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GRACE NOTES  

When the System Does My Hate for Me 
Rev. David Williamson 

 
 
[I published and shared this article on my Facebook page on June 14. It 
is similar to some of the things I said in a Pastoral Letter that was 
emailed to the church on June 17. And I know not everyone does Face-
book or email. So I’m sharing this important word with you all in our 
printed newsletter, with an update at the end.] 
 
I saw a little cartoon in the Cherokee Scout recently. This is the small 
newspaper for Cherokee County, NC where I love to spend time 
“practicing being unnecessary.” 
 
The cartoon was a depiction of Uncle Sam (an older white guy repre-
senting the government of the United States) who is writing on a 
chalkboard these words: 

“Hate is wrong. Period.” 
 
I imagine getting both “amens!” and puzzled “no-duh!” looks from my congregation if I preach that message. 
 
At one and the same time I believe they would affirm that individual acts of hatred are wrong and that this is obvious. 
 
I think one of the reasons it is easier for white people to openly condemn racism at the moment is because the crimes against 
George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery are so obviously the result of individuals who consciously hate black people and intentional-
ly seek to do them harm. This is racism occurring at the personal and interpersonal levels. 
 
This is wrong. Period. 
 
This is obvious. To most. 
 
What is less obvious for me as a white person is when hate manifests itself in institutions and in the culture - what people are 
calling “systems.” 
 
Racism manifests itself as hatred at institutional and cultural levels, and is just as “wrong. Period.” there as it is at the personal 
and interpersonal levels. 
 
The more challenging work for me as a white person is to actually recognize (literally see) the way racism functions at institu-
tional and cultural levels. 
 
Dr. Valerie Batts, co-founder if VISIONS, Inc, who pioneered this language of oppression at four levels, says: “There is an ele-
ment of racism that is like a germ that we catch. AND that we can be carriers of that germ without realizing it - similar to what 
we are learning these days about how so many people can be asymptomatic carriers of the coronavirus without knowing it.” 
We can be “super-spreaders” of the coronavirus without knowing it. And, Dr. Batts says, “We can be super-spreaders of the 
germ of racism without even knowing it.”                                                                                                          (Continued On Next Page) 

Our Mission Offering For The Month Of July:  St. Francis House 
 
1. Thankfully many of our residents – both youth and adults are getting back to work or finding jobs.  This is great 
news!  Their needs include special shoes and pants and other job related needs in order to obtain employment.  Your sup-
port will help purchase these items. 

2. For our families, the children come in all ages.  We periodically need diapers.  We do not have room to store diapers or 
other baby items.  So we do not keep them on hand.  Your support will help us purchase diapers and other baby related 
items when we have families who need them. 

3. Identifications – one of the most requested things from adults and youth when they first come into our programs is an 
ID.  Many have either lost them or have had them stolen on the streets.  An ID makes it possible for our clients to get a job 
or access other services.  Your support will help to pay for this important documentation for our clients and get them on 
their way to jobs and housing. 

4. For our youth, incentives are always helpful.  Whether it is a $5 gift card for Dunkin Donuts (they love these), or a $10 
gift card for Target or Walmart just so they can go shopping like every other kid.  They are greatly appreciated.  We give 
these cards to the kids to reinforce positive behavior, birthdays, celebrations and just for fun.  Your support will help with 
this need as well. 
 
These needs can be fulfilled with the purchase of gift cards or through monetary donations.  Thank you so much for thinking 
of our clients.  
 
Blessings to you all.  Stay safe! 
Sincerely, 
Karen Hensel 
Assistant Director 

 
 

Please mark your envelope “Mission Offering for JULY” when giving.  



 

Stephen Ministry Corner  
 
Isaiah 41:10 
 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

Fear, worry and sadness can occur at any time in all of our lives. Financial worry, relationship worry and especially fear and 
worry related to a loss. The loss could be a job, it could be a change in our everyday living like retirement or it could be the loss 
of a loved one. When someone in our life dies, our lives forever change. We go through the process of grief. A very important 
step in this process is being able to talk to someone. If you have been caring for a sick spouse or other relative during their  
illness another difficulty arises: “what do I do with my time.” 
 
Stephen Ministers are members of the church who have gone through 50 hours of training. They are not professionals, but 
one of the most important skills they possess is the desire and ability to listen. You do not need to go through this loss alone. 
There is help. 

It is important to note that the Caregiver and Care Receiver relationship is confidential. 

For more information or to talk with a Stephen Leader, please contact one of the following people: 

Sue Amole 904-553-8536, Roger Carlson 240-483-7183, Marva Warmington 314-602-9438 or Jack Amole 904-553-5355. 

Ways To Continue Your Giving To Support Grace Church’s Ministry And Missions: 

 Bill Pay - Most banks and credit unions allow you to set up Electronic Bill Payments at no cost to you or Grace.  By setting   

       up "bill pay" your check is automatically mailed to the church. What is a Bank Draft? 

•    On-Line - Give online using the secure Grace website,  www.gracestaugustine.org.  You can check the "recurring" box and 

use the drop down menu to select monthly or quarterly so that your gift is made automatically for you.  Choose from these 
options: 

    ○ Checking account.  A bank draft commonly called an “auto draft” is an authorization used to allow your bank to send a 
       donation from your checking account to the church. This works the same way as when you have your utility bills or car 
       payment paid directly from your bank account. The cost of a draft to the church is very low compared to other forms of 
       electronic giving such as debit and credit cards.  
    ○ Credit card or debit card.  This works the same way as when you have your utility bills or car payment paid directly from 
        your debit or credit card account.  

 Text - Give using your phone by texting.  Text-to Give at 904-717-4772 and follow the prompts. 

 Charitable Trust - If you make your gifts to Grace utilizing a Donor Advised Fund, such as those available at Fidelity  
       Charitable, Schwab Charitable and Vanguard Charitable, please consider accelerating your annual gifts.  

 Check - For those of you who like to write a check and make your offering during regular church services, please consider 
       writing your check while you watch the weekly service on Facebook Live or the church website.  You can then mail your 
       check to Grace UMC 8 Carrera Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084 after the service. 
 
We are grateful your faithful giving to help Grace Church continue to be a vital witness to God’s grace in our city. If you have 
any questions or would like assistance with setting up electronic bill pay or making a contribution using the church website, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to Pam Noble, Grace Financial Secretary at gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or  
440-429-1107, or myself at rich.bevilacqua@gmail.com 
 

(Continued From Cover Page) 

In other words, it’s possible for me to be spreading hate unconsciously. 
 
I do not wish to attack, shame or blame myself or other well-meaning white people for this. That usually does not help. 
 
What helps me is learning about the reality of racism that manifests itself at the institutional and cultural levels and then 
getting the support and strategy I need to make changes at those levels. 
 
[In my Christian tradition, this is the work of “resisting evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present them-
selves” as stated in our baptism vows. And I do trust that God gives me that power to do this work.] 
 
There is a powerful and haunting story that Kentucky farmer and author Wendell Berry tells in his book, “The Hidden Wound” 
about recognizing his own family’s spread of institutionalized hatred. 
 
Berry said his great-grandfather owned a few slaves, “but he treated them well.” So, when one of his slaves “became too defi-
ant and rebellious to do anything with,” his great grandfather was faced with a choice. He could use violence personally to-
ward his slave as a way of trying to beat him back into submission (interpersonal level hatred), or he could invoke the institu-
tional violence of slavery by selling the slave to someone more able or willing than himself to enact the necessary cruelty. 
 
Berry writes that his great grandfather was a rather mild and gentle man by nature, and so he was unwilling to commit person-
al violence against his slave. Instead he accepted the institutional violence as a sort of refuge. He sold his “rebellious slave” to 
another man who would beat him. 
 
This is one example of “when the system does our hate for us.” 
 
Of course, today the system of slavery is outlawed. And as a result of the courageous work of those during the civil rights era, 
the Jim Crow segregation laws are also outlawed. 
 
But has the germ of racism been outlawed? Dr. Batts says, “You can’t outlaw a germ!” 
 
There is on-going work to do to recognize the way that systems are very much still doing our hatred (our racism) for us. And as 
human beings who bear the image of God, we have a moral responsibility to see them and act in ways that lead to healing. 
 
So let me share one example of recognizing one of my own “not so obvious to me” acts of hatred. This is a way, I realize now, I 
have let the system do my hatred (racism) for me. 
 
I grew up in the south. My family traces our roots through South Carolina, Georgia and North Florida. (Thank you mom for your 
amazing genealogical work over many years!) 
 
I have many ancestors who fought for the Confederate States of America, and while not all of them owned slaves personally, 
they all fought (and died) for a cause that is institutionally racist. 
 
In his Cornerstone Speech of 1861, Alexander Stevens (Vice President of the Confederate States of America) says quite plainly: 
“Our new government is founded upon exactly the opposite idea [of equality of races]; its foundations are laid, its cornerstone 
rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery subordination to the superior [white] race 
is his natural and normal condition. This, our new government, is the first, in the history of the world, based upon this great 
physical, philosophical, and moral truth.” 
 
I personally could not disagree with that more. And, I was not taught that this was at the core of what the Confederate flag 
represents. 

    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
(Continued On Next Page) 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gracestaugustine.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7bcae09fcd4c4903fefc08d7d7f037b6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637215299337365906&sdata=R9y8FWQg43HSwHb3zok2MsMjHZ%2FONN1YeUwIEmnvdQI


Thank you Mr. Dennis for taking the time to make 

our kids & their families a wooden flag for the 4th 

of July holiday!  We know it must have been hard 

work to cut out each board, sand the edges to 

make them smooth, draw the lines, and drill the 

holes for hanging!  We really   

appreciate your kindness and can’t wait to get 

them painted and hung up on our front porches!  

Thank you!! 

Thank You, Mr. Dennis! 
 

(Continued From Previous Page)  

 
 

 
I guess when I was hanging the Confederate flag in my room as an elementary boy, I was celebrating the way Bo and Luke 
Duke from the Dukes of Hazzard TV show were doing donuts and high-flying jumps across rivers in their Dodge Charger. I put 
a Confederate flag on my bike, named it the General Lee, and imagined I was doing those donuts and jumps. 
 
I guess when I visited all the Confederate historic sites on family vacations growing up, and when I look at the monuments 
with the names of the men who fought for the Confederacy, I was visiting family - the family that made my life possible. The 
family who taught me to say “Yes Ma’am” and “Yes Sir.” To hold the door for people. To go to church on Sunday. To work 
hard. To eat my vegetables. And so on... 
 
What I didn’t realize until now is that my heritage bears a deep and hidden wound - a legacy of dehumanizing people with 
black and brown skin. 
 
I do not want to continue this legacy. I’m not interested in disowning my family or denying the hidden wound. I am interested 
in a future for my children, your children and their children in which everyone’s humanity is appreciated and celebrated. 
 
The Confederate flag is no longer a symbol that I will display in my home, on my bike, on my car. I now see clearly that this 
flag carries a covert and overt message to my sisters and brothers with black and brown skin. The message is - you don’t 
matter as much as I matter. 
 
I do not believe that personally, and if I do not believe that personally, then I will also not stand by silent and uninvolved 
while institutional monuments to my family members who fought for this cause “do my hatred, my racism, for me” in the 
public square. 
 
It is stunning to me now that I, as a white person who bears the image of God together with my black and brown brothers 
and sisters, would wait one more second before removing them to museums or cemeteries where they belong. It is stunning 
to me now that city leaders would continue to require black citizens tax dollars to support the presence and maintenance of 
Confederate monuments that glorify the dehumanization of those same citizens. 
 
The way I see it now, using my power to overlook and ignore these monuments in our public square is essentially the same 
thing that Wendell Berry’s well-meaning, mild and gentle great grandfather did when he was unwilling to be violent to his 
slave personally. He abandoned him to a system that would do his hating, violence and racism for him. 
 
To ignore these monuments and let them stand in our public square in the name of “remembering our history” is a choice to 
let the system do my racism for me. 
 
I can not erase the legacy of this hidden wound. All I can do is be more truthful about it and trust that there is a God of grace 
whose good pleasure it is to bring healing to both the oppressor and the oppressed - a God who indeed believes that hate is 
wrong at every level. Period. 
 
[Update: The St Augustine City Commissioners voted 3-2 on Monday June 22 to relocate the Confederate Veterans Memorial 
to private property. The Confederate Monument to General Loring, managed by the State and University of Florida still stands 
in our city’s public square.] 

 

Free Resources From The Upper Room 

Morning Prayer with The Upper Room via Facebook Live, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 11 a.m. (CT). These 
guided prayer experiences are archived so you may join us at your convenience if you miss it live. 

 
Resources for Spiritual Wellness in Anxious Times. For navigating the pandemic, this link makes available to you a robust 
list of timely practices—for individuals and families as well as your faith leaders. Included are digital devotionals, videos, 
eCourses, podcasts, etc., all of which can be accessed and distributed free of charge to everyone in your congregation.   

Resources for the Spiritual Work of Overcoming Racism. For addressing the spiritual virus of racism that continues to tear 
our society apart, we’re compiling and adding more content each week to this list of helpful resources. Included is my blog 
which sets the context for the formational work of anti-racism—Reaching In, Reaching Up, Reaching Out: The Spiritual Work 
of Overcoming Racism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PDF File of the July/August issue of The Upper Room is available to our standing order churches. Because you are a paid 
subscriber, we want to provide this service to you since we realize many readers are currently reticent or unable to pick up 
their copy of the devotional guide because of the virus or closed church office. We encourage you to freely share the PDF as 
a gift with everyone in your congregation. 

https://www.facebook.com/UpperRoomCenter
https://www.upperroom.org/covid-19
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/the-spiritual-work-of-overcoming-racism
http://www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches


Prayers For And With The People of Grace UMC 
         
Names remain listed here for 30 days. After which time, they are included in "all unspoken names." 

Prayers requested for: 
Those who work in healthcare. 
Those laid off/businesses closed. 
Those vulnerable to COVID-19 because of pre-existing conditions. 
Those who are lonely due to COVID-19 isolating in hospitals, nursing homes, older adults at home, those who are in prison and 
    those who live in areas where physical distancing is not possible. 
Those fighting COVID-19. 
Celebrating the ways the Stay-at-Home order is an opportunity for people to be with their families as well as explore, practice, 
    and grow in faith together. 
For cities, towns and communities as stay at home orders are lifted and businesses slowly re-open. 
 
We pray for: 
Unspoken Names, for the world, for our Church, for All Lives, for First Responders, for Law Enforcement, and for our Military. 
 
Individual Prayer Needs . . . 
  
Marie Russo - prayers for that phone call from Mayo with word that they have a liver for Stan 
 
Larry (son of Barbara & L.H. McColskey) and Jennifer McColskey. Larry diagnosed with colon cancer. 
 
Doris Arzberger (mother of Robin Lipp, co-worker of Bernie Namie) COPD 
 
Shirley MacMullen (recovering from a fall) 
 
Jill Holder 
 
John Flynt 
 
Tom Bevilacqua (brother of Rich Bevilacqua) in Houston recovering at home from an automobile accident 
 
Sarah Arthur (sister of Anita Madigan) 
 

Allegro: Betty Fleming 
Brookdale: Lovie Fox 
Bartram Crossing Skilled Nursing: Wanda Qualman 
Moultrie Creek Nursing and Rehab Center: Maria Schineller 
Bayview: Rose Ponder 
The Ponce: Natalie Barnard, Elaine Hanni 
Bayview Pavilion: Elaine Edwards 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berge                                                                                                                                                                                   

Birthdays In The Month  Of  July 
 
1st James Madigan  
      MarthaYamnitz 
3rd Rich Bevilacqua 
4th Carolyn Williamson 
7th Maxine Martin 
8th Ben Carlson,  
      Jessy Carlson 
12th Wanda Qualman 
17th Marcia Urtiaga 
18th Jeff Earnshaw 
19th Lynn Anderson 
21st Sylvia Long 
23rd Robert Pohle, Jr. 
27th Linda Ringwood 
29th Jane Duckworth  
      Bernie Namie 
30th Eileen Holden 

Anniversaries In The Month 
Of July 

 
8th Tim & Jan Tillotson 
22nd Bill & Cindy Amy 
 
 
 

All GUMC Offices Closed Except Main Office 
 
The Main Church Office will remain open from 8 am—4 pm, Monday—Friday. 
If you are in need of anything, please give me a call 904-829-8272/office or email me at 
office@gracestaugustine.org  
Continue to stay safe! Take care and God bless! Peggy Namie, Office Administrator 
Peggy Namie will be on vacation Monday, July 20th—24th. 

ALL GUMC Offices will be CLOSED on Friday, July 3rd in observance of the 4th of July Holiday. 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

 
→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
        BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
            July 5th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday,  July 1st  
            July 12th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, July 8th 

            July 19th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, July 15th 
            July 26th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, July 22nd 
            August 2nd bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, July 29th 
→Newsletter Submissions 
         FOR THE August 2020 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES -  

             submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm  on Thursday, July 16th  (EARLIER DEADLINE ! )  

Altar Flowers for July 
 
July 5th—Karen Bradley 
July 12th—Frank & Judy Riggle 
July 19th—Naomi Menser 
July 26th—Frank & Judy Riggle 

If your name is not listed in the birthdays or  
anniversaries and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone 904-829-8272  
or email office@gracestaugustine.org . Thank you! 



Community Groups and Committee Meetings In July 
 
Seekers Sunday School Class—Meeting via Zoom on Sundays at 9:15 am 
    https://zoom.us/j/806127553 
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,806127553# 
Bible in a Year 2020—Meeting via Zoom on Sundays at 10:00 am 
    https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 935 7254 3694 
    Password: 015098 
    One tap mobile +16468769923,,93572543694#,,#,,015098# 
Biscuit Boyz - Men’s Group—Meeting via Zoom on Mondays at 9 am 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9513014547?pwd=L09Zc3RjNWI2TzhRdDkvdHBaaTBQdz09 
    Meeting ID: 951 301 4547 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 
Staff—Meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays at 10 am 
Upper Room Prayer Circle—Meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays at 10 am 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88261675711 
    Meeting ID: 882 6167 5711 
    One tap mobile   19292056099,,88261675711# 
Community Conversations—Meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays at 12:00 - 1:15 pm 
    https://zoom.us/j/96076302991 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,96076302991# 
Youth—Meeting via Zoom on Wednesdays: July 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th at 5 pm—6 pm 
    https://zoom.us/j/98772111241 
    Meeting ID: 987 7211 1241 
 
Trustees—Meeting via Zoom on Monday, July 13th at 5 pm (2nd Monday of each month) 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81077825056 
    Meeting ID: 810 7782 5056 
    One tap mobile    +19292056099,,81077825056# 
Church Council—Meeting via Zoom on Thursday, July 16th at 6:30 pm (3rd Thursday of each month) 
    https://zoom.us/j/93624443042 
    Meeting ID: 936 2444 3042 
    One tap mobile   +19292056099,,93624443042# 
Finance Committee—Meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, July 21st  at 1:30 pm 
    https://zoom.us/j/96189493639?pwd=dWJjazdUT1A3RIFSaVdtVTM1akhnQT09     
    Meeting ID: 961 8949 3639 
    Password: 037236 
     One tap mobile   +19292056099,,96189493639#,,#,037236# 
 
Dining With Dignity—meal served outside at 6 pm on Friday, July 17th. For more information , contact  
     Mike Osgood (904– 377-4706) 
 
Women of Grace—NOT MEETING UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 
Busy Fingers—NOT MEETING UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE—Contact Vee Markel budvee@bellsouth.net  
    Busy Fingers members will be working from home. If you know of someone that is ill or needs comforting, feel free to take 
    a Prayer Shawl from the Wesley Room.  Please leave a note with your name and date and who is receiving it.   
 
Bible Tales For Tots—NOT MEETING UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  
 

 

Moving Up! 
We are so proud of our kids that have been part of our Grace UMC Children’s Ministry!  But now that they are moving 
into Middle School, they are also moving from the Children’s Ministry into the Youth Ministry at Grace.  We want to 
acknowledge how much we love them and are so very proud of them!  Congratulations future faith leaders!!! 

Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry page on our church  
website.  www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children 
Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our Children’s Ministry  
Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

 Grace Kids & Sunday Groups 
AKA: FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

We will continue to create video lessons for our fami-
lies to access online through our church website, chil-
dren’s Facebook page, and by email. During the month 
of July, we will be studying the stories of Lepers in the 
Bible. Stories of their healing & thankfulness, their 
lives, and Jesus reaction vs the community reaction.  

Our Grace families served our church in 

June with a special Father’s Day delivery!  

Find Us Online! 

Not Pictured Dolan Simmerson 

Cora Erb 

Hannah Brown 

Dylan Sanchez Owen Rieder Ellie Earnshaw 

Max Mooneyham Emma Carr Joseph Salim 

Unto 

Others 

https://zoom.us/j/806127553
tel:+19292056099,,806127553%23
https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09
tel:+16468769923,,93572543694%23
https://zoom.us/j/96076302991
tel:+19292056099,,96076302991%23


Happy 90th Birthday to Bob Meade...June 1, 2020 

 

GUMC Choir practicing  for recordings while social distancing... 


