
 

Catholic Communities of: 
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Stirling East 
St Joseph’s Lobethal 
St Matthew’s Birdwood 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR B                                             13/14th February 2021 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
 
 

St Matthew’s Birdwood 

8.30am: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

St Joseph’s Lobethal 

8.30 am: 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of the month 
 

St Matthew’s Bridgewater 

6.00p.m. Saturday Vigil 

 10.30 am Sunday  

Our Lady of the Rosary East Stirling 

   SUNDAY’S GOSPEL REFLECTION   
This Sunday’s gospel story follows a familiar pattern common to other 
miraculous cures. First, the dire situation is described – the man has 
leprosy. Then the cure occurs by word and, in this account, by touch. 
Finally, there is a demonstration that a cure has occurred – the man is 
told to go to the priest for confirmation, in accordance with the Levitical 
law. The third point shows a typical theme in Mark called "the messi-
anic secret." The man is told not to tell anyone about the cure; but he 
immediately tells everyone, disregarding Jesus’ instruction.  
When the leper approaches, Jesus just didn’t feel sad for the man’s 
condition, he felt deep-down empathy and was resolved to help.  
Such passion for the suffering of others can be a driving force moving 
us to do what Jesus did: to comfort and aid the least, the outcast and 
the despised. There may be all kinds of social restrictions about such 
action: "They are illegal... criminals... drug addicts, etc." But there are 
times when we just have to follow our inner feelings and compassion 
for the suffering of others and do something.  
When Mark describes Jesus’ healing the man he uses a word 
(embrimamenos), it literally means a snorting and anger (v. 43). The 
anger wasn’t directed at the lep-er, but at the debilitating disease and, 
in their belief, towards the demon that had control over the man.  
Anger – that’s another passion that may move us to act against the 
injustice lev-eled against parts of our society and, yes, even towards 
members of our church. We observe an injustice, we see the innocent 
oppressed and a righteous anger (embrimamenos) stirs us to do 
something about it.  
Jesus did not want the man to broadcast what had happened to him; 
he didn’t want to be known merely as a wonder-worker. The cross and 
resurrection that awaited him would reveal his true identity to the 
world. Leprosy was seen as a sign of sin and that is the healing Jesus 
wants to offer to all humanity, a deliverance from the slavery of sin 
that makes us outcasts to others and even to ourselves. The man’s 
spreading the news of his cure caused people to be captivated by Je-
sus’ wonders, thus limiting his ability to proclaim what he had an-
nounced at the beginning of Mark’s gospel: "The time is fulfilled and 
the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the Good 
News"  
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For those recovering from surgery, illness and 
the sick 
Sue Streich,  Jim O’Dea, Werner Wermuth, Rosalie 
Jenner, Betty White Elisabeth Anderson and our 
parishioners who are in nursing homes or at home. 
 
February Anniversaries: Barrie Graham, John 
Balogh, John Joseph Monaghan, Ada Schultz, Mar-
garet & Chappie Guthrie, Br Damien 0’Sullivan, Bob 
Disher, Fr Vincent Regan, Laurel Brady, Emilio 
Tarco, Lynn Davies, Shirley Heathfield, June Herr,  
Chris Ferris, Lena Shepherd,  Maureen Robinson, 
Alice Harris, Betty Ryan, Ted McLoughlin, Ted 
Szwedzinski, Sr Betty Brown, Eileen Deed, Silvano 
Girardi, Eileen McGlashan, Margaret Surguy, Helene 
Bookerm Marianne Fisher, Derek Horsnell, Juliana 
Hatherley, Rina Tarca, Jill Balogh, Petronella 
McDougall, Bernie Leverington, Julia Farrugia, Eddie 
Wells 
 
Recently deceased: Tony Nichols, Diana Healey, 
Archbishop Philip Wilson 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
Tuesday 16th Sacramental Program  6.00p.m. 
Wednesday 17th ASH WEDNESDAY 
Thursday 18th Parish Pastoral Council  6.30p.m. 
Weekend 20/21st Ritual of Baptism 
Tuesday 23rd  AGM  St Catherine’s  6.00p.m. 
Wednesday 24th OLOR community meeting 6.30p.m. 
Thursday 25th Northern End meeting          4.00p.m. 
Sunday 28th Parish/school picnic 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 18th February 
at 6.30p.m at the Parish Hall, Bridgewater.  During 
this meeting a new Chairperson will be nominated. 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing 
Chairperson Catherine Simes for the great job she did 
in the last three years. We welcome Phil Shultz as a 
new member in the PPC. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Next weekend during the 10.30a.m. at Bridgewater the 
children doing the Sacramental program will be doing 
the Ritual of Remembering Baptism. By this ritual the 
children together with their families promise to commit 
themselves to continue their journey of faith through the 
Sacraments which began in the Sacrament of Baptism.   
Our next workshop will be held next Tuesday 16th Feb-
ruary at 6.30p.m. at the parish Hall, Bridgewater. 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION 2021 
This week the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednes-
day, which also marks the beginning of the annual Cari-
tas Australia Project Compassion Appeal. Donations to 
Project Compassion allow Caritas Australia, the Catho-
lic Agency for International Aid and Development, to 
work with local communities around the world to allevi-
ate poverty, hunger, oppression and injustice. We en-
courage you to put your compassion into action this 
Lent through your prayer, fasting and almsgiving by 
supporting Project Compassion. Each family will receive 
a Project Compassion box and/or a set of envelopes for 
their donations or you can donate online via the Caritas 
Australia website at: lent.caritas.org.au      
Saint Oscar Romero is our inspiration for Project Com-
passion 2021, so in his words let’s “Aspire not to have 
more, but to be more.”  By giving what you can this lent, 
you will help transform the lives of people like Jamila. 
who is a twenty-two year old single mother, living in the 
world’s largest refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar in Bangla-
desh. A Rohingya woman, she fled the armed conflict in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine State to save herself, her elderly 
mother and eight month old baby daughter.  
 
THE BRIDGE  
Please take your copy of the first edition of The Bridge 
for 2021. Once read you can give it to someone else. 
You can also access it through the parish website ade-
laidehillsparish.com.au. Once again we thank all con-
tributors and all those who are involved in giving us 
such an interesting parish magazine every month.  

 
 

           WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS … 

 
LENT 2021 
The real aim of Lent is, above all else, to prepare us 
for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of 
Christ. The better the preparation the more effective 
the celebration will be. One can effectively relive the 
mystery only with purified mind and heart. The pur-
pose of Lent is to provide that purification by weaning 
us from sin and selfishness through self-denial and 
prayer, by creating in us the desire to do God’s will 
and to make His kingdom come by making it come 
first of all in our hearts. Attached is a leaflet Lenten 
Program 2021 – our parish program for our individual 
and communal parish pilgrimage through Lent to East-
er 2021. It explains all the services and events taking 
place in our Parish up to Easter. At this stage to at-
tend Liturgies for Holy Week will probably be 
through registration . 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday this coming 
Wednesday 17th February and is a somber occasion 
that marks the beginning of the 40-day period of Lent 
observed by Christians.  On this day, Christians attend 
services and receive ashes spread on the head 
(because of Covid19) usually with the words 
""Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return."  For Catholics, it is a particularly observant 
day, with fasting and abstinence for those between the 
ages of 14 and 59. No meat should be eaten on this 
day.  Masses:  Birdwood - 9am, St Catherine’s 
Catholic School - 11.30am. Mass for Yr3-6. Liturgy 
for Rec-Yr2 at 12.00pm.  Mass at Bridgewater at 
7pm. 
 
DAY OF THE UNBORN 
Last Sunday we had a special collection in support of 
the work undertaken by Birthline, Right to Life in 
South Australia, Matercare Australia & Genesis Preg-
nancy Support Inc. The Day of the Unborn Child as-
sists us to focus on those people in our families and 
communities who have experienced any sort of 
childbearing loss, whether miscarriage, stillbirth, the 
death of a baby soon after birth, or abortion. We 
thank you  for your generous contribution of $542 in 
support of those who work tirelessly with individuals 
and families who require these important resources 
and services.  
 
PARISH PICNIC 
The parish picnic is approaching. On Sunday the 28th 
February there will be NO Mass at Bridgewater, Lobe-
thal or OLOR. The only Mass will be celebrated at 
Oakbank racecourse at 10:30am. Please bring along 
your lunch and a dessert to share covered in cling 
wrap. There will be lots of fun and games for children, 
including face painting, magician, native animals from 
Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary. Come along and enjoy 
yourself.  

 
  VINNIES MEETING 
St Vincent de Paul Stirling Conference meeting Tues-
day 17th February 7 PM at the home of Sue Arthur-
son  0417899606. Please call Sue if you like to attend. 
 
 

 
REFLECTION  ON ST JOSEPH  
By Sr. Michele A. Connolly RSJ  
Luke 2:22 shows that Joseph and Mary saw to it that, 
in every possible way, Jesus’ birth and early life were 
conducted according to the will of God. The Gospel of 
Luke focuses more strongly on Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, than on her betrothed husband, Joseph. Never-
theless, by the time we hear this verse, early in the 
Gospel, we have learned some important facts about 
Joseph. First, Joseph, who was betrothed to Mary, a 
virgin, was of the house and family of David (see Lk 
1:27; 2:4). This means that Joseph traced his family 
tree back to the divinely chosen, anointed king of Isra-
el: David. As an anointed king, David was, in the He-
brew language, a “messiah”. As a result, any son of 
Joseph would be counted not only as a descendant of 
David, but potentially a messiah. However, six centu-
ries before the time of Jesus, David’s messianic line 
had been exterminated. Since that time, the people of 
Israel had been waiting for God to provide them with 
another messiah who would bring a new time of great 
peace (see Isa 11:1-18). For this reason Luke and the 
three other Gospels work very hard to show that Jesus 
is a legitimate son of David and thus the long-awaited 
messiah. Second, Luke does not explain as the Gos-
pel of Matthew does (see Matt 1:18-25) why Joseph 
decides to stay with Mary, who is pregnant before they 
are formally married. (to be continued) 
 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA CONTACT/VOLUNTEER 
Caritas Australia is seeking a contact person within 
our parish This volunteer would be a point of contact 
within the local area and would assist with speaking 
to the parish during Project Compassion in Lent and 
convey information about upcoming events and en-
gagements. If anyone is willing to volunteer within 
our parish, please speak to Fr Fred after Mass 
 
FAITH & FORMATION TEAM 
On Wednesday 10 February seven parishioners met 
with Fr Fred in the Parish Hall for an introductory 
meeting of the Faith Formation Team. We discussed 
the purpose of the group (3-5 people), which is to 
nurture the faith of our Church community and to 
help us all reach out into the wider community to 
share our Gospel values. Various suggestions were 
made as to what this might entail and there is a list of 
specific responsibilities to be undertaken. It was 
agreed to meet every six weeks with Fr Fred setting 
the agenda, Dan De Fazio as chairperson and Paris 
Huffman as Secretary. Our next meeting is 24 March 
at 6:30pm in the Hall. 

  ROSTERS FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

NORTHERN  
END 

BIRDWOOD 

Sunday 21st Feb      

8.30am 

PARISH PICNIC 

Sunday 28thFeb 

8.30am 

BRIDGEWATER Saturday 20th Feb 

6.00pm  

Sunday 21st Feb 

10.30am 

Sacristans Mark McGeough  Gina Kelly 
Welcoming Kathy Lloyd  Dianne Golding &  
    Cathie Oswald 
Reader  1 Alan Miller  Arabella Farrugia  
Reader 2  Mark McGeough  Phil Schultz 
Ministers of  Stasia Duszynski  Jeremy Roberts 
the Eucharist   
Musician Damien Mansfield 
Counters Laurie Manna  
Our Lady Emmi Rowe            
Cleaning Jan McDonnell & Dan Defazio  
Flowers Gina Kelly  
Tea/Coffee Therese Franco 

OLOR Sunday 21st Feb 
5.30pm 

Sunday 28th Feb 
5.30pm 

Sacristan            Paul Anderson          Paul Anderson 
Register etc. Rosy Jones Jenny Johnston 
Cleaning Paula Kulas Paula Kulas 

   UPCOMING  PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Registration       Carmen Fairbairn 
Reader 1 Brett  Thomas 
Reader 2   Michelle Thomas 
Cleaning Roz Crossing  
 

MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEK 

Wednesday 17th 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

Birdwood        

St Catherine’s  Mass 

St Catherine’s   Liturgy 

 Bridgewater    

9.00 am 

11.30a.m.. 

12.00p.m. 

7.00 pm 

Friday 19th Bridgewater  11.00a.m. 

   Saturday 20th 
Reconciliation—please ring 

the door bell at parish house 
12.00p.m. 

file:///C:/Users/ndobrohotoff/Downloads/lent.caritas.org.au


 
LENT 2021 
The real aim of Lent is, above all else, to prepare us 
for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of 
Christ. The better the preparation the more effective 
the celebration will be. One can effectively relive the 
mystery only with purified mind and heart. The pur-
pose of Lent is to provide that purification by weaning 
us from sin and selfishness through self-denial and 
prayer, by creating in us the desire to do God’s will 
and to make His kingdom come by making it come 
first of all in our hearts. Attached is a leaflet Lenten 
Program 2021 – our parish program for our individual 
and communal parish pilgrimage through Lent to East-
er 2021. It explains all the services and events taking 
place in our Parish up to Easter. At this stage to at-
tend Liturgies for Holy Week will probably be 
through registration . 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday this coming 
Wednesday 17th February and is a somber occasion 
that marks the beginning of the 40-day period of Lent 
observed by Christians.  On this day, Christians attend 
services and receive ashes spread on the head 
(because of Covid19) usually with the words 
""Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return."  For Catholics, it is a particularly observant 
day, with fasting and abstinence for those between the 
ages of 14 and 59. No meat should be eaten on this 
day.  Masses:  Birdwood - 9am, St Catherine’s 
Catholic School - 11.30am. Mass for Yr3-6. Liturgy 
for Rec-Yr2 at 12.00pm.  Mass at Bridgewater at 
7pm. 
 
DAY OF THE UNBORN 
Last Sunday we had a special collection in support of 
the work undertaken by Birthline, Right to Life in 
South Australia, Matercare Australia & Genesis Preg-
nancy Support Inc. The Day of the Unborn Child as-
sists us to focus on those people in our families and 
communities who have experienced any sort of 
childbearing loss, whether miscarriage, stillbirth, the 
death of a baby soon after birth, or abortion. We 
thank you  for your generous contribution of $542 in 
support of those who work tirelessly with individuals 
and families who require these important resources 
and services.  
 
PARISH PICNIC 
The parish picnic is approaching. On Sunday the 28th 
February there will be NO Mass at Bridgewater, Lobe-
thal or OLOR. The only Mass will be celebrated at 
Oakbank racecourse at 10:30am. Please bring along 
your lunch and a dessert to share covered in cling 
wrap. There will be lots of fun and games for children, 
including face painting, magician, native animals from 
Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary. Come along and enjoy 
yourself.  

 
  VINNIES MEETING 
St Vincent de Paul Stirling Conference meeting Tues-
day 17th February 7 PM at the home of Sue Arthur-
son  0417899606. Please call Sue if you like to attend. 
 
 

 
REFLECTION  ON ST JOSEPH  
By Sr. Michele A. Connolly RSJ  
Luke 2:22 shows that Joseph and Mary saw to it that, 
in every possible way, Jesus’ birth and early life were 
conducted according to the will of God. The Gospel of 
Luke focuses more strongly on Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, than on her betrothed husband, Joseph. Never-
theless, by the time we hear this verse, early in the 
Gospel, we have learned some important facts about 
Joseph. First, Joseph, who was betrothed to Mary, a 
virgin, was of the house and family of David (see Lk 
1:27; 2:4). This means that Joseph traced his family 
tree back to the divinely chosen, anointed king of Isra-
el: David. As an anointed king, David was, in the He-
brew language, a “messiah”. As a result, any son of 
Joseph would be counted not only as a descendant of 
David, but potentially a messiah. However, six centu-
ries before the time of Jesus, David’s messianic line 
had been exterminated. Since that time, the people of 
Israel had been waiting for God to provide them with 
another messiah who would bring a new time of great 
peace (see Isa 11:1-18). For this reason Luke and the 
three other Gospels work very hard to show that Jesus 
is a legitimate son of David and thus the long-awaited 
messiah. Second, Luke does not explain as the Gos-
pel of Matthew does (see Matt 1:18-25) why Joseph 
decides to stay with Mary, who is pregnant before they 
are formally married. (to be continued) 
 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA CONTACT/VOLUNTEER 
Caritas Australia is seeking a contact person within 
our parish This volunteer would be a point of contact 
within the local area and would assist with speaking 
to the parish during Project Compassion in Lent and 
convey information about upcoming events and en-
gagements. If anyone is willing to volunteer within 
our parish, please speak to Fr Fred after Mass 
 
FAITH & FORMATION TEAM 
On Wednesday 10 February seven parishioners met 
with Fr Fred in the Parish Hall for an introductory 
meeting of the Faith Formation Team. We discussed 
the purpose of the group (3-5 people), which is to 
nurture the faith of our Church community and to 
help us all reach out into the wider community to 
share our Gospel values. Various suggestions were 
made as to what this might entail and there is a list of 
specific responsibilities to be undertaken. It was 
agreed to meet every six weeks with Fr Fred setting 
the agenda, Dan De Fazio as chairperson and Paris 
Huffman as Secretary. Our next meeting is 24 March 
at 6:30pm in the Hall. 

       First Collection:           $572.00 

 Planned Giving Received:    $2230.00 

   Loose Plate:       $159.00 

If you would like to donate by Direct Debit use the 

parish bank account details below:   

     BSB: 085 005           Account: 489502427 

           Account Name CCES ADEL HILLS 

Weekly Income 7th February 2021 



 

 1st Reading Gen  9:  8-15 
 2nd Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22  
 Gospel  Mark  1:12-15 
          

 

Next Week’s Readings 
1st Sunday of Lent - Year B 

 
 

 
 

6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - Year B 

 

 

 
 

FIRST READING from the book of Leviticus 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 'If a swelling or 
scab or shiny spot appears on a man's skin, a case 
of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man 
must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the 
priests who are his sons.  'The man is leprous: he is 
unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is 
suffering from leprosy of the head. A man infected 
with leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his hair 
disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, 
"Unclean, unclean." As long as the disease lasts he 
must be unclean; and therefore he must live apart; 
he must live outside the camp.' 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 
I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, 
and you fill me with the joy of salvation.   
 
Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, 
whose sin is remitted. 
O happy the man to whom the Lord 
imputes no guilt, 
in whose spirit is no guile.    R 
 
But now I have acknowledged my sins; 
my guilt I did not hide. 
I said: 'I will confess 
my offence to the Lord.' 
And you, Lord, have forgiven 
the guilt of my sin.     R 
 
Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, 
exult, you just! 
O come, ring out your joy, 
all you upright of heart.    R 
 
 
SECOND READING from the 1st letter to the  
Corinthians 
Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever 
you do at all, do it for the glory of God. Never do 
anything offensive to anyone - to Jews or Greeks or 
to the Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to 
everyone at all times, not anxious for my own ad-
vantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so 
that they may be saved. Take me for your model, 
as I take Christ. 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

 

GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION  

                         Alleluia, alleluia! 

          A great prophet has appeared among us; 
                    God has visited his people. 
                  Alleluia! 

 
 
GOSPEL READING according to Mark 
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: 'If     
you want to' he said 'you can cure me.' Feeling sorry 
for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him. 'Of course I want to!' he said. 'Be cured!' And 
the leprosy left him at once and he was cured. Jesus 
immediately sent him away and sternly ordered him, 
'Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and show 
yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your 
healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of your 
recovery.'  The man went away, but then started talk-
ing about it freely and telling the story everywhere, 
so that Jesus could no longer go openly into any 
town, but had to stay outside in places where nobody 
lived. Even so, people from all around would come to 
him. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 
“Show yourself a father, and guide us in the path 

of life” 
 

 
 
 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
To you God entrusted his only Son: 
In you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace,  
mercy and courage,  
and defend us from every evil. 
 
Pope Francis 


