
 

Catholic Communities of: 
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Stirling East 
St Joseph’s Lobethal 
St Matthew’s Birdwood 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

11th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—YEAR B                                                12TH/13TH JUNE 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
 
 

St Matthew’s Birdwood 

8.30am: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

St Joseph’s Lobethal 

8.30 am: 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of the month 
 

St Matthew’s Bridgewater 

6.00p.m. Saturday Vigil 

 10.30 am Sunday  

Our Lady of the Rosary East Stirling 

5.30 pm Sunday       

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL REFLECTION    
There is a series of planting, sowing parables in Mark’s gospel (4:1-25). 
They have to do with hard work, proper soil and seed struggling to sur-
vive. There is a rhythm in this Sunday’s gospel parable. The farmer 
"would sleep and rise night and day." It cannot be stopped: first the 
blade appears, then the ear, the wheat and finally the harvest. What 
does a carpenter know about farming anyway? Who knows? What he 
does know and what he is so sure about is the "reign of God": how it is 
when God is in charge; when God is at work; and how God works. Je-
sus is sharing his perspective of God’s rule with us. No matter what: 
God’s seed will grow; God’s harvest will come. How reassuring this 
parable must have been to Mark’s community struggling to be faithful 
to Jesus’ teaching, feeling at times overwhelmed, and not seeing im-
mediate success in their labours. 
The parable speaks to any of us who try to teach our faith to our chil-
dren and ask "Have I done enough?" It encourages us when: we won-
der if we have words to console the grieving; when we take commun-
ion to someone dying; minister in a parish, sing in a choir, and be a 
lector at Mass; write to a politician; speak up for the homeless at a city 
council meeting, etc. We pray and then "scatter seed" by our words 
and actions. 
We don’t always see immediate results, but Jesus reminds us, "This is 
how it is with the reign of God." We may never feel we have done 
enough, that our work is undone, but the parable reminds us that it is 
not all up to us. The seed has a life of its own, even if we should drift 
off, or fall asleep. Jesus tells us not to be fretful and anxious. There is 
no doubt in this parable. There will be a harvest and it does not all de-
pend on us. 
But this is not a parable about kicking back, doing nothing. The minis-
try of God’s Word calls for a lot of hard work, especially during these 
post-pandemic, struggling days. We are challenged to apply ourselves 
where the needs are, which might be as close as in our own homes. 
We will work hard and do our best. But still, there is this parable and it 
is easy to forget it. Jesus is reminding us about God’s presence and 
action in our world. Yes, we will work as hard as we can with all our 
heart, education and skills. And we will pray hard. 
We will also remind ourselves of this parable’s message, that as much 
as we try we have little to do with making the seed grow. It has a life of 
its own. There will be a harvest. It is not just about what we can accom-
plish with our hard work, we are not alone in our efforts. 

      

The Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish serves  
the communities of: 

St Matthew’s Bridgewater, Our Lady of the Rosary Stir-
ling East,  St Matthew’s Birdwood, St Joseph’s Lobe-

thal  
and St Catherine’s Catholic School. 

Our parish lives the Gospel through a strong and  
enduring faith.  We strive to be a vibrant  

community that welcomes all, celebrates diversity, 
reaches out to those in need and cares for God’s  

creation. 

ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH 

Parish House 
1 Wembley Avenue (P O Box 718) 

BRIDGEWATER  S A   5155 
Telephone  (08) 8339 1608 

Email: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 
Website: adelaidehillsparish.com.au 

Facebook: Adelaide Hills Parish 
  

Parish Priest 
Fr Alfred (Fred) Farrugia 

email: a281657@hotmail.com 
 

Pastoral Coordinator 
Custodian of Parish hall 

Cathie Oswald 
email: catherineoswald@ozemail.com.au 

    

 Parish Secretary 
Therese Franco 

email: 
theresefranco@ozemail.com.au 

 

St Catherine’s Catholic School: 
Principal:   John Low 

Telephone:   (08)  8238 8238 
 www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au 

 

Child Safe Contact Person 
Mark McGeough 

email:  
mcgeough@internode.on.net 

 

WHS Parish Officer 
Marianne Berry 

marianne3079@gmail.com 

 PLEASE TAKE HOME YOUR COPY OF 

THE BULLETIN 

http://www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au


For those recovering from surgery, illness and 
the sick 
Sophie Wilson, Sue Streich, Werner Wermuth, Marie Wohling, 

Heidi Bracken, David McLeave, Mary Rammers and our parish-

ioners who are in nursing homes or at home. 

  JUNE Anniversaries:  Nellie Coffey, Sr Anne Holley, Sr 

Marie Bayley, Sr Roasalie Matthews, Ursula May, Ian Alt-
schwager, Charles Braganza, Barry O’Callaghan, Brian Staple-
ton, Bruce Lynch, Joan Reilly, Johanna Bishop, Corrine Keogh, 
Stan Somers, Christopher Lloyd, Sr Roza Van der Sommen, 
Anne Dodson, Brenda Waugh, Peter Thompson, Sr Anslem, 
Alan Jackson, Frank Coccilone, Pat Coffey, Trevor McRostie, 
Margot Dalle-Nogare, May Woodley, Richard Salter, Catherine 
Rooney, Neil Evans, John Steffans, Tom Robinson, Elma 
Wardrope, Jane Harrison, Maria Kralj, Vanessa Theunenst, 
Chris Spence, Robert Eugene Huffrman, Mona Dynon, Anne 

Warren, Neville Reid, Von Arthurson, Denis Daniels, Felicya 

Kieras, John Green, Daniel Brady,  Elizabeth McDonald, Dora 
Louise McDonald, Bert Voskulen, Connie Couzens 

 Recently deceased: Jim O’Dea, Maria Feijen Danuta 
Powalko 

Tuesday 15th School Board Meeting  6.00p.m. 
Wednesday 16th Parish Pastoral Council  6.30p.m. 
Sunday 20th International Lunch Birdwood 
Tuesday 22nd Parish/School meeting         10.00a.m. 
   Confirmation Orientation  6.00p.m. 
Wednesday 23rd Awaken Youth   6.30p.m. 
Friday 25th  Confirmation   7.00p.m. 
Tuesday 29th  Liturgy group          11.00a.m. 
Wednesday 30th Faith/Formation Team  6.00p.m. 
JULY 
Sat/Sun 3/4th Awaken Youth Retreat 
Monday 5th Commence Morning Mass 9.00a.m. 
Thursday 8th Parish Finance Council  4.00p.m. 
 

 

REFLECTION ABOUT ST JOSEPH 
By Fr Khalid Marogi is the Director of the  
Australian Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office 
Refugee Week, 20-26th June 2021  
Joseph’s protective response to Herod’s imminent 
threat to the life of his newborn son Jesus, mir-
rored that of many parents among today’s dis-
placed people. At short notice, Joseph got up to 
protect his young family from danger, “For Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him,” and 
in the dark of the night, “took the child and his 
mother” (Mt 2: 14). He embarked on an escape 
into the unknown; a journey involving fear, danger 
and an uncertain future. At the same time, it was a 
venture filled with deep hope and trust in God’s 
providence that it would lead to safety and a better 
place for Jesus, Mary and Joseph. For the family, 
settling in a new place was just the beginning. 
Soon he would discover that being separated from 
home and immediate family meant that the funda-
mental means of social support was no longer 
available. Joseph and Mary would also have had a 
sense of being lowly strangers stranded in a new 
place under an unknown local language and unfa-
miliar cultures and customs. As a family still deal-
ing with the trauma of flight and estrangement, 
those challenges would have impacted heavily on 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus. Similar conditions and 
circumstances continue to confront the 80 million 
refugees and displaced people today. Joseph 
demonstrated his commitment to safeguard his 
family and face the new reality foretold in his 
dream as he followed God’s call to go to Egypt, 
“and remained there until the death of Herod” (Mt 
2:15). Like so many displaced parents who care for 
their families in our contemporary world, Joseph 
protected and supported Mary and Jesus. Joseph’s 
example is an inspiration for us to generously em-
brace the encounter with our displaced brothers 
and sisters who are likewise seeking refuge and 
security for their families. The Gospel account en-
courages us to compassionately listen to their sto-
ries of suffering, isolation and hopelessness.  
(TO BE CONTINUED) 

           WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS … 

 
NEW CUSTODIAN OF THE HALL 
I am pleased to announce the appointment of Cathy 
Oswald as the custodian of Our Lady of the Adelaide 
Hills Parish Hall.  She has my full support as Parish 
Priest and I am pleased that Cathie has accepted this 
appointment and know she will contribute much to the 
community in this role.   She will be responsible and 
supervise all that has to do with bookings and upkeep 
of the hall.  FR FRED 
 
READERS OF THE WORD MEETING 
It is hoped that lectors from the Northern End will 
meet together on Wednesday 16th June at Mary 
O’Dea Community Centre after the 9am Mass to dis-
cuss the theological as well as the practical and spir-
itual aspects of this ministry.   
 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
The Social Justice group are planning to organize 
Christmas in July Luncheon on Thursday 22nd July.  
Proceeds will go towards The Circle of Friends with a 
trading table.  Put this date in your diary.  More details 
will be given soon. 
 
SEMINAR ON ST JOSEPH 
A Seminar  about Pope’s Francis Apostolic Letter Pa-
tris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Jo-
seph as Patron of the Universal Church will be held 
on Sunday 25th July at the OLAH parish hall, Bridge-
water.  Details to follow. 
 

ST MARTHA’S MEALS 
As we know it’s simply through a rough time.  To help 
out the parish,  St Martha’s meals is providing a three 
course meal once a week.  If you happen to know 
someone in need please contact the parish office or  
e-mail: meals4stmartha@gmail.com to place your or-
der. 
 
INTERNATIONAL LUNCH 
Coming to Mass on Sunday at 8.30a.m. at Birdwood 
or Lobethal may not be very convenient for young 
families with both parents working and with so many 
things happening on a Sunday, fitting in going to 
Mass is very difficult.  We are therefore delighted to 
offer families an opportunity of a 12:15 Mass at Bird-
wood on Sunday 20th June to be followed by an Inter-
national Lunch and trading table organised by the 
Birdwood Catholic Women’s League, as a fund raiser 
for upgrading the carpark at the Lobethal Church. En-
try will be by donation and booking is essential. 
Phone Leonie Holmes 0429 679 199  
or email leon.leonie@bigpond.com 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
The Parish Pastoral Council is a group of parishioners 
chosen by the parish community who come together 
with their Pastor to share the responsibility for the de-
velopment of our Community of Faith and the Mission 
of the Church in our area. Parishioners are able to 
contact any Council member at any time with their 
concerns or issues and have them raised at the next 
Council meeting next Wednesday 16th June at 
6.30p.m. at the OLAH parish hall. 
 

 
MONDAY MORNING MASS 
Last year we had to stop some of our daily masses 
due to the restrictions of Covid19.  I am please to an-
nounce that we will commence Monday morning 
mass at 9.00a.m. from Monday 5th July at the OLOR 
church.  We wish to thank the OLOR community who 
accepted to help to organise Mass in our lovely 
church.   
 

OUR YOUTH RETREAT 
The dates for our retreat are Saturday 3rd - Sunday 
4th July (the first weekend of the July school holi-
days.) We would like to thank St. Catherine’s School 
for, once again, allowing us to host our retreat at the 
school. The theme of the retreat is ‘Joy of the Lord!’ - 
which will culminate all the themes we are exploring in 
the first half of this year leading up to the retreat. 
• The cost of the retreat for each youth is $30 - cover-
ing food and resources. 
• As we have done with previous retreats, catering for 
lunch and dinner will be provided by families of Awak-
en Youth. 
• We would greatly appreciate your prayers as we 
continue to plan and then run this retreat. 
 
SCAFFOLDING 
The parish is looking to buy a second hand scaffold-
ing that can do up to around 5/6 meters.  If you hap-
pen to know someone who was to sell a scaffolding 
please contact Fr Fred. 
 
THE BRIDGE 
Please take your copy of this month’s The Bridge 
from the back of the church.  Thanks to all those who 
are involved in producing such an excellent parish 
magazine now approaching nearly 38 years form it’s 
first publication. 

  ROSTERS FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

NORTHERN  
END 

BIRDWOOD 

Sunday 13th June 

8.30 a.m. 

LOBETHAL 

Sunday 20th June 

8.30 a.m. 

BRIDGEWATER Saturday 19th June 

6.00pm  

Sunday 20th June 

10.30am 

Sacristans  Mark McGeough          Dianne Golding 
Welcoming  Kathy Lloyd        Gina Kelly   
Reader  1  Alan Miller               Luke Pike        
Reader 2  Mirla Mills                 Sam Sachse       
Minister/Eucharist  Kathy Lloyd                 Jenny Porter 
Musicians  Damien Mansfield       Folk Group 
Counters  Laurie Manna & Fr Fred  
Our Lady  Orma Paine     
Cleaning  Jan McDonnell & Dan De Fazio     
Flowers  Gloria Howe   

OLOR Sunday 20th June 
5.30pm 

Sunday 27th June  
5.30pm 

Sacristan              Paul Anderson Paul Anderson 
Register etc.            Deb Somers           Rosy Jones 
Cleaning           Jenny Johnston Jenny Johnston 

   UPCOMING  PARISH ACTIVITIES * JUNE 

Registration         Carmen Fairburn       Janet Harrison 
Reader 1              Lea Crosby               Raniel Alegre     
Reader 2              M.Smitherman          Ingrid Tano  
Cleaning              Mary Nyeboer          Jo Brickhill 

MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEK 

TUESDAY 15TH Liturgy St Catherine’s 9.00a.m. 

WEDNESDAY 16TH Mass—Birdwood 9.00a.m.. 

FRIDAY 18TH Mass Bridgewater 11.00a.m. 

   SATURDAY 19TH 
Reconciliation (please  

come to the parish house) 
12.00p.m. 

mailto:meals4stmartha@gmail.com
mailto:leon.leonie@bigpond.com


 
NEW CUSTODIAN OF THE HALL 
I am pleased to announce the appointment of Cathy 
Oswald as the custodian of Our Lady of the Adelaide 
Hills Parish Hall.  She has my full support as Parish 
Priest and I am pleased that Cathie has accepted this 
appointment and know she will contribute much to the 
community in this role.   She will be responsible and 
supervise all that has to do with bookings and upkeep 
of the hall.  FR FRED 
 
READERS OF THE WORD MEETING 
It is hoped that lectors from the Northern End will 
meet together on Wednesday 16th June at Mary 
O’Dea Community Centre after the 9am Mass to dis-
cuss the theological as well as the practical and spir-
itual aspects of this ministry.   
 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
The Social Justice group are planning to organize 
Christmas in July Luncheon on Thursday 22nd July.  
Proceeds will go towards The Circle of Friends with a 
trading table.  Put this date in your diary.  More details 
will be given soon. 
 
SEMINAR ON ST JOSEPH 
A Seminar  about Pope’s Francis Apostolic Letter Pa-
tris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Jo-
seph as Patron of the Universal Church will be held 
on Sunday 25th July at the OLAH parish hall, Bridge-
water.  Details to follow. 
 

ST MARTHA’S MEALS 
As we know it’s simply through a rough time.  To help 
out the parish,  St Martha’s meals is providing a three 
course meal once a week.  If you happen to know 
someone in need please contact the parish office or  
e-mail: meals4stmartha@gmail.com to place your or-
der. 
 
INTERNATIONAL LUNCH 
Coming to Mass on Sunday at 8.30a.m. at Birdwood 
or Lobethal may not be very convenient for young 
families with both parents working and with so many 
things happening on a Sunday, fitting in going to 
Mass is very difficult.  We are therefore delighted to 
offer families an opportunity of a 12:15 Mass at Bird-
wood on Sunday 20th June to be followed by an Inter-
national Lunch and trading table organised by the 
Birdwood Catholic Women’s League, as a fund raiser 
for upgrading the carpark at the Lobethal Church. En-
try will be by donation and booking is essential. 
Phone Leonie Holmes 0429 679 199  
or email leon.leonie@bigpond.com 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
The Parish Pastoral Council is a group of parishioners 
chosen by the parish community who come together 
with their Pastor to share the responsibility for the de-
velopment of our Community of Faith and the Mission 
of the Church in our area. Parishioners are able to 
contact any Council member at any time with their 
concerns or issues and have them raised at the next 
Council meeting next Wednesday 16th June at 
6.30p.m. at the OLAH parish hall. 
 

 
MONDAY MORNING MASS 
Last year we had to stop some of our daily masses 
due to the restrictions of Covid19.  I am please to an-
nounce that we will commence Monday morning 
mass at 9.00a.m. from Monday 5th July at the OLOR 
church.  We wish to thank the OLOR community who 
accepted to help to organise Mass in our lovely 
church.   
 

OUR YOUTH RETREAT 
The dates for our retreat are Saturday 3rd - Sunday 
4th July (the first weekend of the July school holi-
days.) We would like to thank St. Catherine’s School 
for, once again, allowing us to host our retreat at the 
school. The theme of the retreat is ‘Joy of the Lord!’ - 
which will culminate all the themes we are exploring in 
the first half of this year leading up to the retreat. 
• The cost of the retreat for each youth is $30 - cover-
ing food and resources. 
• As we have done with previous retreats, catering for 
lunch and dinner will be provided by families of Awak-
en Youth. 
• We would greatly appreciate your prayers as we 
continue to plan and then run this retreat. 
 
SCAFFOLDING 
The parish is looking to buy a second hand scaffold-
ing that can do up to around 5/6 meters.  If you hap-
pen to know someone who was to sell a scaffolding 
please contact Fr Fred. 
 
THE BRIDGE 
Please take your copy of this month’s The Bridge 
from the back of the church.  Thanks to all those who 
are involved in producing such an excellent parish 
magazine now approaching nearly 38 years form it’s 
first publication. 

       First Collection:           $473.30 

 Planned Giving Received:    $2,295.00 

   Loose Plate:       $173.95 

If you would like to donate by Direct Debit use the 

parish bank account details below:   

     BSB: 085 005           Account: 489502427 

           Account Name CCES ADEL HILLS 

               Refer payment as “donation” 

Weekly Income 6th June 2021 

 PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
To you God entrusted his only Son: 
In you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace,  
mercy and courage,  
and defend us from every evil. 

mailto:meals4stmartha@gmail.com
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 1st Reading Job   38:  1, 8-11 

 2nd Reading 2 Cor      5:14-17 

 Gospel  Mk     4:35-41 

Next Week’s Readings 
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time  -   Year B                                  

 

 

 
 
 

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B                                       
 

 
A reading from the prophet  Ezekiel 
The Lord says this:  
'From the top of the cedar, from the highest 
branch I will take a shoot and plant it myself 
on a very high mountain.  I will plant it on the 
high mountain of Israel.  It will sprout branch-
es and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar.  
Every kind of bird will live beneath it, every 
winged creature rest in the shade of its 
branches.  And every tree of the field will 
learn that I, the Lord, am the one who stunts 
tall trees and makes the low ones grow, who 
withers green trees and makes the withered 
green.  
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 

 

Responsorial Psalm    

 

Lord it is good to give thanks to you.  R 

 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord 
to make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your love in the morning 
and your truth in the watches of the night. R 
 
The just will flourish like the palm-tree 
and grow like a Lebanon cedar.     R 
 
Planted in the house of the Lord 
they will flourish in the courts of our God, 
still bearing fruit when they are old, 
still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the Lord is just. 
In him, my rock, there is no wrong.    R 

 

     
A reading from the 2nd letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 
We are always full of confidence when we re-
member that to live in the body means to be 
exiled from the Lord, going as we do by faith 
and not by sight - we are full of confidence, I 
say, and actually want to be exiled from the 
body and make our home with the Lord. 
Whether we are living in the body or exiled 
from it, we are intent on pleasing him. For all 
the truth about us will be brought out in the 
law court of Christ, and each of us will get 
what he deserves for the things he did in the 

body, good or bad. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
The seed is the word of God,  
Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to  
Mark 
Jesus said to the crowd, 'This is what the 
kingdom of God is like. A man throws seed on 
the land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when 
he is awake, the seed is sprouting and grow-
ing; how, he does not know. Of its own ac-
cord the land produces first the shoot, then 
the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And 
when the crop is ready, he loses no time; he 
starts to reap because the harvest has come.' 
He also said, 'What can we say the kingdom 
of God is like? What parable can we find for 
it? It is like a mustard seed which at the time 
of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it 
grows into the biggest shrub of them all and 
puts out big branches so that the birds of the 
air can shelter in its shade.' 
Using many parables like these, he spoke the 
word to them, so far as they were capable of 
understanding it. He would not speak to them 
except in parables, but he explained every-
thing to his disciples when they were alone. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perhaps in our prayer for this coming week, we 
can make a special effort to look more deeply at 
nature on our doorstep and connect more mean-
ingfully with it. May we have eyes to see God’s 
Kingdom at work throughout nature and in our 
fellow human beings. May we grow ever closer to 
God in all that we do, so that we may be living ex-
pressions of God’s Kingdom on Earth. 

 

 

      

 
 


