications during 
childbirth is about 1,000 per day. In these        
countries, it is estimated that 59,000 babies die 
every year from neonatal tetanus caused by       
unsterilised instruments in birth procedures.  
 
These statistics, thankfully, are changing due to the 
efforts of the women who are members of the 
‘Adelaide Hills Zonta Club.’ They are making an 
extraordinary difference to the survival rates of the 
women and their babies by providing them with 
simple birthing kits. 
 
The kits are light and easily transportable. They 
consist of six items deemed necessary for a basic, 
yet clean birth – a piece of plastic, rubber gloves, 
gauze, soap, string and a scalpel blade.  
 
Health workers in Papua New Guinea, where the 
risk of dying in childbirth is one in seven, reported 
that when they used the kits there was a dramatic 
reduction in infections and the number of women 
dying. 
 
With the support of Zonta Clubs around Australia 
and the involvement of high school students,      
university groups, church groups and Rotary, all 
helping to assemble the kits, the Zonta Club    
women were soon shipping them to other countries 

around the world.  
 
The project rapidly expanded and more funding 
was needed. The only option was to create a     
corporate structure. So, The Birthing Kit Foundation 
of Australia was formed in 2006 and now donates 
about 140,000 kits to 22 countries across the     
Pacific, Africa and Asia. This year, the foundation is 
celebrating the production of one million kits – a 
remarkable achievement.  
 
The Australian Defence Force has assisted in the 
delivery of the kits to war-torn Afghanistan. After 
the first allocation of more than 2,300 kits, it was 
reported that only one woman died and all babies 
survived. The authorities in Afghanistan would   
normally expect one hundred women to die in       
childbirth, as well as hundreds of babies.  
 
When some of the Adelaide Hills Zonta Club ladies 
visited Ethiopia, they handed out souvenir         
kangaroo lapel-pins that are now proudly being 
worn as earrings by the local Ethiopian women. In-
formation about the Birthing Kit Foundation 
(Australia) can be found at 
www.birthingkitfoundation.org.au. Our thanks to 
parishioners for their generous – and life-saving – 
donations. 

 

Happy Birthday to you, Fr Fred 

The $3 cost of a birthing kit could well be the small 
price of survival for a mother or baby in developing 

Fr Fred celebrated his birthday on Tuesday 5 April  
by celebrating Mass on the day at 11.00am at Our 
Lady of the Rosary church in Stirling East. 
 
We wish him a Happy Birthday and rich blessings in 
every aspect of his life. 
 
We thank him, too, for his love and devotion to our 
parish and wider community.  



 

Lenten prayers help us to verbalise our faith 
By Fr Fred 
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Prayer is an important part of Lent as it is the main 
source of communication to God. As we meditate 
on the sacrifice of Jesus, these prayers for Lent will 
help us verbalise our faith.   
 
Every Wednesday during Lent we gather at St   
Matthew’s Birdwood and Our Lady of the Rosary in 
Stirling East for prayers in Lent.  
 
In the season of Lent through prayer, we are      
reminded of our own difficulties and struggles. 
Sometimes the way seems too difficult, especially 
through the pandemic and now against the      
backdrop of the war in Ukraine. We feel like our 
lives are marked by fear and pain, and we cannot 
see how such circumstances can change.  
 
The prayer in Lent is designed to help us in the 
midst of such weakness, to ask God that He is 
strong on our behalf and to rise up within us, with 
His Spirit shining out of every broken place we are 
walking through.  
 
Through the Psalms and the Gospel reflection and 
adoration, we reflect and pray that the ashes of our 
lives reveal the beauty of His presence, we ask that 
we trade our mourning and grief for the oil of joy 
and gladness from His Spirit, trade our despair for 
hope and praise.  

Every Wednesday in Lent, we choose to give Him 
thanks and believe that this time of darkness will 
fade away. We thank Him that He is with us in 
whatever we face. 
 
We pray that He helps us in our trials, when we are 
feeling proud, arrogant, beyond reproach, pleased 
with ourselves and self-sufficient in our ways, and 
that He helps us to carry our cross and look for   
rescue when we fall. 

Parishioners at Our Lady of the Rosary in Stirling East  
attending prayers in Lent   

The annual World Day of Prayer, held on the first 
Friday of March, saw Christians from across the 
Adelaide Hills gather at the Source Church in     
Stirling on 4 March, where the focus was on the 
countries of England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
 
The theme for the day, ‘I know the plans I have for 
you’, was written by the women of these three 
countries and featured both stories and music,    
interspersed by prayer.  
 
The hymns, directed by Janet Leitch, were      
beautifully sung by the Riversong Singers. 
 
The Voices of Women – Stories of Hope, shared 
the accounts of Lina, who helped her son bring up 
four sons when their mother left; Natalie, a         
domestic violence survivor; and Emily, whose life 
plans changed when diagnosed with brain tumours 
at just 16 years of age. 
 
The message was clear: their trust in God and the 
prayer and acceptance by church communities 
helped these women survive. 
 

Dr Vanessa Chant then gave an interesting talk on 
prayer and spoke of its three modes.  
 
It’s a Progression, continuous in its presence; it’s 
Programmed, unfolding at a set time and place; 
and it’s Prophetic, as in spontaneous by the spirit.   
 
She concluded by encouraging us to expand our 
prayer life. The 2023 
World Day of Prayer 
will be written by the 
women of Taiwan on 
the theme of ‘I have 
heard about your 
Faith’ (Ephesians 1:15) 
and hosted by the    
Village Well Church of 
Christ in Aldgate 
  

World Day of Prayer focuses on England,  
Wales and Northern Ireland 

 
Right: England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland 

were in the spotlight at 
World Day of Prayer  
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OLOR gardens transformed to place of peace and calm 
By Paul Howe 

In recent years, we have gradually “got on top” of 
maintenance of the land surrounding this lovely, 
restored stone church.  
 
Through the efforts of a small band of supporters 
and keen gardeners, we are transforming a        
previously neglected back block into a place of 
peace and calm. 
 
We’re winning the battle against the pampas grass 
and blackberries, even discovering a few hidden 
gems, like gorgeous belladonna lilies that survived 
under the annual rubbish pile and bonfire, in the 
process.  
 

At one time, the local council had issued “clean up” 
orders and we had annual “burn offs” conducted by 
the CFS. These are now distant memories and I am 
sure our neighbours appreciate that too! 
 
Recent efforts by Paul Anderson have seen         
rejuvenation of the garden adjacent to the southern 
path. When trees were recently pruned and fallen 
branches tidied up, all green waste was taken away 
to be recycled into life-giving mulch. 
 
It’s good to see our green credentials improving!  
Thank you to all the crew who look after the church 
and surrounds at OLOR. 
 

St Joseph’s Lobethal gets roof restoration 
By Paul Howe 

We are pleased to be able to report that our parish 
building maintenance program continues to bear 
fruit.  
 

For some time, we have been concerned about the 
deteriorating condition of the roof at St Joseph’s. 
And while recent efforts had focused on the        
guttering, the roof decking itself had been           

untouched since installed as new over 50 years 
ago. 
 

We were fortunate to obtain a reasonable quotation 
for the works, which included a full clean down fol-
lowed by a rust proofing coat and two further coats 
of the finished colour. The window awnings were 
also attended to, receiving a fresh coat of paint  

The old roof, above, and its new look following the  

recent restoration, right. 

The Lenten Retreat was held in Our Lady of the 
Adelaide Hills Parish Hall on Sunday 27 March, 
with Fr Fred leading those gathered through a 
study of Pope Francis’ Lenten Letter. Pope Francis 
asks us to reflect on St Paul’s exhortation to the 
Galatians: “Let us not grow tired of doing good, for 
in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not 
give up. So then, while we have the opportunity 
(kairos), let us do good to all.” Gal. 6: 9-10.  
 
The afternoon retreat started with prayer followed 
by a personal reflection on Pope Francis’ Lenten 
Letter, after which some people later shared their 
reflections. Refreshed by an afternoon tea break 
enjoyed by all, Fr Fred reflected on the key points 

of the letter: Sowing and reaping. - “Anyone who 
sows sparsely will reap sparsely as well.”  
 
“Let us not grow tired of doing good.” - God “gives 
strength to the weary, he strengthens the          
powerless….” Let us not grow tired of praying - 
“pray always without becoming weary.” 
 
“If we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in 
due time.” - The soil is prepared by fasting, watered 
by prayer and enriched by charity. The retreat    
ended in silent adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Benediction and prayer. Many thanks to Fr Fred for 
his dedication to enhancing the spiritual              
understanding of his parishioners. 

Lenten Retreat studies Pope Francis’ Lenten Letter 
By Gabrielle Morgan 



 

Page 8 

Parish begins tackling accessibility and other                            
issues highlighted in CSH&W SA report  

With our WHS coordinator Marianne Berry having recently requested that Catholic Safety, Health and Welfare 
SA (CSH&W SA) visit our four sites – at St Matthew’s Bridgewater, St Matthew’s Birdwood, St Joseph the 

Worker Lobethal and Our Lady of the Rosary Stirling East –to review disability access, egress and facilities, we 
share some of the key components of the consultant’s report following his mid-January 2022 visit  

The report’ found that while our churches are well-
equipped, access and egress for those with a      
disability or mobility impairment is limited or non-
existent at all but St Matthew’s Bridgewater, and 
could be deemed unsafe at the three remaining 
churches. 
 
It further found that while these three sites all have 
suitable locations for designated disabled parking, 
significant civil works would be required, as would 
be the case to provide general access for those with 
a disability or mobility impairment. 
 
The consultant recommended that the parish      
contact the Diocesan Centre for guidance and     
potential assistance in making improvements,      
encouraged us obtain quotes from builders and  
suggested we explore local and state government 
grants to ease the financial burden. 
 
More specifically, the report found that while St  
Matthew’s Bridgewater has a ramp, it is long and its 
gradient steep. Disability parking is some distance 
from the church and access from the car park to the 
parish house is via steps only and thus challenging. 
Rails, too, were recommended for the altar. 
 
At St Matthew’s Birdwood, it recommended that the 
area on the cemetery access side of the church or in 
front of the hall could be designated disabled     
parking; while the ramp into the church requires   re-
doing to improve the gradient. A ramp and handrail 
also need to be installed for access to the altar area.  
 
At St Joseph’s Lobethal, there are steps only from 
the carpark area to the church, into the church and 
approaching the altar. There is also a lack of        
disabled bathroom facilities, which require a new 
build, while a series of ramps should replace the 
steps and a rail is needed to safely access the altar. 

The parking challenges at OLOR – currently limited 
to on-street parking – require attention, as do the 
root issues in a couple of areas of paving. The lack 
of disabled bathroom facilities was again raised, 
while it noted that the gradient of the ramp from the 
road needs to be corrected and made wide enough 
to comfortably accommodate a wheelchair. Wheel-
chair width was also questioned in relation to the 
toilet doorway,. 
 
On a maintenance level, the cement path from the 
driveway to the church needs regular cleaning and 
pavers in a couple of areas require lifting and, after 
the removal of roots, relaying, to offer a level path.  
 
“With our duty of care for all parishioners – indeed, 
anyone who visits our sites – we will use the       
findings of the report to address areas of concern 
and attend to the required remedial works as 
promptly as possible,” said Fr Fred. 
 
“We have already made a start, with safety rails now 
installed at all four of our parish churches, and we 
will endeavour to keep everyone updated as we at-
tend to the issues raised in the report.” 

Splashes of green as Parish celebrates St Patrick’s Day  

Ireland and all things green were on show across 
the southern end of the parish on Thursday 17 
March as parishioners gathered at Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church in Stirling East for a 9.00am Mass 
followed by suitable Irish celebration and refresh-
ments – coffee, with a little added ‘fortification’, and 
cakes – at the parish hall in Bridgewater. 
 
Topping the St Patrick’s Day menu was Cathie   
Oswald’s scrumptious Apple Irish Cake and a    
Bailey’s Irish Cream Cake. 

The safety rails recently installed at St Joseph’s in 
Lobethal 

Fare fit for an Irish celebration 
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From the archives – Patrick Hynes’ death in 1905 
The Hynes family has a long association with St Matthew’s in Birdwood, with Patrick Hynes the builder,       

contractor and donor of the original St Matthew’s Church in the settlement then known as Blumberg. His great-
great grandson, namesake and now resident in the USA, Patrick Hynes, wrote to us recently to share an    

interesting newspaper article in the Southern Cross of 26 May 1905 on his great-great grandfather’s death, 
which we share here  

Mr Hynes, who was born in County Galway,       
Ireland, some 76 years ago, came to South        
Australia in the early fifties, and almost immediately 
after his arrival settled in the Blumberg district, 
where he had since resided.  
 
At the outset of his South Australian career, he    
engaged in contracting in partnership with Mr W 
Haynes, and during their association they were 
very successful. They constructed many of the 
main roads, including some large bridges and other 
works in the southern portion of the State, as well 
as short sections of railway on the main Northern 
line.  
 
Subsequently, Mr Hynes built the Sandy Creek and 
Springton bridges, as well as the public schools at 
Mount Pleasant and Blumberg. Mr Hynes was the 
means of getting built the Catholic church at    
Blumberg, and for many years the Mount Barker 
priest used to drive from that town on a Saturday 
and stay at Mr Hynes' till Monday.  
 
Mr Hynes was, however, best known through his 
connection with mining and pastoral pursuits. He 
was very successful in sheep farming, and also 
made his mark in wattle cultivation. It was from 
seeds from the wattles on his land that many of the 
plantations in South Africa have been raised. The 
wattle plantations on the property held by Mr Hynes 
at the time of his death are among the best in the 
State.  
 
Mr Hynes over 30 years ago was impressed with 
the auriferous indications of the country              
surrounding Blumberg, and he went in extensively 
for alluvial gold mining, at one time engaging as 
many as 50 men in puddling and sluicing. The well-
known Blumberg Gold Mining Company is          
established on his property, while other companies 
had also at various times worked land in the     
neighbourhood.  
 
Mr Hynes was a man of very fine physique, and he 
did not spare himself in the days of pioneering. He 
had, however, been ailing for some time, and his 
death was long anticipated. More than a year ago 
the family knew that Mr Hynes – then so hale and 
hearty-looking – was doomed; that he had that   
terrible disease, cancer, and it was a question of 
how many months he would survive.  
 
His son, Dr Hynes, took him away to New Zealand 

and there, under the 
influence of the hot 
lakes and easy    
travelling in a motor 
car through that  
wonderful and       
picturesque country, 
he seemed to rally; 
but the improvement 
was only temporary.  
 
Mr Hynes was highly 
respected by all who 
knew him, the whole 
of the people in the 
southern district, for 
he was continually 
travelling about in the 
interests of his    
business. He never 
attempted to take 
any public position, but he was always ready to 
help forward any undertaking calculated to be of 
benefit to the place in which he lived.  
 
His funeral took place at Blumberg on Saturday – 
too soon for his relatives from the North to attend; 
yet it was the largest ever seen out of the city. The 
burial service was conducted by Fr Ryan, the     
parish priest, assisted by the Very Rev. T O'Neill, of 
Gawler, Fr Landy of Mount Barker, and Fr Lee of 
Hindmarsh (all former parish priests, who drove to 
the funeral during the morning), and also by   
Brothers Murphy and Lynch of the Christian    
Brothers’ College.  
 

The family vault in the little cemetery of Blumberg is 
built after a design seen in the Caiupo Santos, in 
Genoa, Italy. The sur mounting figure, which is of 
life-size, is a chaste piece of marble sculpture,   
representing an angel pointing heaven wards. 
  
Mr Hynes left a widow, two sons and two       
daughters: Mr J Hynes of Gumeracha, who recently 
stood for Parliament for that constituency; Dr TA 
Hynes of Flinders Street, Adelaide; Mrs JP Fallon 
of Hyde Park; and Miss Hynes of Blumberg. He has 
two relatives in religion in Adelaide—the Rev H 
Mclnernv OP of North Adelaide, and Sister        
Margaret of the Sisters of St Joseph. He was also a 
relative of the Bishop of Clonfert, County Galway, 
Dr O'Dea, who was formerly a professor at 
Maynooth. 

The Hynes family vault at the 
cemetery at St Matthew’s   

Birdwood’ 



 

Page 10 

  

ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH 

MASS TIMES 

  

St Matthew’s Church, Bridgewater 
1 Wembley Avenue 

Saturday Vigil – 6.00pm 
Sunday – 10.30am 

  
St Matthew’s Church, Birdwood 

Lot 95 Shannon Street 
First & Third Sunday – 8.30am 

  
St Joseph the Worker Church, Lobethal 

38 Ridge Road 
Second, Fourth & Fifth Sunday – 8.30am 

  
Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Stirling East 

135 Old Mount Barker Road 
Sunday – 5.30pm 

  

With Therese Franco deciding her many           
commitments no longer allow her to serve as the 
graphic designer for The Bridge, this is the last    
issue to feature her layout. 
 
I’m sure everyone joins me in thanking Therese for 
her work over the past two years, during which time 
she helped to ensure that we produced a quality 
product…and always on time. 
 
We’re now looking for her successor, ideally to be 
on board for the May 2022 issue, which will go into 
design during the first week of that month.  

If there is anyone in the 
parish who has a few 
spare hours a month, is 
familiar with Publisher 
and has the creative flair 
to devote to The Bridge, 
we’d love to hear from 
you and welcome you to 
the team. 
 
Please feel free to contact either Fr Fred or me 
(0408 855 178) if you’re the one we’re after, or if 
you’d like to find out more. 

Thank you, Therese – and now to find your successor  
By Paul Robinson 

Deadlines for forthcoming issues 
of The Bridge 

Please see below the next three deadlines for  
The Bridge:  

 

May – 29 April 2022 
June – 27 May 2022 
July – 30 June 2022 

 

Your contributions can be emailed to 
paul@wordcafe.com.au or dropped off at the parish 

house.  
 

Thank you  
Paul Robinson (editor) 

Therese Franco (graphic designer) 

mailto:paul@wordcafe.com.au
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The nuts and bolts of Betty’s latest treats 
Betty White is back in the kitchen with a trio of treats for April – starting with a Creamy Potato Bake, moving 

on to a Mini Blueberry Tarts and concluding with a Nuts and Bolts. 

The Creamy Potato Bake will take about 20 
minutes of preparation time, followed by about 90 
minutes in the over, and to whip up six generous 
serves, you will need: 
1.5 kg of brushed potatoes, peeled and thinly sliced  
2 onions, halved and thinly sliced  
3 cloves of garlic, thinly sliced  
1 tablespoon of fresh thyme leaves  
1 cup of milk  
300ml of thin cream  
30g of butter, melted  
2 tablespoons of finely grated parmesan cheese 
 
Preheat the oven to 180°C or 160°C if fan forced. 
Lightly grease a seven-cup ovenproof dish and   
layer one-third of the potatoes over the base. Top 
with half the onion, garlic and thyme, season with 
salt and pepper and pour over one-third of the    
combined milk and cream. Repeat the layers,      
finishing with the remaining potato and pouring 
over the remaining milk and cream over. Brush a 
sheet of foil with oil and place the oil side down 
over the potato. Seal tightly, bake for 45 minutes, 
uncover and brush the top with melted butter. Cook 
for a further 45 minutes, until tender and golden 
brown. Sprinkle with parmesan for the last 15 
minutes of cooking. 

 
For six Mini Blueberry Tarts, you require, beyond 
the 20 minutes of preparation: 
1 sheet of frozen puff pastry, partially thawed 
60g of butter, softened  
2 tablespoons of caster sugar  
1 egg  
1 teaspoon of vanilla extract  
2 tablespoons of almond meal  
1 tablespoon of plain flour 
70g of blueberries  
Icing sugar to serve 
 
Preheat the oven to 200°C, grease six 6.5 cm    
petite tartlet pans, cut six 8cm diameter rounds 
from pastry and line tins, trimming the excess pas-
try. Prick the bases with fork a few times, freeze for 
10 minutes and place the tins onto a baking tray. 
Line each tin with baking paper and fill with baking 

beads. Bake for 10 minutes, remove beads and 
paper and bake for a further 10 minutes or until 
light golden.  
 
Cool while reducing the oven to 180°C. Then beat 
the butter and sugar until light and creamy, add the 
egg and vanilla and beat until combined. Stir in the 
almond meal and flour, add the blueberries and 
gently stir until it’s 
all combined. Divide 
the mixture between 
the pastry shells. 
Bake for 15 to 20 
minutes or until the 
filling is set and light 
golden in colour. 
Stand for 10 
minutes before    
removing from the 
tins and dust with 
icing sugar before 
serving. 
 
Now for the Nuts 
and Bolts!  
 
To make five cups, get your hands on: 
2½ cups of Nutri-Grain cereal 
2½ cups of unsalted mixed nuts 
A 35g packet of French onion soup mix  
1 tablespoon of lemon pepper 
⅓ of a cup of olive oil 
 
Preheat the oven to 180°C. Line a large baking tray 
with baking paper. Combine the cereal, nuts, soup 
mix, lemon pepper and oil in a large bowl and toss 
well to coat. Spread over the prepared baking tray 
and bake for 15 minutes, stirring every five minutes 
or until it’s hot and crisp. Set aside to cool        
completely before eating or storing in an airtight jar. 
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This directory is constantly changing if you want to volunteer in any of the parish activities please contact the parish office. 

1 Wembley Avenue (PO Box 713), Bridgewater SA 5155 

P: 08 8339 1608 W: www.adelaidehillsparish.com.au E: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Priest 

Fr Alfred Farrugia    8339 1608 

Pastoral Coordinator 

Cathie Oswald    8339 1608 

Parish Secretary 

Therese Franco    8339 1608 

Baptism Teams 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Maria Thompson     0408 898 357  

Anne Moore     8568 2800 

Sue Streich     8568 2858 

Deb Stapleton     0408 835 990 

Pam Broadbridge    8339 5013 

Catholic Womens League 

Barbara Mott (Bridgewater)   8339 1083 

Anne McEvoy (Birdwood)   8568 2394 

Child Protection  

Mark McGeough    

Children’s Liturgy    

Jane van Mierle    8339 2609 

Choir 

Damien Mansfield    8339 4133 

Christian Life Communities 

Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 

Faith Formation Team 

Dan de Fazio (Chair)    8339 3393 

Paris Huffman (Secretary)   8568 2 394 

Finance and Maintenance Committee 

Paul Howe (Chair)    8388 5281 

Birdwood contact 

Leon & Leonie Holmes   8568 2319 

Hills Combined Christian Churches 

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958 

Francis McEvoy    8568 2 394 

Liturgy 

Birdwood - Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

Lobethal - Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608 

 

Men’s Spirituality Coordinators 

Paul Somers     8339 5118  

Dan de Fazio     8339 3393 

Music Coordinator 

Sean van der Linden    8339 8195 

Our Lady of the Rosary Community Rep 

Debbie Somers    8339 5118 

Parish Atrium 

Sue Sachse     0431 117 840 

Parish Pastoral Council  

Tom Kenyon (Chair)    0439 977 221 

Prayer Group 

Christina Way     8339 1825 

Sacraments—Baptisms, Weddings,                                               

Reconciliation, Communion to the Sick,                                               

Religious Education                                                                                                   

Please contact the Parish House  8339 1608 

St. Catherine’s Catholic School 

22 Ayers Hill Rd, Stirling SA 5152  8238 8238 

Principal - John Low 

School Board Chair - Russell Gwynne 

St Martha’s Meals  meals4stmartha@gmail.com 

 

St Matthews Sewing Group 

Stasia Duszynski    8339 4396 

St Vincent de Paul Society  

Sue Arthurson     8339 8312 

Leonie Holmes    8568 2319 

Social Justice Group  

Cathie Oswald    0428 244 958  

WHS Volunteer  

Marianne Berry    0407 903 382 

Youth Group 

David Anthony    0449 119 891 

Parish Office email:  adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Bridge Email:   thebridge@ozemail.com.au 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/adelaidehillsparish 

     

The opinions expressed in The Bridge are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the Parish Priest, Pastoral Coordinator, Editor or Parish. 


