
Fast and Pray to End Racism 
Grace United Methodist Church, St Augustine 

Saturday, September 22 

12:00-2:00pm 

We cannot be healed of that which we will not acknowledge. We pray to see the ways we have 

distanced ourselves from our sisters and brothers with different skin color through a long history of 

laws, systems and cultural norms that continue to this day. We pray to see ways we can close the 

distance, repair the fractures and share life together with equity. We pray for humility and desire to 

make new history in the historic city of St Augustine, serving as an example to the rest of the county. 

“They offer superficial treatments for my people’s mortal wound.  

They give assurances of peace when there is no peace.” Jeremiah 41:6  

“They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations;  

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.” Isaiah 61:4 

What do we see that ought not be? 

 We see young black men getting “the talk” from their parents about how to respond when they 

get pulled over by the police. 

 We see the disproportionate number of black men who are justifiably murdered because of 

Florida’s stand your ground law. 

 We see the disparity in average household income between black and white families in St. 

Augustine. 

 We see no representation of our black neighbors among our city leadership. 

 We see few if any black residents employed in higher tier supervisory positions in our city 

government. 

 We see our children learning history in school that fails to recognize the brutally oppressive way 

people of color were treated and systematically disenfranchised from full participation in 

American society. 

 We see the disproportionate number of black and brown men who are incarcerated with felony 

records for non-violent drug charges, their families languishing and them struggling to find work, 

housing, food and voting rights upon re-entering society. 

 We see teachers under paid and under supported in schools with children of color. 

 We see predominantly white congregations largely ignoring and dismissing the story and 

concerns of predominantly black congregations- keeping worship and community life separate. 

 We see that acknowledgment of these things doesn’t make racial divisions worse any more than 

acknowledging cancer makes cancer worse. 

 We see our acknowledgment of these things as an ongoing first step toward healing the wounds 

that the legacy of slavery has left us. 

What do you see? 


