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Christians believe that God was present in the moment of creation and holds it in existence 
at every moment.  

 

 Because human beings are a part of Creation, we are connected with all creatures, the 
natural world and indeed the whole universe. 

 

 Human beings have,  through our actions, had a destructive impact on humanity and 
on the environment. As a consequence, our relationship with God and the whole of 
creation is fractured and is in need of reconciliation. 

 

 It is the responsibility of all the baptised to be reconciled with creation and to under-
take faithfully our responsibilities of stewardship of all creation. In order to do this, a 
conversion, a change of heart is needed. 

 

 The First Nations peoples of Australia occupy a unique place in Australian society as 
the original custodians and stewards of this land and waters. Their expression of their 
culture and world view, through dance, art, song, story, ceremony and poetry is be-
coming increasingly accepted within mainstream culture. 

 

 Research has shown a strong correlation between environmental quality and public 
health, with pollution of the land air and water leading to significant decline in the 
health of humans. 

 

 The Church seeks to hear the cries of the poor and the groans of Mother earth. It 
seeks to stand in solidarity with the poor and maginalised, and to exercise better stew-
ardship of the fragile ecosystems that support life on earth. Every day we become 
more aware of our responsibilities as people of faith, towards creation. 

 

 Catholic Social teaching reminds us of our responsibilities as stewards in safeguarding 
the integrity of creation. There is a need for conversion in the ways we think and be-
have and to accept greater responsibility for the protection of the earth’s finite re-
sources. 

 

 The principle of subsidiarity calls for responsible decision making by those most direct-
ly affected by policies and decisions. As a faith community, we have a significant role 
to play. 

 

 



 

 

Catholic parishes, schools and families, dioceses and organisations have essen-
tial roles to play, and are challenged to be examples of best practice in ecological 
stewardship. 

 

How can we as a Parish participate in preserving our ecology in a way that pro-
tects the  environment and supports the poor as they experience the burdens of 
climate change and the proposed solutions to climate change? 
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