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       “In GOD we trust!”                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                          Staff:  
 
                                                                                              Revs. David & Carolyn Williamson, Co-Lead Pastors   

               Peggy Namie, Office Administrator   
               Nataliya Birmingham, Church Treasurer  
               Mike Sanflippo, Music Director   
               Barbara Polomsky, Organist             
               Martha Yamnitz, Children’s Ministry  Director  
               Cindy Graham, Nursery Attendant Coordinator  
               Austin Davis, Sound Technician  
               Bob Rusin, Property Maintenance Manager   

                                                                                              Barbara McColskey, Deaf Interpreter  
                                                              

Our Mission Offering for the month of JULY is: 
                                                     Spring of Life (our sister church) in Cuba 

                                                              (more information inside the newsletter)       

                         Please mark your envelope “Mission Offering for the month of July” when giving.  

 

Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are sent out via email unless you request otherwise. 
Printed copies of Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are available at the church  

or via mail (upon request). You may also view the newsletter at gracestaugustine.org.   

       JULY  2019 

What’s Happening at Grace? 
 

The month of June was busy at Grace! It 
began with the Florida UMC Annual  
Conference held on the campus of  
Florida Southern College. Larry and Anne 
Bishop went as delegates from Grace. 
Larry wrote the following: 
 
Anne and I had the privilege of  
attending the 2019 Annual Conference in  
Lakeland during the first week of June. It 
was a joy to open the conference  
singing, “O For a Thousand Tongues to 
Sing” with more than a thousand 
loud Christian voices! Our  
major responsibility was to elect  
delegates to the General Conference and 
the Jurisdictional Conference, 
a process that is done every 4 years.  
  
As a statewide body of Lay Leaders and 
Clergy (over 1200 total), we elected 8 
clergy and 8 lay persons to General  
Conference, 8 clergy and 8 laity to attend 
Jurisdictional Conference (where we 
elect bishops), and an additional 7 clergy 
and 7 laity to serve as reserves.  All 46 of 
the delegates elected identify as  
centrists and progressives who are  
opposed to the Traditional Plan that was 
passed at the special session in Missouri 
last February. Several other conferences 
across the US have had similar results in 
their elections, and there are more  
Annual Conferences to come in the next 
few weeks. This position reflects the 
overall United States voting position 
from the February General Conference.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Below are other highlights of the  
conference. 
• 52 persons were Ordinated,  
Commissioned and Licensed. 
• $37,000 was contributed to the  
Bishop's Offering in order to start a new 
church within the Lowell Correctional 
Institute in Reddick and the  
revitalization of FAMU Wesley in  
Tallahassee 
• 301 Fresh Expressions in Florida are 
now underway and we chartered a new 
church (Good Samaritan UMC in  
Tallahassee). 
• 14 new churches became involved 
in the ZOE project (an Orphan Ministry in 
Africa) and over 1,000 children have  
entered the program. A New Challenge 
Grant of $42,000 will hopefully double 
the number of children supported by 
ZOE. 
• Apportionment giving increased last 
year and we reduced our 2020 Budget to 
return more resources to the local 
churches to make Disciples of Christ. 
• A new ministry plan for Latino/Latina 
ministries was enthusiastically approved 
after moving testimonies from our  
Latino/Latina ministers.  
 
June 9 began a new worship schedule for 
the summer. We have two services at 
9am (contemporary) and 11am 
(traditional). This allows for a gathering 
time beginning at 10am. There is a group 
called Common Ground that meets in the 
Wesley Room- all ages  are welcome. 
During this time we get to know one  
another, we are led in a centering prayer 
exercise, we hear testimony from one or 
two people, and we have a  
learning/dialogue time led by the  
pastors.  
 

 
This will continue through  
September when we will evaluate how 
the worship schedule change is going. 
 
We also commissioned new Stephen 
Ministers in worship on June 9  
(see inside for more details on that).  
 
The week of June 10-15 we welcomed 
105 children to Vacation Bible School! 
What a joy it was to join together with 
our friends from First UMC and share the 
love of Christ to the community. Many 
thanks to our youth and adult  
volunteers! And of course our fabulous 
children’s ministry director Martha  
Yamnitz who helped pull it all together.  
 
On June 16 we prayed for our nine  
children and youth that were heading off 
to Warren Willis UMC Youth Camp in 
Leesburg. Your offerings throughout the 
year helped send them to camp and they 
all had a great week. The Methodist 
youth camp has been operating in 
Leesburg for over 70 years. Thank you 
for helping our kids go to camp! 
 
As we move forward into summer we 
will be exploring Forgiveness in a sermon 
series. Join us as we grow in God’s vision 
to be “A church for all generations-  
making disciples for the transformation 
of the world”.  
 

Pastors Carolyn & Dave Williamson 
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GRACE NOTES  



Circle Of Concern 
Please pray for: all unspoken prayer requests, Grace United Methodist Church, all branches of Law  
Enforcement & First Responders, all Military, Phyllis Reed Adzima, Heidi Howard, Patricia Ferraro, Nancy Williamson,  
Mike Osgood, Peggy Namie 
 
Allegro: Betty Fleming 
Bayview: Elaine Frenzke 
Bayview—The Pavilion: Elaine Edwards 
Brookdale: Lovie Fox 
Brooks at Bartram Crossing Rehab: Linda Evans                               
Moultrie Creek Nursing & Rehab Center: Maria Schineller 
The Ponce: Mary Lou Brusaw 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger 
 
In The Military: Maj. Will Bermeo, Lt. Christopher Bordino-US Navy, Jacob Bradley, M Sgt. Kat Brumfield-US Air Force, Bran-
don Burnette-US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, ISC Ray LeMieux, SSgt. Miles  
Massey/USAF-OSI, Brian Riggenbach, MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark Spurling, Jr., Jason Strohmetz, 
Thessalomica Vila-Navy, Tom Wetmore, John Young, Jr., Haley Parks St. John, USAF, Adam Martinez-US Navy, Brian Sousa, 
Ashley St. Johns, USAF 
 
PLEASE NOTE If you have a friend or a loved one in the military, please send in their picture and their rank to be placed on 
the bulletin board in the Breezeway Hallway. You may drop off at the Office Monday—Friday 9 am —3 pm or mail or email to 
office@gracestaugustine.org 

The Stephen Ministry Corner— 

 
On Sunday, June 9, 2019, we commissioned 5 new Stephen Ministers. Absent from the group on Sunday, was Monica Biroc 
who was unable to attend. She will be commissioned later. In order to serve as a Stephen Minister, one must attend 50 hours 
of training, which includes learning about confidentiality, dealing with grief, setting boundaries, compassionate listening, and 
much more. Each of these wonderful women attended training faithfully and are now ready to give Christian care to  
someone going through a difficult time. As a reminder Stephen Ministers give care one on one with someone of the same  
gender. The relationship usually lasts about a year, but can be less or more depending on the need of the care receiver. This is 
a beautiful caring ministry here at Grace UMC. If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time, call a pastor or 
one of us on the Stephen Leader team. We don’t want anyone walking alone.  
                                                                                        Your Stephen Leadership Team 
                                                                   Sue Amole (904-553-8536; samole2013@gmail.com) 
                                                                  Roger Carlson (240-483-7183; revrogerj@yahoo.com) 
                                                                  Marie Russo (804-712-3712; mqrusso71@gmail.com) 
                                                                   Stan Russo (804-243-1814; stanrusso46@gmail.com) 

Newly commissioned Stephen Ministers: 
Left to right: Caroline Ejogo-Adeshola, Luann Peck, Anita Madigan, Hilda Thompson, and Pennie LaFon. 

Monica Biroc not pictured. 

Mark Your Calendars NOW! 

Grace UMC’s Annual Night’s of Lights Big Red Christmas Train Ride will be Tuesday, December 10th at 7 p.m. (Train leaves at 
7:10 p.m.) The cost will be $12 per adult and $5.50 per child. A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall.  
Sign-up will begin Sunday, November 10th. Last day to sign-up and pay will be Sunday, December 8th. 
 

PRAYER CARDS 

Prayer Cards are located in each of the pew pockets. Please complete the cards in their entirety and place them in the  
Offering Plates. The Upper Room Prayer Circle gathers every Tuesday to pray and to write prayers and words of encourage-
ment for those that prayers have been requested for. 

Women Of Grace 
 
Our summer meetings will be held on July 11th and August 8th. For the 
meetings in July and August we will be reading and sharing Psalms. 
Please remember that we make desserts for Dining with Dignity. (July 19th 
will be cobblers and August 16th will be brownies.) 
I hope you all are doing well. If not, please let me know, so we might 
pray. Please join us for our meetings, if you are so led. 
See you! 
Mildred Thomas  

mailto:samole2013@gmail.com
mailto:revrogerj@yahoo.com
mailto:mqrusso71@gmail.com
mailto:stanrusso46@gmail.com


If your name is not listed in the birthdays or anniver-
saries and it should be, please contact Peggy Namie in 
the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email 

JULY Birthdays 
 
1st James Madigan, Martha Yamnitz 
3rd Rich Bevilacqua 
4th Carolyn Williamson 
7th Maxine Martin 
8th Ben Carlson, Jesse Carlson 
12th Wanda Qualman 
17th Marcia Urtiaga 
18th Jeff Earnshaw 
19th Lynn Anderson 
21st Sylvia Long 
23rd Robert Pohle 
27th Linda Ringwood 
29th Jane Duckworth, Bernie Namie 
30th Eileen Holden 

JULY Anniversaries 

 
8th Tim & Jan Tillotson 
22nd Bill & Cindy Amy 

Altar Flowers  
The 2019 Altar Flower sign-up calendar is located to the right of the sanctuary as you enter from the street. 

Sign-up for the date/s that are meaningful to you: birthdays, anniversaries, in memory of, in honor of,   

in appreciation of , or just because you want to add to the beauty of the sanctuary on a Sunday morning. 

You are welcome to take the flowers after the 11 am service or if you leave them, the Care Team will 
divide and distribute them to our Homebound members.  
  
The altar flowers are $30 total for the two arrangements. Make the check out to GUMC. In the memo line write altar  
flowers and the date that you have signed up for. 
Please fill out a form located below the calendar and place it, along with payment, in the offering plate or turn into the  
Office. 

JULY Altar Flowers 

7th — Available 
14th—Available 
21st—Naomi Menser 
28th —Available 
 

Check Signers Needed 

Check signers are needed. All that is required of you is to come in once a week on Thursdays at 1 pm to sign 
checks. If you are available and interested, please contact:  
Pam Noble gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or 
Nataliya Birmingham finance@gracestaugustine.org 

JULY Communion Servers 
 
    Lanny Linn 
    Margaret Mosca 
    Donna Ruhsam 
    Harry Ruhsam 

JULY Ushers 
 
9 am  Jack Amole, Anne Bishop, Larry Bishop, Karen Mathis, Betty Power, Tom Power 
 
11 am  
  July 7th: Gary Hare, Shirley Hare, Caleb Jarrard, Paul Merritt, Carol Vander Wal 
  July 14th: Lanny Linn, Claude Caviness, Richard Gibson, Connie Long, Margaret Mosca, Linda Ringwood, Tom Ringwood 
  July 21st: Lynn Miller & Caleb Jarrard, Richard Gibson, Richard MacMullen, Shirley MacMullen 
  July 28th: Paula Merritt, Richard Gibson, Darlene Hiebert, Jim Hiebert, Art Holden, Chris Larocque 
   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome all Finance Committee Team Members and Trustees Committee Team Members to a Finance/
Trustees Training. This training will involve all aspects of Finance and Trustees. 
 
This training will take place on the following dates and locations: 

 November 12, 2019 - 7-9 PM @ San Marco UMC (formerly Swaim Memorial UMC), 1620 Naldo Ave,  
      Jacksonville, FL 32207 
 
 November 13, 2019 - 7-9 PM @ Emmanuel UMC, 700 Main St, Palatka, FL 32177 
 
Please sign up to attend. There is no cost to attend, but please register so we can prepare accordingly for the 
trainings.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The district superintendent will conduct SPRC Training on December 10 @ Garden City UMC, 3057 Dunn Avenue,  
Jacksonville & December 12, 2018 @ First UMC, 205 N Pine St, Bunnell from 7-9 p.m. Both trainings will 
take place in the sanctuary. 
 
We ask that all SPRC chairs/committee members attend one of these trainings, especially if they will be new to 
their position in January 2020. As a reminder to you, S/PPRCs ARE NOT authorized to take a vote on whether 
their pastor should remain or move unless you specifically receive permission from the district superintendent. 
Clergy are also welcome to attend. 
 
This training is free to attend, but please register so we can plan for you. 
 
 

 

North East District Calendar Of Upcoming Training Events  
Mark your calendar now... 

https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!xxtZT-66ExzOsUOiNQ6VN01MiuPsUeNioeW57tpeqIQuBt83cciXhsZ+bX5lrIG2g
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!L-nWFV2t85n711brxWiCdUPuuvKsPjRzN0i58VGTYPk0SqmLvhDIoKqpKHe1jqMvw
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!L-nWFV2t85n711brxWiCdUPuuvKsPjRzN0i58VGTYPk0SqmLvhDIoKqpKHe1jqMvw
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!zPU07f4-et74eS4ChY-z6QA3upntU43zxFKGZLktengizofgsBttLh38HouLb-rKg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!x1RhG8POcm8DJZNwfVdEo2aL4-Hi0bvdLPd0ZjnCm7QMKV+3lULqsa2C3uPOR6DwM


  

 

 

Dining With Dignity 
 
The JULY Dining with Dignity date is Friday, July 19th (third Friday of the month) at 6 pm. 
You are invited to come help do any of the following: set-up, prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal.  
If you are interested, contact Mike Osgood, 904-377-2686.   

Meetings In JULY 
    • Trustees Meeting—  Monday, July 8th at 7 pm, Wesley Room 
    • Finance Committee Meeting— Tuesday, July 23rd at 1:30 pm in Room #2 (Note time change) 
    • Church Council Meeting— Not meeting in July/ next meeting will be August 22nd at 6:30pm 

                                             ALL meetings at the church are open for anyone to attend.   
                                          For SPRC meetings, please call the church office in advance. 

 
It’s not too early to start buying Back to School supplies! School starts Tuesday, August 12th. 
We will be collecting school supplies again this year. 

Mission For The Month of JULY 
                
Grace UMC has supported Spring of Life Methodist Church in Cuba for many years. The Spirit has been moving! Pastor Kimy 
and the church have been able to purchase their fifth building to allow the church to expand and they now worship over 250 
each week. In the spring Dr. Jeanne Prickett, president of the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind,  visited Spring of Life and 
was so impressed that the school has adopted Spring of Life as one of their outreach projects as well. How great that God 
has worked so powerfully in our community to bring us all together for Kingdom building! Your donations for the month of 
July will help Spring of Life plant a new congregation that just began worship.   
 
 

Volunteer Opportunities At Grace 
 
We need people for the following positions: 
1. Sunday school teachers (preschool or kindergarten) 
2. Run the slideshow in church either service 
3. Members for the Stewardship Committee  
If you are interested please contact Volunteer Coordinator, Bonnie Brockbbrock6390@gmail.com or call text 904 4368733. 
If you need more information about the role you would play I will get you in touch with the team leader to discuss if this is 
the right position for you. 
Thank you in advance for your commitment in serving. 
And thanks to all the current volunteers who help this church run smoothly and who have answered the call to serve. 
May God bless you. Bonnie Brock 

Farewell & Best Wishes... 
 
We are sad to see Maddy Dittmer leave us as she pursues her master’s degree in Media and Communication Studies at  
Florida State University in Tallahassee, FL. She will be working as a Graduate Assistant for the department.  
Her new address is: 
    1375 Pullen Road 
    Apt #423-1 
    Tallahassee, FL 32303 
Farewell and best wishes! God bless you in your new journey in life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE “THANK YOU!” ISSUE 
The kids & Martha have so many reasons to thank the members & attenders of 

Grace UMC!  Supporting VBS with your donations, volunteering your time, praying 
for us & the children, inviting children and more!  We also really appreciate your fi-
nancial support of our children going to Summer Camp at the Warren Willis Camp 

making it affordable for our families.  So this is our “THANK YOU!” issue and we do 
thank you so very much!  

Your support 

is changing 

lives! 

Thank You! 

Children’s Ministry Weekly Summer Schedule 

Sunday—Sunday School at 9:00am and 11:00am, Unto Others 10:15-10:50am 

Wednesday—Wednesday at the Park 5:00pm—6:30pm 

Friday—Bible Tales for Tots 10:30am—11:30am 

mailto:bbrock6390@gmail.com


Reporting For The Month Of MAY- 
 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 
        Children’s Ministries                                    $     1,341 
        Youth Room Renovation                             $     2,000 
        Youth Ministries                                           $        487 
        Dinner Church                                               $        710 
        Kids’ Camp                                                     $        525 
 
In JUNE: 
    Dining With Dignity did not serve in June 

Mission Offerings: YTD 

    Spring of Life Cuba     $        

    Transportation     $           

    Youth Mission Trip     $        

    Rise Against Hunger     $           

    Florida Conference     $        939     

    Panua (Inua)       $          

    FL UM Children’s Home     $     1,628   

    Young Life Capernaum     $         

    CCW                                         $          

    Warren Willis Summer Camp     $       

    St. Francis House     $       109 

    CareFest                                                               $        

    Grace Student Singers Scholarships                                             $    1, 020   

Office Hours:         ALL GUMC OFFICES ARE CLOSED ON Thursday, July 4th 

                                                         The office hours for Grace United Methodist Church are:  
           Main Office: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8 am—3 pm 
                              Tuesday, Thursday 9 am—3 pm/Peggy Namie—Office Administrator 
                                                          office@gracestaugustine.org 
       Finance Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 am—4 pm/Nataliya Birmingham—Church Treasurer 
                                                          finance@gracestaugustine.org 

                                                        

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
        BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:     
             July 7th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Tuesday, July 2nd (NOTE CHANGE IN DAY) 
             July 14th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, July 10th             
             July 21st bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, July 17th 
             July 28th bulletin—submissions are due by  2 pm Wednesday, July 24th   
             August 4thth bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm Wednesday, July 31st 
             

 →Newsletter Submissions FOR THE AUGUST ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES ARE DUE BY 2 pm on Friday, July 19th 
NO LATE SUBMISSIONS ACCEPTED!  

Thank you! 

Did You Know You Can Give To Grace 
UMC Online Or By Text? 
 
Visit the church website gracestaugustine.org and 
click “Give Online.”  Or you can text an amount to 
904-717-4772 and then follow the instructions to 
designate your contribution to the general, capital 
or missions budgets. This is one way you can stay 
consistent with your commitment to financially 
support the ministries of Grace Church. 
 
With online and text giving you can still give even if 
you are out of town or on vacation. Thank you! 

Chancel Choir Summer Schedule 

The Chancel Choir continues their summer hiatus. Many thanks to each member who dedicates their time and talents to be in 

the choir. It is a wonderful group full of warm and caring people who love to lift their voice in songs of praise. The choir will be 

back the first Sunday of each summer month, then will return for weekly anthems and rehearsals in September. 

 
 

Community Conversations—Understanding Conversations 
 
Community Conversations meet at Grace on Tuesdays from 12:00 - 1:15 pm serve our  

community as a grace-filled, transformational table for moving closer to one another in the 
face of things that divide us. Lately we have been talking about the impact of race and learning 
ways we can be agents of reconciliation. There have been between 20-25 people at the  
gatherings including city leadership, concerned community residents, plus members of Grace 
and several other churches including St. Paul AME, Living Water Fellowship, and First UMC. The 
conversation is always open to new participants. This is a significant way in which Grace Church 
is both sharing the gospel of Jesus and being used of God to transform the world. 

Required Minimum Distributions 
 

If you are over 70 and a half years old, and have a Traditional IRA, you probably know about these. The IRS requires that you 
withdraw a certain amount each year from your account and include it in your taxable income. At tax time this year, many of 
you realized that with the new standard deduction your ability to itemize has been greatly reduced.  For those of you over 70 
1/2, there is still a way to make a tax advantaged donation to a qualified charity, like Grace United Methodist Church.  By  
utilizing a portion of your IRA required minimum distribution (RMD), you can donate directly to the church and avoid the  
income tax.  For example: 
·         Let’s say your RMD for this year is $7,000.  If you take the RMD directly, your taxed on it as if it were ordinary income.  If 
you’re in the 20% tax bracket, this would cause you to pay an additional $1,400 in taxes. 
·         For every $1,000 of your RMD that you donate directly to Grace United, you reduce your tax bill by $200! 
There are few rules to follow to make sure it’s done properly, but it’s not very complicated.  Since many people won’t be able 
to deduct their charitable donations in 2019, this provides an excellent way to save on your taxes and to help out our church! 
 
If you have questions, call your accountant, financial advisor or contact Pamela Noble at  
gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or Rich Bevilacqua at rich.bevilacqua@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
 

Bible Tales For Tots 
 
The Bible Tales for Tots meet Fridays at 10:30 am—11:30 am. This is a great space for children to release some energy and 
socialize.  Bible Tales for Tots is directed towards ages 0-3 but we can accommodate elementary ages as well.  This is a great 
opportunity for parents to come out and enjoy an hour of conversation. Questions?  
Contact Jessica Kroeger at mrsjkroeger@gmail.com or 904-540-6183. 

Companions In Christ 
 
The Companions in Christ group is taking a break for the summer. 
 

mailto:mrsjkroeger@gmail.com

