
Dear Friends, 

I missed being with you all last Tuesday. We will meet this Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. to continue our work of 

recognizing, understanding, appreciating and utilizing differences around race in our community in order to change 

the narrative from white isolation to diverse collaboration. 

We are always exploring how this functions at four levels: personal, interpersonal, institutional and cultural.  We 

seek to understand examples of modern oppression (often examples of non-race related behaviors that function in 

ways that continue to exclude people of color/white isolation).  Once identifying the modern oppression behaviors 

we can choose alternative behaviors which lead to a beautiful diverse collaboration that benefits everyone. 

Since we last met, there was a congressional hearing held for the first time in over a decade on the topic of 

#reparations for HR-40, which has been introduced for over 30 years in Congress and dismissed every time. This 

hearing provides a rich laboratory for exploring both modern oppression and alternative behaviors. 

A friend of mine wrote about the hearing in a blog (link below) I’d recommend to you. Jen highlights quotes from 

black author, Ta’Nehisi Coates and white producer and director of "Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep 

North,” Katrina Brown https://www.jenwillsea.com/blog 

You can read their quotes on Jen’s blog and get the link to watch them and others speak about the need for 

National reckoning and reparations, not only for slavery (an estimated $3 billion asset taken by colonial and US 

settlers in the form of 12 million African lives), but also for the ongoing benefits and access denied people of color 

ever since slavery. 

I admit, this is an education I never got at home, in school or at church (evidence of a culture of white 

isolation/white supremacy).  Of course, people want to make this about political parties, thereby excluding it from 

conversation in the church.  That is a shame. This is about our shared humanity and our survival as a people. I’ve 

said it before and will say it again, “Unacknowledged hurt will never heal.” Actually, Jeremiah 6:14 says the wound 

of a people will never heal by denying that it exists. 

Everything said by the witnesses during the hearing was rich and powerful. I just wanted to share one thing that 

Katrina Brown said that particularly spoke to me from my place as a white man who benefits knowingly and 

unknowingly from a culture of white supremacy. I often do not know what to do about this reality that would be of 

any help. I recognize the tragic denial and defensiveness in myself and of white people as a symptom of shame and 

loss that desperately needs healing. 

Brown is white and from Rhode Island. Her ancestors account for the largest number of slave traders in the nation. 

She, of all people, may like to defend her heritage and avoid the conversation about this shameful past. 

Instead this is what she says: 

“There is a natural instinct to avoid that which can bring feelings of shame about our people, about the country 

that we love . . . . and I would speak directly to my fellow white Americans on this.  First, FEAR NOT, though it’s 

counter intuitive. I’ve seen over and over again the liberating power of facing this painful past. Secondly, white 

people tend to imagine that black people are angry at us, but in my experience, black Americans don’t blame us for 

the deeds of bygone ancestors, but are rightfully angry that we don’t just drop the defensiveness, the self-absorbed 

guilt and sign up to work with them shoulder to shoulder to tackle the legacies that are still with us. Third, when we 

let go of defensiveness or guilt we can get to a healthy and shared grief which opens the door to sober, sacred, 

respectful, creative, collective conversation about how to make things right. There are scores of organizations 

that are already able to attest to this, the power of this work. They know, I know, that the process that a 

commission would help the country embark upon could be a transformative, positive and life-giving thing for the 

country as a whole – a beautiful thing. It is good for the soul of a person, a people and of a nation to set things 

right. Thank you.” 

https://www.jenwillsea.com/blog


I made that one sentence bold and italic because I think that is the hope I have for this little gathering on Tuesdays. 

I think we are one of the “scores of organizations” who can attest to this.  When we move past defensiveness or 

guilt we can get to a healthy and shared grief which opens the door to sober, sacred, respectful, creative, 

collaborative (my word) conversation about how to make things right. 

I look forward to more beautiful things happening with you all in the days to come. 

David 


