
GRACE NOTES - our monthly newsletter... 
 
Grace Notes is sent out via email monthly unless you request otherwise. 
Upon request, printed copies of Grace Notes  are mailed out.  
You may also view the newsletter at gracestaugustine.org.   
Contact the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy office@gracestaugustine.org  to inform of your preference. 

       DECEMBER 2022 

Monthly Newsletter for Grace United Methodist Church  

    A Church for all generations, making disciples of next 
       generations for the transformation of the world.    

GRACE NOTES  
Our Mission Offerings For The Month Of  DECEMBER— YOUNG LIFE CAPERNAUM 

 

Young Life Capernaum gives young people with intellectual and developmental disabilities the chance to  
experience fun and adventure, to develop fulfilling friendships, and to challenge their limits while building  
self-esteem through club, camp, and other exciting activities. 
All of this is in the context of relationships...with adults, college, and high school leaders who live out Gospel 
Truth.  They love them and care for them, as a friend! 
Several of our Church members are part of this group: Chris Larocque and Katie Brennan. 
Of course, meetings have been very restricted during COVID and only small group time together...usually for a meal, 
have been taking place. 
  
Thank you for considering to help these young people have a chance to have an encounter with our Lord, though this 
mission. 

 

 
 
 

There’s a story about the Christmas hymn Silent Night: 

 
It was Christmas Eve in the Austrian Alps. At the newly constructed Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf, a Tyrol village 
in Salzburg, Father Joseph Mohr prepared for the midnight service. He was distraught because the church organ was 
broken, ruining prospects for that evening’s carefully planned music. It came into Father Joseph’s mind to write a new 
song, one that could be sung organless. Hastily, he wrote the words, “Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright...” 
Taking the text to his organist, Franz Gruber, he explained the situation and asked Franz to compose a simple tune. 
 

 
That night, December 24, 1818, “Silent Night” was sung for the first time as a duet accompanied by a guitar at the 
aptly named Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf. 
Shortly afterward, as Karl Mauracher came to repair the organ, he heard about the near-disaster on Christmas Eve. 
Acquiring a copy of the text and tune, he spread it throughout the Alpine region of Austria. The song came to the 
attention of the Strasser Family, makers of fine chamois-skin gloves. To drum up business at various 
fairs and festivals, the four Strasser children would sing in front of their parent’s booth and they eventually became 
popular folk singers throughout the Alps. 
 

 
When the children began singing “Silent Night” at their performances, audiences were charmed. It seemed perfect for 
the snow-clad region, and perfect for the Christian heart. “Silent Night” even came to the attention of the king and 
queen, and the Strasser children were asked to give a royal performance, assuring the carol’s fame. Were it not for a 
broken organ, there would never have been a “Silent Night.” 
 

 
Amidst all of the activity and excitement of the Advent and Christmas season let us keep in mind that God sent his 
child to heal brokenness in the world. A broken organ created a space for a beautiful timeless song that has touched 
many hearts. God touches our hearts in our broken places. 
 

 
I am looking forward to the music we will sing and experience, the children’s play and dinner and the many other ac-
tivities of the coming month. More than anything else though, I look forward to the beautiful candlelight and singing 
of Silent Night on Christmas Eve; joined together in the sanctuary and giving thanks for God entering our broken 
world. Let us give thanks for the Christ child bringing healing and calm in our chaotic world. 
 

 
Looking forward to the Advent journey together, 
Carolyn    

                                            Revs. Carolyn & David Williamson, Co-Lead Pastors   
                                            Peggy Namie, Office Administrator   

    Nataliya Birmingham, Church Treasurer  
    Mike Sanflippo, Music Director                                                    
    Thomas Rodgers, Organist                                                        
    Jessica Chaulk , Contemporary Music       
    Martha Yamnitz, Children’s Ministry  Director  

                                            Meredith Holmes, Youth Director 
                                            Mellony Carswell, Nursery Coordinator 
                                            Jeff Stevens, Property Maintenance Manager 
                                            Caleb Jarrard, Audio/Video Tech                                                                        Giving  

Estimate of Giving for 2023 QR Code 



Altar Flowers for DECEMBER—Sign Up 

December 4th  —Available 
December 11th—Vee Markel     
December 18th—Poinsettias 
December 25th —Poinsettias 
 
The 2023 Altar Flower Calendar is located in the Office. 
Call the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy at 
office@gracestaugustine.org  to sign up for providing 
flowers in the sanctuary.  

($30 Total for the two arrangements) 

 Anniversaries  In The Month Of  DECEMBER 
 

 

None that we are aware of. 

 

If your name is not listed in the “Birthdays” or “Anniversaries” and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org  Thank you! 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Saturday Church Wide Email Submissions DUE BY 2 pm THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE   
     EMAIL DATE THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:                                                                                    
          Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesdays prior to the Saturday Email 
          December 3rd—Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Monday,  November 28th 
          December 10th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, December 7th 
          December 17th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on  Wednesday,  December 14th 
          December 24th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wedesday, December 21st 
         December 31st Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, December 28th  
 
→Newsletter Submissions:  
         For the JANUARY 2023 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES—submit by 4 pm on or before  

Monday, DECEMBER 19th (earlier submission date due to the Christmas holidays) 
         Send submissions to Peggy Namie, Office Administrator  at office@gracestaugustine.org        

Your observation of these deadlines is greatly appreciated! 
THANK YOU!  

Birthdays In The Month Of  DECEMBER 
 

2nd:  Dan Rieder 
4th:   Richard MacMullen • David Parlin 
6th:   Peggy Getsinger • Steve James •  
        Ernest Osemwenkhae 
9th:   Gen. Kennedy C. Bullard 
10th: Carolyn Little 
11th: Karen Mathis 
13th: Harry Ruhsam 
15th: Donna Ruhsam 
16th: Jim Birmingham 
17th: Nataliya Birmingham  
18th: Barbara Crookshank 
19th: Bonnie Altman • Dee Deyloff • Ann White 
21st: Randy Altman  
28th: Sanford Ray 
30th: Tom Power • Don Rix • Dylan Sanchez 
 

Stewardship Season at Grace UMC. 

“Do no neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God” (Hebrews 13:16). 

The concept of tithing, giving 10% of our income, or intentionally growing our giving towards that goal, specifically 
refers to our giving to the church, to make possible its work and ministry. Our giving to other non-profit organizations 
— most of us have several that are near and dear to our hearts — is philanthropy that is over and above our tithe to 
the church. 

For Christians, the primary way that we express our support for “The Lord’s Work” is through the work of the church 
we call home...Grace UMC. Because we take the spiritual discipline of financial stewardship seriously, during steward-
ship season each year, we are asked to make our pledge for the gifts that we plan to give to support the work and the 
ministry of Grace UMC for the upcoming year. 

Even in the wake of the disruptions of the past few years, the work and ministry of Grace remains as strong as ever. 
This work and ministry exist only because of the generosity of the members of our congregation. 

I am asking you to prayerfully commit to making your financial pledge to supporting the work and ministry at Grace 
UMC for 2023 and beyond. Doing so allows the leaders at Grace plan and determine how to continue to do the work 
and ministry of the church. 

Please complete and turn in the pledge form included or online at www.gracestaugustine.org 

I’m grateful to be part of a community of faith that makes the blessings of the ministry of Grace possible every day. 

In His Honor, 

Rich Bevilacqua 

Grace Stewardship Committee Chair 

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE—LAST DAY TO BRING YOUR ITEMS IN IS Sunday, December 4th 

Wednesday, November 2nd the Salvation Army Angel Tree will be in the Breezeway Hallway. 
This year we hope to sponsor 50 children so that they can have a Merrier Christmas! 
Please take a tag (or more if able) to purchase the items that are on the tag and return those items (UNWRAPPED) 
back to the church on or before Sunday, December 4th. Please be sure to read the instructions posted on the wall 
next to the tree. 
 
Thank you for supporting this very worthy cause! 

 



Stephen Ministry Corner – “The Ministry of Listening” 

Stephen Ministry Corner - December, 2022 

The holidays can be a difficult time for some in our church family - as well as in our larger community. For many 
the holidays are a dark time. You’ve probably heard some folks who are grieving say that they “just want to skip 
the holidays altogether.”  That’s a hard thing to do as one is confronted with holiday celebrations, decorations, 
music and glitter at every turn. Loneliness is more real and deep. And in the end, trying to ignore something 
doesn’t make the sadness go away.  

Grief, divorce, loss, financial worries, illness, substance abuse, unwanted changes are all reasons to feel isolated 
and depressed at this time of year. The stress or concerns do not stop because of the season.  

Our Stephen Ministers are aware of these things that people face. We are here to walk with you or with someone 
you know who is struggling to get through the season or face the new year. Jesus came into the world to bring for-
giveness, salvation, peace, healing and comfort. Truly He is our hope as we walk with our care receivers through 
their dark days, and we too find our strength in him.  

If you are in need or aware of someone in need of a listening ear and encouragement, call one of the pastors or 
one of our Stephen Leaders. We at Stephen Ministry are hoping and praying that you and yours have a blessed 
holiday season! 

Your Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 
Marva Warmington (314-602-9438; mlwarmington@gmail.com 

Roger Carlson (204-483-7183; revrogerj@yahoo.com) 
 
 

Stephen Ministry Meeting—NO meeting in December 
 
 

GUMC Main Office Hours for DECEMBER                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Main Office is open Monday—Friday, 8 am—4 pm. 
If you are in need of anything, please give Peggy Namie a call at 904-829-8272/office or  
    email her at office@gracestaugustine.org  
The Offices will be CLOSED December 1st, 2nd , 5th, and 26th. 

Prayers For and From Our Congregation 
 
Names remain listed here for 30 days. 
After which time, they are included in "Unspoken Names." 
We pray for the Unspoken Names, for our Church, for First Responders, 
    for Law Enforcement, for our Military, for all those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters, and 
    the people of the world 
ALL Medical Staff  & Families that are currently dealing with COVID  
 

Individual Prayer Needs: 
  

Family of Doreen Hall who died on Wednesday, November 23, 2022 (wife of husband, Don & sister of Kerry Lilly) 

Randy Mathis undergoing treatment for cancer (husband of Karen Mathis) 

Larry Lilly diagnosed with cancer (brother of Kerry Lilly) 

Sally Hall Williamson (mother of Pastor Carolyn Williamson) and Sally’s husband, Jack both     

    recovering from COVID 

Nancy Williamson under Hospice Care (mother of Pastor David Williamson) 

Family and friends of Wanda Qualman who died on November 2, 2022 (daughter – Andrea 

    Ramsey and granddaughter – Brooke Wilson) 

Barbara Crookshank fell and broke her femur requiring surgery. She is recovering at Moultrie 

    Creek Nursing and Rehab Center 

David Elder diagnosed with Bone Marrow Cancer (Choir Director at Anastasia Baptist Church) 

Stan Russo ongoing health issues (wife Marie) 
Ava Jones (father/Kevin, mother/Kym and grandparents/Jim & Trish Gilliam)  
    Ava is not doing well due to the progression of her cancer  
 

Prayers for our homebound: 
    Rose Ponder 
    Elaine Hanni 
    Patty Harding (husband, Ray) 
    Bob Meade 
 
 
 



Groups and Committee Meetings In DECEMBER 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES at 9 am and 11 am 
    CANTATA at 11 am on December 4th 
    December 25, 2022 AND January 1, 2023 ONLY ONE Service at 10 am on  
SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Sundays at 9:30 am—10:30 am  
    In person in the Pastor’s Office & via Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/806127553?    
    pwd=YUw1V213OVJnUmpxUjAvS2l4ZUtuQT09                                    
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    Password: seekers 
    One tap mobile  19292056099,,806127553#,,,,*4838220# 
BISCUIT BOYZ/Men’s Group—Mondays at 9 am, Wesley Room & via Zoom   
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83795795360?pwd=YTI4VEpZNWITM2w5QzZKRIdRTzJ0Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 837 9579 5360 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 

BOY SCOUT TROOP #243—Mondays at 6:30/7 pm, Brusaw Hall/Boy Scout Hut 
TRUSTEES MEETING—Monday, December 12th at 5 pm, Wesley Room 
UPPER ROOM PRAYER CIRCLE—Tuesdays at 9:30 am, Wesley Room 
STAFF MEETINGS—Tuesdays at 10 am, Fellowship Hall 
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS—Tuesdays at 12 pm 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96076302991?pwd=eTIMNExGKzFKc2YwUDITV0UvUkVQUT09 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    Passcode: 254042 
    One tap mobile =19292056099,,96076302991#,,,,,,0#,,254042# 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING—Tuesday, December 13th at 4 pm via Zoom 
PRAISE TEAM—Wednesdays at 4:45 pm, Sanctuary 
GRACE KIDS—Sundays at 9 am & 11:00 am, Upstairs  
    Wednesdays at 5 pm—6:30 pm, Upstairs 
YOUTH—Sundays at 9 am & 11 am—12 pm, Youth Room Upstairs 
   Wednesdays at 5 pm—6:30 pm, Youth Room Upstairs 
BUILDING BELOVED COMMUNITY - Wednesdays at 5 pm - 6:30 pm 
    In-person in the Wesley Room & virtually using this Zoom link:    
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81757191393? 
        pwd=r0sscYwL949W_RJUtdBYwQvgT5T81S.1 
    Meeting ID: 817 5719 1393 
    Passcode: 746729 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,81757191393#,,,,*746729# 
HANDBELLS—Wednesdays at 6 pm 
CHANCEL CHOIR—Wednesdays at 7 pm 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING—Thursday, December 8th at 6:30 pm, Wesley Room 
DINING WITH DIGNITY—Friday, December 16th, begin serving at 6 pm 
 

As always, your attendance/participation is greatly appreciated in your support  
of the inner workings of GUMC! 

     

 
     

 

 
 

 

Christmas Potpourri 
 

Featuring 

Grace Chancel Choir 

Cantabile Chamber Ensemble 

and 

Nonet! 
from the St Augustine Community 

Chorus 

Accompanied by 

Shannon McKay and  

Thomas Rodgers 

Friday Dec 16 at 6:00 pm 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 
8 Carrera St. 

St. Augustine, FL  32084 
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             EVERYONE* is asked to fill this form out completely ! 

                      *Even if your information has not changed!  

Return this as soon as possible by placing it in the basket at the rear of the Sanctuary,  

  in the offering plate, mail or you may return it directly to Peggy in the Church Office. 

This will enable GUMC to stay in touch more efficiently! This information is for GUMC use only! PLEASE PRINT! 

Name: ___________________________________________________Date of birth: ______/______/______   

    Email Address— Home: ___________________________        and/or Work: ________________________   

   □ Single □ Married □ Widower/Widow □ Divorced □ Partner □ Male □ Female □ Anniversary  ____/____/______  

         Race/Ethnicity: □  Asian    □  African American    □  Caribbean    □  Haitian    □  Hispanic/Latino     

                         □  Native American    □  Pacific Islander    □  White    □  Multi-Racial  □  Other ___________________ 

     □ Member of Grace United Methodist Church   OR   □ Regular attendee   OR   □  Seasonal Attendee  

Spouse: _________________________________________________ Date of birth: ____/____/______  

     Email Address— Home: ________________________ and/or Work: ________________________ 

    □ Single □ Married □ Widower/Widow □ Divorced □ Partner □ Male □ Female □ Anniversary  ____/____/______  

         Race/Ethnicity: □  Asian    □  African American    □  Caribbean    □  Haitian    □  Hispanic/Latino     

                         □  Native American    □  Pacific Islander    □  White    □  Multi-Racial  □  Other ___________________ 

     □ Member of Grace United Methodist Church   OR  □ Regular attendee   OR   □  Seasonal  Attendee 

Local Address: ______________________________________ (City, State & Zip) _______________________ 

     □ Seasonal (months here): □ Summer ___-___□ Fall ___-___ □ Winter ___-___  □ Spring ___-___ 

Home Address: _____________________________________  (City, State & Zip) _______________________  

Phone—Home: □ ____________________    

               His Cell: □ ____________________Her Cell: □___________________ 

Children (living at home): 

          Name: ________________________________ Date of birth: ______/______/______ Grade: ______   

          Name: ________________________________ Date of birth: ______/______/______ Grade: ______    

          Name: ________________________________ Date of birth: ______/______/______ Grade: ______  

          Name: ________________________________ Date of birth: ______/______/______ Grade: ______  

Please check all that apply:                            
Prefer to receive monthly newsletter via:  □ Email    □ US Mail    □ Pick up printed copy at the church 
Prefer to receive church-wide notifications via: □ Email _____________________________  

 
                □  Text ________________________    □ Phone: ____________________________                                                                                                                                                                            

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! Peggy Namie/Office Administrator    

                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                            



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The four-week season of Advent leading up to Christmas is all about the coming of Jesus - his coming long ago, his 
coming today and our anticipation of his coming again in glory.  During this four-week Advent study we'll be exploring 
Biblical texts about what Jesus came to do. We'll discover afresh the hope, peace, joy and love that are with us in un-
limited supply. We'll marvel and wrestle with what this all means for us to live together in community with people 
who are both so different and so similar to one another. Dinner is included each week! And December 14 includes the 
Children's Dinner Theater Program! It's going to be awesome:-) Group facilitator: Pastor David 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN DECEMBER: 

December 4th: Christmas Cantata –  

  “Let There Be Christmas” by Joseph M. Martin at the 11 am worship service 

  No Communion – we will observe Communion on December 11th 

December 14th: Children’s Christmas Dinner Theater –  

  “Welcome to the Manger” 

  Dinner will begin at 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

December 16th: Music at Grace – Christmas Potpourri 

  Featuring Grace Chancel Choir, Cantabile Chamber Ensemble, and Nonet from the St. Augustine Community Chorus 

  Accompanied by Shannon McKay and Thomas Rodgers/Program begins at 6 pm in the sanctuary 

· Dining with Dignity—Begin serving dinner at 6 pm to those less fortunate and those within our community 

December 24th: Christmas Eve Candlelighting Services 

  5 pm more contemporary/family friendly with young children 

  7 pm more traditional 

December 25th: CHRISTMAS DAY Sunday Worship  (NO Fellowship Time)             

  Only ONE worship Service at 10 am 

January 1st, 2023  Sunday Worship (NO Fellowship Time)       

  Only ONE worship Service at 10 am                                                                                    


