
                                                                                                          Staff:  
 
               Revs. David & Carolyn Williamson, Co-Lead Pastors   
               Peggy Namie, Office Administrator   
               Nataliya Birmingham, Church Treasurer  
               Mike Sanflippo, Music Director   
               Barbara Polomsky, Organist & Contemporary Worship Music Director            
               Martha Yamnitz, Children’s Ministry  Director  
               Meredith Holmes, Youth Director 
               Cindy Graham, Nursery Attendant Coordinator 
               Jeff Stevens, Property Maintenance Manager   
               Barbara McColskey, Deaf Interpreter @ 9am Worship Service 

                                                              

Our Mission Offering For The Month Of MAY Is: Disaster Relief Fund 
                                         
The finance team has been working to bring together past relief funds under one “Disaster Relief Fund”. In the past, funds 
have been given mostly for hurricane relief. We used those funds to directly help in those situations but each of these funds 
has a little money left in them. We are going to pull those funds together into a “Disaster Relief Fund” moving forward. 
There will be a small group that will give oversight to the fund and policy to how it is used. 
 
Right now, the fund can be used for food, rent and utility assistance. Please contact the church office if you have a need or 
know someone that has a need locally.  Your giving will go directly to helping people in times such as these.       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please mark your envelope “Mission Offering for MAY” when giving.  

Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are sent out via email unless you request otherwise. 
Printed copies of Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are available at the church  

or via mail (upon request). You may also view the newsletter at gracestaugustine.org.   

       MAY  2020 

Monthly Newsletter for Grace United Methodist Church  

    A Church for all generations, making disciples of next 
       generations for the transformation of the world.    

GRACE NOTES  

What Is Happening with Sunday Worship Services? 
 

During the month of May our weekly worship service will be live streamed every Sunday at 11:00 am on the Church website 
www.gracestaugustine.org and on the Church Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/graceumcstaugustine The worship 
service recording will be available for you to watch any time after that on the church website. 
 

You can count on us live streaming our Sunday worship service at 11:00 am on our website and the church Facebook page 
from now on. 
 

We understand that it may be quite some time before COVID-19 has a vaccine which would make it truly safe for us to gather 
in person for worship like we used to. Until we get more clarity about the safest way for us to hold in-person gatherings, we 
will be offering online worship gatherings every Sunday at 11:00 am on the church website and the church Facebook Page. 
 

If you do not have access to the church website to see the live stream on Sunday or the recording afterward, please contact 
the church office so that we can discuss options for you to receive a DVD recording of the worship service. We want every one 
of you in our congregation to be able to see the weekly worship services. This is a vital part of our life together. 

On Sundays in May our Online Worship Series will be “Time for a Good Shepherd” based on Psalm 23. 
 

The image of God as a good and faithful shepherd is powerful for us who may be feeling especially “sheepish” in this day and 
time. Many older adults in our congregation can attest to the power of having the words of Psalm 23 take up residence in their 
heart and mind. 
 

Our prayer is that this series would inspire new generations of people to embrace and live into the promises of Psalm 23. 
 

In addition to the Sunday Online Worship gatherings you can receive a weekly reflection and prayer email that will go out each 
Sunday afternoon. You can register to receive those emails by contacting the Church office or going to the church website. 
 

In each email, you will be invited to spend a little more time during the week with the words of Psalm 23. There will be  
references to the Sunday Online Worship message, creative ideas to help these powerful words take up residence in your 
heart, and stories about the impact these ancient words have had on people across generations. 
 
April 26 “Time for Everything I Need” 
May 3 “Time for Ancient Paths in Uncertain Times” 
May 10 “Time for Facing the Darkest Valley Without Fear” (Mother’s Day) 
May 17 “Time for The Table of Reconciliation” 
May 24 “Time for Belonging to God” (Memorial Day) 



SPRC Announcement About Pastoral Appointments for July 2020– July 2021 

Hello! My name is Marva Warmington. I am chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee and have an announcement for you 
today. 

Most of you are probably aware that in the United Methodist Church, pastors are considered itinerant. This means they are 
willing to go serve wherever the Bishop decides to send them. They are not hired directly by the local church as in some other 
denominations. After a great deal of consideration by the Bishop and his cabinet, clergy appointments are made annually, and 
those decisions are announced in late April. It is my pleasure and joy to announce today that Pastors David and Carolyn will be 
staying at Grace at least for the upcoming year. 

I hope you all are as appreciative and excited as I am at how Grace has grown and matured under the pastoral leadership of 
Carolyn and David. We are blessed and fortunate at Grace to have pastors who are available and open, that lead an effective, 
cohesive and dedicated staff, and oversee many valuable ministries. 

I want to take this opportunity to also encourage each of you to regularly let our pastors and the church staff know they are 
appreciated. Please send a personal note through email or text to the pastors, individual staff members, or the staff as a team 
and tell them how you are blessed by them. Let’s let them know they are appreciated and that we are delighted to have them 
with us at least another year. 
 

On Being Reappointed To Grace UMC 
Pastors David And Carolyn Williamson 
  
Pastor Carolyn:  We are excited to be reappointed to Grace for another year. We have a wonderful congregation and staff that 
works together and supports one another so well. We have a great leadership team in the church. We feel supported by you all 
and feel your enthusiasm for the vision of the church and doing the work of God. 
  
Pastor David: Grace Church has so many strengths! It is a joy to be a pastor of a church like Grace. I affirm all Carolyn has said 
about our wonderful staff, leadership team, and congregation. And this landscape that we find ourselves in now is scary. It 
brings up sadness and loss over what is going on. And at the same time we are a church who lives up to our name. Grace  
United Methodist Church knows that God’s grace goes before us. We are a church with many gifts to help our community 
know that God is with them in this. Carolyn and I are both excited about this and feel like we do have strengths to lead a 
church across generations and other differences. We are super excited about this next year and the adventure that it holds for 
our church together. We are grateful for our reappointment and the affirmation that you have given to us! 
 
 

Stephen Ministry Corner 
 

“Faith isn’t a feeling. It’s a choice to trust God even when the road ahead seems uncertain.” Dave Willis 

All Stephen Ministers at Grace hope and pray that you, your loved ones, and the people you care for are healthy and safe. 

This COVID-19 pandemic has impacted everyone—raising the level of fear, stress, and anxiety for people all over the world and 
underscoring the importance of caring. Social distancing has made it even more difficult for people who have lost loved ones, 
for those who are ill or suffering, and for workers serving on the frontlines of this crisis. We remain uncertain of how life will 
change as we proceed to live into a new normal. However, in reality, life is, and always has been uncertain. Our only true  
security is in Christ. 
 
Here are some scriptures for meditation that relate to uncertainty in life: 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope. Jeremiah 29:11 

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. Psalm 32:8 

Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always continue in the fear of the LORD. Surely there is a future, and your hope will not 
be cut off. Proverbs 23:17-18 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. Isaiah 43:2 

Please…if you are in need of someone to journey with you through this uncertain season, know that Stephen Ministers are 
available. “Meetings” will be under social distancing guidelines that both parties agree upon and are comfortable with, and/or 
through phone and electronic means. We encourage you to stay safe and take the appropriate precautions. We also invite you 
to join us in praying for all those affected. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

You may confidentially contact a Stephen Ministry Leader: 
Sue Amole (904-553-8536), Marva Warmington (314-602-9438), Jack Amole (904-553-5355), Marie Russo (804-712-3712), or 
Roger Carlson (240-483-7183). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All GUMC Offices Closed EXCEPT Main Office 
 
The Main Church Office will remain open on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8 am—4 pm. 
If you are in need of anything, please give me a call 904-829-8272/office or email me at office@gracestaugustine.org  
I will be working from home on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Any calls that come in to the office phone on Tuesdays and Thursdays, leave a message and I will return your call within the 
hour. I will be monitoring calls/messages from home. 
Continue to trust in the Lord, be patient, and stay safe!                                               
Prayers continue to be lifted for all! 
Take care and God bless! Peggy Namie, Office Administrator 
Office CLOSED on Monday, May 25th in observance of Memorial Day 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

 
→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
        BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
            May 3rd bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday,  April 29th 
            May 10th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, May 6th 

            May 17th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, May 13th 
            May 24th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, May 20th   
            May 31st bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, May 27th 
            June 7th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday June 3rd 
→Newsletter Submissions 
         FOR THE JUNE 2020 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES -  
             submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm  on Wednesday, May 20th                     



Birthdays In The Month Of May 
 
1st Vickie Ray 
4th Kim Conlee  
7th Maria Schineller · Josh Valdes 
8th  Carrie Marie Fowler · Bob Jarrard · Jennifer Rice 
11th Terri Hardtle 
15th Lucas Kleiber · Bob Rusin 
16th Linda Hawver  
17th Bill Amy · Kippy Kingston 
19th Jennifer Earnshaw · Debra Gibson · Richard Gibson 
 

 
 
 
23rd Jacob Erb 
24th Kelly DeVivo · Jim Hiebert · Larry Yunker 
25th Mary Lou Brusaw 
27th Claude Caviness · Sarita Speros  
26th Andres Odoi 
28th Corey Colee  
30th Cole Harris  
31st Norma Newland 
 

Prayers For And With The People of Grace UMC 
 

Please pray for: all unspoken prayer requests, Grace United Methodist Church, all branches of Law  
Enforcement & First Responders, all Military, all unspoken names,   
Those who work in healthcare: Brett Huether • Valerie Johnson • Tom & Linda Ringwood’s daughter-in-laws •  
Heather Kirk, Josh Kirk’s daughter in Cleveland and his aunt in Texas • Vickie Ray’s daughter, Ashley • 
Debra and Richard Gibson’s daughter, Ashely • John & Jocelyn Flynt’s daughter • Katie Brennan’s mom, Susan • Barbara 
Ervins daughter, Colleen Murphy and grand-daughter Lindsay Amador 
• Those laid off/businesses closed: Ellen Dewsbury • Lacey Skinner •Adam Conry •Ben Namie • 
    Chris Namie • Paul Namie 
• Those vulnerable to COVID19 because of pre-existing conditions. 
•Those who are lonely due to COVI-19 isolating in hospitals, nursing homes, and older adults at home. 
•Those fighting COVID-19 – Alyssa • Jessie • Hannah • Rich, Pat Biroc’s brother 
•Celebrating the birth of Tenley Scott Wenzell, grand-daughter of Rich and Char Bevilacqua 
  Celebrating the ways the stay-at-home order is an opportunity for people to be with their families as well as   
    explore, practice, and grow in faith together. 
•Individual Prayer Needs: 
Family of Pat Ray -  passed away on April 23, 2020. Prayers for her husband, Claude Caviness 
Stan Russo 
Fred Ruch – Progressive Muscular Atrophy Disease 
Rev. Cameron Lashbrook undergoing chemo and radiation for brain cancer 
DuWayne Krueger—at home recovering from surgery 
Stephanie Stutz – recovering at Bayview 
Ruth Partner – at home recovering from stroke 
Heather and Kacey Delany 
Jeannie Boyle – at home on Hospice Care  
Family of Tom Price - passed away. Prayers for his wife, Becki 
Pete Clark and his wife, Glenda. Pete is on Hospice Care. 
Ellen and her husband, Steve. Ellen is on Hospice Care/Alzheimer’s and Pancreatic cancer 
Michael Smith • Marshall Germany • Lori Barnhart • Walden Schmidt • Cindy Amy • Herschel Falconbury • Clay Campbell •  
Healing and health for all • Bartlett Family for healing and forgiveness • Wendy Johnson 
Bonnie Altman's daughter-in-law 
Jack Amole's son, Scott (surgery) 
Art Butler's Aunt & Uncle - COVID-19 
Jennifer Namie Allen  
John Flynt—at home recovering from surgery 
Caroline Rohan (niece of the Amy’s) - 34 y. o. gave birth on the 14th and then under went brain surgery 
Ellen Dewsbury is to undergo kidney stone surgery 
Kerry Fradley’s sister, Maril in rehab 
Nancy Watkin’s aunt, Alvena Newport, 97 y.o. fell, broke her hip, and made it through surgery 
Jaxon Dane Taylor as he continues chemotherapy for cancer 
Robin Hamman asks for prayers for all of the Grace staff for strength and guidance during this time of uncertainty 
Allegro: Betty Fleming 
Bayview: Rose Ponder 
Bayview—The Pavilion: Elaine Edwards                                                  
Brookdale: Lovie Fox 
Brooks at  Bartram Crossing Rehab: Wanda Qualman                             
Moultrie Creek Nursing & Rehab Center: Maria Schineller 
The Ponce: Natalie Barnard,  Mary Lou Brusaw, Elaine Hanni 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger 
In The Military: Lcpl Ian Kleiber, USMC, Maj. Will Bermeo, Lt. Christopher Bordino-US Navy, Jacob Bradley,  
M Sgt. Kat Brumfield-US Air Force, Brandon Burnette-US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, ISC Ray LeMieux, SSgt. 
Miles Massey/USAF-OSI, Brian Riggenbach, MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark Spurling, Jr., Jason 
Strohmetz, Thessalomica Vila-Navy, Tom Wetmore, John Young, Jr., Haley Parks St. Johns, USAF, Adam Martinez-US Navy, 
Brian Sousa, Ashley St. Johns, USAF, Pvt. Andre “Lucas” Pittman, US Army 
 

 
Ways To Continue Your Giving To Support Grace Church’s Ministry And Missions: 
 

 Bill Pay - Most banks and credit unions allow you to set up Electronic Bill Payments at no cost to you or Grace.  By setting   

       up "bill pay" your check is automatically mailed to the church. What is a Bank Draft? 

•    On-Line - Give online using the secure Grace website,  www.gracestaugustine.org.  You can check the "recurring" box and 

use the drop down menu to select monthly or quarterly so that your gift is made automatically for you.  Choose from these 
options: 

    ○ Checking account.  A bank draft commonly called an “auto draft” is an authorization used to allow your bank to send a 
       donation from your checking account to the church. This works the same way as when you have your utility bills or car 
       payment paid directly from your bank account. The cost of a draft to the church is very low compared to other forms of 
       electronic giving such as debit and credit cards.  
    ○ Credit card or debit card.  This works the same way as when you have your utility bills or car payment paid directly from 
        your debit or credit card account.  

 Text - Give using your phone by texting.  Text-to Give at 904-717-4772 and follow the prompts. 

 Charitable Trust - If you make your gifts to Grace utilizing a Donor Advised Fund, such as those available at Fidelity  
       Charitable, Schwab Charitable and Vanguard Charitable, please consider accelerating your annual gifts.  

 Check - For those of you who like to write a check and make your offering during regular church services, please consider 
       writing your check while you watch the weekly service on Facebook Live or the church website.  You can then mail your 
       check to Grace UMC 8 Carrera Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084 after the service. 
 
We are grateful your faithful giving to help Grace Church continue to be a vital witness to God’s grace in our city. If you have 
any questions or would like assistance with setting up electronic bill pay or making a contribution using the church website, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to Pam Noble, Grace Financial Secretary at gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or  
440-429-1107, or myself at rich.bevilacqua@gmail.com 

Anniversaries In The Month Of May 

 
1st Roger & Cindy Carlson · Art & Eileen Holden 
14th Steve & Lark James 
15th Andrew & Kristina Santoro 
16th Bob & Janet Rusin 
20th Dave & Carolyn Williamson 
22nd Stan & Marie Russo 
27th Daniel & Linda Hawver 
 

If your name is not listed in the birthdays or  
anniversaries and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone 904-829-8272  
or email office@gracestaugustine.org . Thank you! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gracestaugustine.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7bcae09fcd4c4903fefc08d7d7f037b6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637215299337365906&sdata=R9y8FWQg43HSwHb3zok2MsMjHZ%2FONN1YeUwIEmnvdQI


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry page on our 

church website.  www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children 

Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our Children’s Minis-

try Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

Find Us Online! 

Community Groups and Committee Meetings In May 
 
Each Committee/Group will be in touch with their members to advise of meetings.  
Staff Meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays at 10 am 
Finance Committee Meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, May 19th at 1:30 pm 
Church Council Meeting via Zoom on Thursday, May 21st at 6:30 pm 
Youth meeting via Zoom on Wednesdays: May 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th from 5 pm—6 pm. 
Dining With Dignity will be serving dinner outside at the church on Friday, May 15th at 6 pm. 
    For more information, contact Mike Osgood, 904-377-4706.   
Women of Grace NOT MEETING UNTIL THE FALL 
  I ask each of you to pray for the members of our group, as well as our pastors, church employees, and church members. The   
  next Dining with Dignity meal will be on May 15th. I have sent out an email to each of you. If you have not responded to the  
  email, I would appreciate a response.  
  Please be safe and stay well. See you…sometime in the future! Mildred Thomas 
Busy Fingers NOT MEETING AT THE CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
  Busy Fingers members will be working from home. If you know of someone that is ill or needs comforting, feel free to take a  
  Prayer Shawl from the Wesley Room.  Please leave a note with your name and date and who is receiving it.  
  Contact Vee Markel budvee@bellsouth.net  
Bible Tales For Tots NOT MEETING AT THE CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  
  Contact Jessica Kroeger at mrsjkroeger@gmail.com or 904-540-6183 for more information. 
Biscuit Boyz NOT MEETING UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Chancel Choir NOT MEETING AT THE CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
  Contact Mike Sanflippo at music@gracestaugustine.org  
 
Bible in a Year 2020 - Sundays at 10:00 am 
https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 935 7254 3694 
Password: 015098 
One tap mobile +16468769923,93572543694#,#,015098# 
 
Seekers Sunday school Class - Sundays at 9:15 am 
https://zoom.us/j/806127553 
Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
One tap mobile +19292056099,806127553# 
  
Community Conversations - Tuesdays at 12:00 - 1:15 pm 
https://zoom.us/j/96076302991 
Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
One tap mobile +19292056099,96076302991# 
  
Centering Prayer Gathering - Thursday at 12:00 - 12:30 pm 
This is an opportunity to find support for practicing Centering Prayer - a way of praying that focuses more on being than doing, 
breathing than talking, listening than thinking.  This way of praying is particularly helpful to self-regulate anxiety, sadness and 
anger. The group is facilitated by Mike Nilon and is open to all people. Here is the Zoom link to click on at 12:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day. https://zoom.us/j/898595456 
  
Women's Bible Study on Wednesdays at 10:00 am  
This Bible Study series, “Back to the Basics,” will focus on the fundamentals of our faith, unchanging truths in changing times. 
The facilitator is Leigh Young, who led the Women's Discovery Weekend this past January. If you are interested, please email 
Anne Bishop annebshp@gmail.com or Debra Gibson dgg0613@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 Summer Camp! 
So I am certain you are wondering about Warren Willis Summer Camp!  

Will it be held? Will it be safe? Can I still apply for a scholarship?  And I 
have the current answers for you, however, the camp will be updating 

their website on May 1st with any changes.  Right now, they are plan-
ning on holding summer camp beginning the week of June 8th.  They 

also understand that some parents would prefer to move their registra-
tion date to later in the summer, or cancel it completely due to the 

COVID 19 virus.  They have dropped the cancellation fee that they have 
charged in the past, so families can change the date or cancel without 

losing any of their initial registration fee.  They have posted on their website the additional cleaning and sanitizing they have 

planned and I encourage you to go to this link:  http://wwumccc.org/2020/03/12/coronavirus-information-for-our-guests-
and-campers/ and see how the camp is preparing in advance and making changes to fit the needs of all the campers.  

Grace Kids & Sunday Groups 
AKA: FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

We will continue to create video lessons for our families 
to access online through our church website, children’s  
Facebook page, and by email. During the month of May, 
we will join with the pastors and all the members of 
GUMC in studying the 23rd Psalm.  
 

We plan to continue delivering Wednesday Porch Buck-
ets to our families giving them additional opportunities 
for discipleship at home.  If your family would like to 
receive a Porch Bucket, please email Martha at martha-
yamnitz@gmail.com to get on the delivery route. 

Easter Art Show 
Has  Gone Virtual!! 

Okay, so I didn’t actually get this done in March/

April.  But I do still have a lot of the children’s Easter 

artwork that I would love to share with the congre-

gation.  So again this month, keep a lookout for an 

email from Martha or the church titled Children’s 

Easter Art Show.  And if you enjoy the show, we ask 

that you donate to the children’s summer camp 

fund, so WHEN the camp season opens our children 

can spend a week away with counselors who will 

love and care for them as they focus on faith in our 

Lord.  Thank you! 

mailto:mrsjkroeger@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09
tel:+16468769923,,93572543694%23
https://zoom.us/j/806127553
tel:+19292056099,,806127553%23
https://zoom.us/j/96076302991
tel:+19292056099,,96076302991%23
https://zoom.us/j/898595456
mailto:annebshp@gmail.com
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