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       SEPTEMBER  2021 

Monthly Newsletter for Grace United Methodist Church  

    A Church for all generations, making disciples of next 
       generations for the transformation of the world.    

GRACE NOTES  
Our Mission Offering For The Month Of September 
Florida United Methodist Children’s Home 

  

What is the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home? 

The Florida United Methodist Children’s Home was established as an orphanage in 1908 by Florida Methodists, 
and by the 1950’s had changed its major emphasis to caring for abused, abandoned, neglected or dependent  

children. Boys and girls are accepted without regard to race, creed or national origin. The staff is composed of 
competent and dedicated professionals who share responsibility for caring for the children 24 hours a day. The 
beautiful 100-acre Enterprise campus is located on Lake Monroe, 30 miles north of Orlando and one mile east of 
the DeBary/Deltona 1-4 exit #108. With the Enterprise campus as focal point of activity, the Home assists children 
in other facilities, in independent living, in foster care, and those in vocational and institutions of higher educa-
tion. For more information visit fumch.org.  

 

 
 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 
This year I celebrated 25 years in ministry! I spent six years as an associate pastor in Orlando, twelve years as a 
church plant pastor in Orlando, and seven years here at Grace. During those 25 years I have always served in  
ministry alongside my husband David. Lots of folks have asked over the years how we have been able to stand 
working together which is usually followed by the statement, “I don’t think I’d be able to do that with my 
spouse”. For us, being in ministry together has been a blessing. Sure, there have been times when it hasn’t been 
easy but for the most part we have enjoyed sharing ministry. We each have different gifts and use them in  
different ways which helps keep things fresh. Beginning September 1, David will be taking a three month renewal 
leave where he will be taking time to reflect on his call to ministry with a spiritual director, do some writing, run 
the Boston Marathon, and spend some time with his parents. This means that for the first time in 25 years I will 
be a solo pastor! I’m looking forward to the challenge and told the staff that I’ll be sure to make as many changes 
as possible in the three months (just kidding). 
 
In September our worship services will center on the theme “Come To The Table”. 
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus shared meals with his people. In a world that is fast-paced, full of distractions, and 
separated by pandemic and dissection, the table is where we can come together. As followers of Jesus, God calls 
us to make space for all of God’s children at the table. 
 
One of the ways we can make this series come to life for us is if you send in pictures from around the table and 
well-loved recipes. Do you have a favorite picture of family or friends gathered around the table for a meal? Do 
you have a favorite recipe you like to make for family and friends? Send them to me at  
carolyn@gracestaugustine.org. You can continue sending them throughout the month of September. 
 
I look forward to being in ministry together, 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Williamson 
 
“Send your pictures from around the table.  
I love this picture of my mother and  
grandparents (my grandmother still wearing 
her apron) at their home in Bridgeville,  
Pennsylvania on Christmas Day.   
 
 
                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                    (continued on  the next page) 

GUMC Main Office Hours                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Main Office is open Monday—Friday, 8 am—4 pm. 
If you are in need of anything, please give Peggy Namie a call at 904-829-8272/office or  
email her at office@gracestaugustine.org  
 
All GUMC Offices will be closed on Monday, September 6th in honor of Labor Day  



(Continued from the cover page) 
 

 

Come to the Table | Sermon Series 
 
September 5: Revelation @ the Table | Luke 24:28-35 
When Jesus breaks bread with the disciples, their eyes are opened, and they recognize him. 
Communion opens our eyes to see God and others more clearly. At the table, we come to 
know one another and God. 
 
September 12: Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner! | Luke 14:12-14 
Most would agree to share meals with individuals who are familiar to them or with those they know the best. Yet, 
Christ contends that the table is less about familiarity and more about hospitality and care. 
 
September 19: Enemies @ the Table | Psalm 23 
When you feel that people or situations are against you, God is still in control and can provide a blessing. 
 
September 26: Laughter @ the Table | Genesis 18:1-15 

Stephen Ministry Corner... 
The Pandemic Beat Goes On 
 
Just when we as a nation (and as a faith community) were beginning to feel more confident that the Coronavirus 
pandemic was beginning to come (at least somewhat) under control, low and behold a new and highly transmissible 
viral strain introduces itself. This Delta variant is spreading primarily among the unvaccinated, but it also has the  
capability to “break through” to the fully vaccinated on occasion. I have recently read where more than a quarter of 
the nation’s occupied ICU beds are being used for COVID-19 patients. “Public health officials from Hawaii to  
Mississippi, from Oregon to Texas have portended bleak statistics in the coming weeks, saying that hospitalizations 
are already higher now than they were in January” (HUFFPOST, Nick Visser, 8/18/21). 
 
As a believing, practicing Christian (as you most likely are as well), I’m not a fan of gloom and doom. I, rather,  
subscribe adhering to a God who cares for all God’s children - even while I pay attention to what the doctors and 
scientists have to say. And yet the question, “Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue?” is, unfortunately, still as  
relevant today as it was a year or more ago. So, it’s a good time to remind us all that Grace Church has a team of 
male and female Stephen Ministers who are ready to come alongside you or someone you know to listen, care,  
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. 
 
I can’t count the number of times that I’ve responded with “Just fine!” when I’m asked how I am - when sometimes 
I’m not just fine. Maybe this is a familiar response for you as well at times. Well, here are some things to continue to 
look out for that may indicate that things aren’t as fine as they could be: isolation and loneliness, anxiety over 
health, grief due to many different kinds of losses, tension from juggling work, childcare, and schooling 
(including kids now back at school in the midst of this ongoing pandemic), financial strain or job loss, uncertainty 
about the future, or other unexpected life challenges - to name just a few things. 
 
A reminder - a Stephen Minister will meet with you (or someone you know and love) privately - by phone, by video 
chat, or, if safely possible, in person - to offer care and support. It’s free and completely confidential. Please call any 
of our Stephen Leaders listed below to talk over whether Stephen Ministry is right for you or someone you care 
about. 
 
Why do we care for each other? Well, as those who seek to be and make disciples for Jesus, we remember and  
celebrate his words from Matthew, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Mt. 
11:28). It’s a promise made by the Great Healer. And it’s also a call to “be Jesus” to others along life’s way. 
 

Blessings in Christ, 
Your Stephen Ministry Team 

 
Marie Russo (804-712-3712) 

Marva Warmington (314-602-9438) 
Sue Amole (904-553-8536) 

Roger Carlson (240-483-7183) 

 
 
 
 
 

Ringing and Singing Returns to Grace! 
 
As our summer hiatus comes to a close, preparations are underway for our Handbell and Chancel Choirs.  
Both groups begin rehearsing again on Wednesday, September 8th: Bells at  
6 pm and Chancel Choir at 7 pm. There is space for YOU in one or both groups! Just show up or touch base with 
Mike. Looking forward to helping our  
congregation worship with wonderful live music!! 
                                                                                                                              
 

Youth Schedule for September 
 

Youth Group will meet on Wednesdays: September 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th 
From 5 pm—6:15 pm in the GUMC Youth Room 
 
Youth Sunday School will meet on Sundays: September 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th 
From 11 am—12 pm/noon in the Grace UMC Youth Room 
 



Birthdays In The Month Of September 
 
4th Riley Dean • Paula Merritt  
5th L. C. Cole  
6th Fran Lake  
8th Brenda Blake • Dale Hensel 
10th Carrie Dean  
11th Charles Hazen  
13th Char Bevilacqua  
14th Jonathan Crane • Harlan Trofholz  
15th Ashley Ray  
16th Penny Colee  
17th Carol Vander Wal  
18th Sandra Adelsperger • Vera Gilmore  
19th Linda Mullins  
20th Don Price  
22nd Norma Day • Nancy Watkins  
23rd Andrew Santoro  
24th Barbara Dennison  
26th Jerry Broyhill • John Newbold  
27th DeEtte Adducie • John Flynt • Steven Kleiber  
 
 

Anniversaries In The Month Of September 
 
1st Fred & Jan Ruch  
7th Roy & Brenda Blake  
26th Walt & Dottie Hardy 

If your name is not listed in the “Birthdays” or “Anniversaries” and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone  
904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org .  
Thank you! 

Altar Flowers for September 
 
September 5th —Available 
September 12th—Available 
September 19th—Available 
September 26th—Tom & Pennie LaFon 
 
Altar flowers are $30 Total for the two arrangements. 
 
The Altar Flower Calendar is located in the Office. You 
may call the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy at 
office@gracestaugustine.org to sign up for providing 
flowers in the sanctuary.  

Companions In Christ Women’s Study 
 
 The Companions in Christ women’s study will postpone starting back up in September due to the resurgence of 

COVID, even among those vaccinated. We will look to starting back in January. 
We hope we can get back into the intimate small group work setting that makes 
this study so powerful. If you have questions or comments please contact  
Anne Bishop (annebshp@gmail.com) or  
Debra Gibson (dgg0613@yahoo.com ).   

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Saturday Churchwide Email Submissions DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
     EMAIL DATE THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
          September 4th Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, September 1st 
          September 11th Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, September 8th 
          September 18th Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, September 15th  
          September 25th Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, September 22nd 
          October 2nd Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, September 29th  
 
→Newsletter Submissions:  
         For October 2021 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES—Monday, September 20th 2 pm 
                                    THANK YOU FOR YOUR OBSERVANCE OF THESE DEADLINES! 

Prayers For and From Our Congregation 
 
Names remain listed here for 30 days. After which time, they are then included in "Unspoken Names." 
 
 We pray for the Unspoken Names, for our Church, for First Responders, for Law Enforcement, for our Military,   

    for all those lives affected by COVID 19 & Delta Variant, the collapse of the Champlain Towers South Condo in 

    Miami, FL, People of Haiti, and People of Afghanistan 

    ALL Medical Staff – staff is stressed and weary due to the increased cases of COVID/Delta Variant 

    Many patients are unvaccinated and younger, including children 

        
Individual Prayer Needs: 
 
Family of Linda Beall who died on August 20th (husband, John) 

Richard Gibson  is to undergo a Bronchoscopy on September 2nd to ascertain the condition of his right lung  

    which has not healed since having COVID-19 in January (wife, Debra) 

Prayers for the Lennard Gerth family, who lost their wife and mother to COVID this week. Dawn was the 

    church secretary at Moultrie Baptist Church and Lennard provides great lawn care service to many in the 

    community. 

Family of Kris Phillips (Geddings) who died August 12th 

Families of Julia Williamson and Sydney Newbold as they enter college life away from home 

Sally Hall (mother of Carolyn Williamson) 

Family of Maria Schineller who died August 12th (son, John) 

Elizabeth Roberson 

Family of Diane Heddinger who died recently (sister-in-law of Jerry & Judith Minnicks) 

Isabella broke her little finger (granddaughter of Sanford & Vickie Ray) 

Don Rix recovering from surgery – doing very well 

Zachary Owen 

Toby 

 
Bayview: Rose Ponder 
Silver Creek: Betty Fleming 
The Ponce: Elaine Hanni 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger 
At home: Stan  Russo • Wanda Qualman 

mailto:annebshp@gmail.com
mailto:dgg0613@yahoo.com


Groups and Committee Meetings In August 
 
SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Sundays at 9:30 am—10:30 am via Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/806127553?    
    pwd=YUw1V213OVJnUmpxUjAvS2l4ZUtuQT09 
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    Password: seekers 
    One tap mobile  19292056099,,806127553#,,,,*4838220# 
BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY—Meeting in-person & via Zoom on Sundays at 9:30 am 
    https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 935 7254 3694 
    Password: 015098 
    One tap mobile 16468769923,,93572543694#,,#,015098# 
CAMPUS TO CITY WESLEY (CCW)—Sundays: September 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th at 5 pm—9 pm, Wesley Room & FH 
BISCUIT BOYZ/Men’s Group—Meeting in-person & via Zoom on Mondays at 9 am, Wesley Room—NOT meeting Sept. 6th 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83795795360?pwd=YTI4VEpZNWITM2w5QzZKRIdRTzJ0Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 837 9579 5360 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 
WEDDING (Ayala/Woolgar)—Monday, September 6th at 1 pm  
BOY SCOUT TROOP #243—Mondays: September 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th at 6:30 pm, Brusaw Hall 
TRUSTEES COMMITTEE—Monday, September 13th at 5 pm via Zoom 
STEPHEN MINISTRY—Monday, September 13th at 6:30 pm, Wesley Room 
UPPER ROOM PRAYER CIRCLE—Tuesdays: September 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th at 10 am , Wesley Room 
STAFF MEETINGS—Tuesdays: September 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th at 10 am, Fellowship Hall 
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS— Tuesdays: September 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th at Noon via Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96076302991?pwd=eTIMNExGKzFKc2YwUDITV0UvUkVQUT09 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    Passcode: 254042 
    One tap mobile =19292056099,,96076302991#,,,,,,0#,,254042# 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING—Tuesday, September 14th at 4 pm, Room # 2/Upstairs 
BIBLE TALES FOR TOTS—Wednesdays: September 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th  at 10:30 am, Upstairs 
HANDBELLS—Resume on Wednesday, September 8th at 6 pm 
CHANCEL CHOIR—Resume on Wednesday, September 8th at 7 pm 
DINING WITH DIGNITY—meal served outside at 6 pm on Friday, September 17th (3rd Friday of the month) 
    For more information, contact Mike Osgood (904– 377-4706) 
GRACE KIDS—Wednesdays: September 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th  at 5 pm-6:30 pm, Upstairs 
YOUTH—Wednesdays: September 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th  at 5 pm—6:15 pm, Youth Room 
    
As always, your attendance/participation is greatly appreciated in your support of the inner workings  of GUMC! 

     

 
     

Grace Kids 

We will be focusing our 

learning time on God 

this fall.  God made us, 

He loves us, and He has 

a plan for us.  Our kids 

will have some wild fun 

as we get to know God 

a bit better and build 

that relationship with 

Him that we will need when the challenges and tough times come. 

Join us on Wednesdays as we learn that GOD is WILD about US! 

Grace Kids Wednesday Camp is held every Wednesday  from 5:00—

6:15 for kids age 4 years through 5th grade.  

Grace Kids Camp is an active midweek program that allows our kids 

to learn while deepening their friendships with each other and with 

Jesus.   Drop off children at 5:00 and pick them back up at 6:15. 

                                                Find Us Online! 

Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s 
Ministry page on our church website.  https://gracestaugustine.org/grow-in-faith/children  
 

Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids 
at our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

In September, our Sunday  

Kids Groups will be studying the 

story of David and  

Goliath.  We would love for 

your children to join us! 

 

Children’s Programs 
Weekly Schedule 

 

We have wonderful programs designed to meet the 

needs of our children and their families as we strive to 

make disciples of next generations for the transfor-

mation of the world!  

Sunday mornings: 
11:00—12:00 Children’s Sunday Groups 
Wednesday: 
10:30—11:30 Bible Tales for Tots 
5:00—6:30—Grace Kids Camp 
Online: 
Weekly Family Bible Study can be found at church 

website, Grace Children’s Facebook page, or email 

marthayamnitz@gmail.com to have a YouTube link 

mailed to you weekly. 

It was in my September 2020 newsletter that I shared with you all the news of our 

sweet Ava Jones and her diagnosis of cancer.  We had a keychain fundraiser (thank 

you again Dennis Conkey!) and you all set to work praying for this adorable child.  

September 2021 and I am so thrilled to let you all know that Ava has completed her 

most aggressive treatments and is returning to school with her friends! Her parents 

Kim & Kevin Jones and her grandparents Jim & Trish Gilliam are so very, very grateful 

for all your prayers and the financial support over the past year.  Thank you Grace 

UMC!  Please continue to pray for Ava and her family as she returns to school and 

enjoys third grade with her classmates.  

Ava’s Army 

https://gracestaugustine.org/grow-in-faith/children


Be a Blessing! 
 
From Grace’s Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC): 
 
When we meet on September 5th to worship, something will be different. Missing. A noticed void. You may have 
guessed it, we will be missing Pastor David. 
 
Pastor David began his well deserved Renewal Leave on September 1 and we (SPRC) are ex-cited for him to have 
this time to pursue development of a resource for local churches to be-come multi-cultural change agents through 
the gospel of Jesus, to enjoy being with family, and to deepen his introspective exploration of personal cultural  
identity. We will certainly all miss his input in our lives until his return December 1. 
 
Renewal leaves are allowed after 7 years of ministry and must approved by SPRC, the District Superintendent, and 
Church Council. SPRC is delighted that Pastor David has this opportunity! A grant was also awarded to Pastor David 
that in part, provides funding for additional pastoral support during his absence. 
 
While David is away, Pastor Carolyn will continue to lead Grace UMC along with our wonderful staff and lay leaders. 
We are so grateful for her presence and voice. 
 
Please know the importance of praying for, appreciating, and supporting Pastor Carolyn and our entire Grace staff 
especially during these next three months. The entire staff has worked above and beyond their job descriptions over 
the past year and are continuing to be flexible with Pas-tor David’s absence and the COVID pandemic. 
 
Let’s make September Grace Staff Appreciation Month and also look forward to October as Pastor Appreciation 
Month. There are three ways for one to tangibly support our staff. 
 
First, as mentioned earlier, PRAY. Pray that our staff will have God’s direction, wisdom, and protection. 
 
Second, in the back of the sanctuary are “You’re a Blessing” cards. Please take a few, fill in a staff person’s name, 
then write a note of appreciation and encouragement. These can be placed in the offering plate to be distributed to 
the individual. If you are not attending in person, write an email directly to the staff person or send it to our Church 
Administrator, Peggy Namie at office@gracestaugustine.org. Or, if you prefer, print your own cards using the  
template on the next page. 
 
Third, support and bless our Grace staff by making a monetary contribution. An individual can either give a gift of 
appreciation directly to a staff member or give a love offering to Grace's des-ignated Staff/Pastor Appreciation Fund. 
These funds are distributed to the staff and pastors through consensus of SPRC. 
 
Let’s flood our staff with God’s love, our appreciation, 

our prayers, and our gifts during September! 
 

Marva Warmington 
SPRC Chair 
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This is tentative depending on the status of COVID-19 and the Delta Variant. 
If you are interested in purchasing a ticket, you will need to check with Home Again St Johns the week prior to see 
if the production is going to take place. 
If you have already purchased a ticket and the show is cancelled you will receive a full refund or you can designate 
it as a donation to Home Again St Johns. Call Home Again St Johns 904-687-6043 for more information. 

     

 
     


