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    A Church for all generations, making disciples of next 
       generations for the transformation of the world.    

GRACE NOTES  
Our Mission Offering For The Month Of January—Pie in the Sky 
 
Pie in the Sky started in 2006 as a rural service center in Hastings, FL with a food pantry for farm workers. It has 
now expanded to provide food for homebound low-income seniors in St. John's County—most subsist on less 
than $750 Social Security per month. Pie in the Sky serviced 465 seniors as of April 2019 delivering food twice a 
month. Each month Pie in the Sky purchases nearly 4 tons of produce which is delivered by 50 volunteers all 
across the county.  
 
While the number of seniors in need continues to rise, so does the need for funding. Pie in the Sky delivers 
enough fresh produce along with other donated food items to last each senior a month. It 
costs Pie in the Sky $262.50 for one year of deliveries for one senior. There is no cost to the senior. Current-
ly, there is not enough room in the warehouse to store the non-perishable food items. Thus, funding is now need-
ed for an on-site storage facility.  
 

 

 

Thank You Grace Church! 
 
I’d love to sit down and share this with each of you personally, and I’d also like you all to know this more quickly 
than that approach would allow! I returned in December to co-lead pastoring at Grace UMC after three months of 
renewal leave. 
 
The first thing I want to say is thank you for supporting me in this much needed time away after 25 years of  
pastoral ministry. This extended sabbath was a profound gift for me in many ways - more than I’ll be able to share 
here. 
 
It was valuable for me to simply “be” and not “be doing” - at least not in the same way I’d “been doing.” It was 
liberating to realize that while all the work I do and have done is good, life goes on just fine without me too. God 
is good! 
 
I really found a lot of joy in supporting the preacher (my wife Carolyn)! We have always served as co-lead pastors. 
So this was the first time she has been lead pastor and I’ve had the opportunity to support her by keeping the 
house and laundry clean, having dinner ready when she got home and things like that. I loved that! 
 
I also loved being able to spend three weeks with my mom and dad. I hadn’t done something like that since I was 
in college. This gave me a chance to see more closely what life is like for them these days as they face challenges 
of cancer, Parkinson’s and aging. This was a beautiful chance for me to practice what I preach about building  
community where differences are recognized, understood, appreciated and included. 
 
One of my dad’s regular refrains these days is, “It’s tough to get old, son!” And as he limps around in the morning 
with arthritis and sciatic pain he will often say, “See what you have to look forward to, Dave?” I would regularly 
see him lament his loss of ability. His mind is still willing and his body just isn’t able to do what he used to.  At one 
point as we were putting together some rolling cabinets to organize his garage he just laid the screw gun down 
and said, “These damn arthritic hands can’t do anything.”  I didn’t know what to say. 
 
Later, I was sitting with that experience and my journal, using a practice that the spiritual director I met with 12 
times during renewal leave had suggested that I try on.  I started to write down appreciation for my dad’s “damn 
arthritic hands” using my non-dominant hand (my left hand). It turned into a poem that I plan to share with him 
for Christmas. 
 
This time of renewal leave reminded me again that my calling is to follow Jesus. I am deeply drawn to the kind of 
community Jesus’ love, grace and resurrection hope makes possible. Once again, I am ready to embrace the joy 
and mystery of that journey. Thank you so much Grace Church for supporting me in this good work! 
 
Love, Pastor David 
 

 
 

GUMC Main Office Hours                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Main Office is open Monday—Friday, 8 am—4 pm. 
If you are in need of anything, please give Peggy Namie a call at 904-829-8272/office or  
email her at office@gracestaugustine.org  
 
Offices will be CLOSED Monday, January 10th—Friday, January 15th  
    (Peggy out of town) and Monday, January 17th (MLK Jr’s birthday observance) 
Phone messages will be monitored during these times. 
 



Stephen Ministry Corner: 
 
May God’s grace and peace be upon you in 2022 and beyond! 
We will begin 2022 with the following reflections of Stephen Ministry written by Pennie 
LaFon , a Stephen Minister here at Grace: 
 
My husband Tom and I have been members of Grace for three years. 
I am a lifelong member of the United Methodist Church and over the years have served as a 
Sunday School teacher for both children and adults, have served on SPRC, and have been 
president of UMW. Professionally I am a retired RN who worked in the mental health field. 
 
I had never heard of Stephen Ministry until joining Grace where I listened to a presentation 
made by one of the Stephen Ministry Leaders. In Matthew 22:36-39, Jesus speaks of the 2 
greatest commandments. Number 1 is to “love the Lord” and Number 2 is to “love one  
another”. I was drawn to Stephen Ministry as a way to serve and glorify God through loving 

service to others and joined the Sgtephen Ministry training in early 2019. 
 
Being in Stephen Ministry has brought me so many blessings and has truly enriched my life. My fellow Stephen  
Ministers are beautiful, devoted Christians who believe in a working discipleship for Christ. 
My care receivers are my greatest blessing. It’s just amazing when God allows me to show His love through actions 
toward others - the joy fills my heart and nourishes my soul. It is in giving Christ centered care to those who are 
struggling that I receive so much in return. 
 

When life “stuff” is happening, 
consider getting a Stephen Minister! 

. 
It’s a scary step to reach out for help. We all want to keep our private struggles private. Having a Stephen Minister 
can be the perfect opportunity for you to share your burdens with a trained, Christian caregiver in a safe place. 
Number one and of utmost importance is knowing that Stephen Ministry is a safe space and is completely  
confidential unless you choose to let others know. 
 
Having a Stephen Minister allows you to open your heart and mind, sharing yourself and situation without fear of 
judgment. Sharing your highest highs and lowest lows while allowing your Stephen Minister to be the listening ear, 
the comforter, the encourager. You can share laughter, hugs, tears of joy, tears of sadness, fears, anger, frustration, 
questions about faith, scripture, prayers, and hope, but most of all Christian Love! 
 
In Stephen Ministry, we emphasize that God is the Curegiver and we are His Caregivers. He allows us to share the 
love of Christ that is in our hearts with those who are willing to accept it. 
 
Give yourself the gift of letting go and letting God. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Pennie 
 
If you would like to learn more about Stephen Ministry, please contact: 

           Sue Amole 904-553-8536 

           Marva Warmington 314-602-9438 or 

           Marie Russo 804-712-3712 
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Birthdays In The Month Of January 
 
1st: Jim Gilliam 
3rd: Caryn Osemwenkhae 
4th: Roy Blake · Tommy D’Amico · Christina Lynn Richtu ·  
    Malcolm Robertson 
6th: Brad James 
7th: Titus Fowler  
8th: Hilda Thompson 
11th: Linda Smoyer 
12th: Marjorie Daugherty · John Kaiser · Kim Roberson · 
    Jeff Stevens 
13th: Rose Ponder · Ted Urtiaga 
18th: Michael Thomas 
20th: Lark James · Betty Power     
21st: Ashby Underhill 
26th: Maggie Broyhill 
27th: Karen Bradley 
31st: Steve Smoyer 

Anniversaries In The Month Of January 
 
1st: Doyne & Bonnie Lindgren-Holland 
8th: Frank & Judy Riggle 
22nd: Bob & Barbara Dennison 
26th: Randy & Norma Newland 
28th: Richard & Shirley MacMul-
len 
29th: Harry & Donna Ruhsam 

If your name is not listed in the “Birthdays” or “Anniversaries” and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org  
Thank you! 

Altar Flowers  
 
January 2nd—Available 
January 9th—Available  
January 16th—Available 
January 23rd—Available 
January 30th—Available 

 
 
The 2022 Altar Flower Calendar is located in the Office. 
Call the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy at 
office@gracestaugustine.org to sign up for providing 
flowers in the sanctuary.  
 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Saturday Church Wide Email Submissions DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
     EMAIL DATE THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
          January 1st Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, December 29th 
          January 8th AND 15th Church Wide Emails—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, January 5th         
          January 22nd Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, January 19th 
          January 29th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on  Wednesday, January 26th 
          February 5th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, 
February 2nd 
           
→Newsletter Submissions:  
         For February 2022 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES—2 pm on Thursday, January 20th  
                                    THANK YOU FOR YOUR OBSERVANCE OF THESE DEADLINES! 

Send submissions to Peggy Namie, Office Administrator 
office@gracestaugustine.org 

Prayers For and From Our Congregation 
 

Names remain listed here for 30 days, after which time they are included in “Unspoken Names”. 

We pray for the Unspoken Names, for our Church, for First Responders, for Law Enforcement, for our Military,   

    for all those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters, and the people of Afghanistan 

ALL Medical Staff – staff is stressed and weary due to the increased cases of COVID/Delta Variant 

    Many patients are unvaccinated and younger, including children. 

Families that are currently dealing with COVID  

 

INDIVIDUAL PRAYER NEEDS 

 

Victor who fell and is now in rehab, requesting prayer to keep his spirits up (brother of Lydia Hazen)   

For all those in tornados’ paths, as well as rescue and hospital workers who tend to the injured – requested 

    by Edwin Duckworth 

Ben Evans involved in an automobile accident/sustained injuries requiring surgery on December 6th (wife, 

    Linda) 

Ina Myers failing health (elderly aunt of Linda Evans) 

Mary Baughman recovering from surgery on December 9th 

Ava Jones (parents, Kym & Kevin/grandparents Trish & Jim Gilliam)  

Rosemary Nupp recovering from knee replacement surgery on December 8th 

Eddie Joyce Geyer at Bayview after sustaining a broken shoulder from a fall 

 

Bayview: Rose Ponder 

Cross Care Center: Elaine Hanni 

At home: Stan Russo • Wanda Qualman 

Salvation Army’s ANGEL TREE 2021                                                                                          
 
THANK YOU! 
 
Bonnie Altman: 
 altmanbon@hotmail.com or 
Mary Cummings:  
marydcummings@gmail.com 

2022 Tithe Envelopes 

 
If you are in need of Tithe Envelopes for 2022, please 
contact Peggy Namie in the Church Office, 904-829-
8272 or via email office@gracestaugustine.org 
 
Thank you for your continued  
support of Grace UMC! 
 
 
 

  

 

Youth Schedule for January 
 

Youth Group will meet on Wednesdays, 5 pm—6:15 pm in the Youth Room      
    January 12th, 19th, and 26th (NOT meeting on January 5th) 
  
Youth Sunday School will meet on Sundays:  
From 11 am—12 pm/noon in the Grace UMC Youth Room 
 

THANK YOU to Boy Scout Troop 243 and the 
Christmas Elves! 
                                                                                    
Grace UMC greatly appreciates all the helping 
hands of the Troop and its leaders in  
decorating our sanctuary for the Christmas 
holidays! 

Job well done! 
THANK YOU to the Elves -Roy Blake (BSA Troop) and Jeff Stevens 
(GUMC Building Maintenance Manager) who helped as well! 



Groups and Committee Meetings In January 
 
SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Sundays: January 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th at 9:30 am—10:30 am via 
Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/806127553?    
    pwd=YUw1V213OVJnUmpxUjAvS2l4ZUtuQT09 
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    Password: seekers 
    One tap mobile  19292056099,,806127553#,,,,*4838220# 
BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY—Sundays: January 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th at 9:30 am -  
    Meeting in-person & via Zoom   
    https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 935 7254 3694 
    Password: 015098 
    One tap mobile 16468769923,,93572543694#,,#,015098# 
BISCUIT BOYZ/Men’s Group—Mondays: January 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st at 9 am, Wesley Room & via Zoom   
    (NOT meeting on January 3rd) 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83795795360?pwd=YTI4VEpZNWITM2w5QzZKRIdRTzJ0Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 837 9579 5360 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 
BOY SCOUT TROOP #243—Mondays: January 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 25th at 6:30 pm, Brusaw Hall  
    TRUSTEES COMMITTEE—Monday, January 10th at 5 pm, Wesley Room 
UPPER ROOM PRAYER CIRCLE—Tuesdays: January 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th at 10 am, Wesley Room 
STAFF MEETINGS—Tuesdays: January 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th at 10 am, Fellowship Hall 
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS— Tuesdays: January 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th at 12 pm, via Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96076302991?pwd=eTIMNExGKzFKc2YwUDITV0UvUkVQUT09 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    Passcode: 254042 
    One tap mobile =19292056099,,96076302991#,,,,,,0#,,254042# 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING—Tuesday: January, Upstairs 
HANDBELLS—Wednesdays: January 5th, 12th,19th, and 26th at 6 pm 
CHANCEL CHOIR—Wednesdays: January 5th, 12th,19th, and 26th at 7 pm 
GRACE KIDS—Sundays: January 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th at 11:00 am—12 pm, Upstairs 
    Wednesdays:  January 12th, 19th, and 26th at 5 pm-6:30 pm, Upstairs (NOT meeting on the 5th) 
YOUTH—Sundays: January 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th at 11:00 am—12 pm, Upstairs 
   Wednesdays: January 12th, 19th, and 26th at 5 pm-6:15 pm, Upstairs (NOT meeting on the 5th) 
CHURCH COUNCIL—Thursday, January 20th at 6:30 pm—8 pm 
BIBLE TALES FOR TOTS—Fridays:  January 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th at 10:30 –11:30 am, Upstairs  
DINING WITH DIGNITY—meal served outside at 6 pm on Friday, January 21st (3rd Friday of the month) 
    For more information, contact Mike Osgood (904– 377-4706) 
 
As always, your attendance/participation is greatly appreciated in your support of the inner workings  of 

GUMC! 

     

 
     

 

 

Bible Tales for Tots is the name 

for our youngest children and 

their caregivers. This group 

meets on Friday mornings from 

10:30-11:30. We have an infant 

& toddler group where moms and caregivers get to share    

stories and support each other as the little ones play in our 

safe space.  We also have a preschool group which includes a 

story time, craft, snack and playtime for the little ones also   

allowing the moms and caregivers time to share and support 

each other. 

 

                                                Find Us Online! 
Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s 
Ministry page on our church website.  https://gracestaugustine.org/grow-in-faith/children  
 

Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids 
at our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

The most important thing we do for our families 
is provide opportunities for them to grow  
together as a family. Sharing beliefs and learning 
together is incredibly powerful and impacts the 
future of the entire family.  Each week, an email 
message is sent to each family with a link to a 
YouTube family Bible lesson that they can do   
together at home during the week. The weekly 
family lessons can also be found on the church 
website and the Children’s Ministry Facebook 
page—these links are all included below. Feel 
free to share these links with family or friends 
you have that would enjoy having a simple way 
to do family discipleship each week. 
 

 

 

We have children’s small group Bible study classes that meet 
during the 11:00 service. The Sunday Group teachers are all 
caring and dedicated adults who have completed training and 
background screening to provide a healthy & safe environ-
ment for all children. Children sit with their families in the 
sanctuary for a short time of wor-
ship and then are taken to their 
classrooms by the Sunday Group 
teacher and are returned to their 
parents in the sanctuary at the 
end of service. 
 

Happy New Year Church! 
Welcome to 2022! We wish you many, many wonderful blessings for this year! I thought for our January 
children’s ministry newsletter, I would remind everyone what we have available for our kids and families 
to help them grow in their faith and action. Of course, families are also encouraged to attend worship 
service together on Sundays at our 11:00 service.  Please share this information with friends or family 
who may be looking for an opportunity to grow together. 

SUNDAY KIDS GROUPS 

INFANTS & TODDLERS AT HOME MINISTRY 

Grace Kids is held every Wednesday from 5;00-
6:15 during the public school calendar year. 
Grace Kids is an active  Bible based program for 
kids ages 4 years—5th grade.  Caregivers drop 
kids off and we begin with some playtime outside 
before heading in for worship, 
bible study, prayer, games, 
crafts and free time to build 
friendships. Grace Kids is ac-
tive, fun, and allows our kids to 
learn while deepening friend-
ships with each other and with     
Jesus. 

GRACE KIDS WEDNESDAY 

https://gracestaugustine.org/grow-in-faith/children


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


