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Grace Church Family,
This month we begin the Lenten journey toward Easter. This year we are encouraging everyone to read through the gospel of
Matthew during those 47 days from Ash Wednesday, February 26 to Easter Sunday, April 12.
This journey through the gospel of Matthew will be unique in that we will be reading reflections from people as young as first
grade and as old as 92. We believe God is leading us toward a future story in which people across all generations (and other
differences!) proclaim the beauty of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
By registering for "Lent Across Generations - Read, Pray and Sing through Matthew," (on the church website) you will receive
an email each day starting Wednesday, February 26 through Easter Sunday, April 12 with a prompt to read a section of
Matthew's gospel beginning in chapter 6. (We are starting at chapter 6 because we began reading Matthew in December, during Advent. You may want to read those first 5 chapters to refresh your memory of where we have come so far.)
Each day during "Lent Across Generations" you will enjoy reading reflections written by a variety of members and participants
at Grace UMC from across the generations (some of whom are pictured above). A big thank you to all who have shared their
reflections with all of us! We look forward to reading your reflections!
We trust and pray that this journey of reading, praying and singing through Matthew will move you to wonder, to worship, a
deeper appreciation for the way God speaks through people of all ages.
Love and prayers for a blessed Lent.

“In GOD we trust!”

Meetings In March
•
•
•
•
•
•

Finance Committee Meeting— Wednesday, March 4th, 1:30 pm, Room #2
Staff Parish Meeting—Thursday, March 5th, 6:30 pm, Room #2
Ancient City Parking Board Meeting, Friday/March 6th, 1 pm—2:30 pm, Room #2
Trustees Meeting— Monday, March 9th, 5 pm, Room #2
Stewardship Meeting—Thursday, March 12th, 6:30 pm, Room #2
Church Council—Thursday, March 26th, 6:30 pm, Room #2
ALL meetings at the church are open for anyone to attend.
if you are not on the SPRC committee and you plan to attend their meeting, please notify them in advance

Men’s Discipleship Group— The Biscuit Boyz
A small group of men from Grace UMC are meeting at Maple Street Biscuit Company (right across the street from the church)
at 7 am on Monday mornings. It is a time of fellowship to include sharing, prayer , and time in God’s Word. We are done by
8:15 am. You are invited. Bring your Bible, notebook, and something to write with. See you Monday mornings…
Pat Cummings

Worship Band Notes
Greetings, “Scandal of Grace”- by Hillsong UNITED. What a title for a song about God’s Grace! I know I was taken aback by
this title the first time I saw it. As we enter the season of Lent, let us reflect on the message of this song through the words of
Matt Crocker, one of the co-writers of this song: ‘It should be no surprise to us that the hardest thing to wrap our heads
around is the most powerful gift that comes from Jesus, the gift of grace. I just love the twist of "scandal of grace" as it
pertains to a concept we sing about a lot, like "Amazing Grace." Many anthems have been written on the subject over the
years, and this kind of turns it on its head a little bit the same way that God turned religion and culture on its head the
moment Jesus came to Earth and died for the sins of all mankind. Jesus' message was scandalous from day one, that's why
He ended up on the Cross. To this day, the message of grace is scandalous because it rages against conventional wisdom. We
live in a culture where you do the crime, you do the time. The message of Jesus is you do the crime, and He pays the ultimate
price so that we can live a life not only set free from our sin, but enabled by His grace to play a part in His incredible plan and
purpose and bring His Kingdom to earth, here and now. “ When you lift your voice in worship on Sunday, remember the
“scandal” of God’s Grace and the message of the Cross.
Blessings, The Worship Band

Spring Forward On March 8th

Dining With Dignity For The Month of March
The February Dining with Dignity date is Friday, March 20th (third Friday of the month) at 6 pm.
You are invited to come help do any of the following: set-up, prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal.
If you are interested, contact Mike Osgood, 904-377-4706.

Request For Information
Please remember to inform Peggy in the office of any changes that have occurred due to a move, phone number change or
addition, preference in notifications, and receipt of newsletter.

Collecting SMALL (3 oz. Or Less) Containers Of Hand Sanitizer
We are collecting small containers of hand sanitizer to be taken over to China at a later date. The smaller,
personal size (3 oz. or less) is the size that is needed. Our missionary, Cameron Cummings will take them
back with her when she is allowed to return to China.
There is a basket located in the Breezeway Hallway for the collection of these.

The Women’s Discovery Weekend Update
Over 30 women attended the Women’s Discovery Weekend at Grace at the end of
January with Leigh Young. We were immersed in scripture and fellowship, and
left one another as sisters in Christ.
Stay tuned for next year as the overwhelming sense was to have Leigh back again!

Circle Of Concern
Please pray for: all unspoken prayer requests, Grace United Methodist Church, all branches of Law
Enforcement & First Responders, all Military, all unspoken names, and Carolyn & John Zalenski, Steve Elrod,
Family of Billy Little, Heidi Howard, Clay Campbell, Sherri Pracel, Family of Margarette “Jeanette” Usina Bowers
Names remain listed in the “Circle of Concern” for 30 days. After which time, they are remembered in “all unspoken names”.
Allegro: Betty Fleming
Bayview: Rose Ponder
Bayview—The Pavilion: Elaine Edwards
Brookdale: Lovie Fox
Brooks at Bartram Crossing Rehab: Wanda Qualman
Moultrie Creek Nursing & Rehab Center: Maria Schineller
The Ponce: Natalie Barnard, Mary Lou Brusaw, Elaine Hanni
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger
In The Military: Lcpl Ian Kleiber, USMC, Maj. Will Bermeo, Lt. Christopher Bordino-US Navy, Jacob Bradley,
M Sgt. Kat Brumfield-US Air Force, Brandon Burnette-US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, ISC Ray LeMieux, SSgt.
Miles Massey/USAF-OSI, Brian Riggenbach, MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark Spurling, Jr., Jason
Strohmetz, Thessalomica Vila-Navy, Tom Wetmore, John Young, Jr., Haley Parks St. Johns, USAF, Adam Martinez-US Navy,
Brian Sousa, Ashley St. Johns, USAF, Pvt. Andre “Lucas” Pittman, US Army
PLEASE NOTE If you have a friend or a loved one in the military, please send in their picture and their rank to be placed on
the bulletin board in the Breezeway Hallway. You may drop off at the Office Monday—Friday 9 am —3 pm or mail or email to
office@gracestaugustine.org

Birthdays In The Month Of March

Anniversaries In The Month Of March

Women Of Grace

3rd Joyce Conser
5th John Hardtle
6th Wally Boldt, Dottie Dobbs
8th Warring Alex, Cyndy Carlson, Steve Herbert
10th Crosby Haddock, Rev. Hugh Lake, Isaac Shipley
11th Sue Amole
12th Luciana Santoro
13th Georgia Masters, Mike Nilon
14th Chris Stone
16th Michael Sanflippo
17th Anje Newbold, Sally Newbold
18th Judy James, Annaleigha Shipley, Quincy Storey,
Vera Tagert
19th Bonnie Brock
21st Joan Kaiser
25th Shelia King,
26th J.B. Hunt, Jr., Kitty Parlin
28th Reese Storey
30th Lynn Miller
31st Mike Campbell, Luther Storey, Catherine Urtiaga

16th Mark & Donna Coale
17th Bernie & Peggy Namie (42nd)

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, March 12th at 10:00 am. Dining with Dignity is on the 20th and for
March we will be making cookies and brownies! The Second Sunday Fellowship Time will be the Sunday
before our meeting (it’s Leap Year!) so please let Audrey Jarrard know what you will bring to help with this
service. We will need fruit, cheese, crackers, juice and cream cheese. I hope you have included our group in
your prayers. I hope you will choose to come and meet with us in fellowship.
See you!

Communion Servers For March 1st:
11 am:
Lanny Linn
Lynn Miller
Margaret Mosca
Larry Yunker

Altar Flowers
1st: Sam & Carrie Dean
8th: John & Jocelyn Flynt
15th: Available
22nd: Available
29th: Available
If your name is not listed in the birthdays or
anniversaries and it should be, please contact
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone
904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org .
Thank you!

Mildred Thomas

Youth Activities For The Month Of March
Grace Youth is 6th-12th grade students.
Sundays: We meet for Sunday school at 10 am after the second service upstairs in the Youth Room
Wednesday Nights: We meet in the Youth Room
Wednesday, March 4th: Youth group will meet in the YR from 6:30 pm—8 pm
Wednesday, March 11th: Youth group will meet in the YR from 6:30 pm—8 pm
Wednesday, March 18th: NO YOUTH GROUP—Spring Break
Wednesday, March 25th: Youth group will meet in the YR from 6:30 pm—8 pm

Ushers For The Month Of March
9 am Jack Amole, Anne Bishop, Larry Bishop, Karen Mathis, Betty Power, Tom Power
11 am
March 1st: Ushers: Paula Merritt, Caleb Jarrard, Carol Vander Wal
March 8th: Ushers: Lanny Linn, Claude Caviness, Richard Gibson, Connie Long, Margaret Mosca, Linda Ringwood,
Tom Ringwood
March 15th: Lynn Miller & Caleb Jarrard, Richard Gibson, Richard MacMullen, Shirley MacMullen
March 22nd: Paula Merritt, Richard Gibson, Darlene Hiebert, Jim Hiebert, Art Holden, Chris Larocque
March 29th: Paula Merritt, Bobby Dennison, Richard Gibson

Our Very Own Youth Involved In…
Meredith Holmes (GUMC Youth Director) and Julia Williamson (Youth) attended the performance
of Sally Newbold in the Nutcracker.

Altar Flowers
The 2020 Altar Flower sign-up calendar is located to the right of the sanctuary as you enter from the street.
Sign-up for the date/s that are meaningful to you: birthdays, anniversaries, in memory of, in honor of,
in appreciation of , or just because you want to add to the beauty of the sanctuary on a Sunday morning.
You are welcome to take the flowers after the 11 am service or if you leave them, the Care Team will
divide and distribute them to our Homebound members.
The altar flowers are $30 total for the two arrangements.
Make the check out to GUMC. In the memo line write “Altar Flowers” and the date that you have signed up for.
Please fill out a form located below the calendar and place it, along with payment, in the offering plate or turn into the
Office.

(L—R) Meredith Holmes, Sidney Newbold,
Julia Williamsom, and Sally Newbold

Check Signers Needed
Check signers are needed. All that is required of you is to come in once a week on Thursdays at 1 pm to sign
checks. If you are available and interested, please contact:
Pam Noble gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or
Nataliya Birmingham finance@gracestaugustine.org

Steven Kleiber won two medals from a middle school theater competition that was held in
Orlando, FL. recently. The medals were for All-Star Cast and an individual award for his role as a
bull in the school play. Congratulations!

Stephen Ministry Corner

Time for a Change
After a LOT of research and discussion, the decision has been made to make a
CHANGE at Grace this summer by not holding Vacation Bible School. I know, I
know… it is soooo much fun, and we had about 100 kids last year, and the youth
get to be leaders, and it brings our church together as a volunteer opportunity.
Those wonderful things have all been a part of our discussions. But along with
those great things, there are more things we have seen that show us that VBS is
not effective in the ways we hoped. VBS was, we believed, our biggest outreach
to the unchurched children/families in our city. In reality, it is a great opportunity for families from other churches to
have a safe, free camp which reinforces the Christian faith their kids already have. Granted, we at Grace are excellent
at putting on a VBS! But it takes a large chunk of our children’s budget and an even larger chunk of time which we
believe can be used in a new way which will effectively reach new children and families and bring them into our loving
Grace family. We encourage you to pray for our ministry as we take this CHANCE and make a CHANGE.

Grace Kids & Sunday Groups
During the month of March, both our Grace Kids group and
our Sunday groups will be focusing our learning on the Easter

NO MISS MARCH!

Care Receivers Share:
(All care receivers willingly shared their stories for publication)
How Their Stephen Ministers Made a Difference
Although my needs changed as I went from wife to caregiver to widow, my Stephen Minister’s love and support remained a
constant. She was there at every stage of my journey, helping me through some of the most difficult moments of my life—
so I could begin to heal. Susan
When things seemed like too much to handle, my Stephen Minister brought normalcy and calm. With him by my side, I
knew I could make it from one week to the next. I could feel God’s presence when my Stephen Minister was there James.
My Stephen Minister was a consistent presence walking with me throughout my divorce. He would always show up, and
most importantly, he refused to give up on me. I’ll forever be grateful for the way he changed my life. Ralph
When I was with my Stephen Minister, I felt Jesus was with me. I saw the love of God in her eyes while we talked and
prayed, and it would fill me with such comfort and peace. It helped me know that I could make it through. Ashley
After the death of my mom, I needed some- one who would listen—even to the same stories over and over—and who
wouldn’t be afraid to say her name or bring up her memory. That’s who my Stephen Minister was, and I don’t know how I
would have gotten through it without her. Molly

CHALLENGING OUR FAMILIES!!
The Children’s Ministry leaders are challenging our children and their families to attend their regular service
each and every Sunday in March with no misses. This is
a HUGE CHALLENGE as families are overloaded with
activities, commitments, and need opportunities to have
a day off. But we are asking that they not take that day
off on Sunday—at least not till after attending church.
We have several special things planned for our families
on the Sundays in March to further inspire perfect
Sunday attendance.

Stephen Ministry is a lay caring ministry being used by more than 13,000 congregations worldwide. It is a confidential
one-to-one Christ centered care to persons experiencing grief, health issues, divorce, spiritual crisis, job loss, and other
difficult life situations.

Is there a better time to partner with a
Stephen Minister than this Lenten Season?
Confidentially contact a Stephen Leader: Sue Amole (904-553-8536), Marva Warmington (314-602-9438),
Jack Amole (904-553-5355), Marie Russo (804-712-3712), or Roger Carlson (240-483-7183).

We Care For You!

So take the challenge of NO MISS MARCH and celebrate
with us as we build our relationship with Jesus and with
each other!
Our Sunday School Classes meet during the 9:00 and 11:00
services for all kids age 3 years through 5th grade. Come join
us for great bible learning!
Grace Kids meets on Wednesdays from 5:00-6:30 for all kids
ages 4 years through 5th grade. We love it when you bring a
friend!

You Are A Missionary Too!
Children’s Ministry Weekly Schedule
Sunday—Sunday School at 9 am & 11 am,
Unto Others 10:15 am—11 am
Wednesday—Kids of Grace 5 pm—6:30 pm
Thursday—Bible Tales for Tots 11 am—12 pm

Find Us Online!
Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry
page on our church website. www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children
Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our
Children’s Ministry Facebook Page. www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/

Many people are in need of a caring touch.
Do you have a few minutes a month to make a phone call, or perhaps visit someone who needs a little happiness? That is
what our care ministry team does, but more are needed to join this team. There are no set schedules to follow, just an occasional reaching out in Christian love.
I want to share with you some inspiring words from a very wise woman, I am proud to call my friend:
"You are a missionary too! Anytime you welcome a stranger, send a card, visit the hospital, or make a call you are sharing in
God's mission." - Naomi Menser #UMW.
Feel free to call, text or email me for more information.
In Christ’s love,
Janet Rusin
904-806-3941
janierus@gmail.com

Community Conversations—
Community Conversations meet at Grace on Tuesdays from 12:00 - 1:15 pm to serve our community as a grace-filled,
transformational table for moving closer to one another in the face of things that divide us. Lately
we have been talking about the impact of race and learning ways we can be agents of
reconciliation. There have been between 20-25 people at the gatherings including city
leadership, concerned community residents, plus members of Grace and several other
churches including St. Paul AME, Living Water Fellowship, and First UMC. The conversation is
always open to new participants. This is a significant way in which Grace Church is both sharing the
gospel of Jesus and being used of God to transform the world.

Reporting For YTD - JANUARY
Mission Offerings:

YTD

Spring of Life Cuba

$

Transportation
Youth Mission Trip
Rise Against Hunger

$

Florida Conference
Panua (Inua)

$

Busy Fingers...Prayer Shawl Ministry

FL UM Children’s Home

$ 200

Busy Fingers continues to meet on the first Tuesday of each month. We will be in the
Fellowship Hall at 10 am March 3.
We are a small group but would like more members to help make shawls, lap robes and
baby blankets. We have a large supply of yarn and supplies and would love to get you
started and/or teach you.
For any other information call Vee Markel at 904-794-7817 or
Shirley MacMullen at 904-687-8211.

CCW

Bible Tales For Tots
The Bible Tales for Tots group meet every Thursday at 11 am—Noon. This is a great time for
children to release some energy and socialize. Bible Tales for Tots is geared towards ages
0-3 but we can accommodate elementary ages as well. This is a great opportunity for
parents to come out and enjoy an hour of conversation. Questions?
Contact Jessica Kroeger at mrsjkroeger@gmail.com or 904-540-6183.

Young Life Capernaum
$

Warren Willis Summer Camp
St. Francis House

$

UMCOR Bahamas

$

Grace Student Singers Scholarships

$

Conference
Children’s Ministries & Kid’s Camp
Youth Room Renovation
Youth Ministries
Dinner Church
Cameron Cummings (China)
Wildfower Clinic
Young Life

$
$
$
$
$
$2,288
$ 50
$

In FEBRUARY:
Dining With Dignity Served 46

Easter Cantata On Palm Sunday, April 5th
Cantata...April 5th—ONLY One Worship Service 10 am
Chancel Choir invites you to join them for their Palm Sunday Cantata
Our Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals for the annual Palm Sunday Cantata soon
If you'd like to sing with us, please show up or contact Mike via email:
music@gracestaugustine.org

Did You Know You Can Give To Grace
UMC Online Or By Text?
Visit the church website gracestaugustine.org and
click “Give Online.” Or you can text an amount to
904-717-4772 and then follow the instructions to
designate your contribution to the general, capital
or missions budgets. This is one way you can stay
consistent with your commitment to financially
support the ministries of Grace Church.
With online and text giving you can still give even if
you are out of town or on vacation. Thank you!

Office Hours:
Main Office: Monday through Friday, 8 am—4 pm
Peggy Namie—Office Administrator
office@gracestaugustine.org
Finance Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 am—4 pm
Nataliya Birmingham—Church Treasurer
finance@gracestaugustine.org

Deadlines For Church Publications:
Companions In Christ—Looking Ahead...
Plans are underway to begin a new Companions in Christ study on the Beatitudes, April 25. It is a 10 week commitment. It will
be offered for women on Wednesdays at 10:00- 12:00. Another offering will be in the evening, probably Tuesdays. We also
hope to expand the leadership so are looking for those interested to sign up to lead two lessons. Please contact Anne Bishop
(annebshp@gmail.com) or Debra Gibson (dgg0613@yahoo.com) regarding Wednesdays and Mary Cummings regarding an
evening study. Opportunities to sign up will follow.

→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE
BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:
March 1st bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, February 26th
March 8th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, March 4th
March 15th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, March 11th
March 22nd bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, March 18th
March 29th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, March 25th
April 5th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, April 1st
→Newsletter Submissions
FOR THE MARCH 2020 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES - submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm on Friday, March 20th

Child Youth Protection Policy Training
Grace United Methodist Church has a new Child and Youth Protection Policy with some different requirements that apply to
the adult volunteers who work with any children and youth using our facilities. We are required by our policy to train and
background check anyone who falls within these categories:
1. Adult volunteers whose service regularly takes them throughout the church facility or grounds or who have keys to church
buildings.
2. Adult volunteers who supervise or assist with supervising children or youth in ministries, programs, or activities more than
3 times per year.
Youth from First UMC & Grace UMC

Lucas Kleiber

3. Adult volunteers who transport children/youth without other adults in the vehicle more than 3 times per year.
4. Adult volunteers who participate in overnight activities with children/youth more than 2 times per year.

The background check we are required to do costs $37/person. We are giving our volunteers the option of paying for their
own, or having the church cover the cost.

If you know you fall into any of the four categories above, please talk with Pastor David.

Exterior Door Keyed Locks & Key Pad Code Changed On Friday, February 28th
Because of our new Child and Youth Protection Policy mentioned above, the Board of Trustees has rekeyed all the exterior
door locks of the Church building.
Willow Steward

Steven Kleiber

Alex Hales

If you need access to the church building for your ministry or work in the church, you must attend one of the two Child and
Youth Protection Policy trainings and be background checked before you can be given the new door key pad
access code. You will need to speak with Pastor David if you are in need of a code. Keys will not be given out.
After you attend the Child and Youth Protection Policy training and get your background check, you can be given a door key
pad access code when you sign the following building access agreement.

Here are some photos from the youth’s
service project in Hastings with The United
Methodist Disaster Response!

I acknowledge that I have been trained and background checked according to the Grace United Methodist Church Child and
Youth Protection Policy.

First UMC helped as well and we had 16
volunteers total.

I agree that I have a responsibility not to share or copy my key (if issued), and a responsibility not to share my door key pad
code to the Grace United Methodist Church Building.

We painted the inside of the home that
was damaged in Hurricane Irma.

I agree to return my key (or have my key code changed) when I no longer need access to the Grace United Methodist Church
building.
Finally, I agree not to share or copy my key (if issued), and not share my key pad code with anyone else. I understand that
doing so could result in not having access to the Grace UMC building anymore.
Signed ________________________________________________ Date_____________________

Youth from First UMC & Grace UMC

Mission For The Month of March
For many years Grace United Methodist has helped the homeless in our community by supporting St. Francis House.
Individuals and families experiencing homelessness can access services at the 3 building campus on Washington St. In the past
5 years, St. Francis has transitioned from just a shelter to a housing focused program that provides a path to housing and
self-sufficiency. St. Francis House is the only comprehensive housing crisis program between Jacksonville and Daytona
Beach. The agency also recently opened Port in the Storm Homeless Youth Center to serve homeless unaccompanied youth in
St. Johns County.

4th Annual Children’s Choir Festival
Music at Grace and the St Augustine Youth Chorus held the 4th annual Children's Choir Festival. There were 45 children at the
festival, and they sang for the public at 3 pm. It was a good day of learning, singing, and new (and old!) friendships.

Below are pictures from that day:

Thank You!
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Thank you so much for your kind expressions of sympathy and support at my mother’s recent death. I am grateful for your
prayers, cards, and messages which strengthened me throughout my mother’s long illness. Grace has been my spiritual home
for almost 23 years and this community of Christians has constantly been a joy and a blessing in my life. I will always treasure
the caring, compassion, and love shared with me at this sad time.
In Christ’s Love, Becky Weiss

I wish to thank my church family for all the prayers, cards, hugs, and support throughout my husbands illness and passing. I
love you all and appreciate so much the kindness I have been blessed with. Most Sincerely, Carolyn Little

Welcome To Our Newest Staff Member—New Building Maintenance Manager...Jeff Stevens

My name is Jeff Stevens. I have lived in St. Augustine for 17 years with my wife, Melinda,
of 42 years. We have 3 sons that all live here in St. Augustine. I love to fish, go to the
beach, and ride motorcycles. I am very excited to be a part of the
Grace United Methodist Church family.
Jeff’s hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8 am—1 pm.
Please introduce yourself to him when you are at the church.

