


The parish remains the primary experience of Church for many Catholics and, as Pope 
Francis has affirmed, ‘is not an outdated institution; precisely because it possesses great 
flexibility, it can assume quite different contours depending on the openness and mis-
sionary creativity of the pastor and the community.’ (Evangelii Gaudium 28). 
 
There is much to celebrate in our local communities of faith – the commitment of our 
leaders, ordained and lay, various forms of pastoral activity and outreach, the living faith 
that makes these communities a true spiritual home. However, we are conscious too of 
the challenges that face our parish. The most recent 2016 census in Australia saw a de-
cline in the number of people identifying as Catholic from 12.0% in 2011 to 10.9% in 
2016; whilst the ‘no religion’ category rose to 48.8%. Many today question the relevance 
of religion and faith and participation rates in many parishes in Australia are declining. 
 
A snap shot of our parish (2016) 
Total population; 33,292 
Catholic population:   3,624 
Catholic make up 10.9% of the total population 
Median age of Catholics is 44 years 
Total Catholic Families: 1,618 
258 Catholic live alone 
625 Catholics were born overseas 
21 Catholics do not speak English well 
125 Catholics need assistance with core activities 
1,008 Catholics have changed address since 2011 
 
A family is defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics as two or more persons, one of 
whom is at least 15 years of age, who are related by blood, marriage (registered or de 
facto) adoption, step or fostering, and who are usually resident in the same household.  
Family members who live elsewhere were not included in the census definition.   
 
The martial statuses of Catholics 15+ are 26.5% never married, 57.7% married, 11.3% di-
vorced or separated and 4.5% widowed.  This trend compares with the whole of Austral-
ia.  Catholic families in which at least one person is Catholic out of 1,618 families, 104 
are one parent families (6.4%). Couples of mixed religion 69.4% (Married or de facto 
couples where only one partner is Catholic as a percentage of all couples where at least 
one partner is Catholic). De facto couples 14.8% (De facto couples as a percentage of all 
married couples). Median annual family income is $113,880 (50% of families have a 
higher income, 50% a lower income.  Family income is the sum of the incomes of all fam-
ily members aged 15 and over). 
 
Households (A household can consist of one or more families, non-family groups or per-
sons living alone and which at least one person is Catholic)   Households  are 1.946, out 
of which 20 persons living alone aged under 35, 238 persons living alone aged +35, 
which amounts to 7.1%.  Dwellings owned or being purchased 88.2%.  Median monthly 
housing loan payment $1819. (50% of households with a household loan pay a higher 
repayment, 50% a lower figure).  
What possible opportunities or concerns for our parish do we see here? 
 



80.4% (2.895) of our Catholic population were born in Australia, next 0.9% (31) in New 
Zealand and 5.3% (192) in the United Kingdom, 1.3% (46) from Ireland (including North-
ern Ireland) and 1.9% (70) from Italy.  In all 625 Catholics were born overseas and com-
promises 30 different ethnic groups. Recent arrivals 55.3% are from the Philippines.   
What are the major groups of overseas-born Catholics in our parish, what difference 
does their presence make to our parish and how to better connect with those who have 
only recently arrived 
 

The majority of Catholics in our parish speak English.  The most commonly spoken lan-
guages rather than English are Italian (109), Polish (40), Filipino (28), German (33) and of 
course Maltese (4). Important factors noted are that the young generation (0-4) to (20-
29) don’t speak the native language of their parents and tends to speak only English at 
home.  109 Italians (6.9%) do not speak English well followed by 4 Vietnamese (57.1%).  
As a parish we need to review more our pastoral support to appreciate the importance 
of having different languages in our parish.  This can be done in relation to prayer and 
liturgy especially in our parish events. 
What are the most commonly spoken languages rather than English among our  
Catholics, do we have others who have difficulty with English? 
 
In all in 2016, 3,616 students attended Catholic schools while 29,663 students attended 
non Catholic or haven’t stated.  From all Catholic families who send their children to 
Catholic schools amounts to just 10.9%. This percentage also includes students who 
attend our Catholic schools but have stated as not Catholic or not stated.  It is inter-
esting that we have non Catholics who still send their children in our Catholic schools.  
When we speak about Catholic education number of students in our parish one has to 
remember that we have only one Catholic Primary School which can take around 250 
students.  Maybe with the help of the CESA consider about the possibility of building a 
new Catholic Secondary school especially in the Northern end.  Still there has to be a 
study why Catholic families prefer not to send their children into our Catholic schools. 
We need to ask how does our parish need to connect with those not attending Catholic 
schools? 
 
Both the percentage of Catholics with University degrees and the gender balance of 
Catholics with degrees have changed dramatically in recent decades due to the upsurge 
in young people especially women.  Among Catholics aged 15 to 34 years in 2016, al-
most 52% of women have completed a degree compared with 24.8% of men.  In con-
trast Catholics aged 55 and over, 26% of men and 26.2% of women have degrees.  The 
total percentage of Catholics with a degree or higher is 2,957 (26.8%) with 1,388 men 
(22.9%) and 1569 women (30.2%).  The increased level of participation in higher educa-
tion of women is a reflection of the significant changes in women’s roles and responsi-
bilities in society.   
How have women’s roles and responsibilities in the parish changed in the last two  
decades?  
 
 



Most people who need assistance with core activities live either with their family or in a 
place such as a nursing home, where the care they need is provided.  However, many live 
alone.  Catholics who have need for assistance with core activities in our parish are 125 
out of which 13 live alone.  Those who we are aware of are given all the assistance that 
they need.  We need to identify those who fall through the cracks.  It’s important to men-
tion that Catholics who provide unpaid assistance to a person with disability consists of 
123 males  and 237 women. These are parents who take care of their family members with 
disability 24/7.   
How might the parish respond to this information? 
 
 The census question about religion was optional and just 10% of people across Australia 
chose not to answer it.  The question was about religion identification rather than religious 
belief. 
In our area 3,630 said that they were Catholics, 3,938 Anglicans, 195 Orthodox, 7,280, oth-
er Christian, 572 non-Christian, 14,597 no religion, 3,019 not stated. 
What challenges to our parish are associated with the increase in the number of people 
who reported that they have no religion? 
 
In recent years there have been many changes in society and the workforce, increase in 
workforce in young people and women, in part time jobs.  Rise in women in work force, 
continuity in labour force by order workers.  This affects the volunteer workforce and 
change in patterns of leisure. (Total labour force both males and females amounted to 
2946). 
The percentage of Catholics aged 15+ who are in the labour force (employed or seeking 
employment) total 64% males and 66.7% females.  The percentage of Catholics aged 15+ 
who were in the labour force and were unemployed at 2016 were 5.1% males and 15.9% 
females 
Have these figures have an impact on the Catholic life in our parish? 
 

My view after studying this report is that we need to move towards a missionary  
parish: 
 the Good News of Christ is placed at the centre of parish life and the parish’s main 

priority is to share this news not only with those who are within the Church but 
the unchurched and lost 

 our  parish now need to move from ‘maintenance mode’, in which it exists for 
those who are already there, to ‘mission mode’ when it recalls its core purpose or 
identity to outreach to all, bringing the joy of the Good  

 the transformation of parish culture, so that all that the parish is and does is ori-
ented toward personal and spiritual change in the person and message of Jesus.  

 an environment for dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and cele-
bration and is called to constant missionary outreach. 

 The urgent need to form our Catholic Life & Faith Formation team to continue 
building on the Eight footsteps of Jesus offer support in setting parish vision for 
this culture of evangelisation, parish planning for renewal and discipleship, sup-
port for processes and formation in evangelisation, in building community using 
small groups; and in looking at ways to create more vibrant liturgies, including hos-
pitality.    FR FRED 

 
  


