
 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                     

 “In GOD we trust!”                 

                                                                                                          Staff:  
 
                                                                 Revs. David & Carolyn Williamson, Co-Lead Pastors   

               Peggy Namie, Office Administrator   
               Nataliya Birmingham, Church Treasurer  
               Mike Sanflippo, Music Director   
               Barbara Polomsky, Organist 
               Maddy Dittmer, Contemporary Music Leader               
               Martha Yamnitz, Children’s Ministry  Director  
               Cindy Graham, Nursery Attendant Coordinator  
               Austin Davis, Sound Technician  

                                                                 Bob Rusin, Property Maintenance Manager   
                                                                 Barbara McColskey, Deaf Interpreter  

Grace United Methodist Church 
8 Carrera Street 

St. Augustine, FL  32084 

Our Mission Offering for the month of JANUARY is: 
                                                                 
                    Grace Student Singers Scholarships 
                                                                                                                                       

                         *Please mark your envelope “Mission Offering for the month of January” when giving.  

Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are sent out via email unless you request otherwise. 
Printed copies of Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are available at the church  

or via mail (upon request). You may also view the newsletter at gracestaugustine.org.   

      JANUARY  2019 

2018 Year End Ministry Report 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new. Revelation 21:5 
 

One of the open secrets of grace is that it possesses an endless capacity to transform what has gone before and to create 
anew from it – to bring forth another beginning, though it may be long in arriving.  
Rev. Jan Richardson “Illuminated 2018 Online Advent Retreat” 
 
In 2016 the people of Grace United Methodist Church intentionally walked into a season of spiritual discernment asking 
God to show us who he is calling the people of Grace UMC to be in the days, months and years to come.  Where is God 
leading us? What God vision would captivate our hearts and draw us into God’s future? 
 
Asking these questions invited us to practice the means of grace that have spiritually formed Christians since the early 
church and particularly fueled the Wesleyan/Methodist revival which transformed thousands of lives and the world. 
Through intentional and united effort in the summer of 2016, we encouraged as many as possible to pray, fast, worship, 
share the sacraments together, search the scripture, dialogue together, put faith in action in a variety of ways through 
financial generosity, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, seeking justice and visiting the sick 
and imprisoned. 
 
We learned and relearned that discerning God’s future story for Grace Church could only be done by making a commit-
ment to follow Jesus closely enough to hear what he has to say so that we could then follow in faith. The means of grace 
exist for this purpose. Practicing the means of grace help us to hear God and trust God. This, of course, isn’t a thing we 
only do for a few weeks or months to figure out God’s vision for the church.  Ongoing practice of the means of grace, we 
affirmed, is an essential part of God’s vision, God’s Future Story for Grace. 
 
So, this year we continued to regularly encourage people to practice the means of grace.  Some examples include: 

· Giving $20,000 to missions like Campus to City Wesley, Young Life Capernaum, Panua, Warren Willis Camps, Zoe  
   Ministry and our sister church in Cuba. All of these ministries focus on faith and leader development and especially 
   in next generations. 
· Gathering weekly for worship where average attendance for the year has been 243, up from 230 in 2017. We had  
   28 new members join the church, one by first profession of faith. In worship we remember God and God  
    re-members us. God pieces our broken hearts and broken relationships back together. God breaks down the wall 
    and divisions between us and re-minds us with Jesus’ mind - showing us that what holds us together is far deeper 
    and more powerful than common thinking. We learn to confess our sin, forgive one another, be forgiven, live for 
    God’s purposes, work together interdependently, practice generosity, experience and embody God’s Grace. This 
    year we heard from 14 different people in the congregation during worship as they shared how God had been at 
    work in their life. 

        · We spent some time caring for church members through an annual church membership audit. Of the active  
           membership 6 members transferred to other churches.  
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       7 members died in 2018. During the audit of 369 members who we had not had any contact from in the last three 

years, we learned that 53 members had died. 35 people made request to be removed. 9 members had trans-
ferred to another church.  

        272 could not be located by phone, email or mail. We will continue to try and locate these members this year 
and present their names at the 2019 Charge Conference. 

· Two new spiritual formation discipleship groups for adults began this year, involving an average of 22 adults. One 
on Monday morning for men and one on Wednesdays for women called Companions in Christ. A third, though 
not a traditional looking discipleship group, called Tuesday Community Conversations has involved an average of 
20-25 people from across our community. These conversations serve our community as a grace-filled, transfor-
mational table for moving closer to one another in the face of things that divide us. Lately we have been talking 
about the impact of race and learning ways we can be agents of reconciliation. 

· In 2018 we sheltered 115 people during cold nights at Grace Church building and our friends at First UMC shel-
tered 111. We feed over 700 people during dining with dignity, and gave $1,800 to hurricane relief. We gave 
$8,300 to the Pastor Discretionary Fund which among other things has made it possible for people to eat, get to 
work, stay in their home, welcome their grandchildren into their home so they didn’t need to stay in foster care. 

· We hosted two special events with guest speakers. In February, Rev. Dr. Jack Jackson from Claremont School of 
Theology was with us to preach and teach on sharing God’s grace, considering the many responses people may 
have to God’s grace such as awakening, conversion, and deepening faith. In September, Rev. Dr. Gary Mason was 
with us from Northern Ireland to preach and teach on Rethinking Conflict, recognizing the power words to dehu-
manize others and the power of contact to humanize one another through deeper listening. 

· We baptized 8 people (2 infants, 4 children, 1 youth and 1 young adult). 
 

Practicing the means of grace opens us to God and inspires people with God’s breath, God’s Spirit, to live in the way of 
grace. The way of grace is the good news of Jesus Christ that has saved us and is saving us. The way of grace is revealed 
in the Scriptures and characterizes the core theological identity of the people called Methodist. As we discerned what 
shape God’s Future Story for Ministry would take through Grace United Methodist Church, we kept returning to this good 
news that we have to share – the way of grace. 
 
In a nutshell, God’s grace pursues us, awakens us and shapes us. God’s grace is prevenient, justifying and sanctifying. 
God’s grace is at work in our lives before we ever have a clue about it. The hope of God’s grace is to awaken us to the 
deep love of God, the forgiveness for our sins and the invitation to become a part of God’s story to renew all creation. 
God’s grace continues to work on us for the rest of our lives, shaping in us the mind of Christ, deepening our participation 
in the story of God to renew all creation. 
 
We believe that this good news is for all people. It is what we affirm in our baptism covenant. We believe that Jesus is 
Lord of the church which is open to all ages, nations and races.  It is clear that God is leading us to align ourselves in the 
direction of being a church for all generations, practicing the means of grace and walking in the way of grace. 
 
There were several strategic actions we took this year in order to build alignment around becoming a church for all gener-
ations that makes disciples of next generations for the transformation of the world.                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
The Church Council prioritized actions around four areas: Children, Youth, Stewardship and Leader Development. 
 
We remembered counsel from our visioning coach George Bullard as we created and worked through these strategic ac-
tions.  “Strategic actions involve steps that are open, fuzzy, and chaordic. Strategic steps are open in that they do not em-
anate from a bounded list of acceptable actions, but from a creative list of innovative actions. Strategic steps are fuzzy in 
that they cannot always be defined at the beginning, and must be worked out as implementation is taking place. Strategic 
steps are chaordic in that they are characterized simultaneously by chaos and order. We may doubt certain steps are 
headed in the right direction, but there really is an order to their madness.” 
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 Bob Milne, Piano 
ENCORE PERFORMANCE! 

Master of Ragtime 
and Boogie-Woogie 

 

 

Grace United Methodist 
Church 

8 Carrera St. 

St. Augustine, FL  32084 

 

 

Free-will Offering  
(Suggested Donation $10) 

Sunday January 27 at 3:00 pm 



Busy Fingers 

 
Busy Fingers will resume meeting on the third Thursday of the month,  January 17th, 1-3 p. m. in 
the Wesley Room. There is an ample supply of shawls, lap robes and baby blankets in boxes in the 
Wesley Room.  If  anyone knows of someone who would benefit from one of these,  please feel 
free to help yourself.   There is a folder in the Blessed box where information can be written  
concerning the recipient, etc.”.   

Monday Men’s Discipleship Group 

Every Monday at 7 a. m.—8:15 a. m. at the Maple Street Biscuit Company located across the street from Grace UMC on  
Cordova. This group is open to all men who want companions on the way of following Jesus. Contact Pat Cummings for 
more information ylpcummings@gmail.com . 
 

New Member Orientation Class 

 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Grace United Methodist Church Family, please plan to join us for the 
New Member Orientation Class on Sunday, January 13th at 12:15 p. m. (lunch will be provided). Please let us know that 
you are planning to attend by noting on the Registration Pad or via email office@gracestaugustine.org or calling the office 
904-829-8272. After attending this you are encouraged to attend the Disciple’s Path Course (see below). 
 
 
 
 
 

Disciple’s Path 
 
This is a six week gathering in the Wesley Room on Sundays from 12:15 p. m. –1:30 p. m. focused on the basic habits and 
practices of following Jesus. A workbook is included to guide reflections during the week, forming the basis for discussion 
with others in the group on Sunday. The experience is ideal for those looking to make new connections with others on the 
disciples path and ready to begin (or begin again) the commitment of being Jesus’ disciple. 

2019 Boxed Offering Envelopes  

The 2019 Boxed Assigned & Unassigned Offering Envelopes are available for you to pick up in the 
Breezeway Hallway.  
These are to be used beginning the first Sunday in January—January 6th. 
Please follow the instructions on the clipboard/bulletin board.                                              
 

 

Building Access—Passcode Accessibility Is Coming... 
 
Soon (hopefully) key access will be severely limited. Primary access to the building will be via passcode. 
The locks on all exterior doors will be changed. Pastor Dave or Pastor Carolyn are the only ones that 
can/must approve building access on a case-by-case basis. 
Please contact Peggy Namie in the office office@gracestaugustine.org or 904-829-8272, if you have a 
need for access or questions. Notification will be sent out when this is activated. 

(Continued from page 2)    
                                                                                                                                                                               
Here were our open, fuzzy and chaordic actions in 2018: 
 

· Thirteen people (particularly younger families and youth) shared some of their faith story during worship each  
   month. We believed this would help the church see grace at work in people, thus inspiring greater faithfulness. We 
   added the focus on younger families and youth where possible in order to nurture this growing part of our church 
   family. 
· When possible we invited people connected to our “missions of the month” to share what God was making  
   possible because of the church’s financial generosity. 
· We explored a number of ways to address the gap between the faith development of children and other adults 
  (particularly their parents). In an effort to bridge the faith development of children and adults we offered a group 
  for parents to meet simultaneous to children’s gatherings on Wednesdays and Sundays to find support and explore 
  ways they could be involved in their own spiritual formation and that of their children. 
· An adaptation emerged that we tried called “Unto Others” which was an effort to involve all ages (parents and  
  children) in small projects to “be salt and light” to others in the world. This happens on Sunday mornings in the  
  fellowship hall around 10:15 a.m. 
· Other adaptations include the children singing in the Christmas Cantata which ordinarily only involved adults.  
  And under Martha’s leadership, about 150 people of all ages participated in an interactive and intergenerational 
  “Advent Labyrinth and Spaghetti Dinner” which was led by children. This was spiritually formational for all ages. We 
  continue to watch and pray for adaptive ways we can offer spiritual formation for children and their parents. 
· Our focus on building a culture of stewardship included hosting one Financial Peace University Class with 15  
  graduates; making connections between serving and financial giving with the faith and mission stories that are 
  shared in worship each month; hosting two estate and planned giving seminars; and being intentional about  
  thanking people for their contributions of time and finances that God is using as a means of grace in our community, 
  nation and world. 
· Our focus on strengthening the church’s commitment to making disciples of middle and high schoolers led initially 
   to a decision to fund a full time youth director position. The timing of implementing this has been delayed because 
   of funding.  We are making a commitment to adaptive and creative ways to provide for the leadership needed to 
   support ministry to and with our youth in 2019, which includes raising funds for a staff position. 

        · Our focus on leader development led us to strengthen the brief job descriptions we have for different lay  
          leadership positions and asserting a commitment to have current leaders mentor future leaders. As some current 
          leaders discerned that it was time for them to step down from their positions, new leaders who have not served in 
          these roles before at Grace have agreed to serve. Our goal is to support these new leaders as they learn and  
          celebrate the new insight and gifts they bring to their work. 
 
Where do we go from here? 
 
In 2019 the United Methodist Church faces a general conference that is focused on making decisions to help us move for-
ward on the long divisions in the church over human sexuality.  We do not know what will be decided and how that will 
ultimately change our life together. We do trust that whatever gets decided for the church’s Discipline language will not 
divide God’s grace. Jesus will still have his church and we will still be called to follow him by practicing the means of grace 
and walking in the way of grace. So, we will wait and see what gets decided at General Conference in February.  And in 
the meantime, we will keep following Jesus. 
 
At the Church Council retreat day this past September we committed to exploring a way of thinking about church that 
may be holding us back from sharing the way of grace more broadly with our community. We talked about shifting our 
thinking from “come to us” to “go to where the people are.” For as long as most of us can remember, the church has 
worked hard to get people to “come to us.”  And yet, the early Methodist revival (not to mention the early church) had its 
greatest impact when the people of God went to where the people were and offered the good news of God’s grace to 
people where they lived. 
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Circle Of Concern 
 

Please pray for: all unspoken prayer requests, Grace United Methodist Church, all branches of Law Enforcement & First 
Responders, all Military, Family of Donna D’Amico, Robert Namie, Family of Bud Markel, Selina Barnes, Lori Ward, Brandon 
Hicks and the family of Robin Camille Dunn Hicks 
 
Allegro: Betty Fleming 
Bayview: Elaine Frenzke 
Bayview—The Pavilion: Elaine Edwards, Bruce Partner, Carol Sinks  
Brookdale: Lovie Fox 
Brooks at  Bartram Crossing Rehab: Linda Evans                             
Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans’ Nursing Home: Jim Donnelly    
Moultrie Creek Nursing & Rehab Center: Maria Schineller 
The Ponce: Mary Lou Brusaw 
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger 
 
In The Military: Joel Prevatt, US Air Force, Maj. Will Bermeo, Lt. Christopher Bordino-US Navy, Jacob Bradley, M Sgt. Kat 
Brumfield-US Air Force, Brandon Burnette-US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, ISC Ray LeMieux, SSgt. Miles Mas-
sey/USAF-OSI, Brian Riggenbach, MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark Spurling, Jr., Jason Strohmetz, 
Thessalomica Vila-Navy, Tom Wetmore, John Young, Jr., Haley Parks St. John, USAF, Adam Martinez-US Navy, Brian Sousa 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE If you have a friend or a loved one in the military, please send in their picture and their rank to be placed on 
the bulletin board in the Breezeway Hallway. You may drop off at the Office Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—3 p.m. or mail or email 
to office@gracestaugustine.org 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

So this year we will be exploring ways to be church in the neighborhoods where we live. We will be partnering with First 
UMC to try on one of these “fresh expressions” of church called “Dinner Church.” Several members of Grace have joined 
members of First for the training and you will be hearing more about this soon. 
 
Our hope is that the kind of ministry strength around worship, music, mission, adult and children spiritual formation we 
see “at the Grace Church building” will support and multiply the ministry strength “in the neighborhoods where we live.” 
 
To continue strengthening and deepening our practice of the means of grace we will benefit from the leadership of Anne 
Bishop and Mike Nilon in discipleship ministry. This summer Mike will be doing an internship in the area of discipleship and 
spiritual formation as a part of completing his PhD program. Anne and Mike plan to work with existing discipleship groups 
like the Companions in Christ and the Monday morning men’s group to try to extend those groups outward. 
 
These adult discipleship groups and fresh expressions of church serve as incubators for developing leaders for God’s king-
dom work. Their missional impulse also provides the inspiration for developing a culture of stewardship. And we also 
watch and pray for ways that these strategies will awaken new opportunities for ministry to and with children, youth, 
young adults, parents and grandparents. 
 
The exact shape of what will emerge from this movement into the neighborhood and strengthening of spiritual formation 
groups is yet to be seen. We do trust that it will continue bearing the kind of fruit which looks like a church for all genera-
tions, making disciples of next generations, walking in the way of grace and practicing the means of grace. 
 
 
 
 

Your Assistance Is Requested For Our Circle Of Concern 
 
We are in the New Year 2019 and  it is once again time to purge our Circle of Concern. As of January 1, 2019 we start with a 
clean slate—all names will be removed from the printed Circle of Concern. Names will be added as requested. The names 
will remain printed for one month after which time they are included in the unspoken prayer requests names.  
Please contact Peggy Namie, 904-829-8272 or office@gracestaugustine.org to place requests for those to be included in the 
Circle of Concern. 
Thank you for your assistance with this! 

PRAYER CARDS 

Prayer Cards are located in each of the pew pockets. Please complete the cards in their entirety and place them in the  
Offering Plates. The Upper Room Prayer Circle gathers every Tuesday to pray and to write prayers and words of  
encouragement for those that prayers have been requested for. 

Mission For The Month Of JANUARY— Chancel Choir Student Singers Scholarships 

 
The vision for Grace UMC is to be a church for all generations, making disciples of next generations. As part of this vision we 
are pleased to continue inviting college students to sing with our choir. This program provides each student singer an oppor-
tunity to hone their musical and leadership skills. There are currently four singers, Rebekah, Zakiya, Matt, and Dustin. Their 
responsibilities include singing solos at the 7:45 and 11 a.m. services and helping lead the choir. The students are hired per 
semester and receive a small stipend. Your offerings will help cover their stipends and enrich the fullness of our music minis-
try. Through the many years of this ministry Grace has become a church home for these  
students and a place where they have grown in their faith and love of music. Thank you for your support of this important 
ministry! 

 



If your name is not listed in the birthdays or anniver-
saries and it should be, please contact Peggy Namie in 
the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email 
office@gracestaugustine.org . Thank you! 

JANUARY Birthdays 

1st: Jim Gilliam 
3rd: Caryn Craft  
4th: Roy Blake · Tommy D’Amico · Malcolm Robertson 
6th: Brad James 
7th: Titus Fowler  
11th: Elaine Frenzke · Linda Smoyer 
12th: Marjorie Daugherty · John Kaiser · Kim Roberson 
13th: Elaine Edwards · Rose Ponder 
18th: Michael Thomas 
20th: Lark James · Betty Power 
21st: Ashby Underhill 
26th: Maggie Broyhill 
27th: Karen Bradley 
28th: Pat Caviness 
30th: Kurt Sanders 
31st Steve Smoyer 

JANUARY Anniversaries 

1st: Doyne & Bonnie Lindgren-Holland 
8th: Frank & Judy Riggle 
22nd: Bob & Barbara Dennison 
26th: Randy & Norma Newland 
28th: Richard & Shirley MacMullen 
29th: Harry & Donna Ruhsam 

Altar Flowers  
 

The 2019 Altar Flower sign-up calendar is located in the sanctuary. 
Sign-up for the date/s that are meaningful to you. 
 
The altar flowers are $30 TOTAL.  
Please fill out a form and place it, along with payment, in the offering plate. 
Please note on the check the date that you want to place the flowers in the sanctuary. Thank you! 

JANUARY Altar Flowers 

 
6th—Karen Bradley 
13th—John & Marva Warmington 
20th—Available 
27th—Available 

Check Signers Needed 

Check signers are needed. All that is required of you is to come in once a week on Thursdays at 1 p. m. to sign checks. If you 
are available and interested, please contact:  
Pam Noble gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or 
Nataliya Birmingham finance@gracestaugustine.org 

Join Us For A Book Club—Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month 

You are invited to participate in  a book club focused on the resource "Next Door As it is in Heaven."  This group is open to all 
who have an interest in learning how to better know and love our neighbors/neighborhoods. Through conversation and  
sharing, the hope is to find practical ideas for how to make our neighborhoods more livable.  The group meets on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays at 10:15 a. m. in Room #4.  Text questions and/or interest to Mark and Shawna LeMaire at 904-673-9000 
or mdlemaire98@gmail.com 

Stephen Ministry Corner:             
 
Since 1975, more than 13,000 congregations representing over 180 denominations worldwide have been using Stephen 
Ministry to train laypeople to provide high-quality, one-to-one, Christ-centered care for those going through difficult times 
in life. Together, they’ve helped millions of hurting people receive care when they needed it most. 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about our Stephen Ministry program, please contact any of the following:  
Sue Amole 904-553-8536 
Roger Carlson 240-483-7183 
Marie Russo 804-712-3712 
Stan Russo 804-243-1814.   
Our next training class will begin 7 February 2019. 

Historical Tour Guide Coordinator 
 
Do you love history? 

Would you like to be more connected with your church? 

We have an opening for a Historical Tour Guide Coordinator. Im told this is fun job where you meet new people and learn 

more about the history of our building and its founders. 

This is a volunteer position which does not require a lot of your time. 

If interested, please call Bonnie Brock Volunteer Coordinator at 904-436-8733. 

 

mailto:mdlemaire98@gmail.com


  

  

 

 

Dining With Dignity 
 
The JANUARY Dining with Dignity will be held on Friday,  January 18th at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
You are invited to come help do any or all of the following: set-up, prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal.  
If you are interested, contact Mike Osgood, 904-377-2686, dcs0823@bellsouth.net .   

Read and Pray Through the Bible in a Year 
 
Maybe it is something you’ve done, or tried, or never thought about before. 
Pastor David is going to use the “NRSV Daily Read Bible: Read, Meditate, and Pray through the Entire Bible in 365 Days 
starting January 1. You can pick up a copy on Amazon.com and start with him if you would like. There’s no requirement to 
meet together as a group, though some of you might like to do that in order to share insights or inspirations along the way. 
You can let him know in person or in an email david@gracestaugustine.org 

Meetings In JANUARY 
      
     · Finance Committee Meeting— January 15th/Tuesday at 11 a. m., Room #2       
     · Church Council Meeting—January 24th/Thursday at 6:30 p. m. 
     · Trustees Meeting— TBD 
   
ALL meetings at the church are open for anyone to attend.   
For SPRC meetings, please call the church office in advance. 

Grace United Methodist Women 

 
Hello everyone! We finished up this year with a wonderful luncheon at the Reef Restaurant in Vilano Beach. The food was 
very good and the view was amazing! We had a good crowd. Wish all of you could have been there. Perhaps next year more 
of you can plan to join us.  
 
January always brings a new beginning and it's the same for UMW. New officers will be coming in and new plans will be 
made for opportunities lying ahead. The January meeting will be held on the second Thursday,  
January 10th in the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m.. I don't have any more news at the moment,  
but I hope to see a lot more of you in the New Year!! In His Name and mine, Paula Namie 
 

Companions In Christ Group 
 
The Companions in Christ Group will reunite on January 9th at 10 a. m. in the Wesley Room to explore the formation of new 
small groups that will support our journey of faith and lift up one another. If you would like to join this discussion and/or 
have an idea for a new group, please contact Anne Bishop, annebshp@gmail.com . 
They plan to meet on January 9th, February 6th, March 6th, April 3rd, May 1st, and June 5th (the first Wednesday of each 
month). 

 

Caring for Our Community! 
Providing Childcare during Foster Parenting Classes! 

Grace Children’s Ministry has partnered with the local Department of Family Services to provide free childcare at 
Grace for parents that are attending the Foster Parent Classes in St. Augustine.  Our church has 2 families currently 
enrolled in the class which begins in January.  We feel this is a great way to support them along with all parents 
willing to make room in their home and hearts for a child in need.  Classes are held on Tuesday evenings.  If you 
are interested in volunteering with the childcare or have any questions, please contact Martha at martha-
yamnitz@gmail.com or (904)501-9043.  Youth volunteers can also receive community service hours for helping.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Kids Camp 

The Kids of Grace will begin a new Wednesday camp theme in 

January!  Bible Ninja!  This camp is going to be based on 

strengthening our Ninja skills as a Child of God.  Ninjas contin-

ually train to hone their skills and be the best warriors they can 

be.  If we train ourselves in the wisdom of the Bible, we will be 

ready for whatever life throws at us. 

Please come join us for this fun camp for kids ages 4 through 

5th grade.  Bring a friend and come ready to build friendships 

and learn about God.  We meet every Wednesday the kids are 

in school from 5:00-6:30. 

Thank You!! 
The kids and I owe a HUGE thank you to the 
many people that made our Advent Labyrinth & 
Dinner possible!  Those adults that helped in the 
kitchen during set-up, serving, and clean-up 
were fabulous and worked so hard to make din-
ner run smoothly!  Thank you!!! Mike, Marie, 
Debra, Monika, Eddie-Joyce, Barbara, Sam, Roy, 
and Bob!!! 
The adult helpers that are there every week on 
Wednesdays making Grace Kids run smoothly as 
the kids learn about God. Thank you to the 
youth that manned the labyrinth stations. 
Thank you to everyone that came to walk the 
labyrinth, and those that brought friends with 
them.  It meant the world to the kids to have the 
church full of beautiful smiles!    
What a joy it was to have so many wonderful 
children preparing us for Advent!  I was blessed 
as I am sure you were too! 

Children’s Ministry Weekly Schedule 

Sunday—Sunday School at 9:15am & 11:00am, 

 Unto Others 10:30-11:00 

Wednesday—Kids of Grace 5:00-6:30   

Find Us Online! 
Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry page on our 

church website.  www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children 

Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our Children’s Minis-

try Facebook Page.  www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/ 

mailto:dcs823@bellsouth.net
mailto:annebshp@gmail.com


Reporting For The Month Of NOVEMBER- 
 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 
         

        Dalit Freedom Network (from GUMM)     $               
        Disaster Relief                                                $         
        Hurricane Michael                                         $      2,833 
 
In NOVEMBER : 

    Dining With Dignity served : 77 
                           

Mission Offerings: YTD 

    Spring of Life Cuba     $       1,677 

    Transportation     $           

    Youth Mission Trip     $       5,743 

    Rise Against Hunger (2 months)     $       1,420    

    Florida Conference     $          275       

    VBS Mission Project/Panua Mission     $        

    Habitat for Humanity     $           

    FL UM Children’s Home     $      3,482 

    Young Life Capernaum     $        

    CCW                                         $         675 

    Warren Willis Children’s Camp     $      3,616 

    St. Francis House     $      1,960  

    UMVIM     $          

    CareFest                                                               $      1,280   

Office Hours:  ALL GUMC Offices will be CLOSED on Tuesday, January 1st in observance of New Year’s Day and on  

Monday, January 21st in observance of the Rev. Martin Luther Kin, Jr.’s Birthday 
                                          The office hours for Grace United Methodist Church are:  
           Main Office: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8 a.m.—3 p.m.  
                              Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m.—3 p.m./Peggy Namie—Office Administrator 
                                                           office@gracestaugustine.org 
       Finance Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m./Nataliya Birmingham—Church Treasurer 

                                                          finance@gracestaugustine.org 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 p.m. THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
        BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:     
            January 6th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 p.m. Wednesday, January 2nd                                      
            January 13th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 p.m. Wednesday, January 9th 
            January 20th bulletin—submissions are due by  2 p.m. Wednesday, January 16th      
            January 27th bulletin—submissions are due by 2 p.m. Wednesday,  January 23rd 
            February 3rd bulletin—submissions are due by 2 p.m. Wednesday, January 30th 
             
    

 →Newsletter Submissions FOR THE FEBRUARY  ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES ARE DUE BY 2 p.m. on  Friday,  January 18th 
NO LATE SUBMISSIONS ACCEPTED!  

Did You Know You Can Give To Grace 
UMC Online Or By Text? 
 
Visit the church website gracestaugustine.org and 
click “Give Online.”  Or you can text an amount to 
904-717-4772 and then follow the instructions to 
designate your contribution to the general, capital 
or missions budgets. This is one way you can stay 
consistent with your commitment to financially 
support the ministries of Grace Church. 
 
With online and text giving you can still give even if 
you are out of town or on vacation. Thank you! 

North East District Calendar of Events for JANUARY 
 
January 9th: Archives Training—Are you keeping too much church stuff? 
    10 a. m. —12 p.m. @ Fort Caroline UMC 
    2 p.m. —4 p.m. @ Asbury Orange Park UMC 
January 9th: Children’s Ministers Luncheon  
    12 p. m.  @ Lakewood UMC 
January 24th: 6th Ecumenical Vespers Service with Bishop Carter preaching 6 p. m. @ Southside UMC 
 
Mark Your Calendar Now: 

Dear Grace Church Leaders, 
  
Please register for the upcoming 2019 District Leadership Event Equip: Reclaim-
ing Our Heritage: Wesleyan Small Group Formation on Saturday, February 9 from 
9:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. at Crossroads UMC in Jacksonville. This is the annual  
leadership training event hosted by our District. (So far I have Larry and Anne 
Bishop and Jocelyn Flynt signed up.) 
  
Together we will be learning valuable information about strengthening the  
discipleship and spiritual formation process for our church. Dr. Kevin Watson the 

Assistant Professor of Wesleyan and Methodist Studies at Candler at Emory/Candler School of Theology will be holding  
different three learning sessions. These sessions will include: 
  
What is Discipleship? 
Classes/Bands: How they work and what is happening now. 
Practical Issues of Small Group Dynamics: Drifters, Group Life Cycle 
  
We will greatly benefit from this resource provided by our District Leadership Team as we continue to become a church for all 
generations that makes disciples of next generations for the transformation of the world.  The strategy that Dr Watson will 
describe is powerful and effective for helping us make disciples, walk in the way of grace and practice the means of grace. 
  
Please make it a priority to attend by letting us know you’ve put this on your calendar. We will register everyone as a group 
and pay for your lunch. Paste this url into your browser. https://churchteams.com/m/Register.asp?a=UG11aDdnSC9yYzA9 
  
Let me know if you have any questions. 
  
Pastor David 
 
ALSO: 
►    Annual Conference 2019 @ Florida Southern College “On Mission Together” 
         June 5th/Wednesday 10 a. m. — June 8th/Saturday 12:30 p. m. 

Community Conversations—Understanding Conversations 
 

Community Conversations at Grace on Tuesdays from 12:00 - 1:15 p. m. serve our community 
as a grace-filled, transformational table for moving closer to one another in the face of things 
that divide us. Lately we have been talking about the impact of race and learning ways we 
can be agents of reconciliation. There have been between 20-25 people at the gatherings 
including city leadership, concerned community residents, plus members of Grace and  
several other churches including St. Paul AME, Living Water Fellowship, and First UMC. The 
conversation is always open to new participants and will start again on January 8. This is a 
significant way in which Grace Church is both sharing the gospel of Jesus and being used of 
God to transform the world. 

https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/EQUIP2019NorthEastDistrictLeadershipEvent
https://churchteams.com/m/Register.asp?a=UG11aDdnSC9yYzA9

