
 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                     

 “In GOD we trust!” 

                                                                                                          Staff:  
 
                                                                 Revs. David & Carolyn Williamson, Co-Lead Pastors   

               Peggy Namie, Office Administrator   
               Nataliya Birmingham, Church Treasurer  
               Mike Sanflippo, Music Director   
               Barbara Polomsky, Organist 
               Maddy Dittmer, Contemporary Music Leader               
               Martha Yamnitz, Children’s Ministry  Director  
               Cindy Graham, Nursery Attendant Coordinator  
               Austin Davis, Sound Technician  

                                                                 Bob Rusin, Property Maintenance Manager   
                                                                 Barbara McColskey, Deaf Interpreter  

Grace United Methodist Church 
8 Carrera Street 

St. Augustine, FL  32084 

Our Mission Offering for the month of OCTOBER is: 
 

                                                      Campus to City Wesley (CCW) 
                                                  More information included on page in this issue.                                                                                                               

   
     *Please mark your envelope “Mission Offering for the month of OCTOBER” when giving.  

Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are sent out via email unless you request otherwise. 
Printed copies of Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are available at the church  

or via mail (upon request). You may also view the newsletter at gracestaugustine.org.   

      OCTOBER  2018 

Not So Random Thoughts . . . 
from Pastor David  

I don’t know about you but I was  
challenged by the Rev. Dr. Gary Mason 
as he presented during the Community 
Forum on Sept 8 and preached at Grace 
Church on Sept 9 (both of which can be 
viewed at the Grace UMC Facebook 
page}.  Gary said something like, “When 
the eschatological curtain falls on earth, 
and it will, there won’t be Bill Clinton, 
George Bush, Ronald Reagan, Barak 
Obama, Donald Trump or Tony Blair on 
the stage. It will be Jesus.” 
 
This “vision of the end” struck me as the 
particular gift God gives to us for staying 
together in a politically divisive culture.  
Jesus’ table is open to all people. His 
first disciples were all different –
ordinary fisherman trying to get by,  
Jewish nationalist zealots, tax collectors 
who had “sold out” their own people to 
get what they could from Rome. They 
were all there at the table with Jesus. It 
wasn’t doctrine or theological stances 
on Biblical interpretation that brought 
them together. It was Jesus who called 
them all and made room for them at the 
table of grace.  In our differences we are 
all trying to take the grace of Jesus  
seriously, and we trust that if we stay at 
the table together, God has more for us. 
 
The second thing Gary said that struck 
me was in his sermon at 11:00 a.m. 
(they were all slightly different!).  He 
said, “Too many times God’s church is 
being a salt depository when God needs  
 

the church to be a salt dispensary.”  I 
held this challenge together with some-
thing our Bishop Ken Carter said to the 
Church at a recent regional gathering 
(recordings of which can be found at 
flumc.org).  Bishop Carter said, “From 
about the 1950s to the early 2000s, the 
population of the state of Florida grew 
from 1.5 to 16 million people. We  
couldn’t build buildings for our churches 
fast enough to absorb people coming 
from the Midwest and Northeast. But in 
the early 2000s this began to change. 
Just because we opened the doors of 
the church didn’t mean people would 
come.” 
 
Some of you may remember the nation-
al ad campaign for the UMC that came 
out in the 90s and early 2000s.  It was 
“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open 
Doors. The People of the United  
Methodist Church.”  Our Bishop said, 
“This campaign was a nice sentiment, 
but it failed as an ad campaign because 
it was passive.  It assumed people 
would ‘come to us’.”  It assumed the 
church was primarily a salt depository 
for people to come to.  So, this cam-
paign was replaced with one called, 
“Rethink Church.” Interestingly, this 
campaign speaks more to the church’s 
need for conversion than the world 
around us.  We, the church, need to  
rethink our passive, attractional model 
of church, the “come to us” model that 
permeates how we do things. 
 
Our challenge is to reclaim some of our  
tradition that is older than Grace UMC.   
 

We need to reclaim the adventurous,  
risk taking spirit of the early Methodists  
who left the church buildings and met  
people in their neighborhoods with the 
good news of God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
During a recent leadership retreat, the 
Grace Church Council wrestled with this, 
and will continue to do so.  We will be 
exploring ways Jesus is leading us to 
“move into the neighborhood” with 
him, to love people where they are, and 
share God’s grace there. The LeMaire 
family is already doing this in their 
neighborhood, and they have been 
sharing about their experience with a 
group on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. They’ve 
been reading the book “Next Door as it 
is in Heaven.”  In addition to that, your 
church leaders are sending out a 
“search party” along with our friends at 
First UMC to explore something called 
“Dinner Church” which helps people 
think about how to reach new people in 
new places in new ways. Please pray for 
this exploration, and let us know if you 
would like to know more. 
 
Our future story is characterized by risk 
taking faith in following Jesus into the 
world. It is characterized by walking in 
the way of grace and practicing the 
means of grace so that we see next  
generations of disciples being made and 
new leaders rising up for God’s church. 
How are you living into this future  
story? 



OCTOBER Is Pastor Appreciation Month      
 
Plans are in the works to celebrate! 
Please refer to upcoming bulletins for more details on how and when we will honor our pastors.                                                                                                                                                               
  
 

North East District Calendar of Events for OCTOBER 
 
Finance/Trustees Trainings 
We welcome all Finance Committee Team Members and Trustees Committee Team Members to a Finance/Trustees Training. 
This training will involve all aspects of Finance and Trustees. This training will take place on the following dates and locations: 
November 6, 2018 - 7-9 PM @ Lakewood UMC, 6133 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32217 
November 7, 2018 - 7-9 PM @ First UMC, 500 Walnut St, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 
Please sign up to attend. There is no cost to attend, but please register so we can prepare accordingly for the trainings. 
 
Please let me know if you plan to attend so that I can register you or go to https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/
financetrusteesTraining2018 to register. 
 
SPRC Trainings  
The district superintendent will conduct SPRC Trainings, one on November 27, 2018 @ Lake Shore UMC, Jacksonville, 2246 
Blanding Blvd, Jacksonville, FL  32210 & the other on December 13, 2018 @ St. Paul UMC, 8264 Lone Star Road, Jacksonville, 
FL  32211 from 7-9 p.m. Both trainings will take place in the sanctuary. 
 
We ask that all SPRC chairs/committee members attend one of these trainings, especially if they will be new to their position 
in January 2019. As a reminder to you, S/PPRCs ARE NOT authorized to take a vote on whether their pastor should remain or 
moved unless you specifically receive permission from the district superintendent. Your entire team is welcome to 
attend. This training is free to attend, but please register so we can plan for the trainings.  Please let me know if you plan to 
attend so that I can register you or go to https://www.flumc.org/eventdetail/11650326?month=11&year=2018&day=1&display=m to 
register. 

Busy Fingers 

 
Busy Fingers will resume meeting on the third Thursday of the month, October 18th, 1-3 p.m. in the 
Wesley Room. There is ample supply of shawls, lap robes and baby blankets in boxes in the  
Wesley Room.  If  anyone knows of someone who would benefit from one of these,  please feel free 
to help yourself.   There is a folder in the Blessed box where information can be written concerning 
the recipient, etc.”.   

Dining with Dignity 
 
I can not give a count of those served for September due to the fact that the dinner will not take place until 
after the deadline for this newsletter submission. I was able to get a good deal on chicken and boneless pork. I 
was trying to think of a dish that I could make that would combine the two for a tasty meal. I was at a loss for 
what to fix when Robin, my wife, came to the rescue and suggested a variation of Shepherd’s Pie.  I haven’t 

made this in a while. I put potatoes on the bottom with a crust on the top. This is a simple dish to make and serve. I will  
report  next month how this dish was received and how many were served. 
 

I want to thank all those who make Dining with Dignity possible by helping to chop, serve, donate money, and food to  
support this outreach. I am also very appreciative of those that stay to clean-up afterwards. I don’t usually mention  
contributors by name because I thank them in person. However, I am going to make an exception. I would like to thank  
Clinton Severt who donates most of the vegetables that I use from his stand near Oyster Creek. I also want to thank Vicki  
and John Kolbe who donated in honor of her mother, Jean Minotty, who recently passed away. 
 
Mike Osgood 

Men’s Discipleship Group 

A small group of men from Grace UMC are meeting at Maple Street Biscuit Company (right across the street from the 
church at 7 a.m. on Monday mornings. It is a time of fellowship to include sharing, prayer , and time in God’s Word. We are 
done by 8:15 a.m. You are invited. Bring your Bible, notebook, and something to write with. See you Monday morning… 
Pat Cummings  

Youth News 

We are currently looking for a full time youth ministry director. Minimum qualifications for this position are a bachelor’s 
degree and experience working with youth in a ministry setting. Please see a full job description on our web-
site, www.gracestaugustine.org. If you have questions, please speak with Pastor Carolyn. We are excited about the future 
God has for the youth in our community.   

Boy Scout Troop 243 Calendar of Events for the Month of OCTOBER 
 
October 1st/Monday—Troop Meeting 7 p.m. Brusaw Hall 
 
October 8th/Monday—Troop Meeting 7 p.m. Brusaw Hall 
 
October 12th/Friday—October 14th/Sunday— camping at Shands                                     
 
October 15th/Monday—Troop Meeting 7 p.m. Brusaw Hall 
 
October 19th/Friday—October 21st/Sunday—camping at Echokotee 
 
October 22nd/Monday—Troop Meeting 7 p.m. Brusaw Hall 
 
October 29th/Monday—Troop Meeting 7 p.m. Brusaw Hall 

Estate Planning Seminar 

Attorney Sean Kelley will be here on Tuesday, November 13, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. to share his wealth of 
knowledge about Estate Planning.  
Please join us! 

https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/financetrusteesTraining2018
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/financetrusteesTraining2018
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/financetrusteesTraining2018
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake%20Shore%20United%20Methodist%20Church/@30.2783659,-81.7284207,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x3ea583345588166c?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg_4G44u_cAhXQzlMKHR_KDPcQ_BIwCnoECAoQCw
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St.%20Paul%20United%20Methodist%20Church/@30.3370807,-81.5675549,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xe287058ddd3e9a25?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiE1PL94e_cAhXR1lMKHbcAAogQ_BIwDXoECAcQCw
https://www.flumc.org/eventdetail/11650326?month=11&year=2018&day=1&display=m
https://www.flumc.org/eventdetail/11650326?month=11&year=2018&day=1&display=m
http://www.gracestaugustine.org/


Circle Of Concern 
 
Please pray for: all unspoken prayer requests, Grace United Methodist Church, all branches of Law  
Enforcement & First Responders, all Military, Phyllis Reed Adzima, Carlos Avilles, Francessca Bellavista, Mark Hunt, Claudia 
Johns, Haleigh McKee, Jason Harvey Breeze, Marc Anthony Johnston, Eddie Walker, Lori Ward, Curt & Cathy Tucker, Ann Ri-
ley, Jimmy Jones, Robbie Marshall, Janet Preble, Nicole Loprena Ishii, Cindy Nicholson, Fogg Family—5yr old son Drew, Timo-
thy Brown, Angie Lowe, Connie Long, Diane Dodge, Kym Gilliam Jones, Leilani Savick, Gabriel Gonzalez, Kyle Power, J.B. Hunt, 
Stan Russo, Linda Beall, Bernadette Fidanza & family, Joe Delfoe & family, Don Linn, Ron Ralston, Butch & Debbie Selman, 
Gunner Rix & Family, Scott Eberly, Sheila & Bruce Pellicier, Melinda Price, Cindy Amy, Carol King, Leslie Brook, The Campbell 
Family, Carolyn McFarland, John Zalenski, Robin Corbett, Danielle Craig, Tanner Carmichael, John Hardtle, Joseph Di Nocco, 
Janice Gambussner, Christiana & Josiah Alkive, Jennifer (Namie) Allen & children, Jean Pierce, Donna D’Amico,  
Derek Thompson, Vicki Kolb & Family of Jean Elizabeth Garton Minotty, Debra Gibson, Roger Carlson, 
Ryan Brooks & Family, Jeanie Steward, Kathy & Mike Parker, Betty & Russ Hardman, Vicki & Van Astin  
 

 
Allegro: Betty Fleming 
Bayview: Elaine Frenzke 
Bayview—The Pavilion: Elaine Edwards, Bruce Partner, Carol Sinks  
Brookdale: Lovie Fox 
Brooks at  Bartram Crossing Rehab: Linda Evans                             
Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans’ Nursing Home: Jim Donnelly    
Moultrie Creek Nursing & Rehab Center: Maria Schineller 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger 
 
In The Military: Joel Prevatt, US Air Force, Maj. Will Bermeo, Lt. Christopher Bordino-US Navy, Jacob Bradley,  
M Sgt. Kat Brumfield-US Air Force, Brandon Burnette-US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, ISC Ray LeMieux,  
SSgt. Miles Massey/USAF-OSI, Brian Riggenbach, MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark Spurling, Jr.,  
Jason Strohmetz, Thessalomica Vila-Navy, Tom Wetmore, John Young, Jr., Haley Parks, USAF,  
Adam Martinez-US Navy, Officer Candidate 
 
PLEASE NOTE If you have a friend or a loved one in the military, please send in their picture and their rank to be placed on 
the bulletin board in the Breezeway Hallway. You may drop off at the Office Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—3 p.m. or mail or email 
to office@gracestaugustine.org 
 

Stewardship Happenings: 
 
Join us for worship in October when our sermon series will be “Legacy”. 
We will be exploring what kind of legacy God calls us to leave.  On October 28  each member of 
Grace is asked to turn in their commitment of giving pledge for 2019. There will also be a 
brunch that day following the 9:15 and 11 am services to thank our members for all their  
prayers, gifts, and service to Grace.  
 
Looking Ahead: November 4 is All Saints Sunday when the church remembers those saints of 
the church that have gone before us, both of the Church universal and of our local  
congregation. On this Sunday we are asking you to consider making a special one time offering 
in memory of a loved one that will help carry on their legacy. 

Music for a 
Sunday Afternoon 

 

A potpourri program 
presented by 

 

Friends of Grace UMC 

Barb Polomsky, Shannon McKay,  

Ray McDonald, organ 

Michael Clark, Kathleen VandeBerg,  
piano 

Kandie Smith, Stephanie Masterson,  

Kerry Fradley, Noah Peacock, vocalists 

Susan McGee, French horn 

Joe Jamerson, trumpet 

and the Grace UMC Chancel Choir 

Grace United  

Methodist Church 

                8 Carrera Street 

   St. Augustine, FL 32084 

Sunday Oct 28 
3:00 pm 

Free-will Offering  
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If your name is not listed in the birthdays or anniver-
saries and it should be, please contact Peggy Namie in 
the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email 
office@gracestaugustine.org . Thank you! 

OCTOBER Birthdays 

 
1st Sterling Colee • Ruth Corbett 
6th Barbara Ervin • Kerrigan Golz 
7th George Splane 
8th Bekah Herskovitz 
9th Louise Brown • Trish Gilliam • Bonnie Lindgren-Holland   
       Betsy Simpson 
10th Ben Herskovitz • Bob Dennison 
11th Sara Marlow 
13th Louise Bowman 
15th Sharyn Holley 
17th Jim McMillan • Dan Kingston 
18th Connie Sarnowski 
19th Diane Howell • Bob Mercer 
20th Madelyn Howard • Henry Whetstone 
21st Morris Mezin 
23rd Yvonne Mullins • Michael E. Osgood 
25th Mildred Thomas   
26th Kacey Delany 

OCTOBER Anniversaries 

 
2nd Ray & Judy Storey 
3rd Claude & Pat Caviness 
6th Dale & Mary Lou Hensel 
8th Rich & Char Bevilacqua 
10th Hugh & Fran Lake 
17th Conley & Becky Weiss 
26th Jerry & Maggie Broyhill 
27th Harlan & Shirley Trofholz 

Altar Flowers  
 

The 2018 Altar Flower sign-up calendar is located in the sanctuary. 
Sign-up for the date/s that are meaningful to you. 
The altar flowers are $30 TOTAL.  
Please fill out a form and place it, along with payment, in the offering plate. 
Please note on the check the date that you want to place the flowers in the sanctuary. Thank you! 

OCTOBER Altar Flowers 
 
10/07—Louise Bowman 
10/14—Paula Merritt 
10/21—Mildred Thomas 
10/28—Bob & Janet Rusin 

Check Signers Needed 

Check signers are needed. All that is required of you is to come in once a week on Thursdays at 1 p.m. to sign checks. If you 
are available and interested, please contact  
Pam Noble gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or  
Nataliya Birmingham finance@gracestaugustine.org 

Join Us For A Book Club—Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month 

You are invited to participate in  a book club focused on the resource "Next Door As it is in Heaven."  This group is open to all 
who have an interest in learning how to better know and love our neighbors/neighborhoods. Through conversation and  
sharing, the hope is to find practical ideas for how to make our neighborhoods more livable.  The group meets on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays at 10:15am in the Fellowship Hall.  Text questions and/or interest to Mark and Shawna LeMaire at 904-673-9000 
or mdlemaire98@gmail.com 
 

Stephen Ministry Corner:             
 

On August 30, I underwent cataract surgery on my left eye, followed by a second cataract surgery on my right eye on  
September 6. In the many months leading up to this pair of surgeries, I had looked increasingly forward to this event,  
although the prospect of having my eyes “cut on” didn’t thrill me much. But the growing excitement had everything to do 
with eventually seeing more clearly. After surgery I would, hopefully, be able to read a book or sing a choir anthem without 
closing one eye to get a clearer focus. I would be able to look to the back of a room to actually see faces or down the road 
to see car headlights approaching at night without halos around them. The world around me would now be more in focus! 
 
Seeking clarity of vision is also what Stephen Ministry is all about. From time to time, we all could use a little help seeing the 
world around us more clearly. Whether it’s working through a challenge or problem or finding a new direction following the 
death of a loved one or working through the ending of a cherished relationship or getting clearer about a new career path 
(or countless other situations in life where clarity and finding a new direction is necessary), one of Grace Church’s Stephen 
Ministers is there to listen to, travel with, and help make the way ahead in life clearer and easier to navigate. 
 
Following cataract surgery on my left eye, things around me began to take on new clarity; and I was excited to have the  
other eye seeing just as clearly. Even though the second surgery itself went well, I developed a complication in that eye that 
left my vision blurrier than ever before. I was reminded of the old joke, where the patient in the eye doctor’s chair is asked 
to read the letters on the chart on the wall. “What chart?” came the response! That’s the way I was as my vision out of the 
right eye rapidly “went south.” I could not see the electronic chart on the wall; I could not see the number of fingers the 
technician held up about two feet away from me. “Well, Mr. Carlson, this happens in 1 cataract patient in 5,000.” So as of 
this writing, I head back in to surgery next Monday to take care of that “bump in the road.” 
 
And that brings me back to Stephen Ministry. Just as I’ve needed a retina specialist as well as a cataract specialist to help 
me gain clearer vision for the future, we all at times could use a “listening specialist,” a companion, a guide, a specialist in 
the art of non-judgmental presence in those moments in life that calls for greater clarity in seeing the way forward in the 
stuff that makes up life. Stephen Ministers are there for you in these kinds of ways. And they are there for those you care 
about as well! 
 
We’re beginning to develop plans for a new training class for those men and women within our congregation who feel 
called to become Stephen Ministers. This 50-hour class will most likely begin in the January/February 2019 time frame. 
You’ll be hearing much more about the start-up of this training opportunity in the days ahead. Please prayerfully consider 
whether God may be calling you to such an exciting and vibrant ministry as this! 
 
Meanwhile, to express interest in the class or to seek help for yourself or a loved one or friend through Stephen Ministry, 
please contact one of the Stephen Leaders on our team. And – as usual – obtain permission from those you’re considering 
before making a referral. 
 
May you be blessed this Fall season with God’s presence and guidance, and may you see more clearly than ever what lies 
ahead for you and yours in this beautiful world God gives us! 
 
Roger 
 

Sue Amole (904-553-8536), Roger Carlson (240-483-7183), Marie Russo (804-712-3712), & Stan Russo (804-243-1814) 
 
 

mailto:mdlemaire98@gmail.com


Thoughts From Our Lay Leader  
 Becky Weiss 

 Hello, Grace Church Friends, 
 
Recently, I spent a week “retreating.”  I use the word retreat in the sense of being with a group which with-
draws for a time of prayer, meditation, and study.  Actually, in the space of three days, I attended two 

different retreats as a part of two different organizations.  Both gatherings were a time of fellowship, quiet, study, and shar-
ing.  I would like to convey some thoughts from those time of “retreating.” 
 
     First, consider the following Bible verses. 
 
    “Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?”  Matthew 6:27 (NIV) 
 
    “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled and do not be afraid.”  John 14:27 (NIV) 
 
     Do you ever worry?  Sometimes when we consider the confusion and chaos of the world today, it seems that there is 
plenty to worry about.   Personal situations involving ourselves, our family, or our friends can also bring about stress and 
negative emotions. When worry overwhelms us, how do we find peace?  How can we turn feelings of uneasiness, anxiety, 
or fear into calm, positive thoughts and appropriate action? 
 
      One particular phrase which was mentioned at one of the retreats was “Stop worrying and start wondering.”   The 
group that I was with explored what this phrase might mean in a hospital setting, but it struck me that it can be appropriate 
in many life situations.  Last month, Pastor David wrote a letter to the congregation which addressed the direction of Grace 
Church (God’s Church).  He wrote that some members of the congregation were experiencing anxiety over some things con-
cerning the church.  I think the phrase “stop worrying and start wondering” might be applied to those concerns.   
 
     The worry – “We don’t seem to be growing.”   I wonder how I can be effective in telling people about the saving love of 
Jesus?  I wonder how I can reach beyond the walls of the church building to include new people in our fellowship? 
 
     The worry - “Are we going to have enough money?”  I wonder how I can help Grace to stay on a solid financial founda-
tion?  I wonder how I can support the work of stewardship? 
 
     The worry - “We seem to be forgetting about the young people.”  I wonder how I can support the youth program and 
work to achieve the vision of being a church for all generations? 
 
     The worry – “We seem to be ignoring the retirees and the long-time members of Grace.”  I wonder how I can make sure 
that the older members of Grace continue to feel loved and needed? 
 
     The worry – “What if the church splits over the issue of human sexuality?”  I wonder how I can contribute to the peace 
and unity of the church in spite of disagreements?  I wonder how I can listen with empathy and love? 
 
     Let worry turn your heart to our Heavenly Father.  Let worry turn your mind and spirit to the words of Jesus.  Let worry 
turn you to prayer. Let worry turn you to positive action with determination and confidence. 
 
     My prayer for Grace Church is that our great and mighty God will hold us steady and keep us focused on His vision for 
this congregation.  I pray that we would march into the future with courage and risk-taking faith.  We know that Jesus 
reaches across barriers and toward hearts.  May He show us what barriers we need to cross.  May He give us the victory 
over worry and anxiety and surround us with songs of deliverance! 
 
     My message for us today is “stop worrying and start wondering.” 
Becky 

Dining With Dignity 
 
The OCTOBER Dining with Dignity will be held on Friday, October 19th  at 6 p.m. 
You are invited to come help do any or all of the following: set-up, prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal. If you are in-
terested, contact Mike Osgood, 904-377-2686, dcs0823@bellsouth.net .   

Mark Your Calendars NOW! 
 
Grace UMC’s Annual Night’s of Lights Big Red Christmas Train Ride will be Thursday, December 13th at 7 p.m. (Train leaves 
at 7:10 p.m.) The cost will be $11 per adult and $5 per child. A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Sign-up will begin  
November 4th. Last day to sign-up and pay will be Sunday, December 9th. 
 
 

Meetings In OCTOBER 
     
     · Trustees Meeting— 8th/Monday at 7 p.m. in the Wesley Room 
     · Finance Committee Meeting— 16th/Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., Room #4 
     · PEFC Meeting—23rd/Tuesday 3 p.m., Room #4 
     · Church Council Meeting—23rd/Tuesday at 6:30 p.m., Wesley Room    
ALL meetings at the church are open for anyone to attend.  For SPRC meetings, please call the 
church office in advance. 

Dear Ladies of Grace, 
 

Hopefully, this letter is finding all of you in good health and good spirits! The long, hot summer is officially past but the heat 
and threat of bad storms is still with us. Please pray for all of the folks in the Carolinas and beyond who are going through 
terrible flooding and loss of power! We certainly know how that feels around here. Nature can be cruel but in those cases, 
we have opportunities to come to the aid of others. When I see evidence of power trucks lined up, ready to roll out, it makes 
me know that help is on the way.  
 
This past week on Thursday the 13th, The Grace United Methodist Women gathered for the beginning of another season of 
fellowship and ways to be involved in the activities if our church. Karen Bradley, our president, opened the meeting with our 
purpose statement. Minutes and the treasures report were given and then we got into the "good stuff". The Mission of the 
Month is Rise Against Hunger and we voted to give them 100 dollars. We also voted to give Cameron Cummings 100 dollars 
for her mission in China. She is a former Flagler student and member of our church along with her parents-Mary and Pat.  
 
In October, we are planning a Coffee/Tea affair in lieu of our regular meeting, on Saturday morning October 13th from 10am 
to 11:30am. We are hoping for a good turnout for women who work or are otherwise involved to come out and see what 
UMW is all about and perhaps find a way to join with us on the second Thursday of each month in the Fellowship Hall at 10 
am. This Coffee/Tea is a " come and go" so plan to drop in and say hello. We would love to see you! Big Bonus-Barbara, our 
wonderful organist will be playing and perhaps a few songs will be sung-FUN? 
 
WE are already planning our Christmas luncheon at the Reef restaurant in Vilano and I am sure that  
all of you want to be included in that-- RIGHT? So come on along and see what is going on with some 
of the women of the church. We promise to "Love on you"!  
Blessings to all, In His Name and mine, Paula Namie  

mailto:dcs823@bellsouth.net


Reporting For The Month Of AUGUST- 
 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 
         

        Dalit Freedom Network (from GUMM)     $               
        Disaster Relief                                                $         
                                                  
In AUGUST: 
    Dining With Dignity served : 

                          75 
 
 

Mission Offerings: YTD 

    Spring of Life Cuba     $       1,677 

    Transportation     $           

    Youth Mission Trip     $       5,743 

    Rise Against Hunger     $          690     

    Florida Conference     $          275       

    VBS Mission Project/Panua Mission     $        

    Habitat for Humanity     $           

    FL UM Children’s Home     $      2,652 

    Young Life Capernaum     $        

    CCW                                         $            45 

    Warren Willis Children’s Camp     $      3,616 

    St. Francis House     $      1,960  

    UMVIM     $          

    CareFest                                                               $       1,280   

Office Hours:    
                                  The office hours for Grace United Methodist Church are:  
           Main Office: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8 a.m.—3 p.m.  
                              Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m.—3 p.m./Peggy Namie—Office Administrator 
                                                           office@gracestaugustine.org 
       Finance Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m./Nataliya Birmingham—Church Treasurer 

                                                                                    finance@gracestaugustine.org 
                                       

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 p.m. THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
        BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:     
            October 7th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, October 3rd  2 p.m.                                     
            October 14th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, October 10th 2 p.m. 
            October 21st bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, October 17th 2 p.m.       
            October 28th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, October 24th 2 p.m. 
            November 4th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, October 31st 2 p.m.             
    

 →Newsletter Submissions FOR THE NOVEMBER  ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES ARE DUE BY 2 p.m. Friday, October 19th 
NO LATE SUBMISSIONS ACCEPTED!  

Did You Know You Can Give To Grace 
UMC Online Or By Text? 
 
Visit the church website gracestaugustine.org and 
click “Give Online.”  Or you can text an amount to 
904-717-4772 and then follow the instructions to 
designate your contribution to the general, capital 
or missions budgets. This is one way you can stay 
consistent with your commitment to financially 
support the ministries of Grace Church. 
 
With online and text giving you can still give even if 
you are out of town or on vacation. Thank you! 

Helping Campus To City Wesley (CCW) 
 
We are collecting gift cards from Publix, Costco and Walmart for our Campus to City Wesley Ministry! These gift cards will 
help the CCW team with their outreach to college students on multiple campuses. The DEADLINE for collecting the gift cards 
is Thursday, October 18th. 
We will take these with us to the Super Charged Conference on Saturday, October 20th. 

 
 

Super-Charged Conference Is October 20th 
 
The annual Super Charged Conference will take place on Saturday, October 20th, 
9 a.m.—Noon at CrossRoad UMC 
10005 Gate Pkwy N, Jacksonville, FL 32246.  

Men’s Discipleship Group 

A small group of men from Grace UMC are meeting at Maple Street Biscuit Company (right across the street from the church 
at 7 a.m. on Monday mornings. It is a time of fellowship to include sharing, prayer , and time in God’s Word. We are done by 
8:15 a.m. You are invited. Bring your Bible, notebook, and something to write with. See you Monday morning… 
Pat Cummings  

Mission For The Month Of OCTOBER—Campus To City Wesley 
 
  

Campus to City Wesley Foundation is the United Methodist  multi-campus 
ministry in Jacksonville, St. Augustine and the surrounding area. Our vision 
to establish a presence on every campus in the Northeast Florida  
region. We want to raise up a new generation of young adults who will live 
out the restorative vision of the reign of God in every area of life and 
throughout the world. We desire to fulfill the ancient words of Isaiah 61, 
specifically verse 4: They shall rebuild the ancient ruins; they shall raise up 
the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the  
devastations of many generations.  

                                                                                              

                     

Thank you! 
 
We give thanks for the St. Johns County School District Exceptional  
Student Education Group that came to our church to set-up for Dining 
with Dignity on Friday, September 21, 2018! 
They will be doing this each month for us. 
We greatly appreciate their helping with this! 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Being Salt & Light 
In September, the kids were the salt & light to several 
groups.  We made these amazing clothespin magnets 
using all our creative abilities.  They will be sent to 
church members that needed a little dose of love.   
We also made cheerful cards for a sweet 6-year old 
granddaughter of a 
church member.  
When we found out  
that she was stuck in 
the hospital for her 
birthday, we just had 
to do something!  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Meeting on Wednesdays 5:00-6:30 

Join us for our newest Grace Kids camp—God Has a Plan for YOU!  God made each one 

of us special and has a unique plan for us, a purpose.  To live out that plan, we have to 

trust God, realize our special gifts, know that we are not the same as others, be ready 

for speedbumps and training along the way, and we have to learn to hear God.                                    

Grace Kids Wednesday Camp is held every Wednesday  from 5:00—6:30 for kids age 4 

years through 5th grade.  Grace Kids Camp is an active midweek program that allows our kids to learn while deep-

ening their friendships with each other and with Jesus.    

Kids Sunday  
Classes 

 
We will focus our  learning in October 
on Jacob and his story in the Bible.  We 
have classes for all ages during both the 
9:15 and the 11:00 services.  Come join 
us and learn about Jacob who lived a 
long, long time ago.  Find out why God 
changed his name, if you have anything 

in common with Jacob, and what lessons you can learn from his 
story to help you today. 

Children’s Ministry Weekly 

Schedule 

Sundays—Sunday School at   
     9:15am&11:00am,   
      Unto Others 10:30-11:00 
Wednesdays—Kids of Grace 5:00-6:30  
 
Thursdays—Bible Tales for Tots   
     10:30am—11:30am 

Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry 
page on our church website.  www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children 
 
Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our  
Children’s Ministry Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

                                Find Us Online! 

Trustees Report for Grace Notes 
OCTOBER 2018 
Submitted by Kreg Kinney, Trustees Chair 
 
 
Hurricane season is not behind us yet, but our long-term hurricane preparations are almost complete. We have raised all 
of our HVAC units above a reasonable flood level and we have also moved all of our electrical panels above the same flood 
level. In addition, the sanctuary doors have been repaired to ensure that the doors stay securely closed in high wind  
conditions. Our church’s physical structure is as ready as it could reasonably be to withstand hurricanes and flooding now 
and in future years. The last step of our hurricane preparedness is preparing a Hurricane Preparation plan to guide us 
through the numerous steps that must be taken immediately preceding a major storm. We have received guidance from 
the Conference and will be using that guidance as a launching point in the development of this plan. 
For anyone meeting in the Wesley Room, you will note that the air conditioning is now cooling the space properly. The old, 
undersized unit was on its last legs. A new, more efficient, higher capacity unit was installed in its place. We can now be 
confident that groups meeting in the Wesley Room will be comfortable, no matter what the season. 
Good news comes from Flagler College regarding the sidewalk through our parking lot. The strip of land through the center 
of our parking lot is Flagler College’s responsibility. This includes the sidewalk which they consider a driveway. Grace UMC 
has been negotiating with Flagler College to find a solution to this problem. Flagler has agreed to a reconfiguration of the 
easement through our parking lot which will eliminate use of this strip of land as a driveway. Once this is finalized, they will 
remove the concrete and replace it with grass, mulch, and other vegetation. This should transform an unsightly and  
dangerous stretch of concrete into a beautiful and safe centerpiece for the parking lot. We don’t have a timeline yet, but 
expect the time to be measured in months rather than years. 

Christmas Cantata Rehearsals begin Wednesday, October 10th—You Are Invited! 

The Grace Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals for the annual Christmas Cantata on Wednesday, October 10th at 7 p.m. If 
you would like to sing the Cantata with the choir, we’d love to have you join us. Rehearsals will be weekly for about an 
hour. There will be a dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 1st in the morning, and we will present the cantata on Sun-
day, December 2nd at the 11:00 a.m. service. Hope you will join us to celebrate The Glory of Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are very happy to have Zakiya Greene join our alto section. WELCOME Zakiya! 
 
 
 
 

God Has a Plan for YOU!! 



      
  
 
      

      

 
 
     

     
 2019 Florida Conference Women’s Retreat 

  

Retreat weekend Schedule: 
Friday: 
3:00 p.m. Registration and check-in begins 
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Dinner 
7:30 p.m. Welcome & General Session 
 
Saturday: 
7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. Breakfast 
8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Morning Devotion 
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. General Session 
12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Lunch 
1:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. Enrichments 
5:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. Dinner 
7:30 p.m. General Session 
 
Sunday: 
7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. Breakfast 
8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Morning Devotion 
9:00 a.m. General Session 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 
 
Register early to get your preferred weekend. Registration opens on 1 November  2018.  
Commemorative T-Shirts will be available for purchase at the time of your online registration. 
 
Retreat Cost: 
LEC cost is $190.00 (per person, based on Double occupancy, including all meals plus snacks) 
Commuter w/meals is $145.00 
Commuter w/no meals is $95 
 
You must register online, 
http://www.flumc.org/floridaconferencewomensretreats. 
 
It’ll be wonderful to see you there! 
If you have any questions, please check the website or contact: 
Jennifer McCullough 
4991 Picciola Road 
Fruitland Park, FL 34731 
Email: jmccullough@flumc.org 
Phone: 352-787-4345 

Grace United Methodist Sisters & Friends: 
Contact Luann Peck, 727-631-2281 (m) missanniepeck@gmail.com or Peggy Namie, 904-829-8272 
office@gracestaugustine.org if you are interested in attending either weekend. After we have a better idea of how many 
are interested and which is the preferred weekend (of course, you can attend either one or both), we will have a meeting to 
pass along more information. Please respond with your intentions as soon as possible so that we can plan accordingly. 
Thank you!  
 

SAVE THE DATES   

 

 2019 Florida Conference Women’s Retreat 

 

For a short time, step away from everything. Spend a quiet and glorious time celebrating Christ, with your sisters. 
Please prayerfully consider joining us in 2019 for a glorious weekend, a time to pull away from your daily responsibilities 
and truly relax in the peace and beauty of the Life Enrichment Center. Be inspired by the assembly of leader providing 
spiritual guidance, and experience the very presence of the Lord. You will join like-minded women and surely strengthen 
your relationship with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
There are two sessions from which to choose. While each session is similar, each has very different speakers who will set 
distinctive vibes for the weekend. If you can’t decide, attend more than one! The theme for 2019 is “…got Joy?” 
The Old Testament verse is Psalm 5:11 NLT “But all who take refuge in your rejoice; let them sing joyful praises forever. 
Spread your protection over them, that all who love your name may be filled with joy.” 
The New Testament key verse is James 1:2-3 NLT “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to 
grow." 

 
Weekend 1 is February 8th – 10th, 2019                                     
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Emily Knight                           
Bible Study Leader: Rev. Rachel Hughes                          
Music Leaders: Cindy & Casey Cleveland & Family 
Devotions: Sierra Clarke and Kim Fisackerly 
Enrichments: Rev. Jackie Leveron, Rev. Valerie Goddard, Marilyn King, Margie Anderson,  
    Kimberly Jones, Roxie Haas                
 

Weekend 2 is March 8th – 10th, 2019                                     
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Lisa Stamp                           
Bible Study Leader: Rev. Sara McKinley                          
Music Leader: Sue Sommer 
Devotions: Tabatha Parish and Gladyanne Hood 
Enrichments: Rev. Tamara Isidore, Karen Taylor, Rev. Mary Ashcraft, Margie Anderson,  
    Kathy DeLozier,  Maureen Corristan 
     
Registration begins November 1, 2018.  In the meantime, pray about this journey.  Pray about whom the Lord may be 
prompting you to invite, then step out in faith and extend the invite.  Every one of all ages is welcome; those who know 
the Lord and those who do not.  This time of fellowship is precious.  This time allows us to get lost within the comfort of 
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