
Our society is diseased, systemic racism affects its vital organs, criminal jus6ce, educa6on, 

economics, and poli6cs. Each of these systems is vital to a healthy func6oning society. A society whose 

communi6es are stricken with illness cannot func6on healthily. Today, our society is sick. 

In thirty-five years, from 1980 to 2015 the prison popula6on increased fourfold from 500,000 

na6onwide to more than 2.2 million. Although, African American and Hispanic people make up less than 

one-third of the American popula6on, they comprise 56% of the prison popula6on. One eighth of illicit 

drug users are African Americans but account for 29% of drug arrests and one third of those incarcerated 

for drug related convic6ons. Perhaps the harshest sta6s6c is “over the life course, about 1 in every 1,000 

black men can expect to be killed by police” according to a study by The Na6onal Academy of the 

Sciences of the United States.  

More than half of public schools in the United States are racially concentrated, meaning at 75% 

of the student popula6on is composed of one race. Of those non-white schools on average receive 

$2200.00 per student less than the white schools. High school gradua6on rates and standardized test 

scores are lower for African Americans and Hispanics. The advent of segrega6on academies, private 

schools founded by whites to avoid integra6on of public schools, in the late six6es and early seven6es, 

accentuate the differences in many southern states. An ar6cle in Atlan&c Magazine, In Southern Towns, 

'Segrega6on Academies' Are S6ll Going Strong, the differences in facili6es, books, and even internet 

access are detailed. Not surprisingly, the student outcomes mirror those discrepancies. 

Economically, non-white communi6es are underserved as well. One study by McKinsey and Co. 

found that in predominately white communi6es there were 41 banking ins6tu6ons per 100,00 people 

compared to only 27 per 100,00 in non-white communi6es. Many non-whites are forced to use 

expensive banking alterna6ves like check cashing services, payday loans and 6tle loans.  Where banking 

services are available minimum balance requirements to avoid service fees were 28% greater in the non-

white banks. Non-whites were deprived of ins6tu6ons for saving money that could lead to an addi6onal 

$40,000.00 in accumulated wealth over a life6me. The study found that “The white household had a net 



worth of $171,000 while average black and Hispanic households had a median net worth of $17,600 and 

$20,700 respec6vely.”   

Home ownership is disparate amongst the groups with nearly 72% of whites owning their own 

home compared to 42% of non-whites according to a Pew research study. Interest rates are greater for 

the non-white homeowner, nearly one in five have an interest rate of more than 6 percent and only 4% 

of conven6onal mortgage applica6ons was from African Americans just four years ago. 

It is said these grievances should be addressed at the ballot box. But, how do minori6es address 

grievances at the ballot box when their right to vote is suppressed? Many states have enacted Voter ID 

laws requiring a state issued iden6fica6on to vote. Alabama then closed many DMV loca6ons in majority 

non-white communi6es making it difficult to obtain the necessary iden6fica6on. Other state guded the 

number of polling places in minority districts crea6ng confusion and long delays which saw people leave 

because they did not have 6me off work to vote. Penal6es have been levied against voter registra6on 

drives and voter rolls purged only days before an elec6on. Gerrymandering, manipula6ng the 

boundaries of (an electoral cons6tuency) to favor one party or class, has become a problem too. In 

states like Wisconsin and North Carolina congressional districts had been drawn to favor one party, 

making representa6on for minori6es almost impossible. 

In the human body, organ systems are interconnected; failure of one, leads to failure in the 

others. Our society is contaminated with the disease of systemic racism and each of the systems, 

criminal jus6ce, educa6on, economics, and poli6cs is failing leading to failure of the others.  

The prophet Isaiah address this oppression in Isaiah 58:9-10 …”If you do away with the yoke of 

oppression, with the poin&ng finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the 

hungry and sa&sfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night 

will become like the noonday”. 

We sit comfortably in our homes, churches, and gathering places, bathed in privilege, poin6ng 

the finger when protests offend us. Comfor6ng ourselves, by discoun6ng the disease; but vigorously 



condemning the symptoms, we assure ourselves that the loss of life is unfortunate, but the loss of 

property is unjust. As a result, our light is a birthday candle on a moonless night, far too dim to be seen.  


