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GRACE NOTES  
Our Mission Offerings For The Month Of JULY 
 

In July our mission of the month giving will be going toward a food packaging event in November called Rise Against 

Hunger. We have done several of these in past years . On November 19th  we will gather  from 8 am—12 pm 

(noon) to package meals for Rise Against Hunger - you’ll be hearing more about the packaging event later in which             

volunteers of all ages will come together. What is Rise Against Hunger? It is an organization that started in 1998 by a 

United Methodist clergyman in Raleigh, North Carolina (it was initially called Stop Hunger Now) and has since grown 

into a worldwide program of helping to end world hunger. By joining     together with other food  organizations they 

provide a safety net for schools, hospitals, and communities to make sure there is a nutritious meal provided where 

needed. The meals include rice, soy protein, dried vegetables, and an array of micronutrients. To host a packaging 

event we need to raise at least $3500. The people of Grace have been generous in giving and volunteering with Rise 

Against Hunger in the past and we look forward to coming together again this year.  

 

 
 
 
 

Mid Year Prayer 
 

Recently we experienced the Summer Solstice, the longest day of the year. David went out to walk the dog at 9 pm 
and sent me a picture of the sun still shining. The official beginning of summer. It’s been a tough beginning to summer 
with multiple shootings, inflation, and the ongoing war in Ukraine. I read this prayer recently by my colleague Magrey 
Devega, pastor at Hyde Park UMC in Tampa: 
 

O God, open our eyes to empathy, curiosity and humility, that we might be generous and compassionate toward     
others and ourselves. Amen 
 

I began to pray this prayer and think deeply about these three words- empathy, curiosity and humility. 
 

Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of another. It’s more than feeling sorry for someone, but 
instead trying to understand their feelings from their perspective. It involves intentional listening and a recognition 
one another’s worth. 
 

Curiosity means being open to learn about one another and stretch our minds. It means embracing the mystery. I 
read this quote recently, “In the gospels, Jesus asked 187 questions. He answers (maybe) 8 of them. He himself asks 
307. Maybe faith isn’t about certainty, but learning to ask-and sit in the complexity of- good questions.” Be curious, 
it’s the key to learning. 
 

Humility is recognizing our interdependence and the interconnectivity of all living things to one another, and all of us 
to God. We need one another. 
 

Generosity and Compassion are expressions of the hand and the heart. These are the natural outcome of a life built 
on empathy, curiosity and humility. They are the fruit of a life lived with Christ at the center. 
 

As we begin this second half of the year join me in using this prayer as a daily way of connecting with God and      
growing with the mind of Christ. 
 

What is something You are looking forward to this summer? 
 

A trip? A celebration? My family is celebrating my mom’s 88th birthday and looking forward to seeing one another. At 
church I am looking forward to Vacation Bible School! It’s been years since we have had one and I can’t wait to see 
the children, learn the songs, hear the Bible stories, and experience God. Please be in prayer for the children and   
families we will be able to connect with during this important week. Pray for Martha as she leads and our volunteers 
as they prepare. 
 

Whatever it is you are looking forward to I pray that the Holy Spirit go with you keeping you safe and filling you with 
joy. 
 
Pastor Carolyn Hall Williamson 
Grace UMC 
St. Augustine 
carolyn@gracestaugustine.org  
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Additional Parking on Sundays only 
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A Little About Our Annual Conference Meeting 
Rev. David Williamson 
 
We gathered together in-person for the meeting of the Florida Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 
on June 9-11 in Lakeland, Florida on the campus of Florida Southern College.  This was the first time to do this in 
person in three years because of the COVID-19 pandemic. You can read more detail about what happened at our 
Annual Conference by visiting the website flumc.org 

The theme for our Conference this year is “Rebuilding the Church, Re-Membering the Body and Creating a Spiritual 
Home for All.”  We will do this work with a focus on four commitments: Vital and sustainable local churches and 
fresh expressions, the journey toward antiracism as an expression of discipleship and sanctification, the health and 
resilience of clergy and spiritual leaders, and what it means to #BeUMC as the continuing United Methodist Church 
in a season of change. 
 

Our gathering was marked by music and worship, study and prayer, debate and conferencing, business and        
visioning, testimony and reunion. It brought me joy as I counted at least 13 people who I had built friendships with 
over Zoom the last three years that I had not met in-person until this Conference gathering! 
 

One of the highlights of Annual Conference is getting to see people, celebrate success and victories as well as     
lament losses together.  We recognized 29 new Certified Candidates for ordained ministry in the past year. We   
licensed 10 full time Local Pastors, 6 part-time Local Pastors, 9 new Full Connection Elders and 2 Full Connection 
Deacons. We remembered 37 licensed, ordained, active and retired clergy who died in the last year. And we       
recognized the retirement of 25 ordained Elders, Deacons and Local Pastors. 
 

The Conference approved the disaffiliation of 14 congregations who had voted to leave the United Methodist 
Church. And the Clergy Session voted (by a margin of 7 votes) not to commission 16 candidates for membership as 
provisional elders and deacons. The vote required 75% approval and received 72% approval. 
 

In response to this, our Bishop Ken Carter said to the Conference, ”The great majority of the voices of those who 
spoke against their candidacy, or the processes leading to their candidacy, were those of pastors who are in formal 
processes of departing from the United Methodist Church. A smaller number of the voices have departed since the 
clergy session two days ago. I say this not to disparage them, but to state the historical fact of how and why we are 
here.” 
 

The Bishop then spoke directly to those who were rejected. "I grieve the harm you have experienced. I am        
committed to the support of your callings. In our polity, a bishop does not vote on any phase of a candidate’s     
calling into ministry. These are the actions of those authorized by the church.  Instead, the bishop commissions, 
ordains, and appoints. This is our separation of powers," he said. "I want to say that I would have gladly            
commissioned each of you, and gladly appointed each of you." 
 

On Friday, the Conference added the resolution giving the rejected candidates new hope for approval in the       
future. It went before the delegates on Saturday morning and was overwhelmingly approved. 
 

In the midst of both sorrow and joy, we trust God and follow in the way of Jesus who continues to pour out the 
Holy Spirit upon all people. 

 

GUMC Main Office Hours                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Main Office is open Monday—Friday, 8 am—4 pm. 
If you are in need of anything, please give Peggy Namie a call at 904-829-8272/office or  
    email her at office@gracestaugustine.org  
    Offices will be CLOSED on Monday, July 4th in observance of the 4th of July holiday                                               

Boy Scout Troop 243 News 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Caleb Haynes for earning Eagle Scout—scouting’s highest honor.                                                                                                             

 

Fellowship Time Volunteers Needed                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                    

We would like to start up fellowship time between the 9 and 11 am services.  
Volunteers are needed to oversee and provide the preparations, set-up, and  
clean-up of coffee, juice and snacks.  
As soon as we get enough volunteers, hopefully on a rotating basis, we will begin.      

Stephen Ministry 

In Stephen Ministry, we build relationships between the caregiver and the care receiver.  Often the difficulty that the 

care receiver has gone through is just the tip of the iceberg.  Building a caring relationship allows the care receiver to 

open up and share what is really troubling them.  Most of the time, the Stephen Minister just needs to show up and 

listen, but they also have to be patient, and show that they truly care.  You’ve heard the expression, “It’s better to 

give than to receive.”  Well in Stephen Ministry we give and receive.  We give of ourselves, and we receive the trust of 

the one who needs our help.  If you or someone you know needs help, please contact one of the pastors, or one of 

the Stephen Leaders:  Marva Warmington (314) 602-9438, or Marie Russo (804) 712-3712. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant…” 

       Matthew 4:23 

 

 

FLUMC - HomeThe Florida Annual Conference stretches more 
than 700 miles from just west of Tallahassee to the Florida 
Keys. Between are 700 churches  with more than 280,000 
members from African-American, Anglo, Filipino, Haitian, His-
panic, Korean, Native American, Russian and Vietnamese back-
grounds   making up one dynamic church.flumc.org 

http://flumc.org/
http://flumc.org/
http://flumc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Groups and Committee Meetings In JULY 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES at 9 am and 11 am 
SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Sundays at 9:30 am—10:30 am In person 
    in the Pastor’s Office & via Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/806127553?    
    pwd=YUw1V213OVJnUmpxUjAvS2l4ZUtuQT09                                    
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    Password: seekers 
    One tap mobile  19292056099,,806127553#,,,,*4838220# 
BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY—Sundays at 9:30 am  
    Meeting in-person & via Zoom   
    https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 935 7254 3694 
    Password: 015098 
    One tap mobile 16468769923,,93572543694#,,#,015098# 
BISCUIT BOYZ/Men’s Group—Mondays at 9 am, Wesley Room & via Zoom  NOT meeting again until 07/11/22 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83795795360?pwd=YTI4VEpZNWITM2w5QzZKRIdRTzJ0Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 837 9579 5360 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 
BOY SCOUT TROOP #243—Mondays at 6:30/7 pm, Brusaw Hall  
TRUSTEES MEETING—Monday, July 11th  at  5 pm 
UPPER ROOM PRAYER CIRCLE—Tuesdays at 10 am, Wesley Room 
STAFF MEETINGS—Tuesdays at 10 am, Fellowship Hall 
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS— Tuesdays at 12 pm, via Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96076302991?pwd=eTIMNExGKzFKc2YwUDITV0UvUkVQUT09 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    Passcode: 254042 
    One tap mobile =19292056099,,96076302991#,,,,,,0#,,254042# 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING—NOT meeting in July 
GRACE KIDS—Sundays at 9 am & 11:00 am, Upstairs 
    Wednesdays: NO evening gathering meet at various parks from 10 am—11:30 am  
                             July 6th meet at Vail Point Park 
                             July 13th meet at Ron Parker Park   
                             July 20th meet at Palencia Park  
                             July 27th NOT meeting due to VBS 
VBS “Monumental Celebrating God’s Greatness” - July 25th—29th, 9 am—noon at GUMC 
YOUTH—Sundays at 9 am & 11 am—12 pm, Youth Room Upstairs 
   Wednesdays: July 13th, 20th, and 27th at 5 pm—6:15 pm, Youth Room Upstairs NOT meeting on July 6th  
HANDBELLS on summer hiatus until Wednesday, September 14th at 6 pm 
CHANCEL CHOIR on summer hiatus until Wednesday, September 14th at 7 pm 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING—Thursday, July 21st at 6:30 pm , Wesley Room 
BIBLE TALES FOR TOTS—Fridays at 10:30 –11:30 am, Upstairs 
DINING WITH DIGNITY—Friday, July 15th (3rd Friday of the month) meal served in the Fellowship Hall at 6 pm. 
    For more information, contact Mike Osgood (904– 377-4706) 
 

As always, your attendance/participation is greatly appreciated in your support  
of the inner workings of GUMC! 

     

Prayers For and From Our Congregation 
 
Names remain listed here for 30 days. 
After which time, they are included in "Unspoken Names." 
We pray for the Unspoken Names, for our Church, for First Responders, 
    for Law Enforcement, for our Military, for all those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters,  
    the people of Afghanistan, Palestine, and the Ukraine 
ALL Medical Staff  & Families that are currently dealing with COVID 
Family and friends of those killed and affected by recent shootings  
 
Individual Prayer Needs . . . 
 
Family and friends of Bob Danielson who died on June 22nd (brother of Mary Ouellette) 
Prayers for my daughters/sons & their families (requested by Tonya Hook) 

Patty Wilder experiencing numerous medical issues (friend of Terry Steward) 

Sylvius Evans (3 years old) due to an infection, previously scheduled surgery to remove a non-functioning kidney 

    has been postponed. He  lives in Oregon and is the grandson of Ben & Linda Evans 

Patty Rath (friend of Kerry Lilly) 

Justine Gillis recovering from surgery on June 8th (friend of the Hazen’s) 

Ava Jones (father/Kevin, mother/Kym and  grandparents/Jim & Trish Gilliam).  

    Ava is not doing well due to the progression of her cancer.                                             
  

    Rose Ponder 
    Elaine Hanni 
    Patty Harding (husband, Ray) 
    Bob Meade 

Mark Your Calendars Now—Upcoming 2022 Charge Conference Schedule 
 
 
Saturday, September 24, 2022— 
Host Church: Palm Coast UMC, 5200 Belle Terre Parkway, Palm Coast 
Grace UMC is to meet there at 3:30 pm—4:30 pm. 
Forms become live on July 18th. For those that have to provide for the reports, Peggy Namie 
will send to you the blank form as well as a copy of the information that was submitted at 
the 2021 Charge Conference to use as a reference. 

Meet and Greet New Member Orientation & Lunch  

Sunday, July 17 @ 12 pm 

Get to know one another and learn about membership at Grace Church.  
RSVP to Peggy Namie in the Church Office 904-829-8272 or office@gracestaugustine.org  
on or before Friday, July 15th. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                 

 

 
 
 

Email received from Shane Dodzweit (Uganda) 
 
From: Shane Dodzweit <shanedod@hotmail.com> 
Sharing our monthly newsletter 
  
Good Morning Pastor David,   
 
I hope you are having a great June. We are so blessed in Uganda right now. We have a new dining hall, classrooms, 
and food store for the kids. And the kids have wasted no time in using them. Our new kitchen will be complete in 
about 2 weeks but most of the work is done. I did not think we would be this far so soon. We would not have been 
this far without your love and support. 
    
In this letter I have shared a number of things that I believe will enable us to provide these kids with the best chance 
of success in school. I have attached a video to the letter which might give you more of an idea of our needs.   
 
We thank you for the love and support that you have shown, and pray that one day you will get a chance to meet 
everyone here first hand.  
 
I hope to be in the USA this August 2022 to raise awareness of some of these needs and more as well as share many 
of our victories that we have achieved on the mission field. Please let me know if I can visit you’re Church, cell group, 
or gathering to share the amazing things God is doing in our ministry. 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you!  

Sincerely, 

Shane Dodzweit 

 

 

 

 

 

   Birthdays In The Month Of JULY 

 
 1st: MarthaYamnitz 
 3rd: Rich Bevilacqua 
 4th: Carolyn Williamson 
 7th: Maxine Martin 
 8th: Ben Carlson 
            Jessy Carlson 
 12th: Wanda Qualman 
 17th: Marcia Urtiaga 
 18th: Jeff Earnshaw 
 19th: Lynn Anderson 
           Ben Evans 
 21st: Sylvia Long 
 23rd: Robert Pohle, Jr. 
 27th: Linda Ringwood 
 29th: Jane Duckworth  
           Bernie Namie 
 30th: Eileen Holden 

   
   

Altar Flowers for JULY 

July 3rd—Available 
July 10th—Vee Markel 
July 17th—Available 
July 24th—Peggy Namie 
July 31st—Available 
 
The 2022 Altar Flower Calendar is located in the Office. 
Call the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy at 
office@gracestaugustine.org  
to sign up for providing flowers in the sanctuary.  

($30 Total for the two arrangements) 
 

 Anniversaries  In The Month Of JULY 
 

4th: Steve & Hilda Thompson (1975) 
8th: Tim & Jan Tillotson 
17th: Mark & Nancy Vander Veen 

 

If your name is not listed in the “Birthdays” or “Anniversaries” and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org  
Thank you! 

INFORMATION UPDATE REQUESTED 
 
During the summer months, Peggy Namie (Grace UMC Office Administrator) will be  
contacting you to verify that the information that we have in our database is up to  
date and more complete. 
She will be contacting you via email, mail, and/or phone.  
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated! 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Saturday Church Wide Email Submissions DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
     EMAIL DATE THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
          Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesdays prior to the Saturday Email 
          July 2nd Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, June 29th 
          July 9th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, July 6th 
          July 16th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on  Wednesday, July 13th  

          July 23rd Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, July 20th  AND    
          July 30th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, July 20th 
→Newsletter Submissions:  
         For the AUGUST 2022 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES—4 pm on Wednesday, July 20th ! 
                                    THANK YOU FOR YOUR OBSERVANCE OF THESE DEADLINES! 

Send submissions to Peggy Namie, Office Administrator 
office@gracestaugustine.org 

 

Our School needs  
(Computer lab, Library books, Biology Lab equipment) 
 
I want to thank all those who have supported our ministry 
and made a difference in so many lives in constructing this 
building. I have been asked by a few people…                                      

youtu.be 

 

https://youtu.be/VIlfrUYReW8
https://youtu.be/VIlfrUYReW8
https://youtu.be/VIlfrUYReW8


Greetings from Uganda                                                                           

Good morning. I hope you have had a good month so far. I want to 
thank all those who contributed to the construction of our new        
beautiful building. It has already been in use before its completion. The 
second floor is currently being used as classroom space for two classes. 
The room has removable dividers and has also been used as a hall for 
assemblies and different activities. The dining room has been in use for 
a couple of weeks now. For most of the children this is their first time to 
be able to sit on a dining table for all their meals. Most of the children in 
our school who have families, live in one room houses with many       
siblings. So there is no option to have a dining table in their homes. It 
has been quite a journey already to teach them table manners, but what I love about our children is that they are 
always ready and willing to learn. I decided to teach them a meal prayer that they will say before their meals, which 

is one that I learnt when I was in boarding school in Kenya. It goes like 
this “For health and strength and Daily food we praise thy name O Lord, 
Amen”. It has been such a joy to pass on something I learnt as a child to 
them. And know that they will pass it on to their children. Our food 
store is already in use and seems to be emptied as fast as it is filled. The 
kitchen will be completed in two weeks, the stoves have been installed 
as well as the counter tops, all that is left is the finishing. Next month I 
will be making a video showing the new building in its completed state. 
I can’t wait.  

 
A couple of people asked me: “Now that the building is finished, what else can we do for these kids”. And of course I 
have a laundry list of things that the kids need. But I wanted to focus on a few things that I believe will directly im-
prove their chances of success in the future.  
 
Computer Lab: We were blessed about 12 years ago with 25 computers 
that have been serving us very well, though since then we never got any 
upgrades or replacements for the units that break down. What we were 
forced to do is cannibalize the computers that were not working to fix 
those that had some life in them. Currently we have 11 working comput-
ers in our computer lab; this has caused some difficulties when trying to 
teach a class with 60 students with only 11 working computers. We usual-
ly conduct those lessons in shifts, but when you have a number of other 
classes in the school with equal to more students in their classes it means 
that we have to exclude some of the students from those lessons. I know that for many of the students, our school 
might be the only place where they are introduced to computers before they are adults, and given the age we are 
living in, these skills are so important in almost any field these kids want to be involved in. I have been shopping 
around and found someone who is willing to sell us a full set (Monitor, keyboard, CPU, Power cord, and antivirus 
software) for between 150$-190$ each,  depending on the number of computers ordered. It would be such a bless-
ing to upgrade this lab so that we can provide these kids with the tools 
they need to succeed.  
 
School Library: Our Current school library is lacking the relevant books 
that these kids need to succeed in their exams. We have been blessed to 
have a few people donate books to our library, but none of those books 
are relevant to the curriculum that these children are studying. The only 
subject books that we do have are 13 years old and older. All of our chil-
dren are required to take three national exams while in our school. 

These exams are set by the Ministry of Education of Uganda. They send us a description of the relevant books that 
the students must purchase that are applicable to the subjects they are taking. Unfortunately most, if not all of our 
students do not have the means to afford those books, so we would love to at least have the textbooks for all sub-
jects in our library so that our students have the resources to refer to and research from that material. This will   
increase their chances of passing all national and internal exams. I would also like to purchase a couple of comput-
ers for our Library loaded with encyclopedias and other teaching software as a resource for our children. My hope 
is to provide these computers with internet access so that the kids can do further research into their subjects. I   
believe that if we provide these resources for our learners it will increase their chances of success as well as provide 
them with a curiosity to expand their knowledge. To purchase all subject books for our Library for all grades and all 
subjects will cost around 2,500$, we can always photocopy the material if we need extra copies.  
 
Science Labs: We are blessed to be one of the few schools to 
have science labs. Many of our students have gone on to be 
successful in the science sectors, and we are fortunate to have 
it. Something that we are lacking in our labs is equipment and 
Chemicals. The practical application of what these students 
learn is extremely important for the learning experience. We 
do our best to provide what we can in these subjects but find 
ourselves falling behind and prioritizing other needs that we 
have. My science teachers regularly complain to me that their 
chemicals are lacking or are expired and will not produce the 
desired results. The practical application is a big part of the National exam, and if our kids have no experience     
conducting these experiments it severely reduces their chances of success.   
 
I know that these requests seem different from the normal ones we have here on the mission field, but I do believe 
that we are here to do more than rescue and give these kids a safe place to stay where they are fed and cared for. 
But we are here to provide them with the best chance of success so that they can start families in the future with 
children that do not need to go through what they went through. Providing these kids with the tools they need to 
achieve success is vital to achieving that goal. A heartfelt thanks to all those who make these dreams a reality. 
 
I hope to be in the USA this August 2022 to raise awareness of some of these needs and more as well as share 
many of our victories that we have achieved on the mission field. Please let me know if I can visit you’re Church, cell 
group, or gathering to share the amazing things God is doing in our ministry.  
 
This is a video on YouTube that shows everything mentioned in this letter: 
 
Eagles nest ministries our school needs: https://youtu.be/VIlfrUYReW8 
 
For Donations:      If you would like to keep in contact with me: 

Donations to Shane Dodzweit        Email: shanedod@hotmail.com                            
Mission Ministries                                                                        Facebook: 
P.O Box 11210 Costa Mesa                 https://www.facebook.com/shane.dodzweit 
CA, 92627       Call: 011 256 704072256 or whatsapp 

www.eaglesnestminug.com 
 
Or                  
https://www.paypal.me/shanedodzweit  

https://youtu.be/VIlfrUYReW8
https://www.paypal.me/shanedodzweit

