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What Produces Community?  

 As Pope Francis has shared, “The parish is the presence of the Church in a given ter-
ritory, an environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for di-
alogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and celebration. In all its activi-
ties the parish encourages and trains its members to be evangelisers. It is a commu-
nity of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of 
their journey, and a centre of constant missionary outreach”  

 It is not the clarity of an ideological position alone that forms a community. It is peo-
ple interacting with each other. Community is a way of living together, an outlook 
toward each other.  

 Opportunities for participation and service must be present, that the pastor must be 
approachable for conversation, and that fellow parishioners must be supportive.  

 Parish community can thrive among diverse peoples; it does not require cultural 
differences, or similar social class, occupation, or political views or whether 
"conservative" or "progressive" on church issues — if it hopes to build community.  

 Jesus said it with greatest clarity when he used this metaphor: "My Father's house 
has many rooms." The parish that builds community, builds on many communities.  

 Because the church and school operate at different times and serve different times 
and places, it is easy to begin thinking of both as separate organizations. This would 
be a huge mistake. Our church and school are one community.  

 Not every Catholic gets attached and stays attached to a parish. The sense of belong-
ing is sometimes lost — perhaps through events in one's own life, perhaps because 
of events or people in the parish. Parishioners become alienated and are either iso-
lated or isolate themselves from the parish community.  

 Much effort goes into a church bulletin. The bulletin not only announces events and 
reports activities, but also used to teach people about faith and ritual, particularly 
when changes are introduced. The Bridge, people from all ages and interest groups 
have articles in it. The bulletin and The Bridge celebrates their life together.  

 The parish is where the Church lives. The parish is a community of faith, of action, 
and of hope. It’s where the Gospel is proclaimed and celebrated, where believers are 
formed and sent to renew the earth.  

 The Parish is the home of the Christian community; it’s the heart of our Church. The 
Parish is the place where God's people meet Jesus in word and sacrament and come 
in touch with the source of the Church's life. 



"How much of a sense of community is there in our parish?"  
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Which community do you prefer to attend?——————————————— 

Have you ever attended the community meeting?——————————— 

If not, why?———————————————————————————— 

Are you involved in any way in your community?———————————- 

If not why?————————————————————————————- 
              

Do you follow the parish website? ———————————— 

Do you follow the parish Facebook page?—————————- 

Do you read the parish e-mails?—————————————-- 

Do you read the Bulletin?————————————————— 

Do you read The Bridge?—————————————————- 

What about the Southern Cross magazine?————————— 

Any other comment?—————————————————————————- 

——————————————————————————————————— 
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