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GRACE NOTES  
Our Mission Offering For The Month Of  May— 

 
Every year the Florida United Methodist Conference of churches joins together in one offering gathered from all 
the churches. This combined offering is a way to make a significance difference in fulfilling the mission of the 
church to “Make disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world”. Each year the offering changes with di-
rection given by the Bishop. This year’s Conference Offering will support the Bishop John Yambasu Scholarship at 
Africa University in Peace, Leadership and Governance and Gammon Theological Seminary, in honor of their new 
president-dean, Rev. Dr. Candace M. Lewis. Bishop Yambasu was was the bishop of Sierra Leone and the chancel-
lor of Africa University, a United Methodist University dedicated to education, teaching, research, community ser-
vice and leader development. Bishop Yambasu was killed in a car accident last year and this scholarship will help 
carry on his ministry. Dr. Candace Lewis has pastored churches in the Florida Conference and most recently 
served as District Superintendent of the Gulf Central District. Dr. Lewis will be the first female president of Gam-
mon, a historically African-American seminary in Atlanta.  

 

The Greatest Adventure: Saying Yes to Jesus. 

 
We each took turns sharing what we experienced as the heart of our church during our last Church Council 
meeting. Here is a little summary of what came up in our conversation. 
 

At our heart we face the challenge of becoming a church across cultural differences of age, gender, ability, race, 
class, and sexual orientation. This brings up all sorts of feelings ranging from fearful to peaceful, sad to joyful and 
mad to powerful. And even if we have never really known a church like this, we know this to be the heart of God 
revealed in Jesus who came to save us from our sin - save us from the distance in our relationship with God and 
one another. The Apostle Paul described this to the Corinthians as “the ministry of reconciliation” - the essential 
ministry of Jesus and the ministry of the church. 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
 

Our heart was opened to new ways of being the church over the last year. Our heart of love for God and one  
another inspired us to learn how to be the church without a building. We didn’t know how to do that before 
March 15, 2020! We learned that we could worship online and in-person. We learned that we could stay  
connected to one another by reaching out with phone calls, emails, zoom meetings and meetings outside  
buildings. We learned how to make financial contributions without “offering plates” on Sunday morning. We 
learned that God’s grace is everywhere, certainly not confined to Carrera and Cordova Streets. We were  
reminded that we are the body of Christ, and the Church is wherever we are. 1Corinthians 12:27. 
 

Our heart is revealed through our stewardship of God’s story to “do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with 
God.” It is humbling and inspiring to recognize that the larger community we live in is receiving healing resources 
from United Methodist followers of Jesus in St Augustine. Through mercy ministry: cold night shelter, feeding 
people, grief/crisis support (Stephen Ministry, Pastor Discretionary Funds, little flock callers, prayer), group and 
organic relationship support. Through justice ministry: teaching and practicing a framework for building beloved 
community, dismantling racism and becoming antiracist. Community Conversation, Building Beloved Community, 
First Forward Conversations, Missing Voices Project, Support for City leaders, School teachers, sheriff department 
and other churches wanting to be multicultural change agents. 
 

What is most interesting is the way this last year of multiple pandemics - COVID, economic, racial reckoning - has 
revealed the heart of our church. This has revealed both our courageous faith and our desire to “get back to  
normal." This should not be that surprising as we consider the way the heart of God’s people was revealed most 
powerfully in the liminal space of the wilderness after God had liberated them from Egypt (Exodus). In the  
wilderness, God’s people both learned to trust God to hold them together, be in relationship with them without a 
building and had to come to terms with their desire to go back to Egypt where they were slaves but at least they 
knew where their next meal was coming from. Indeed, it is the wilderness times that are historically the most 
formative for the heart of God’s people. 
 

We, like the historic people of God, are still invited into the greatest adventure of saying yes to Jesus who we  
believe continues the work of gathering up all things to himself and making all things new. Ephesians 1:10; Isaiah 
43:18-19; 2Corinthians 5:17. 

 
 



Stewardship Message 

Grace is now set up with AmazonSmile! 
 
AmazonSmile, the charitable arm of Amazon, will make a donation to Grace when you order from Amazon! Follow 
the instructions below and sign up today so that a portion your purchases can be donated to Grace. 
 
What is AmazonSmile? 
 
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no 
cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in the  
Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that  
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. You can 
choose from over one million organizations to support. 
 
What is the AmazonSmile Charity Lists program? 
 
AmazonSmile Charity Lists is a meaningful and easy way for you to shop and donate items directly to charities in 
need. Simply find the charities you'd like to support, add items from their lists to your cart, and check out – it's that 
easy. To learn more, visit smile.amazon.com/charitylists or tap Charity Lists on the "Programs & Features" menu in 
the Amazon Shopping app on your mobile phone. Search for “Grace St Augustine”. 
 
How do I shop with AmazonSmile? 
 
To use AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser or activate AmazonSmile in the Amazon 
Shopping app on your iOS or Android phone within the Settings or Programs & Features menu. On your web  
browser, you can add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping 
with AmazonSmile. 
 
How do I activate AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app? 
 
AmazonSmile is available for Amazon customers with the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app on their  
mobile phone, including Android devices with version 7.0+ or iOS devices with version 12+. To activate  
AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app, simply tap on “AmazonSmile” within the Programs & Features menu or 
Settings and follow the on-screen instructions. 
 
Do I need to renew AmazonSmile? 
 
AmazonSmile renewals happen twice a year to help keep AmazonSmile on mobile app. AmazonSmile will notify you 
of these renewals via push notifications and through in-app notifications. If you miss a renewal you can reactivate at 
any time by repeating the steps to “turn on” AmazonSmile on your mobile device. There is no renewal period for 
browser shopping on AmazonSmile, which you can use anytime by typing ‘smile.amazon.com’ into your browser. 
 
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 
 
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked 
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and 
subscription renewals are not currently eligible. 
 
                                                                                                                                                              (continued  on next  page) 

Stephen Ministry 
 
Stephen Ministry: Where We’ve Been, Where We’re Going: Lookout!” 

The seeds of Stephen Ministry at Grace UMC began at a Fall 2014 “get-acquainted” gathering of 
members and friends at the parsonage of our newly appointed pastors, David and Carolyn Williamson. During our 
conversation, where our pastors’ young daughter Julia sat quietly (I recall her being rather introverted in those days) 
in the dining room shadows and their little dog made the rounds greeting one of several clusters who would be 
getting to know our new pastoral family that Fall, someone brought up Stephen Ministry when the subject of need-
ing a stronger lay visitation surfaced. The conversation quickly turned to other topics that night, but God nudged me 
to begin mulling over Stephen Ministry as a possibility for Grace Church based on my positive experiences as both 
United Methodist pastor and trained Stephen Leader beginning in 1990 and running throughout the rest of my min-
istry until I retired in 2013. 

After some further conversation in early 2015 with Pastor David as well as Lark James and Becky Weiss – active lay 
persons at Grace with a heart for visitation ministry – I made an initial presentation to what was then known as the 
Council on Ministries (today the Church Council) to introduce the concept of Stephen Ministry. From there five folks 
from Grace – Jack and Sue Amole, Stan and Marie Russo, and Pastor David – attended an introductory workshop 
hosted by the Stephen Ministry organization based in St. Louis – and returned excited about bringing Stephen Minis-
try to Grace Church. We were off and running from there. COM endorsed the concept, sent a recommendation for 
start-up funding to the Administrative Board (forerunner of the Church Council), and five of us attended the one 
week Leader Training Course (LTC) in Orlando – the Amole’s, Russo’s, and myself for a “refresher” course – after all, 
it had been twenty-six years since my first LTC! After a year of Stephen Leader preparation, our first 50-hour training 
class for Stephen Ministers took place starting in January, 2017. 

In 2019 a second class of Stephen Ministers were trained, and we’re beginning to make plans to offer a third class in 
the near future. All in all, fourteen Stephen Ministers and six Stephen Leaders have been commissioned, and many 
persons have received care through this vital ministry. Following at least a two-year commitment, eleven SM’s and 2 
SL’s have moved on to other ministries. Presently, our team has three SM’s and four SL’s. As we begin to see light at 
the end of the tunnel for the pandemic, now is the time to once again grow this vital ministry. And you as God’s In-
struments at Grace UMC, are needed for this to happen! 

Stephen Ministry calls those persons within a Stephen Ministry enrolled congregation “Lookouts.” Just as lifeguards 
down on the beach sit up on lifeguard stands to look out over the waters to make sure those in the water stay safe, 
folks within the congregation look out over those who delve into the waters of daily life as a Christian to make sure 
they have the care they need to live life to the fullest. Lookouts within the congregation are the eyes, ears, and 
hearts of those in Christ who watch out for fellow Christians who may be in over their heads with life issues – or just 
a bit off-balance as they walk along life’s shoreline. 

Lookouts provide the life-blood of Stephen Ministry. And in the next few weeks through Sunday worship bulletin 
inserts (emailed on Saturday), we’ll be exploring more about who 

lookouts are in our congregation, what lookouts look for on and off the shores of life, and how lookouts help folks in 
need get in touch with our Grace Stephen Ministry team. 

If you feel you or someone you know may be in need of the care of a Stephen Minister, please don’t hesitate to con-
tact Stephen Leaders Marie Russo (804-712-3712), Marva Warmington (314-602-9438), or me (240-483-7183). 

Have a blessed week in Christ! 

Roger Carlson – for the Stephen Leadership Team 



Prayers For and From Our Congregation 
 
Names remain listed here for 30 days. After which time, they are then included in "Unspoken Names." 
 
For cities, towns and communities as stay at home orders are lifted and businesses slowly re-open. 
We pray for the Unspoken Names, for our Church, for First Responders, for Law Enforcement, and for our Military 
 

Those who work in healthcare 
Those laid off/businesses closed 
Those vulnerable to COVID-19 because of pre-existing conditions 
Those who are lonely due to COVID-19 isolating in hospitals, nursing  homes, older adults at home, those who are in 
    prison, and those who live in areas where physical distancing is not possible. 
Those fighting COVID-19: 
    Jean Hardtle (wife of Erik and daughter-in-law of John and Terry Hardtle) admitted to the hospital with COVID-19 
    Jean and Erik have two daughters and they live in North Carolina. 
     
Individual Prayer Needs . . . 
Ben Gambino (former member) hospitalized for complications from recent heart valve surgery 
Fred Ruch at home under Hospice Care 
Tom Howell 
Jerry Deyloff to undergo surgery on May 5th to replace a pacemaker 
Joe Robier (Roger & Cyndy Carlson’s friend’s father) hospitalized with a serious case of COVID pneumonia 
Kerry Lilly to undergo open heart surgery 
Richard Gibson recovering from pneumonia 
Family of Billy Langford/lived in Kentucky (uncle of Lori King) who died unexpectedly on April 13th 
Larry Lake submitted - Prayers of gratitude to God for how grace has inspired the courage and long-suffering 
    diligence of so many frontline healthcare workers, nurses, doctors, therapists, CNA’s, cleaning staff, food 
    preparers, maintenance workers, managers, office workers, and so many others. Praise to the living God 
    and the power of the resurrection!! 
Gail Bonfante whose mother died recently 
Mary Cummings whose cousin died recently 
Pat Cummings recovering from hip replacement surgery 
Family of Martha White-Warren who died on March 31st 
Rosemary Nupp fractured vertebra 
Family of Larry Robinson (Hazel Robinson’s husband) died recently 
Marcia Urtiaga 
Anthony Gomez (grandson of Vee Markel) incarcerated 
 

Bayview: Rose Ponder 
Brookdale: Lovie Fox 
Moultrie Creek Nursing and Rehab Center: Maria Schineller 
Silver Creek: Betty Fleming 
The Ponce: Elaine Hanni 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger 
At home: Stan  Russo • Wanda Qualman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Access—Passcode will change in July     

Primary access into the building will be via keypad passcode. 
 
Prior to receiving the code, you will need to have had a background check and have undergone the      
recent Child/Youth Protection Policy Training (CYPP Training is a yearly requirement).. 
 

Code access will be granted only to those that Pastor David or Pastor Carolyn  grant on a  case-by-case 
basis. 
 

Contact Peggy Namie in the office office@gracestaugustine,org or 904-829-8272, if you need the code. 

 

(continued  from previous page) 
 
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
 
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 
registry, and other account settings are also the same. 
 
How do I select a charitable organization to support with AmazonSmile? 
 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations 
from your future eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Search for “Grace St Augustine”. We will remember your selected 
charity whenever you shop at smile.amazon.com or with AmazonSmile activated in the Amazon Shopping app, and 
then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation for your selected charity.  
AmazonSmile will occasionally contact you about donation amounts disbursed to your chosen charity or about the 
program. 
 
How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 
 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The 
purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling,  
gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time promotions that 
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional donations to charitable 
organizations. Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant promotion for complete details. 
 



Youth Activities for May                                                     
 

YOUTH meet on Wednesdays:  
    May 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th from 5 pm—6:15 pm 
They meet in-person in the Youth Room upstairs. 

Birthdays In The Month Of May 
1st Vickie Ray 
4th Kim Conlee 
7th Maria Schineller • Josh Valdes 
8th Carrie Marie Fowler • Bob Jarrard • Jennifer Rice 
11th Terri Hardtle 
15th Lucas Kleiber • Bob Rusin 
16th Linda Hawver 
17th Bill Amy  
19th Jennifer Earnshaw • Debra Gibson • Richard Gibson 
23rd Jacob Erb 
24th Kelly DeVivo • Jim Hiebert • Larry Yunker 
27th Claude Caviness • Sarita Speros 
26th Andres Odoi 
28th Corey Colee 
30th Cole Harris 
31st Norma Newland 

Anniversaries In The Month Of May 

1st Roger & Cyndy Carlson • Art & Eileen Holden 
14th Steve & Lark James 
15th Andrew & Kristina Santoro 
16th Bob & Janet Rusin 
20th David & Carolyn Williamson 
22nd Stan & Marie Russo 
27th Daniel & Linda Hawver 

If your name is not listed in the “Birthdays” or  
“Anniversaries” and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone  
904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org . 
Thank you! 

Altar Flowers for May 
 
May 2nd—Karen Bradley 
May 9th—Bernie & Peggy Namie 
May 16th—Karen Bradley 
May 23rd—Stan & Marie Russo 
May 30th—Available to sign up for 
 
Altar flowers are $30 Total for the two arrangements. 
 
The Altar Flower Calendar is now located in the Office. 
You may call the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy at 
office@gracestaugustine.org to sign up for providing 

GUMC Main Office Hours                                                                                                 
 

The Main Office/Peggy Namie continues to be open from 8 am—4 pm, Monday—Friday. 
If you are in need of anything, please give her a call 904-829-8272/office or email her at 
office@gracestaugustine.org  

 
All GUMC Offices will be closed on Monday, May 31st  
in observance of Memorial Day. 

 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

 

→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
     EMAIL DATE THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
          May 1st  Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, April 28th 
          May 8th Email - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, May 5th 
          May 15th Email - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, May 12th  
          May 22nd Email  - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, May 19th 
          May 29th Email  - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, May 26th 
 
→Newsletter Submissions:  
         For June 2021 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES—Thursday, 20th 2 pm 
                                                 THANK YOU FOR YOUR OBSERVANCE OF THESE DEADLINES! 



Groups and Committee Meetings In May 
 
SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting via Zoom on Sundays at 9:15 am 
    https://zoom.us/j/806127553 
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,806127553# 
 

BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY—Meeting via Zoom on Sundays at 10 am 
    https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 935 7254 3694 
    Password: 015098 
    One tap mobile 16468769923,,93572543694#,,#,015098# 
    
BISCUIT BOYZ - Men’s Group—Meeting via Zoom on Mondays at 9 am 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83795795360?pwd=YTI4VEpZNWITM2w5QzZKRIdRTzJ0Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 837 9579 5360 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 
 

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS—Meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays at 12:00 - 1:15 pm 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96076302991?pwd=eTIMNExGKzFKc2YwUDITV0UvUkVQUT09 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    Passcode: 254042 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,96076302991#,,,,,,0#,,254042# 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE—Meeting via Zoom on Thursday, May 13th at 4 pm 
    https://zoom.us/j/96189493639?pwd=dWJjazdUT1A3RIFSaVdtVTM1akhnQT09     
    Meeting ID: 961 8949 3639 
    Password: 037236 
    One tap mobile   +19292056099,,96189493639#,,#,037236# 
 

WOMEN’S VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY WITH LEIGH YOUNG on Thursdays at 10 am 
    Contact Anne Bishop at annebshp@gmal.com for details or go to https://www.youtube.com/c/leighyoung  
 

DINING WITH DIGNITY—meal served outside at 6 pm on Friday, May 21st (3rd Friday of the month) 
    For more information, contact Mike Osgood (904– 377-4706) 
 

Committee Meetings In May   

   •  Trustees Meeting— Monday, May  10th at 5:30 pm  in-person, FH 
   •  Finance Committee Meeting— Thursday,  May 13th at 4 pm  via Zoom                           
   •  Church Council—Friday, May 21st at  6:30 pm  - 
       at the home of Pat & Mary Cummings, 605 Sun Down Circle, 32080 
 

As always, your attendance/participation is greatly appreciated in your support of the inner workings  of 

GUMC! 

Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry page on 
our church website.  www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children 
 
Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our Children’s 
Ministry Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

   Find Us Online! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our sisters & brothers in Christ for their prayers, cards, and concern over the 
past few weeks. 
I am doing much better! 
 
Thank you, Eileen & Art Holden 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, it is true! We will be holding a VBS 

this summer—HUGE thanks to Shores 

United Methodist Church for allowing us 

to partner with them.  Shores UMC has a 

large outdoor space which will allow us 

to set up tents for the different stations.  

We will be working together to hold an 

outdoor Vacation Bible School the week 

of June 21st-25th. 9:00-12:00. 

We will need volunteers and we will 

need donations of supplies and such, so 

keep an eye out for notices and sign-ups 

coming soon. We plan to limit the num-

ber of children to 50 so make sure you 

sign your kids up as soon as you get an email notification from Martha. You can contact Martha at 904-501-9043 or              

marthayamnitz@gmail.com if you have any questions or are ready to volunteer! 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

We will continue to create video lessons for our 
families to access online through our church web-
site, children’s Facebook page, and by email. During 
the month of May, we  will be learning about the 
prophet Jonah and 
his ride in the belly 
of a whale. Enjoy 
learning  
together families! 

 

 

 

It is planning time for summer already parents!  For all 

our children and youth that have completed 3rd grade 

through high school, you are eligible to go to Warren 

Willis Summer Camp. We plan to attend the week of 

July 5th.  You can’t beat a week away from home, 

spending time with other kids, learning about God 

while having a ton of fun and making new friends.   The 

registration process is all done online, but right now, it 

is most important for all those that are interested in 

attending camp to get a scholarship form from Martha.  

 

VBS is a Go! 

Summer Camp 

https://zoom.us/j/806127553
tel:+19292056099,,806127553%23
tel:+19292056099,,96076302991%23
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Sunday May 23rd 

Pentecost & Music Festival Sunday 

 

ONE SERVICE at 10 am 
 

Join us for a service filled with  

music and singing! 
 

Make a Joyful noise to the Lord! 

~Psalm 100 
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