
 

Catholic Communities of: 
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Stirling East 
St Joseph’s Lobethal 
St Matthew’s Birdwood 

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT  YEAR B                                                            6th/7th March 2021 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
 
 

St Matthew’s Birdwood 

8.30am: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

St Joseph’s Lobethal 

8.30 am: 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of the month 
 

St Matthew’s Bridgewater 

6.00p.m. Saturday Vigil 

 10.30 am Sunday  

Our Lady of the Rosary East Stirling 

5.30 pm Sunday       

    

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL REFLECTION   
In this Sunday’s gospel Jesus came to Jerusalem and entered the 
magnificent Temple Herod the Great hand restored. It was a massive 
undertaking and, as Jesus’ opponents pointed out, the construction 
was still going on after 46 years. The Temple was supposed to be a 
holy place, but that’s not what Jesus found. Pilgrims who had travelled 
a long distance needed an blemished animals for sacrifice, foreigners 
needed to exchange their coins for official coinage to pay the Temple 
tax. So, the merchants and moneychangers were necessary for the 
Temple’s daily functions. But it seemed, as necessary as these ser-
vices were, they had invaded the Temple precincts, probably the 
"Court of the Gentiles."  
Jesus saw that the important services, meant to assist pilgrims in their 
worship, had been taken over by buyers and sellers. The place looked 
the same, but the spirit of true religion had left. That’s what infuriated 
Jesus. The Jewish authorities weren’t as upset about what he did, as 
about the authority he had to do it. Malachi (3:1) and Zechariah (14:1-
21), had spoken of the day when the anointed one sent by God would 
enter the Temple and correct its abuses. What the authorities wanted 
from Jesus was a sign that he was the one sent by God; the fulfilment 
of the promise God made through the prophets.  
Jesus’ forceful actions upon entering the Temple and driving out the 
merchants was a sign that his ministry would be to replace that lifeless 
cult that had characterized the Temple. He was to cast out the old sys-
tem of worship with the new, living Temple of his body. The sacrifices 
of the Temple would be replaced by his one, perfect sacrifice on the 
cross.  
People went to the Temple, as they go to church today, to worship 
with the com-munity and be in a holy place before God. But, places 
dedicated to worship can become places of routine and conformity to 
the prevailing culture. If Jesus entered our own sanctuaries what 
would he want to turn over and drive out: our frozen ideas about God; 
our cosiness and withdrawal from the outside world; our incorporation 
of the values of our culture; our insensitivity to minorities, women, re-
cent arrivals and gays; our uninspired and poorly prepared preaching, 
our frozen liturgies?  
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 PLEASE TAKE HOME YOUR COPY OF 

THE BULLETIN 

   PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH 
 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
To you God entrusted his only Son: 
In you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace,  
mercy and courage,  
and defend us from every evil. 
 

http://www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au


For those recovering from surgery, illness and 
the sick 
Sue Streich,  Jim O’Dea, Werner Wermuth, Rosalie Jen-
ner, and our parishioners who are in nursing homes or at 
home. 

March Anniversaries:  Eileen McGlashan, Sr Carmel 
Slattery, Anne Selth, Zofie Gregorcyz, Mary Raven, Kath-
leen O’Donnell, Wally Finch, Fr Luke Roberts, Frank 
Fainey, Tom Hunt, Dame Roma Mitchell, Fr Denis Hand-
ley, Kevin O’Grady, Ken Anderson, Joyce Ruggiero, Patri-
cia Adams, Norm Davey, Donald Allan Guthrie, Janice 
Margaret Cowan, Christopher Moore, Tony Peressin, 
Henry William McCarthy, Archbishop James Gleeson, 
Sophia & Noel Weckert, Sr Mary Byrne, Lauren Neal, Au-
di Demiri, Claire Sobels,  Tony Arthurson, Fr Leo Cronin, 
Anthony McGinty, Bernie O’Loghlen, Patricia Messenger, 
Tersilia Manna, Maria & Gavin Peotta, Steve Sarlay, Karl 
& Eva Texler, Stan Greg, Janina Gawronski, Ronald Bra-
ganza, Les Way, Catherine Cain, Zenor Sobecki  
Recently deceased: Elisabeth Anderson,  
 

 

MARCH 
Wednesday 10th Evening prayer at OLOR        7.00p.m. 
Thursday 11th Parish Finance Council           4.00p.m. 
Friday 12th  Stations of the Cross/Mass   10.45a.m 
Sunday 14th Birthing Kits Collection 
   Annette Lamont becomes Catholic 
Tuesday 16th School Board Meeting         6.30p.m. 
Wednesday 17th Evening prayer at OLOR        7.00p.m. 
Thursday 18th Parish Pastoral Council        6.30p.m. 
Friday 19th  Feast of St Joseph 
   Stations of the Cross/Mass    10.45a.m. 
Sunday 21st Lenten Retreat                         2.00p.m. 
Tuesday 23rd Parish School Meeting 
   Liturgy Meeting         11.00a.m. 
   Sacramental Program         6.00p.m. 
Wednesday 24th  Evening Prayer at OLOR         7.00p.m. 
   Awaken Youth Meeting         6.30p.m. 
Thursday 25th Feast of Annunciation OLOR   9.00a.m. 
   Parish Team Meeting        10.00a.m. 
   Faith/Adult Formation         6.00p.m. 
Friday 26th  Stations of the Cross/Mass     10.45a.m.         
Saturday 27th Youth Team Meeting         1.00p.m. 
Sunday 28th Palm Sunday 
Monday 29th Mass of the Oils Cathedral       6.00p.m. 
Tuesday 30th Passion of the Christ OLOR     7.00p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARISH PICNIC  
Thanks to all those who were involved in the Parish/
School picnic last Sunday. The weather helped so that 
everyone had such a wonderful time together. It was 
such a good occasion for the parish and school to come 
together.  

  PROJECT COMPASSION 2021 
Oliva, 22, could not read, write or count, and her 
business was losing money. Then she attended 
Caritas Australia-supported literacy and numeracy 
classes, and set up a home classroom to teach her 
neighbours. Now her classes, business and family 
are thriving, and she aims to become a pastor and 
run for local leadership. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and 
support people like Oliva’s gain access to educa-
tion to build a brighter future and live in commu-
nities that upholds everyone’s dignity. 
 

  Annette Lamont 
Annette has been baptized into another Christian 
denomination and wished to enter into full commun-
ion with the Catholic Church. She had been living 
the Christian life in another denomination, and so 
she needed very little catechesis.  Annette began 
the necessary preparation from last year with Fr 
Fred and will be welcomed into the Church this com-
ing Sunday.  She will receive the Sacrament of Con-
firmation and Holy Communion and so become full 
member in our Catholic church on Sunday 14th 
March during the 10.30am Mass at Bridgewater.  
Welcome Annette into our parish Catholic communi-
ty. 
 
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL  
Our next Parish Finance Council will be next Thursday 
11th  March at 4pm at the Parish Hall at Bridgewater.  
 

           WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS … 

 
LENT 2021 
In our parish on  Wednesdays of Lent Evening 
Prayer is celebrated at 7pm at the OLOR church, 
before the Blessed Sacrament exposed and con-
clude with Benediction. At Lobethal Morning 
Prayer before the blessed Sacrament exposed 
and Benediction after the 9am Mass.   
 
REFLECTION  ON ST JOSEPH  
By Sr. Michele A. Connolly RSJ  
Thus, Joseph and Mary perform two religious acts 
when they take Jesus to Jerusalem: they present 
Jesus to the Lord and they also offer a sacrifice for 
the purification of the mother of Jesus. Both of these 
acts are based in the Word of God. In fact, in the 
course of verses 22- 24, Luke refers three times to 
God’s Word, calling it “the law of Moses,” and twice 
“the law of the Lord.” Clearly, Joseph is presented as 
responding most attentively to the Word of God as 
expressed in the Scriptures. The most important re-
sult of Mary and Joseph’s actions is that, from his 
very birth and introduction into the world, Jesus is 
fully righteous according to God’s Word and is 
shown to be, potentially, the Messiah. Joseph, our 
point of interest, is presented as responding most 
attentively to the Word of God as stated in the Scrip-
tures. Moreover, in his decision to stay faithful to 
Mary and her child, Joseph is portrayed for us in the 
Gospel of Luke as a man who cooperates coura-
geously with God’s will, by discerning it in the events 
occurring around him, about which he has to make 
real-life decisions. Joseph is a wonderful model for 
Christians as we live in the world. The Word of God 
spoken in the Scriptures guides us, but many times 
we have to apply that Word in everyday situations 
where we must see the reality around us, decide 
what God desires us to do and then act courageous-
ly, justly and with compassion. Joseph shows us 
how to be persons of the Word of God, whether it is 
written in books or in the face of God’s creation, un-
folding in history  
 
WORKING BEE 
Working Bee at Birdwood Saturday 13th March at 
9am. Jobs to do: spreading of gravel and mulch on 
ashes garden, removal of dead bushes and a large 
dead tree, Spraying, weeding, pruning & general tidy 
up. Please bring appropriate tools. See you there. 
 
LENTEN RETREAT  
As we journey towards Easter, I invite you to deepen 
your relationship with God by participating in the Len-
ten Retreat. This retreat is meant to help participants 
slow down, collect, and centre themselves upon God. 
The Lenten Retreat is available to everyone. Sunday 
21st March at Our Lady of the Adelaide Hills Parish 
hall from 2pm to 5pm. If you intend to attend please 
put your name in list provided at the back of the 
church. 
 
5 MINUTES WITH THE WORD 
This will be distributed during this weekend.  We 
apologise for the delay.  It’s a good spiritual tool to 
be used daily during Lent up till Easter. 
 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY - BIRTHING KITS  
Nearly 385,000 women die annually in child birth and 
many more mothers and babies suffer from infection. 
Nearly all of them live and die in developing countries. 
Birthing Kit Foundation Australia is an organisation ded-
icated to improving the conditions for women all over 
the world by providing clean birthing kits and training in 
how to use them. Though each kit costs less than a cup 
of coffee, its simple contents give midwives and moth-
ers the resources to reduce infection and fatalities. A 
collection for this appeal will be held this weekend the 
13th & 14th March 2021.  
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILATION  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 
Tuesday 9th March at 6pm at St Matthews for the chil-
dren enrolled in the current sacramental program. Let 
us remember these children and their families in our 
prayers. 
 
STIRLING CWL AGM - MONTHLY MEETING  
Our next AGM and monthly meeting of the Stirling 
Women’s Catholic League will be held next Wednesday 
10th March 2021 at 1pm. in the Parish  Hall at Bridge-
water. Please attend if you can, great to start the New 
Year with new faces.  
 
GLOBAL DAY OF CLIMATE ACTION 
March 11 2021 will be the start of a multi-faith Year of 
Action around the world leading up to crucial interna-
tional climate negotiations in Glasgow in November 
2021. People of all faiths will continue to call urgently at 
international and national levels for a compassionate, 
just response to COVID-19 and the climate emergen-
cy.  At 11am Thursday March 11 2021 (local time), 
many faith communities around the world will be taking 
part in a multi-faith Sacred People Sacred Earth glob-
al day of action on the climate crisis organised by a 
grassroots Greenfaith International Network from 14 
countries.  The Australian Religious Response to Cli-
mate Change is coordinating the Australian response. 
A 5 min video introduces Sacred People Sacred Earth 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_xon_xJrV4&t=1s . 
You are encouraged to get involved. 

 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 08.03.2021 
A challenged world is an alert world. Individually, we're 
all responsible for our own thoughts and actions - all 
day, every day. We can all choose to challenge and call 
out gender bias and inequality. We can all choose to 
seek out and celebrate women's achieve-
ments. Collectively, we can all help create an inclusive 
world. From challenge comes change, so let's 
all choose to challenge. 
 

  ROSTERS FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

NORTHERN  
END 

LOBETHAL 

Sunday 14th March 

10.30 a.m. 

BIRDWOOD 

Sunday 21st March 

8.30am 

BRIDGEWATER Saturday 13th March 

6.00pm  

Sunday 14th March 

10.30am 

Sacristans Joan Davey  Les Tulloch  
Welcoming Ann Teteris  Ann Tulloch  & 
    Cathie Oswald 
Reader  1 Marcia Philips  Luke Pike    
Reader 2  Mary Homann  Sam Sachse 
Ministers of  Ann Teteris  Colleen Sim 
the Eucharist   
Musicians van der Lindens  Damien Mansfield 
Counters Dianne Golding & Maria Thompson  
Our Lady Marcia Philips          
Cleaning Jeremy Roberts 
Flowers Gloria Howe 
Tea/Coffee N/A 

OLOR Sunday 14th March 
 

Sunday 21st March 
5.30pm 

Sacristan             Paul Anderson Paul Anderson 
Register etc. Tom Kenyon Annette Lamont 
Cleaning Tom Kenyon  Tom Kenyon 

   UPCOMING  PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Registration       Janet Harrison Carmen Fairbairn 
Reader 1 Anne Moore Francis McEvoy 
Reader 2   Erica Hockham Anne McEvoy 
Cleaning Gayle Raven Ann-Marie Morales 

MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEK 

Tuesday 9th St Catherine’s Liturgy 9.00a.m. 

Wednesday 10th 
Lobethal/Morning Prayer      

Evening Prayer OLOR 
9.00a.m. 
7.00p.m. 

Friday 12th 
Stations of the Cross 

First Friday of the month 
10.45a.m. 
11.00a.m. 

   Saturday 13th  
Reconciliation—please ring 

the door bell at parish house 
12.00p.m. 

https://greenfaith.org/take-action/sacred-people-sacred-earth/
https://greenfaith.org/take-action/sacred-people-sacred-earth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_xon_xJrV4&t=1s
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       First Collection:           $252.85 

 Planned Giving Received:    $3479.00 

   Loose Plate:       $135.00 

If you would like to donate by Direct Debit use the 

parish bank account details below:   

     BSB: 085 005           Account: 489502427 

           Account Name CCES ADEL HILLS 

               Refer payment as “donation” 

Weekly Income 28th February 2021 

https://greenfaith.org/take-action/sacred-people-sacred-earth/
https://greenfaith.org/take-action/sacred-people-sacred-earth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_xon_xJrV4&t=1s


 

 1st Reading 2 Chr  36:14-16, 19-23 
 2nd Reading Eph   2:   4-10 
 Gospel  John   3: 14-21 
          

Next Week’s Readings 
4th Sunday of Lent - Year B 

 
 

 

3rd SUNDAY OF LENT - Year B 

 

 

 
 
FIRST READING from the book of Exodus 
God spoke all these words. He said ‘I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery.’ ‘You shall no gods ex-
cept me.’ ‘You shall not make yourself a carved im-
age or any likeness of anything in heaven or on 
earth beneath or in the waters under the earth; you 
shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I, the 
Lord your God, am a jealous God and I punish the 
father’s fault in the sons, the grandsons, and the 
great-grandsons of those who hate me; but I show 
kindness to thousands of those who love me and 
keep my commandments.’ ‘You shall not  utter the 
name of the Lord your God to misuse it, for the Lord 
will not leave unpunished the man who utters his 
name to misuse it.’ ’Remember the Sabbath day and 
keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all 
your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath for the 
Lord your God. You shall do no work that day, nei-
ther you nor your son nor your daughter not your 
servants, men or women, nor your animals nor the 
stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord 
made the heavens and the earth and the sea and all 
these hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is 
why the Lord has blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it sacred.’ ’Honour your father and mother so 
that you may have a long life in the land that the 
Lord your God has given to you.’ ‘You shall not kill’ 
’You shall not commit adultery.’ ’You shall not steal.’ 
’You shall not bear false witness against your neigh-
bour.’ ’You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his 
servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or 
anything that is his.’ 
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. R 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
it revives the soul. 
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
it gives wisdom to the simple.    R 
 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 
they gladden the heart. 
The command of the Lord is clear, 
it gives light to the eyes.    R 
 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 
abiding for ever. 
The decrees of the Lord are truth 
and all of them just.      R 
 

They are more to be desired than gold, 
than the purest of gold 
and sweeter are they than honey, 
than honey from the comb.     R 

SECOND READING from the first letter of St  Paul 
to the Corinthians 
While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks 
look for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified 
Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get 
over, to the pagans madness, but to those who have 
been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a 
Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God. For 
God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God's weakness is stronger than human strength.  
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

                 
GOSPEL READING according to John 
Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Je-
rusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling 
cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money chang-
ers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of 
some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle 
and sheep as well, scattered the money changers' 
coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon
-sellers, 'Take all this out of here and stop turning my 
Father's house into a market.' Then his disciples re-
membered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house 
will devour me. The Jews intervened and said, 'What 
sign can you show us to justify what you have done?' 
Jesus answered, 'Destroy this sanctuary, and in three 
days I will raise it up.' The Jews replied, 'It has taken 
forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you going to 
raise it up in three days?' But he was speaking of the 
sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus rose 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the scripture and the words 
he had said. During his stay in Jerusalem for the Pass-
over many believed in his name when they saw the 
signs that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did 
not trust himself to them; he never needed evidence 
about any man; he could tell what a man had in him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 


