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Monthly Newsletter for Grace United Methodist Church  

    A Church for all generations, making disciples of next 
       generations for the transformation of the world.    

GRACE NOTES  
Our Mission Offering For The Month Of January—Florida United Methodist Children’s Home 
 

What is the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home? 
 

The Florida United Methodist Children’s Home was established as an orphanage in 1908 by Florida Methodists, 
and by the 1950’s had changed its major emphasis to caring for abused, abandoned, neglected or dependent  

children. Boys and girls are accepted without regard to race, creed or national origin. The staff is composed of 
competent and dedicated professionals who share responsibility for caring for the children 24 hours a day. The 
beautiful 100-acre Enterprise campus is located on Lake Monroe, 30 miles north of Orlando and one mile east of 
the DeBary/Deltona 1-4 exit #108. With the Enterprise campus as focal point of activity, the Home assists children 
in other facilities, in independent living, in foster care, and those in vocational and institutions of higher educa-
tion. For more information visit fumch.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 has been a year unlike any other. Thank you for continuing to support the ministry of Grace. Everything that 
we do is for the mission of “Making disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world.” God has a vision for 
Grace to be “A church for all generations and differences”.  As we look back here are just a few things that took 
place in 2020. 
                                                                                                                                     2020 At A Glance 

230 Christmas Eve packages delivered 
 

Martha, Larry and Kelly provided discipleship videos each week for our children 
 

30 Sundays of online worship only 
 

Too many to count: videos edited and songs recorded 
 

3 We Feed St. Augustine events where over 1200 meals were given away 
 

Monthly Dining With Dignity dinners with over 750 meals served 
 

Children’s discipleship packages delivered to 32 homes each time 
 

Youth ministry participated in a virtual retreat with hundreds of other youth from our district 
 

1 high powered sanitizing fogger purchased 
 

140 participants in weekly Community Conversations this year 
 

13 “Little Flock” callers that regularly reach out to 215 households 
 

500 pre-packaged communion kits purchased 
 

1 new high powered laptop and 2 cameras purchased to be able to record and produce worship 
 

$7000+ given to the newly formed Disaster Relief Fund 
 

12 Missions of the Month supported with over $19,000 
 
3 Cold Night Shelters 
 

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom: Meetings, Sunday School Classes, Women’s Study, Men’s Group 
 

Countless: Plans changed, Questions asked, Prayers Lifted! 

We appreciate everyone that has come together to help keep Grace moving forward for God. We look forward to 
continuing to minister together in 2021! Your generosity makes it possible for Grace Church to continue being a 
means of God's grace in our community! 
 

Even during this challenging year, your contributions to Grace have allowed us to continue providing opportuni-
ties to worship, learn, grow and serve in our faith. 
Your continued support is greatly appreciated by all whose lives are positively impacted by it. 



Youth Activities for January                                                          
 

YOUTH meet on Wednesdays:  
January 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th from 5 pm—6:15 pm 
They meet in the Youth Room upstairs. 

Birthdays In The Month Of January 
 

1st: Jim Gilliam 
3rd: Caryn Osemwenkhae 
4th: Roy Blake · Tommy D’Amico · Christina Lynn Richtu ·  
    Malcolm Robertson 
6th: Brad James 
7th: Titus Fowler  
8th: Hilda Thompson 
11th: Elaine Frenzke · Linda Smoyer 
12th: Marjorie Daugherty · John Kaiser · Kim Roberson · 
    Jeff Stevens 
13th: Elaine Edwards · Rose Ponder · Ted Urtiaga 
18th: Michael Thomas 
20th: Lark James · Betty Power     
21st: Ashby Underhill 
26th: Maggie Broyhill 
27th: Karen Bradley 
31st: Steve Smoyer 

Anniversaries In The Month Of January 
 

1st: Doyne & Bonnie Lindgren-Holland 
8th: Frank & Judy Riggle 
22nd: Bob & Barbara Dennison 
26th: Randy & Norma Newland 
28th: Richard & Shirley MacMullen 
29th: Harry & Donna Ruhsam 

If your name is not listed in the birthdays or  
anniversaries and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone  
904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org . 
Thank you! 

Altar Flowers for  
 
January 3rd—Poinsettias 
January 10th—Anonymous Donor 
January 17th—Available 
January 24th—Larry Sapp 
January 31st—Available 
 
Altar flowers are $30 Total for the two arrangements. 
The Altar Flower Calendar is now located in the Office. 
You may call the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy at 
office@gracestaugustine.org to sign up for providing 
flowers in the sanctuary.  

GUMC Main Office Hours                                                                                                 
 

The Main Office/Peggy Namie continues to be open from 8 am—4 pm, Monday—Friday. 
If you are in need of anything, please give her a call 904-829-8272/office or email her at 
office@gracestaugustine.org  
 
The GUMC Offices will be CLOSED on Friday, January 1st in observance of New Year’s Day and  
Monday, January 18th in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

Salvation Army Angels 2020 
 

THANK YOU! 
Grace UMC provided for 14 Angels this year and 2 more through monetary donations. 
We consider this a success especially under the restraints due to COVID-19! 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Bonnie Altman: altmanbon@hotmail.com or 
Mary Cummings: marydcummings@gmail.com 
 

 
Welcome New Members 
 
Despite COVID-19, A New Member Orientation Class was held via Zoom on  
Sunday, December 6th at 12:30 pm. 
We welcome into our Grace Church Family: 
 
    Charlie and Gail Bonfante 
 
    Ben and  Linda Evans 
 
    Ron and Mary Baughman 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

 

→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
     BULLETIN DATE THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
          January 3rd bulletin—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, December 23rd 
          January 10th bulletin - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, January 6th  
          January 17th bulletin - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, January 13th 
          January 24th bulletin - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, January 20th 
          January 31st bulletin - submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, January 27th  
 
→Newsletter Submissions:  
         For February 2021 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES—Wednesday, January 20th 2 pm 

THANK YOU! 

Stephen Ministry Corner— 
 

A New Year is upon us, 2021 is here, and we need to keep our focus on our Lord and our faith in Him.  
Despite the troubles we have seen, in Christ there is always hope, and God’s love covers us all. 
 
“And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death or life, neither  
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of 
hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in 
all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8:38—39) 
 
If you are feeling overwhelmed with worries, or pain, or if your days seem dark, remember that you are 
never alone. Stephen Ministers are trained and ready to walk with you until you are back in the light. We 
care. Give us a call. 
 
Sue Amole                      904-554-8536 
Marva Warmington     314-602-9438 
Marie Russo                   804-712-3712 
 



Prayers For and From Our Congregation 
 
Names remain listed here for 30 days. After which time, they are included in"unspoken names." 
  
Those who work in healthcare 
Those laid off/businesses closed 
Those vulnerable to COVID-19 because of pre-existing conditions. 
Those who are lonely due to COVID-19 isolating in hospitals, nursing  homes, older adults at home, those who are in 
    prison and those who live in areas where physical distancing is not possible. 
Those fighting COVID-19: 
    Wayne and Ann Crawford (Step-brother of Paula Namie & his wife) 
For cities, towns and communities as stay at home orders are lifted and businesses slowly re-open. 
We pray for the Unspoken Names, for our Church, for First Responders, for Law Enforcement, and for our Military 
  
Individual Prayer Needs . . . 
Continued prayers for all persons infected with COVID-19 
Judith Scholles (sister of John Hardtle) fell and cracked her right femur and injured her back. She lives in Conroe,  
    Texas and is going between the hospital and the rehab facility. She is 83 years old. She and her husband 
    Tom have been married for over 60 years. 
PRAISES! Yvonne Mullins - Thank God for healing. I am continuing to heal from a left broken hip. I am now walking 
    with a cane and continuing to do therapy. 
Don Rix is waiting for graft from Australia so that he can have the aneurysm surgery in descending aorta - asking for 
    prayers 
Latifa(?) (girlfriend of Tyrone Bennett/We Feed St. Augustine) recovering from emergency surgery  
Praises! Requested by Edwin Duckworth  that COVID-19 vaccines have  been successfully tested and soon will be  
    distributed! 
Trish Gilliam requests prayers for Ava Grace Jones 
Gary Haddock requests prayers for buying a new house in the St. Augustine area 
Sally Hall Williamson (mother of Pastor Carolyn Williamson) recovering from surgery 
Dan Shorb recovering from surgery on December 23rd 
  
Bayview: Rose Ponder 
Bayview Pavilion: Elaine Edwards 
Brookdale: Lovie Fox 
Moultrie Creek Nursing and Rehab Center: Maria Schineller 
The Ponce: Elaine Hanni 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger 
Betty Flemming: resides with her son 
Stan Russo: at home 
Wanda Qualman: new address- 4711 Serena Circle, St. Augustine, FL 32084 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAME COMMITTEE/OFFICE YEAR 

Pat Cummings Church Council Chair/Finance Committee 2021 

Nataliya Birmingham Church Treasurer/Finance Committee 2021 

Lori King Financial Secretary/Finance Committee 2021 

Anne Bishop Annual Conference Delegate/Adult Discipleship Ministry 
Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development 

2021 
2021 

Larry Bishop Annual Conference Delegate/Lay Leader/SPRC/Lay Member 
Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development 

2021/2021/2023 
2021 

Luann Peck Church Council Secretary/SPRC 2021 

Peggy Namie Membership Secretary 2021 

Marva Warmington Church Council/SPRC Chair 2021/2023 

Mark Vander Veen Church Council/Finance Committee Chair 2021 

Linda Ringwood Church Council/Board of Trustees Representative 2021 

Nancy Vander Veen Church Council/ 
Committee on Nominations & Leadership Development Vice Chair 

2021 
2021 

Rich Bevilacqua Church Council/Stewardship Committee Chair/Finance Committee 2021 

Mary Cummings Church Council/Missions Committee Chair 2021 

Roger Carlson Church Council/Stephen Ministry & Congregational Care 2021 

Marshia Hewitt Church Council/Diversity Equity and Inclusion Coordinator 2021 

Martha Yamnitz Church Council/Children’s Ministry Director  

Meredith Holmes Church Council/Youth Ministry Director  

Carolyn Williamson Co—Lead Pastor  

David Williamson Co—Lead Pastor/ 
Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development Chair 

 

Jill Holder SPRC 2021 

Kelly Hughey SPRC 2021 

Pat Biroc SPRC 2022 

Kerry Lilly SPRC 2022 

Caroline Ejogo-Adeshola SPRC 2022 

Caryn Osemwenkhae SPRC 2023 

Tom LaFon Board of Trustees Representative 2022 

Greg Correia Board of Trustees Representative 2021 

Steve Thompson Finance Committee/Board of Trustees Representative 2021 

Sanford Ray Board of Trustees Chair  

   



Community Groups and Committee Meetings In January 
 
 
 
 
 
SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting via Zoom on Sundays at 9:15 am 
    https://zoom.us/j/806127553 
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,806127553# 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR—Meeting via Zoom on Sundays at 10:00 am 
    https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 935 7254 3694 
    Password: 015098 
    One tap mobile +16468769923,,93572543694#,,#,,015098# 
 
BISCUIT BOYZ - Men’s Group—Meeting via Zoom—will reconvene on Monday, January 11 at 9 am 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83795795360?pwd=YTI4VEpZNWITM2w5QzZKRIdRTzJ0Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 837 9579 5360 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 
 

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS—Meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays at 12:00 - 1:15 pm 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96076302991?pwd=eTIMNExGKzFKc2YwUDITV0UvUkVQUT09 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    Passcode: 254042 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,96076302991#,,,,,,0#,,254042# 
 

TRUSTEES—Meeting via Zoom on Monday, January 11th at 5 pm (2nd Monday of each month) 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81077825056 
    Meeting ID: 810 7782 5056 
    One tap mobile    +19292056099,,81077825056# 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE—Meeting via Zoom (Date and time not known at time of publication) 
    https://zoom.us/j/96189493639?pwd=dWJjazdUT1A3RIFSaVdtVTM1akhnQT09     
    Meeting ID: 961 8949 3639 
    Password: 037236 
    One tap mobile   +19292056099,,96189493639#,,#,037236# 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL—Meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, January 19th at 6:30 pm (3rd Tuesday of the month) 
    https://zoom.us/j/93624443042 
    Meeting ID: 936 2444 3042 
    One tap mobile   +19292056099,,93624443042# 
 

DINING WITH DIGNITY—meal served outside at 6 pm on Friday, January 15th (3rd Friday of the month) 
    For more information, contact Mike Osgood (904– 377-4706) 
 

 
STAFF MEETINGS—Meeting on Tuesdays In person, January 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th at 10 am in FH 

GRACE KIDS AT HOME 

During the month of January, our children and family lessons will be focused on the story of the Centurion’s 
Servant.  You can read up on this story in Luke 7:1-10.  Following Jesus takes faith and this Roman Centurion 
showed Jesus that he believed and trusted that Jesus had the power to help him.  That is the faith we need 
as we follow Jesus. Here are 4 ways (1 for each week in January) you can have fun with your family focused 
on growing your faith. 

Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry page on our church 
website.  www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children 
 
Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our Children’s Ministry  
Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

   Find Us Online! 

  SUNDAY FAMILY STUDY 

 
Family Bible lessons are 
posted each Sunday 
morning on our Children’s 
Ministry Facebook page, 
the church website as 
well as emailed to those 
families on our mailing 
list.  If you are not  
currently receiving the 
emails and would like to 
sign up. 

   
Please contact Martha by email at  
marthayamnitz@gmail.com and she will get you signed up 
to receive those emails.   
 

 

Hey Families!  We have begun meeting back in the sanc-

tuary on Sundays.  For the time being, we just have the 

one service at 11:00.  I know you may be a bit hesitant to 

come with your children because we are not yet having 

Sunday groups—including Children’s Classes.  I just want 

you to know that I have materials for your kids to use—

for a big range of ages—that go along with what David 

and Carolyn are preaching on each week. Plus some  

quiet fidget items in case they are needed. 

So grab your masks and come on out this Sunday and 

In our story this month, the Centurion trusts that his servants will do the work given to them correctly.  That is a form of faith – trust 

that everything will get done correctly.  Give each family member one item to prepare for dinner.  The family must show some faith that 

each member will do their part and do it to the best of their ability.  If all works out, you will all sit down to a delicious dinner where you 

can talk about how you had faith in each other.  How much more faith should we have in God who made us & loves us, in Jesus who 

saved us and loves us, and in the Holy Spirit who guides us and loves us?  

Sunday Service 

Choose a narrator and roles to act out this story (Luke 7:1-10). Film yourselves and watch your “Jesus and the Centurion” movie after 

dinner. 

Memorize Jesus’s words in our story as he realizes the amount of faith the Centurion shows him.  “I tell you, I have not found such great 

faith even in Israel.” 

Since it is January, even though we don’t have snow here in St. Augustine, let’s draw a snowman.  Use this step-by-step video and have 

some faith that your snowman will turn out wonderful! Ask your kids to talk to you about how they have faith in themselves to try their 

best – even when it may be challenging.  Also talk about how important it is not to just have faith in themselves, in our family, in our 

friends, but that we really need to continue to learn about Jesus so he will say our memorized line from this story about us!  “I tell you, I 

have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 

https://zoom.us/j/806127553
tel:+19292056099,,806127553%23
https://zoom.us/j/93572543694?pwd=Q1JzQndyVzZ0bDFUY0dPMmVwbXJ1Zz09
tel:+16468769923,,93572543694%23
tel:+19292056099,,96076302991%23


It's not too late to complete and submit your pledge form for 2021… 

Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They shouldn’t give with  
hesitation or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Your giving  pledge will greatly assist in the planning of the ministries and missions  
of Grace during this challenging time. 

NAME_______________________________________________  
ADDRESS____________________________________________  
CITY, STATE, ZIP_______________________________________     EMAIL_______________________________________________                                 
PHONE______________________________________________     YEAR(‘S) OF MY/OUR BIRTH ______________  _____________  
Best way to reach me: Email_____ Phone______ Mail _______  
I am a steward of God’s story with my sisters and brothers at Grace UMC in 2021.  

  
 

I am planning to ________________________________________________________________________________.  
  
 

My commitment to worship this year will be _________________________________________________________.  
 
 
I/we pledge to give financially to Grace United Methodist Church the following amounts in 2021.  

$_______________ GENERAL EXPENSES (This includes regular daily expenses of the church such as utilities, payroll, administration,   
                                    fellowship, nursery, children’s and youth ministries, music ministries, missions.)  
$_______________ CAPITAL EXPENSES (This includes the regular costs of repairs, renovations, and ongoing maintenance for church  
                                    buildings.)  
$_______________ MY/OUR TOTAL ANNUAL GIVING PLEDGE FOR 2021  
I/We plan to make my contributions: ____ Weekly ____ Monthly ____ Quarterly ____ Annually  

  
 

______ I’d like some help exploring ways I can serve God with my time and talents in 2021.  
______ I plan to serve God with my time and talents in the following ways in 2021: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
 

I will bear witness (share my faith) to the good news of Jesus Christ this year by __________________________________  
 
 
 

______ I/We have made plans to give financially over my/our lifetime, and have already remembered Grace UMC in my/ our will, 
               Trust, as a beneficiary of a retirement account, life insurance policy, or other legacy gift.  
______ I/We would like information on how to leave a legacy by including Grace UMC in our Estate Planning. Please contact me/us.  

 
 
 

Electronic Bill Pay—Most banks and credit unions allow you to set this up for free, ensuring that the church receives your regularly 
                scheduled contributions even if you are out of town.  
Cash or Check– Simply use a marked envelope in the offering plate or mail to: 8 CARRERA STREET, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32084  
Text Giving: Secure and Easy! Text-to-give 904-717-4772 and follow the prompts.  
Online Giving: Give online through the church website, www.gracestaugustine.org.  
Appreciated Stock, Required Minimum Distributions, and Qualified Charitable Distributions –  
                All these are welcome ways to make your gift.  
                Many members have found the tax savings make these an ideal way to fulfill their commitment.  
                For more information call the church office at 904.829.8272 and ask for Pam Noble or  
                Nataliya Birmingham.  
Online and Text Giving: Secure and Easy! Text-to-give 904-717-4772 and follow the prompts. 
                Give online through the church website, www.gracestaugustine.org.  
 
PLEASE RETURN TO GRACE UMC IN WORSHIP OR TO THE CHURCH OFFICE.  
               Grace United Methodist Church 8 Carrera Street St. Augustine, FL 32084    904-829-8272     office@gracestaugustine.org  

 

Prayer and Scripture Reading 

Presence in Worship 

Financial Generosity 

Serving 

Witness/Faith Sharing 

Legacy Giving 

Ways to Give 


