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Grace United Methodist Church
8 Carrera Street
St. Augustine, FL 32084

What Direction is Grace Church Headed?
The Church belongs to God and not any of us. Therefore, any attempt to determine where the Church is headed rightly
begins with the question: Where is God headed?
This is first and foremost a question that is spiritually discerned rather than put to a vote where majority rules. It is very
important for the people of any church to be involved together in this spiritual discernment. After all, the Church is made up
of people through whom God’s Spirit works to fulfill God’s mission.
According to the Bible, God has given gifts to his people. God doesn’t give everyone the same gifts, but all gifts are important
to “equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12-13
The body of people appointed by Grace Church with the responsibility to discern and direct the strategic direction of Grace
Church is the Church Council. This group of 14 people is charged with the ongoing work of discerning where God is headed
and what that looks like for the people of Grace Church to follow.
What characterizes the direction (God’s Future Story) of Grace Church?
Our Church’s future story is characterized by risk-taking faith in following Jesus – not a particular program, technique or
strategy.
Too often Churches fall asleep to the reality that God exists and has something to say. A sign of this is increased anxiety over
things like:
“We don’t seem to be growing. We seem to be losing members. Are we going to have enough money? Let’s not forget the young people? Let’s not forget the retired people. What if the church splits over human sexuality?
Overly focusing on those concerns betray the fact that we have stopped centering our lives on the living God who calls us to
follow him in the way of grace by practicing the means of grace.
Our Bishop has written a letter to the Church, included in this newsletter. In his letter, Bishop Carter identifies a number of
painful human realities we are facing that bring up feelings of sadness, anger and fear. There are deep losses to grieve, anger
over abuse and injustice by those in power, and fear that all we know and love will be destroyed. He reflects on what we’ve
learned in all this pain, and then points us toward the deepest and most central question for our life together as Christians.

“In GOD we trust!”

(Continued on next page)

(Continued from front cover)

Boy Scout Troop 243 Awards Ceremony & Dinner Following Woodruff Summer Camp 2018…

“Can we recover our voice and honor our Lord?”
This is an extraordinarily empowering question. Answering it does not depend on whether you agree with everything
people in your church or family does. Answering it does not depend on who is in the White House or who gets elected the
next governor of Florida. Answering it does not depend on whether you agree with everything your pastor says and does.
We’re not saying these things don’t matter. We’re only saying they are not central to our life together as Christians The
question we each must answer if we are to be a Church with “integrity of faith and clarity of witness” is this:
“Am I following Jesus closely enough to hear what he is saying to me so that I may recover (discover) my voice and honor
him with my life?”
When we affirmatively answer that question we, your pastors and Church Council, believe that we will become “a Church
for all of Jesus’ disciples across differences of every kind (including age, nationality, and race) participating in Jesus’ world
transforming work.”
We believe we will be a beautiful sign of the way of grace revealed in Jesus (prevenient, justifying, sanctifying) for all
St. Augustine (and the world) to see.

A scout is Reverent:
saying Grace before Awards Dinner

Asst. Scoutmaster working on computer to display video
of pictures from summer camp trip. Wife sharing
information with newest scout’s parents.

We believe we will be regularly surprised by the power of God to draw people to himself (exploring faith, beginning faith
and growing in faith), to restore sanity, to heal divisions, and to otherwise multiply the realities of heaven right here on
earth.
This will be joyful, beautiful, life-giving, and it will not be without pain, sacrifice and discipline.
Following Jesus closely enough to listen to what he has to say so that you can discover your unique voice and honor Jesus
with your life will require practicing the means of grace – the “ancient path” described in Jeremiah 6:16, and the disciplines
of faith that earned Christians during the Wesleyan revival of the 1700s the name “Methodists.”
Wesley and the early Methodists divided these means of grace into two categories. Our colleague, the Rev. Jorge Acevedo
describes them below:
1. Works of Piety
a. Individual Practices – reading, meditating and studying the Scriptures, prayer, fasting, regularly attending
worship, healthy living and sharing our faith with others.
b. Communal Practices – regularly share in the sacraments, Christian conferencing (accountability to one
another, working out our salvation with fear and trembling) and Bible Study.
2. Works of Mercy
a. Individual Practices – doing good works, visiting the sick, visiting those in prison, feeding the hungry, giving
generously to the needs of others.
b. Communal Practices – seeking justice, ending oppression and discrimination (for instance Wesley challenged
Methodists to end slavery), and addressing the needs of the poor.

Troop Committee Chair Karen and Kernel Popcorn
Billy entertain youth during dinner

During awards presentations; Scoutmaster sharing
newest scout’s funny story from camp

Where do you see the people of Grace United Methodist Church living into this essential question that characterizes God’s
Future Story for us?
Where do you see people practicing risk-taking faith – following Jesus closely enough to hear so that they recover/
discover their voice and honor their Lord?
We see it in the retired woman who said to us before a difficult conversation she was about to have: “I really imagined
retiring and going to sit on the beach! And Jesus keeps leading me into these difficult places to offer my voice and
encourage others to follow him.”
(Continued on next page)

Scout parents socializing between dinner and desert

High Merit Badge earner this period with a total of
six completed Merit Badges

Florida Crown Emmaus Community—Walk to Emmaus
Would you like to have your eyes more fully opened to the beauty of God’s love in the
world around you? Would you like to gain a fresh touch of God’s transforming grace? If
your answer to these questions is “yes”, then The Walk to Emmaus spiritual renewal experience is for you.
The Florida Crown Emmaus Community is planning for both men and women’s fall
walks. The men’s walk will be October 4-7, 2018, and the women’s walk will be October
11-14, 2018. If you feel that God is calling you to be a pilgrim on the Emmaus Road or if
you would just like more information about the Walk to Emmaus, please contact Conley
or Becky Weiss. Many members of Grace have participated in the Walk to Emmaus and
can answer your questions and share their experience with you. Attending the Walk to Emmaus has helped many Christians
to rediscover the presence of Christ in their lives, to deepen their faith, and to grow in spiritual maturity. Check it out!!

Busy Fingers
Busy Fingers will resume meeting on the third Thursday of the month, September 20th, 1-3 p.m. in
the Wesley Room. There is ample supply of shawls, lap robes and baby blankets in boxes in the
Wesley Room. If anyone knows of someone who would benefit from one of these, please feel free
to help yourself. There is a folder in the Blessed box where information can be written concerning
the recipient, etc.”.

Next New Member Orientation Class
Sunday, September 16th, 12:15—2 p.m., WR (Lunch is provided). Please let the office know if you would like to attend. You
may also notify of your intent to attend on the registration pad on Sundays.

Dining with Dignity
In July we served 56. Most everyone had seconds, some thirds. Dinner was basic salad - romaine lettuce, tomatoes, &
cucumbers, and a variation on potato soup: had a lot of carrots and bell peppers along with baked potatoes, onions & celery,
milk & parmesan cheese. Also served fresh yeast bread and a cross between chicken and rice and jambalaya - basically onions, celery, bell peppers (I like bell peppers), baked chicken (14 whole chickens), sausage, & tomatoes. Soup and entree
were seasoned similarly with salt, pepper, marjoram, basil, garlic powder, rosemary, sage,& thyme (not much on parsley,
prefer basil). Brownies were served for desert. No problem with patrons or weather. The day was a bit of an adventure as I
teach part time for a college in Indiana: Vincennes University which has a Florida program. Whose graduation was the same
day and they had asked me to sing the National Anthem at it with the program starting at 6:00, so I had to have everything
ready by 5:00 so I could leave to be there for the beginning and then leave to get back to help finish. Fortunately, most of my
group have been helping for years and as long as I have everything ready to serve they can pretty much handle the rest.
August we served 75: 70 at the church and 5 at the parking lot. Toward the end of serving someone said there were two
people in wheelchairs at the parking lot who couldn't make it over. So we plated up a couple and I ran them over to find not
2 but 3 people, 1 in a wheelchair and 2 sitting against the fence. So I gave the 2 girls what I had and told the guy in the wheel
chair I would be back. When I came back with his, the other wheelchair person had returned plus one more. Fortunately I
brought extra just in case; it was like loaves and fishes in reverse. Meal basically the same as last month, chicken & rice
minus the sausage, and vegetable soup instead of potato, although it had quite a bit of potatoes in it. Cobbler was desert.
People seemed to like the bread the most. Didn't have to sing the National Anthem anywhere but had been sick the three
days leading up to dinner. So started the day with very little energy, but felt much better by the end of the day. Nobody was
a problem and everyone very thankful.
Mike Osgood

(Continued from previous page)
We see it in the man whose wife and two kids moved to a St Augustine neighborhood because they believed God had called
them to move there for the purpose of loving their neighbors as Jesus loves them. He said, “We are learning to ask questions like, ‘How do I love without an agenda; How can I be more human and less judging; What is Jesus doing in my neighborhood’?” (What’s more, this family is leading a group dialogue on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. about this work and encouraging others to try it!)
We see it in the parents and children led by Children’s Ministry Directors from Grace and First UMC who prepared and
served root beer floats for St. Johns County Parks Department workers at their office in order to thank them for their good
work making our neighborhood parks so beautiful. The kid’s shirts say it all: “Grace kids . . . We don’t go to Church. We are
the Church.”
We see it in the lives of a retired couple who told us they have included the ministry of Grace Church in their estate plan, so
that when they die and go on to be with the Lord, some of their money will still be used for the Lord’s work on earth. (We’ll
be hosting another planned giving workshop this coming November!)
We see it in the lives of young adults who regularly lead people in singing and praying to God in the praise team at 9:15 a.m.
and choir at 11:00 a.m. One of those young women told the church this summer, “If you had told me that I’d be a summer
youth ministry intern and standing in front of a church leading worship music 3 years ago, I’d have told you that you were
crazy.” It is surprising to realize that God’s dream for you is often so different than the one you had for yourself.
We see it in the cross generational and cross racial gatherings on Tuesdays in July and August for honest dialogue to understand the hollering, fear, sadness and anger happening in our community around race. We are grateful for a church that
would create a space like this for courageous conversation which holds potential for conflict transformation. We believe
this is serving as a model for how God will use us to help our community to have honest and courageous conversation
across all sorts of differences – generational, class, human sexuality, etc.
We see it in the decision of the Church Council at our July meeting to take a step of faith in funding a Youth Ministry Director position that would focus on calling middle and high school students to follow Jesus, developing them as spiritual leaders and sending them out in ministry. This position would fill a gap in leadership needed to support our movement toward
becoming a church for all generations, making disciples of next generations for the transformation of the world.
These things mark the direction that we believe God is moving. These are the kind of beautiful, joyful, life-giving things that
we see happing when we all take this question to heart: “Am I following Jesus closely enough to hear what he is saying to
me so that I may recover (discover) my voice and honor him with my life?”

Youth News
We are currently looking for a full time youth ministry director. Minimum qualifications for this position are a bachelor’s
degree and experience working with youth in a ministry setting. Please see a full job description on our website, www.gracestaugustine.org. If you have questions, please speak with Pastor Carolyn. We are excited about the future
God has for the youth in our community.

Men’s Discipleship Group
A small group of men from Grace UMC are meeting at Maple Street Biscuit Company (right across the street from the
church at 7 a.m. on Monday mornings. It is a time of fellowship to include sharing, prayer , and time in God’s Word. We are
done by 8:15 a.m. You are invited. Bring your Bible, notebook, and something to write with. See you Monday morning…
Pat Cummings

Letter From Our Bishop
An Integrity of Faith and a Clarity of Witness:
Can the U.S. Church Rediscover its Voice and Honor its Lord?*

Ken Carter
8/20/2018

Stephen Ministry Corner:

The Bish-

Extracts from “Stephen Ministers Offer Emotional and Spiritual Support in Times of Trouble”
by Beth Francis of the Naples Daily News.

The summer has been a long one for the church, a parched wilderness in which we have experienced not showers of
blessings but the relentless heat and light shining upon our sins and failures.
+In our United Methodist Church, we continue the slow journey toward a special called General Conference to discern and
debate our impasse over understandings of human sexuality in the church. This impasse creates anxiety about the future,
fuels judgment about others across ideological lines, strains relationships and perpetuates a sense among some of being
excluded and among others of being stereotyped.
+In the Roman Catholic Church, wrenching new discoveries of the abuse of children and youth by the clergy in the U.S. and
other nations has shaken this tradition to its core. Added to this pain is the documented knowledge of these practices by
those in spiritual authority. Many United Methodists in Florida trace their spiritual journeys to beginnings in the Catholic
Church.
+In the seeker-oriented and highly visible Willow Creek Community Church, a decades-long pattern of predatory sexual
behavior by their founder, Bill Hybels, has diminished a legacy of leadership and influence and left a trail of betrayal and
harm. Many Florida United Methodists have invested significantly in learning about the Willow Creek model of ministry. Of
course, this has taken place within the larger #MeToo movement.
+And in one stream of the evangelical church in the U.S., a political alliance with President Donald Trump has been strained
by the government’s seizure and incarceration of immigrant children at our borders and separation from their families and
the President’s affair with a pornographic actress during his third marriage. How U.S. citizens vote for president is a private
matter, although Trump did carry the state of Florida in the 2016 election.
What do these events of the summer teach us?
+We need healthier relationships between clergy and laity; and, yes, we need to resist placing spiritual leaders on a
pedestal. This is true for Popes and Bishops and Mega-Church Pastors. And it is true for anyone who stands in a pulpit and
speaks for God.
+We need clearer lines of authority. Churches do not need leadership structures of five to seven people. The purpose in our
polity of distinct staff-parish and finance committees and boards of trustees is to differentiate these areas of administrative
work and to place the laity in positions of shared oversight with the clergy.
+We need to spend more time in relationships with a few others who will hold us spiritually accountable. This was the
heritage of the band meetings and class meetings in early Methodism. This happens in many of our covenant groups across
the Florida Conference. I wonder if our current climate for life, church and ministry almost requires this practice.
+In a culture that is divided in toxic and severe ways, we need to discover what we share in common within the church and
beyond it. Within the church, we need to refocus on what is our core—to keep the main thing the main thing. The core is in
the Creeds, the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, our General Rules (do no harm, do all the good we
can, stay in love with God), the Great Commission and the Great Commandment. We can often quickly describe how we
differ from other churches and followers of Jesus. Can we invest time in discovering what we share in common with them?
And beyond the church, how can we model the life of Jesus, who is the world’s peace, amongst other religious traditions, in
a secular culture, and across political parties?

(Continued on next page)

“Earth Angels”

Mary Larrabee’s life was a mess. Her marriage had just ended in divorce, she underwent two major surgeries, and then her
grown son was murdered. “As a friend of mine put it, the manure truck just kept backing up and dumping on me,” Larrabee
said. Then she heard about Stephen Ministry at her church. The ministry matches specially trained members of a congregation with people going through a tough time. Larrabee was matched with Stephen Minister Kathy Ames, a fellow member of
North Naples United Methodist Church, and the two met once a week for more than a year.
“She would hold my hand and let me spill out my heart,” Larrabee said of Ames. “I call her my earth angel. She really helped
me through a hard time in my life. She didn’t give me specific advice as much as she just listened to me and validated my
pain.”
If you know of someone who is struggling with a crisis, consider a referral to one of our pastors or Stephen Leaders:
Sue Amole (904-553-8536 samole2013@gmail.com).
Roger Carlson (240-483-7183 revrogerj@yahoo.com)
Marie Russo (804-712-3712 mqrusso71@gmail.com)
Stan Russo (804-243-1814 stanrusso46@gmail.com)

Circle Of Concern
Please pray for: all unspoken prayer requests, Grace United Methodist Church, all branches of Law
Enforcement & First Responders, all Military, and: Phyllis Reed Adzima, Carlos Avilles, Francessca Bellavista, Mark Hunt, Claudia Johns, Haleigh McKee, Jason Harvey Breeze, Marc Anthony Johnston, Eddie Walker, Lori Ward, Curt & Cathy Tucker,
Ann Riley, Jimmy Jones, Robbie Marshall, Janet Preble, Nicole Loprena Ishii, Cindy Nicholson, Fogg Family—5yr old son Drew,
Timothy Brown, Angie Lowe, Connie Long, Diane Dodge, Kym Gilliam Jones, Leilani Savick, Gabriel Gonzalez, Chris Lane,
Amaleigha Shipley, Frank Shipley, Kyle Power, J.B. Hunt, Stan Russo, Linda Beall, Bernadette Fidanza & family, Joe Delfoe &
family, Don Linn, Ron Ralston, Butch & Debbie Selman, Heidi Howard, Gunner Rix & Family, Paula McMillan, Scott Eberly,
Sheila & Bruce Pellicier, Family of Amy Flanegan, Melinda Price, Cindy Amy, Carol King, Leslie Brook, The Campbell Family,
Bruce Partner, Carolyn McFarland, John Zalenski, Robin Corbett, Deborah R. Kemper, Danielle Craig, Jeanette Bassinger-Ishii,
Tanner Carmichael, John Hardtle, Joseph Di Nocco, Janice Gambussner, Barbara Ervin, Caryn Craft, Christiana & Josiah Alkive,
Jennifer (Namie) Allen & children, Jean Pierce, Donna D’Amico, Mary Willis, Family of Irene Boyette
Allegro: Betty Fleming
Bayview: Elaine Frenzke
Bayview—The Pavilion: Elaine Edwards, Carol Sinks
Brookdale: Lovie Fox
Brooks at Bartram Crossing Rehab: Linda Evans
Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans’ Nursing Home: Jim Donnelly
Moultrie Creek Nursing & Rehab Center: Maria Schineller
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger
In The Military: Joel Prevatt, US Air Force, Maj. Will Bermeo, Lt. Christopher Bordino-US Navy, Jacob Bradley,
M Sgt. Kat Brumfield-US Air Force, Brandon Burnette-US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, ISC Ray LeMieux,
SSgt. Miles Massey/USAF-OSI, Brian Riggenbach, MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark Spurling, Jr.,
Jason Strohmetz, Thessalomica Vila-Navy, Tom Wetmore, John Young, Jr., Haley Parks, USAF,
Adam Martinez-US Navy, Officer Candidate
PLEASE NOTE If you have a friend or a loved one in the military, please send in their picture and their rank to be placed on
the bulletin board in the Breezeway Hallway. You may drop off at the Office Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—3 p.m. or mail or email
to office@gracestaugustine.org

SEPTEMBER Birthdays
3rd Eric Noble
4th Riley Dean • Paula Merritt
5th L.C. Cole
6th Fran Lake
8th Brenda Blake • Dale Hensel
9th Jaycie Leibin
10th Carrie Dean
11th Charles Hazen
12th Kalia Chaconas • Dina Taylor
13th Char Bevilacqua • Jill Fuhrman
14th Cindy Amy • Jonathan Crane • Harlan Trofholz
15th Ashley Ray • Terri Thompson
16th Penny Colee
17th Sandra Adelsperger • Carol Vander Wal
19th Miles Minkoff • Linda Mullins • Robert Peter
20th Don Price • Kari Zerrahn
22nd Norma Day • Nancy Watkins
23rd Andrew Santoro
24th Barbara Dennison • June Miles
25th Jonathan Osgood
26th Jerry Broyhill • John Newbold
27th DeEtte Adducie • John Flynt • Steven Kleiber

Letter From Our Bishop Continued...

SEPTEMBER Anniversaries

+The church must acknowledge its complicity in the harm done to women by their spiritual leaders, colleagues and
congregants. We can develop a culture that trusts the voices of women in pulpits, around cabinet tables and in complaint
processes and local church leadership. We can also deepen our reading of the experiences and scholarship of women who
teach us about scripture and tradition, our journey inward towards God and our engagement with the world’s suffering and
injustice.

1st Harry & Marjorie Daugherty
Fred & Jan Ruch
5th John & Jocelyn Flynt
7th Roy & Brenda Blake
10th J.B. & Mary Jane Hunt
26th Walt & Dottie Hardy0

+We believe in separation of church and state but not a “naked public square.” The church is called to help form the conscience of society. We are given spiritual gifts for the common good, and we are called to be a voice for those who have no
advocates or lobbyists to plead on their behalf. Of course, our witness is compromised by our own moral failure and apathy.
Yet, in humility we name the threats to the democracy in which we live, which makes rights possible for those who dream
for safety, education, food and health for their children, just as we do for ours. And, more positively, the church can call and
equip women and men from its own membership who will use the power of political office to serve the most vulnerable in
our society.

If your name is not listed in the birthdays or anniversaries and it should be, please contact Peggy Namie in
the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email
office@gracestaugustine.org . Thank you!

Where is our hope?

SEPTEMBER Altar Flowers
09/02— Roy & Brenda Blake
09/09— available
09/16— available
09/23— available
09/30—Larry Yunker

Altar Flowers
The 2018 Altar Flower sign-up calendar is located in the sanctuary.
Sign-up for the date/s that are meaningful to you.

There is one Lord, Jesus Christ. In obedience to Him we place all other leaders under His name, in the church and in the
nation. We are in need of His forgiveness and grace. We rejoice in His salvation and healing. We are made a part of His body
in baptism and become more like Him through discipleship. God loves the world so much that He sends Jesus into the
world. We cannot escape, abandon or ignore the world. Yes, the church often reflects the sin of the world. Yet, the world is
in need of people whose light shines in the darkest places. Many Methodists across Florida offer this witness in their
everyday lives. In a time of very real discouragement, God is never without the witness of whose lives display the fruit of
the Holy Spirit.
This is the integrity of our faith and the clarity of our witness, even in an anxious and discouraging season. Jesus Christ is
Lord. We are His disciples, His servants, His church. And, when the people of the world see Jesus in the church—in us—they
experience this as good news. And, in response we bear witness, with our lives and with our words, and usually in that order, that we belong to Him, that we depend on Him, that we give any glory or credit for any good we contribute to the
world to Him.
Prayer:

The altar flowers are $30 TOTAL.
Please fill out a form and place it, along with payment, in the offering plate.
Please note on the check the date that you want to place the flowers in the sanctuary. Thank you!

Fourth Sunday Fellowship Time Host/Hostess Needed

O God,
You are our judge and our hope.
In Jesus You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth.

ONLY ONCE a month (4th Sunday) someone is needed to purchase, prepare, and serve the nibbles and drink for the
Fellowship Time in the Fellowship Hall between services and then clean-up. The tables and chairs will already be set up for
you. Please contact Bonnie Brock, our Volunteer Coordinator at 904-436-8733, bbrock6390@gmail.com

Give us a faith that has integrity
and a witness that has clarity,
so that all may know You
and Your love, and the abundant life
You have come to give us,
and that Your will may become a reality on earth, as it is in heaven.

Join Us For A Book Club—Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

You are invited to participate in a book club focused on the resource "Next Door As it is in Heaven." This group is open to all
who have an interest in learning how to better know and love our neighbors/neighborhoods. Through conversation and
sharing, the hope is to find practical ideas for how to make our neighborhoods more livable. The group meets on the 1st and
3rd Sundays at 10:15am in the Fellowship Hall. Text questions and/or interest to Mark and Shawna LeMaire at 904-673-9000
or mdlemaire98@gmail.com

(*Note: I encourage the reading and circulation of this reflection across the Florida Conference in the following settings, as
clergy and lay leaders discern: adult classes, sharing and covenant groups, in sermons and worship services, via email and
social media, in staff-parish relations committees, in church council and leadership team meetings, in conversations about
church and society and the status and role of women, in intercessory prayer groups and in residency in ordained ministry
cohorts. I trust the people of God, laity and clergy, to have the courageous and prayerful conversations that can build up
the body of Christ and broaden the influence of scriptural holiness in our witness.)

Thoughts From Our Lay Leader
Becky Weiss
Dear Grace Friends,

As I write this, the sun is shining brightly and the temperature outside is close to ninety degrees. This is a day which
hardly makes one think of the fall season, but it will be here soon. Students have started back to school already and the
football season will shortly be in full swing.
Last year I read a story about a woman who was annoyed because she was tired of being what is commonly called a
“football widow.” (This is a very similar condition to “golf widow.” Perhaps some of you can relate!) She finally reached
the end of her patience when her husband was planning to go to a football game on their wedding anniversary. She burst
out in frustration to her sports-minded husband, “You would probably miss my funeral to go to a stupid football game!”
Her husband looked at her in shock, horror and utter disbelief and asked, “What makes you think I would schedule your
funeral on the day of a game?” This man was certainly clear about what was important in his life!

Dining With Dignity
The SEPTEMBER Dining with Dignity will be held on Friday, September 21st at 6 p.m.
You are invited to come help do any or all of the following: set-up, prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal. If you are interested, contact Mike Osgood, 904-377-2686, dcs0823@bellsouth.net .

Mark Your Calendars NOW!
Grace UMC’s Annual Night’s of Lights Big Red Christmas Train Ride will be Thursday, December 13th at 7 p.m. (Train leaves
at 7:10 p.m.) The cost will be $11 per adult and $5 per child. A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Sign-up will begin
November 4th. Last day to sign-up and pay will be Sunday, December 9th.

Having lived in Norman, Oklahoma during part of the Barry Switzer era, I can remember many people for whom sports
did become an obsession. (Some of those people may have even been in my own family!) According to the natives,
Christmas came twice every year in Oklahoma. Once at the usual time in December and again when football season
started. In Norman, caring about the football fortunes of the Oklahoma Sooners was a top priority for many people. (Any
Gator, Seminole, Crimson Tide, Bulldog, or Hurricane fans out there??)

Meetings:

The Bible says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness….” (Matthew 6:33 NIV). Another verse from the
Gospel of Matthew puts our sense of priority in perspective. “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.’”(Matthew 22:37-38 NIV). God
has given us freedom to set our own priorities in life and He also has given us much guidance in Scripture about which
priorities are of great value.

ALL meetings at the church are open for anyone to attend. For SPRC meetings, please call the church office in advance.

In this season of your life what is of the utmost importance to you? What gives your life meaning and focus? Our culture
often tells us that power, wealth, fame, and pleasure are to be sought at all costs. Jesus tells us that we should seek first
the kingdom of God. How do we keep God and His kingdom the number one priority in our lives? I would suggest that we
must spend time in God’s presence. There are many demands on our time and attention in the noisy and chaotic modern
world we live in, but we must arrange our schedules so that we include God every day. We remain close to our Heavenly
Father by spending time in prayer not just at a special quiet devotional time but throughout the day. Talk to Him. Allow
your spirit to feel His love and grace surrounding you every moment. Thank Him with a grateful heart. Ask God to fill you
with His Holy Spirit and receive His guidance, comfort, peace, and joy. Read and study God’s Holy Word and search for the
spiritual treasure that are on the pages. We stay close to God by giving Him glory, honor, and praise as we attend worship.
We stay close to God when we love and serve others and when we fellowship with other Christians.
During the Walk to Emmaus, Pilgrims are asked to consider their priorities by considering the following three questions:
What do you think about? How do you spend your money? How do you spend your time? Carefully consider your
answers to these questions.
May the peace, grace, and love of God be with you all,
Becky
P.S. GO SOONERS!!

· Trustees Meeting— September 10th/Monday at 7 p.m. in the Wesley Room
· Finance Committee Meeting— September 11th/Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., Room #4
· Church Council Meeting—will NOT meet in September

Dear Ladies of Grace,
Long time no see!!! I don't know about all of you, but I have missed our gatherings in the Fellowship Hall on the second
Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. How about that for a reminder that the new season of United Methodist Women is about
to get geared up. I hope that everyone has had a great (hot, suffocating, sweaty, hard to breathe) summer with lots of
traveling---(packing, unpacking, delays, cancelled flights, beds that are hard to go to sleep in and people that annoy you) to
places that you have always wanted to see!! That's when some of us realize that home is where the heart is and it's oh so
good to be back there!! Have I hit a nerve yet? Just kidding (sorta), I have done enough traveling to last a lifetime, and I am
glad that I was able to see all those beautiful tropical islands and all of the antiquities in countries far older than ours, but in
the final analysis, St. Augustine is pretty darn hard to beat and these are memories that will remain, especially through the
thousands of pictures, that no one, but me, wants to see---HA! It's actually the people that we share these memories with
that truly matter. Isn't it funny, how we always get back to the people we share our lives with? OK, I am rambling, but
hopefully you ladies can see a point that I am trying to make! I am thrilled that at the end of the day, I can always look forward to seeing the beautiful faces of my friends at Grace Church, on Sunday, on Thursday or any other day of the week.
These are the people that enrich my life on a regular basis.
So, I am looking forward to renewing old friendships as well as many new ones! Come and be with us on Thursday, September 13, at 10 a.m. for an hour and a half of spiritual renewal, food, fun and fellowship. Please Lord, spare us a hurricane this
year and a bit of cool weather would be nice. That's all I have on my bucket list except the prayers I have for each one of you
to feel God's love whenever and wherever you go!!
In His Name and mine, Paula Namie

Helping Campus To City Wesley (CCW)
We are collecting gift cards from Publix, Costco and Walmart for our Campus to City Wesley Ministry! These gift cards will
help the CCW team with their outreach to college students on multiple campuses. The DEADLINE for collecting the gift cards
is Thursday, October 18th.
We will take these with us to the Super Charged Conference on Saturday, October 20th.

Super-Charged Conference Is October 20th
The annual Super Charged Conference will take place on Saturday, October 20th, 9 a.m.—Noon at CrossRoad UMC
10005 Gate Pkwy N, Jacksonville, FL 32246.

Men’s Discipleship Group
A small group of men from Grace UMC are meeting at Maple Street Biscuit Company (right across the street from the church
at 7 a.m. on Monday mornings. It is a time of fellowship to include sharing, prayer , and time in God’s Word. We are done by
8:15 a.m. You are invited. Bring your Bible, notebook, and something to write with. See you Monday morning…
Pat Cummings

Save The Date
Sunday, September 9th is our Annual Mission Fair.
The Mission Fair showcasing the missions of the church as well as some other
church organizations will be held in the Fellowship Hall Sunday, September 9th.
Representatives from each will be on hand after each service to answer
questions. Everyone will have the opportunity to sign up to get involved
anywhere they like.

Reporting For The Month Of JULYMission Offerings:
Mission Trip to Cuba

$

Transportation

$

Youth Mission Trip

$

Rise Against Hunger

$

Florida Conference

$

VBS Mission Project/Panua Mission

$

Habitat for Humanity

$

FL UM Children’s Home

$

Young Life Capernaum

$

CCW

$

45

MUip (Cuba)

$

725

Warren Willis Children’s Camp

$

3,566

St. Francis House

$

1,960

UMVIM

$

Dalit Freedom Network (from GUMM)
CareFest
Disaster Relief

$
$
$

In JULY:
Dining With Dignity served

Office Hours:
Mission For The Month Of SEPTEMBER—
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief non-profit organization that seeks to end global hunger by engaging
local volunteers in the packaging and distribution of food and other life saving aid to people in developing nations. The
organization was formed in 1998, and began its meal packaging program in 2005. The organizational mission is stated as
“To end hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-saving aid to the world's most vulnerable and by creating a global
commitment to mobilize the necessary resources.” It has mobilized over 500,000 volunteers to send more than
224,000,000 meals to 71 countries. Every year Rise Against Hunger reserves 10% of its projected meals to respond to
crisis situations including natural disasters, conflict and famine.

YTD

56

1,677
5,743
275

2,326

1,280

Did You Know You Can Give To Grace
UMC Online Or By Text?
Visit the church website gracestaugustine.org and
click “Give Online.” Or you can text an amount to
904-717-4772 and then follow the instructions to
designate your contribution to the general, capital
or missions budgets. This is one way you can stay
consistent with your commitment to financially
support the ministries of Grace Church.
With online and text giving you can still give even if
you are out of town or on vacation. Thank you!

All GUMC Offices will be CLOSED on Monday, September 3rd in observance of the Labor Day holiday.
The office hours for Grace United Methodist Church are:
Main Office: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8 a.m.—3 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m.—3 p.m./Peggy Namie—Office Administrator
office@gracestaugustine.org
Finance Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m./Nataliya Birmingham—Church Treasurer
finance@gracestaugustine.org

Deadlines For Church Publications:
→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 p.m. THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE
BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:
September 2nd bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, August 29th 2 p.m.
September 9th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, September 5th 2 p.m.
September 16th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, September 12th 2 p.m.
September 23rd bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, September 19th 2 p.m.
September 30th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, September 26th 2 p.m.

Trustees Report for Grace Notes
SEPTEMBER 2018
Submitted by Kreg Kinney, Trustees Chair

God Made It All
& Me

Users of the Wesley Room may have noticed that the temperature is a little warmer than desired. The HVAC unit that services that space, as well as the main restrooms, is on its last legs. We are working with the HVAC contractor to get this unit
replaced with a new, higher-capacity, higher-efficiency unit. This unit will cool the space better and use less electricity
while doing so. We hope to have the new unit installed by the first week of September.
Ron Geyer, an architect from Greenville, SC has offered to lead our church through a Space Utilization Study. Ron has experience guiding churches through this process. He also has family ties to Grace UMC and has donated his service to us.
We are very thankful to Ron for his willingness to help us with this study. The study is necessary to allow us as a Church to
help us set priorities for utilization and improvement of our interior and exterior spaces. Obviously, we have more “need”
than “resources,” so it is our hope that the Space Utilization Study will help us make those decisions and move forward in
an efficient manner. Pastor David is working with Ron to facilitate this study. Along the way we will also be working with a
local (paid) architectural firm to do any necessary design/drawing/estimate work.

Meeting on Wednesdays 5:00-6:30
Join us for our first Grace Kids camp of the year—God Made It All & Me! We
will be talking about our amazing God, the world He created, and our part in it.
Invite a friend to join you and double your fun!
Grace Kids Wednesday Camp is held every Wednesday from 5:00—6:30 for kids age 4 years through 5th grade.
Grace Kids Camp is an active midweek program that allows our kids to learn while deepening their friendships with
each other and with Jesus.

Flagler College was scheduled to discuss the parking lot easement in mid-August. It is unlikely that Flagler College will give
up the easement, but they seemed open to modifications that would be beneficial to both Grace UMC and Flagler College.
We hope to have an indication of their interest in moving forward by early September. We will keep you informed as this
project moves forward.
Although Ancient City Parking, Inc. is entirely separate from Grace UMC, the Trustees want to ensure that we maintain
open communication regarding Grace UMC’s relationship with this tenant. In that spirit, we will regularly provide a brief
ACP update with our monthly report. This month’s update is below:
Our tenant, Ancient City Parking, Inc. has instituted a new cashless payment system for parking. Having a cash-free parking
operation will increase security for attendants and customers (no cash on site). It will also take a load off Grace UMC’s
counters who have graciously volunteered their time to count ACP’s weekly receipts over the past 8 months. ACP is working to make this process as smooth and efficient as possible. Some customers have been concerned over data security
with this new system. ACP keeps no credit card information on file, all payments are processed through a secure, encrypted portal. Customers’ data is as secure with this system as with any other merchant accepting electronic payment. As always, if Church members have any questions regarding ACP or its operations, they may contact Kreg Kinney at
563-543-5833.

Kids Sunday
Classes
We will focus our learning in
September on the twin brothers
Jacob and Esau. We have classes
for all ages during both the 9:15
and the 11:00 services. Come join
us and learn about these brothers
who lived a long, long time ago. Find out if you are like Jacob &
Esau and what lessons you can learn from their story.

Children’s Ministry Weekly Schedule
Sundays—Sunday School at 9:15am &
11:00am,
Unto Others 10:30-11:00
Wednesdays—Kids of Grace 5:00-6:30

Chancel Choir Is Back
Our chancel Choir resumes rehearsals on Wednesday, September 5th at 7 p.m. There are spots available! Please come and
check it out! If you are interested, contact Mike Sanflippo ms07052@aol.com
We WELCOME BACK our Student Singers, Dustin Delgross, Matt Thornton, and are very happy to have Rebekah Herskovitz
join our soprano section. WELCOME Bekah!

Thursdays—Bible Tales for Tots
10:30am—11:30am

Being Salt & Light
In August, the kids met at the Parks & Recreation
Dept. to thank the maintenance workers for their
hard work keeping our parks clean and safe for us to
enjoy. We shook hands,
shared our big smiles, told
each man & woman “Thank
You!” and gave them root
beer floats in hand decorated insulated cups.
It was a great way to end
our summer of Wednesdays
at the Park!

Find Us Online!
Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry page on our
church website. www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children
Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page. www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/

