Our Mission Offering for the month of AUGUST is:

AUGUST 2018

Rise Against Hunger
*Please mark your envelope “Mission Offering for the month of August” when giving.
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Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are sent out via email unless you request otherwise.
Printed copies of Grace Notes & the monthly calendar are available at the church
or via mail (upon request). You may also view the newsletter at gracestaugustine.org.

Grace United Methodist Church
8 Carrera Street
St. Augustine, FL 32084

“In GOD we trust!”

Becoming More Christ-like . . . moving
closer to our neighbors
by Rev David Williamson
The Apostle Paul told the Philippian
Church that Jesus (though he was God)
emptied himself and became human
(Phil 2:6-7). The gospel of John says,
“The Word (Jesus) became flesh and
blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” (John 1:14 MSG).

The Jewish lawyer was surprised to hear
that someone as different from him as a
Samaritan (Jews and Samaritans despised one another) could be his neighbor. That’s how God sees it according to
Jesus.

This action of moving closer to a neighbor who is different from us in order to
learn their story is a means of grace that
will form us spiritually – revealing the
realities of heaven here on earth.

This is the work being done on Tuesdays
in August (12:00 – 1:15 pm) in our Community Conversations on Race. This is
the work being done on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays at 10:15 am as people read the
book “Your Neighbor as it is in Heaven”
together. This is the work that will be
happening at the upcoming Community
This wasn’t a move made out of selfWe miss the point when our pursuit of a Forum on Re-Thinking Conflict on Sepinterest or self-preservation. This was a church involves finding a group of peo- tember 8 at 6:30 p.m. with special guest
move made out of self-giving love.
ple who all think similar to ourselves.
Rev Gary Mason from Northern Ireland.
“Missing the mark,” by the way, is one
This is what love looks like: “God sent
definition of the Greek word the Bible
John says that when we see Jesus movhis only son into the world so that we
uses for sin (hamartia).
ing into the neighborhood with this selfmight live through him.” (1John 4:9)
emptying love, we see the glory of God.
Instead, we would do well to pay atten- That is the promise. As we follow Jesus
Through Jesus, God models the way to tion to how Jesus moves close to you
toward all our neighbors, we will see no
life for us – moving closer to neighbors. and me who couldn’t be more different less than the glory of God.
than him. We would do well to recogLest we think neighbors are the ones
nize how Jesus treats you and me by
that look and think like us alone, we on- identifying deeply with our story so that
ly need to read the story Jesus told the we discover in him a new story that is
lawyer who thought he knew that his
far more amazing than the one we’d
neighbor was the person who belonged been living.
to his same political party and shared
his same theological convictions (Luke
10).
It is Jesus’ life that bears witness to the
This wasn’t God planning a vacation or a life-giving power that is unleashed when
move to a relaxing, comfortable place
we follow Jesus in his move closer to
where he would fit right in with people our neighbors – the ones we like to
who agreed with him and would invite avoid, overlook and talk about instead
him over for drinks and dinner.
of talk with.

AUGUST Birthdays

AUGUST Anniversaries

3rd Ann Campbell · Linda Evans · Edwin Rousseau
5th Kaiya Norman · Judy Storey
6th Janet Preble
7th John Beall · Jan Tillotson
8th Cameron Cummings · Doyne Holland
10th Christine Mars
14th Aleko Darios
16th Peter White
18th Daniel Hawver · Paula Namie
21st Judy Riggle
23rd Mike Osgood · Janet Rusin
24th Jack Amole · Clara Santoro
26th Cindy Abate · Alyssa Dunlap · Kristina Santoro
27th Julia Williamson
29th Larry Bishop · Nancy Witt
30th Geraldine Klinger
31st Jerome Adducie

26th Dan & Mary Rieder

Thoughts From Our Lay Leader
Becky Weiss
Dear Grace Church Family,
I recently heard a song which I thought had an unusual title. It was “Dream Small” by Josh Wilson.
What?! After all, normally we are encouraged by family, friends, preachers, teachers, and employers
to have lofty goals and to dream “big” dreams. The advice to dream small seems counterintuitive and
the opposite of what our society and culture deems successful and admirable. So just what is the message of Wilson’s song
lyrics? Let me share some of his words with you.

If your name is not listed in the birthdays or anniversaries and it should be, please contact Peggy Namie in
the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email
office@gracestaugustine.org . Thank you!

“Dream small.
Don’t bother like you’ve gotta do it all.
Just let Jesus use you where you are.
One day at a time
Live well
Loving God and others as yourself.
Find little ways where only you can help.
With his great love
A tiny rock can make a giant fall
Dream small.”

AUGUST Altar Flowers
08/05— available
08/12— available
08/19— Bernie & Peggy Namie’s Family
08/26— available

Altar Flowers
The 2018 Altar Flower sign-up calendar is located in the sanctuary.
Sign-up early so that you secure the date/s that are meaningful to you.
The altar flowers are $30 TOTAL.
Please fill out a form and place it, along with payment, in the offering plate.
Please note on the check the date that you want to place the flowers in the sanctuary. Thank you!

Please Help to Replenish Our Church Pantry For Those Less Fortunate
Our Church Pantry is nearly empty. Please consider bringing canned goods for those that are less fortunate
than we are. Please be sure to bring canned goods that are easy to open/pop top lid (does not require a can
opener) and does not necessarily need to be heated—can eat directly out of the can. Your generosity is
very much appreciated!

Fourth Sunday Fellowship Time Host/Hostess Needed
ONLY ONCE a month (4th Sunday) someone is needed to purchase, prepare, and serve the nibbles and drink for the
Fellowship Time in the Fellowship Hall between services and then clean-up. The tables and chairs will already be set up for
you. Please contact Bonnie Brock, our Volunteer Coordinator at 904-436-8733, bbrock6390@gmail.com

Join Us For A Book Club—Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
Starting Sunday, August 5th - a book club will start, focused on the resource "Next Door As it is in Heaven." This group is
open to all who have in interest learning how to better know and love our neighbors/neighborhoods. Through conversation
and sharing, the hope is to find practical ideas for how to make our neighborhoods more livable. The group will meet on the
1st and 3rd Sundays at 10:15am in the fellowship hall. Text questions and/or interest to Mark and Shawna LeMaire at
904.673.9000 or mdlemaire98@gmail.com

For me, there is a great lesson in this song. God wants to use us where we are in numerous small ways every day. When
we act and react as Jesus followers, we are showing His love to those around us. The collective weight of countless small
acts of mercy can change our world. The cumulative effect of our “small dreams” can be transformed into a “big dream” of
living an authentic life of kindness, compassion, and love. Using our spiritual gifts every day can be a blessing to others and
to ourselves.
We can all share a smile or word of encouragement with those who are lonely or sad. We can lend a hand to someone
who needs help. We can send a card, make a phone call, give a ride, or share a lunch. We can pray for someone or, better
yet, we can pray with someone who needs comfort. We can listen to each other’s stories without judgment. At times, just
being present with a brother or sister in his or her need is the greatest gift of all.
What are your “small dreams” for Grace Church? What are your “big dreams” for Grace Church? We need both! How
can you use your spiritual gifts to contribute to the vision of Grace to be a church for all generations making disciples of the
next generation for the transformation of the world? The Nominations and Leadership Development Committee is seeking
those who want to use their time and talent to serve Grace in various ways. Please let Pastor Carolyn, Pastor David, Larry
Yunker, or a member of the committee know if God is calling you to serve in a specific way. You can also update your
serving interests and spiritual gifts online through the email which you received recently.
There is a saying (also a song written by Kittie Suffield) which says that “Little is much when God is in it.” God can multiply our efforts and our “small dreams” to become powerful and mighty works for His kingdom when we walk in His will. A
faithful friend of God became the father of a great nation. A tiny amount of oil became enough to fill many jars and thus
saved a widow and her sons. An humble shepherd boy brought down a giant. Two fish and five loaves of bread became a
meal for five thousand. Many Samaritans became believers because of one woman’s encounter with Jesus at the well.
Twelve ordinary men changed the world. One tiny baby born in a manger became the Savior and hope for all mankind.
Let God be in your “small dreams” and use them for His glory!
May the Lord be a shelter right by your side,
Becky

Save the Date!
Next Financial Peace University Starts August 22 @ 6:30 p.m.

Reporting For The Month Of JUNEMission Offerings:

Fifteen people at Grace just finished the nine week course. During that nine
week period, the class members paid off $30,160 in non-mortgage debt, $6,430
was saved, 14 credit cards were cut up, 3 people started giving more to God’s work through the church and one person
started giving for the first time. Five of the class members volunteered to lead the next class that we hope you and a friend
will take. The nine week class is ideal for high school students through older adults. Childcare will be provided, if needed.

Mark Your Calendars NOW!
Grace UMC’s Annual Night’s of Lights Big Red Christmas Train Ride will be Thursday, December 13th at 7 p.m. (Train leaves
at 7:10 p.m.) The cost will be $11 per adult and $5 per child. A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Sign-up will begin
November 4th. Last day to sign-up and pay will be Sunday, December 9th.

Meetings:
· Trustees Meeting—NOT meeting in August
· Finance Committee Meeting— August 14th/Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., Room #4
· Church Council Meeting—august 16thThursday at 6:30 p.m. , Wesley Room

ALL meetings at the church are open for anyone to attend. For SPRC meetings, please call the church office in advance.

Mission Trip to Cuba

$

Transportation

$

Youth Mission Trip

$

Rise Against Hunger

$

Florida Conference

$

VBS Mission Project/Panua Mission

$

Habitat for Humanity

$

Children’s Home

$

Young Life Capernaum

$

CCW

$

45

MUip (Cuba)

$

725

Warren Willis Children’s Camp

$

3,016

St. Francis House

$

1,960

UMVIM

$

Dalit Freedom Network (from GUMM)
CareFest
Disaster Relief

$
$
$

In JUNE:
Dining With Dignity served 48

Dining With Dignity
The AUGUST Dining with Dignity will be held on Friday, August 17th at 6 p.m.
You are invited to come help do any or all of the following: set-up, prepare, serve, and clean up after the
meal. If you are interested, contact Mike Osgood, 904-377-2686, dcs0823@bellsouth.net .

Collecting School Supplies
We are asking that you bring school supply donations to the church on or before August 5th (at the latest) as we will be praying over those supplies during the services that Sunday. There are many students in St. Johns County that do not have the
means to get their own school supplies and we hope to meet that need with
donations from our congregation. Thank you all so much for picking up pens, pencils, backpacks and such when you are out
doing your shopping during the season leading up to the beginning of another school year.
Items needed:
Backpacks

Pencils

Black/Blue Pens

Glue Sticks

Scissors (all sizes)

3-Ring Binders

Subject Dividers

Spiral Notebook

Loose-leaf Notebook Paper

Lunch Boxes

School Supply Boxes

Highlighters

Colored Pencils

Markers

Crayons (24 Count) Box

Erasers

YTD
725
5,646
275

1,621

1,255

Did You Know You Can Give To Grace
UMC Online Or By Text?
Visit the church website gracestaugustine.org and
click “Give Online.” Or you can text an amount to
904-717-4772 and then follow the instructions to
designate your contribution to the general, capital
or missions budgets. This is one way you can stay
consistent with your commitment to financially
support the ministries of Grace Church.
With online and text giving you can still give even if
you are out of town or on vacation. Thank you!

Office Hours:
The office hours for Grace United Methodist Church are:
Main Office: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8 a.m.—3 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m.—3 p.m./Peggy Namie—Office Administrator
office@gracestaugustine.org
Finance Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m./Nataliya Birmingham—Church Treasurer
finance@gracestaugustine.org

Deadlines For Church Publications:
→Weekly Bulletin Submissions ARE DUE BY 2 p.m. THE WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO THE
BULLETIN THAT THE INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN:
August 5th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, August 1st 2 p.m.
August 12th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, August 8th 2 p.m.
August 19th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, August 15th 2 p.m.
August 26th bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, August 22nd 2 p.m.
September 2nd bulletin—submissions are due by Wednesday, August 29th 2 p.m.
→Newsletter Submissions FOR THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES ARE DUE BY 2 p.m. Monday, August 20th

Trustees Report for Grace Notes
AUGUST 2018
Submitted by Kreg Kinney, Trustees Chair (as of July 13, 2018)
Friends,
We invite you to visit our newly remodeled District Office on Wednesday, August 1, 2018.
We will be available for you to visit from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. and then again from 2-4 p.m.
The address is 1415 LaSalle Street, Jacksonville.
PARKING
Please do not park in the lot directly across from Swaim UMC (now known as San Marco UMC). That lot is reserved parking.
You can park in our office parking spaces, and in the parking spaces in the lot that we
share with the Hendricks Food Mart and Stan's Sandwich Shoppe. There is also street
parking available all along LaSalle Street.
We look forward to seeing everyone then!
Pam Mullay
Assistant to District Superintendent, Rev. Jay Therrell

Men’s Discipleship Group
A small group of men from Grace UMC are meeting at Maple Street Biscuit Company (right across the street from the church
at 7 a.m. on Monday mornings. It is a time of fellowship to include sharing, prayer , and time in God’s Word. We are done by
8:15 a.m. You are invited. Bring your Bible, notebook, and something to write with. See you Monday morning…
Pat Cummings

Save The Date
Sunday, September 9th is our Annual Mission Fair

With the IFACS Condition Report and Budget completed, the next step in the development
of the Master Plan for Capital Improvements is a Space Utilization Study. Trustees have the lead in that study and Pastor
David is coordinating with Ron Geyer, who has donated his time and talent to help us conduct that study. Once this study
is complete we will begin more detailed architectural work with budgets for each item. These can then be presented to
Church Council for prioritization and implementation.
Trustees have the lead in resolving the long-standing issue with Flagler College’s easement through the parking lot. We
have retained an attorney, Jane West, to represent Grace UMC in this matter. On 09 July, Jane West, Kreg Kinney, Jocelyn
Flynt, and Conley Weiss met with representatives of Flagler College to discuss what can be done with this easement. We
are particularly concerned with the deteriorated condition of the sidewalk down the center of the parking lot. This sidewalk is fully within Flagler’s easement and is their responsibility. Flagler acknowledges that the sidewalk needs attention
but they are very hesitant to deed ownership of the property to Grace UMC. We discussed an easement swap that might
be acceptable to both parties. There is still considerable negation to be done and it is too early to discuss specifics, but
progress is being made. We should hear back from Flagler College by late August after they have discussed the idea with
their Executive Board.
We are moving forward with a possible lease of the steeple tower to T Mobile for installation of antennae. T Mobile’s reps
have made multiple visits to the tower to determine its feasibility for their purposes. So far they are pleased with what
they have seen. Richard Lewis is reviewing the lease and is negotiating directly with T Mobile’s attorneys to ensure that
we get a lease that is fair and equitable for Grace UMC. If this deal goes through and is acceptable to both parties, we
would receive approximately $1000 per month rent. All antennae would be within the structure of the steeple and would
not be unsightly. T Mobile and their representatives are responsible for getting the necessary clearances from HARB for
this use.
Some Church members have questioned the status of Ancient City Parking, Inc (ACP) and their lease of our parking lot.
ACP is Grace’s tenant and the Trustees oversee the lease, so this seems an appropriate place to address some questions.
Below is some information that may help:

Mission For The Month Of AUGUST—
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief non-profit organization that seeks to end global hunger by engaging
local volunteers in the packaging and distribution of food and other life saving aid to people in developing nations. The
organization was formed in 1998, and began its meal packaging program in 2005. The organizational mission is stated as
“To end hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-saving aid to the world's most vulnerable and by creating a global
commitment to mobilize the necessary resources.” It has mobilized over 500,000 volunteers to send more than
224,000,000 meals to 71 countries. Every year Rise Against Hunger reserves 10% of its projected meals to respond to
crisis situations including natural disasters, conflict and famine.

Starting January of this year, ACP began leasing and operating our parking lot. This was done for tax reasons; the
Finance Committee can explain this more fully.
ACP is a tenant, not a mission or a church organization. They are completely independent from Grace UMC. ACP has
a Board of Directors that governs its operation. This Board of Directors is a distinct entity and is not affiliated
with Grace UMC.
ACP is a not-for-profit corporation. Per the Articles of Incorporation and the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between Grace and ACP, any excess funds at the end of the year will be distributed to charitable causes. Most of
these funds will go to Grace UMC. There may be valid tax reasons why ACP would give to charitable causes other
than Grace UMC. However, if such distributions are made, ACP has committed to supporting only charitable
causes that are also supported by Grace UMC.
ACP is on sound financial footing. They are easily meeting their obligations and should be able to make a sizeable contribution to Grace UMC at the end of the year.
ACP will be transitioning to a cashless system within the next few weeks. Instead of requiring cash for payment, they
will be taking credit and debit cards. This will mean a substantial reduction in work for the counters since Grace
UMC counters also volunteered to count ACP’s weekly receipts. It should also make the parking lot more secure.
With no cash on hand, the parking lot will be a much less attractive target for thieves.
Kreg Kinney is Chairman of ACP. If you have any questions regarding ACP and/or its relationship to Grace UMC.
Please call Kreg’s cell at 563-543-5833

Boy Scout Troop 243 Recent Activities...
Oceanography Merit Badge (OMB):
collecting Bayfront water samples

T-243 scouts viewing things collected in OMB
water samples

Memorial Days stars and stripes lowered to half mast
between 7 a.m. and noon

Volunteer Boy Scouts taking a refreshing break during
Cub Scout Day Camp Week

Tour time at Robins AFB on way to
Woodruff Summer Camp (WSC)

WSC so many experiences...
some T-243 members relax and go fishing

Florida Crown Emmaus Community—Walk to Emmaus

Youth Ministry Update...

Would you like to have your eyes more fully opened to the beauty of God’s love in the
world around you? Would you like to gain a fresh touch of God’s transforming grace? If
your answer to these questions is “yes”, then The Walk to Emmaus spiritual renewal experience is for you.

The youth have had a fun summer together. We have “hulaed”, swam, sang, danced, worshiped, prayed and grown closer to
one another and God.

The Florida Crown Emmaus Community is planning for both men and women’s fall
walks. The men’s walk will be October 4-7, 2018, and the women’s walk will be October
11-14, 2018. If you feel that God is calling you to be a pilgrim on the Emmaus Road or if
you would just like more information about the Walk to Emmaus, please contact Conley
or Becky Weiss. Many members of Grace have participated in the Walk to Emmaus and can answer your questions and
share their experience with you. Attending the Walk to Emmaus has helped many Christians to rediscover the presence of
Christ in their lives, to deepen their faith, and to grow in spiritual maturity. Check it out!!

Busy Fingers
Busy Fingers will not meet in August.
There is ample supply of shawls, lap robes and baby blankets in boxes in the Wesley Room. If
anyone knows of someone who would benefit from one of these, please feel free to help
yourself. There is a folder in the Blessed box where information can be written concerning the
recipient, etc.”.

Next New Member Orientation Class
Sunday, September 16th, 12:15—2 p.m., WR (Lunch is provided) Please let the office know if you would like to attend. You
may also notify of your desire to attend on the registration pad on Sundays.

The youth had a great time serving in Charleston, SC in July. Once again we joined our friends from First United Methodist of
St. Augustine and attended a Fuge Mission Camp. We stayed in the dormitories of Charleston Southern University and enjoyed fantastic worship, Bible Study, games and food. During the day we broke up into mission groups. One group worked
with special needs ministry. They helped out at a state run residential facility doing crafts, playing basketball, painting nails,
doing puzzles. Some even helped with physical therapy in the pool. One day they went to a private day center where they
sang karaoke with their new friends, did crafts, read books and laughed a lot. Other groups did children’s ministry, and
games and recreation. Sydney Buchanan, our youth summer intern (who also leads worship music at the 9:15 service), and
Jayce Ginn, director of youth at First UMC, led songs for the children on guitar. One of the girls, age 11, asked Sydney about
being a worship leader and Sydney shared with her what that was like. Then they shared a worship song together with the
group. When it was over the little girl cried and told Sydney she wanted to be a worship leader just like her.
The youth had a lot of fun serving, learning and worshipping. They were all positive and enthusiastic and it was a real joy to
be in ministry together. I am thankful I had the opportunity to share the week with them. Thank you for support for our
youth and for your giving toward the mission trip!
Sydney Buchanan will be ending her time working with the youth at the end of July. So what’s next? We will be hiring a director of youth ministries! The SPRC and Church Council have decided that now is the time to hire a permanent director and we
will begin that search. Please join us in praying that God will send the right person for this important ministry. Grace Church
is committed to being a church for all generations.
Pastor Carolyn

Grace United Methodist Church & First United Methodist Church Youth Combined

Summer Activities…

Stephen Ministry Corner:
TOP TEN REASONS TO BECOME A STEPHEN MINISTER
You have the gift of Mercy
You have the gifts of Caring and Compassion
You are a Good Listener
You earnestly Pray for Others
You share Christ’s Love with others
You understand the importance of maintaining Confidentiality
You understand that God alone is the Cure, and you are willing to be used
You have Passion for People
You want to serve and grow in your Christian Walk
You want to impact other’s Lives for Christ
(cornerstoneforlife.com/Stephen-ministry)
Stephen Ministry is a program that provides trained men and women to meet and talk with Care Receivers about difficulties
they are experiencing in their life. If you feel God is calling upon you to become a Stephen Minister, please contact one of
the pastors, or a Stephen Leader.
God Bless You,
Your Stephen Ministry Team
Sue Amole (904-553-8536), Roger Carlson (240-483-7183), Marie Russo (803-712-3712), Stan Russo (804-243-1814)

Circle of Concern
Please pray for: all unspoken prayer requests, Grace United Methodist Church, all branches of Law
Enforcement & First Responders, all Military, Phyllis Reed Adzima, Carlos Avilles, Francessca Bellavista, Mark Hunt, Claudia
Johns, Haleigh McKee, Jason Harvey Breeze, Marc Anthony Johnston, Eddie Walker, Lori Ward, Curt & Cathy Tucker,
Ann Riley, Jimmy Jones, Robbie Marshall, Janet Preble, Nicole Loprena Ishii, Cindy Nicholson, Fogg Family—5yr old son Drew,
Timothy Brown, Angie Lowe, Connie Long, Diane Dodge, Kym Gilliam Jones, Leilani Savick, Gabriel Gonzalez, Chris Lane,
Amaleigha Shipley, Frank Shipley, Kyle Power, J.B. Hunt, Stan Russo, Linda Beall, Bernadette Fidanza & family, Joe Delfoe &
family, Don Linn, Ron Ralston, Butch & Debbie Selman, Heidi Howard, Gunner Rix & Family, Paula McMillan, Scott Eberly,
Sheila & Bruce Pellicier, Family of Amy Flanegan, Melinda Price, Cindy Amy, Carol King, Leslie Brook, Sharon Campbell,
Bruce Partner, Carolyn McFarland, John Zalenski, Robin Corbett, Deborah R. Kemper, Danielle Craig, Jeanette Bassinger-Ishii,
Tanner Carmichael, John Hardtle, Joseph Di Nocco, Janice Gambussner, Barbara Ervin, Caryn Craft, Christiana & Josiah Alkive,
Jennifer (Namie) Allen & children, Family of Albert Sanflippo, Jean Pierce, Donna D’Amico, Mary Willis,
Family of Irene Boyette
Allegro: Betty Fleming
Bayview: Elaine Frenzke
Bayview—The Pavilion: Elaine Edwards, Carol Sinks
Brookdale: Lovie Fox
Brooks at Bartram Crossing Rehab: Linda Evans
Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans’ Nursing Home: Jim Donnelly
Moultrie Creek Nursing & Rehab Center: Maria Schineller
Westminster Woods: Midge Berger
In The Military: Joel Prevatt, US Air Force, Maj. Will Bermeo, Lt. Christopher Bordino-US Navy, Jacob Bradley,
M Sgt. Kat Brumfield-US Air Force, Brandon Burnette-US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, ISC Ray LeMieux,
SSgt. Miles Massey/USAF-OSI, Brian Riggenbach, MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark Spurling, Jr.,
Jason Strohmetz, Thessalomica Vila-Navy, Tom Wetmore, John Young, Jr., Haley Parks, USAF,
Adam Martinez-US Navy, Officer Candidate
PLEASE NOTE If you have a friend or a loved one in the military, please send in their picture and their rank to be
placed on the bulletin board. You may drop it off at the office Mon-Fri 9am-3pm, mail or e-mail
office@gracestaugustine.org.

Our Kids Training Plus - St. Luke's UMC - Saturday, September 29, 2018

August Stuff for Kids & Families
Our Kids Training Plus
Putting the Florida Conference School and Church Partnership to Work
Thank you for your interest in receiving information and training in healthy and effective school-church partnerships!
Why is it training plus?
The Conference Task Force for this event recommends each participating church create a team PRIOR to the training event
and bring the team to the event. When building your team, identify people who are willing to commit 4-6 hours of
preparation time BEFORE attending the event. This preparation time will include:




Reading and/or watching the recommended material (You will be emailed this information after you register.)
Praying and setting initial goals for what you hope to get out of the training

At the event your team will





Worship and hear from Bishop Carter who will kick off our training day
Hear testimonies from small, medium, and large churches who have pioneered school-church relationships
Attend workshops on simple, practical and effective ideas to implement. Workshops will be offered in the areas of Relief
(e.g. nutrition, books, supplies, supporting teachers); Betterment (e.g. mentoring, volunteers, reading programs); and
Development (e.g. education policy, collaborating with community partners)

After the event your team will




August 1st, 5:00-6:30 will be our last Wednesday at the park at SWING Park in downtown St. Aug.
August 8th is “Meet Your Teacher Night” at the local elementary schools, so we will not have any kids’ activities
that evening. Enjoy meeting your new teacher and finding out who else is in your class!
August 15th—Root Beer Float Thanks! We will be thanking the Maintenance Workers from the Parks & Recreation
Dept. who work so hard keeping our parks clean and safe for us to enjoy. Kids will be giving the workers a nice cool
root beer float along with a thank you handshake and a smile! We want a HUGE turnout of kids and parents to
thank these men and women. Will be posting the exact time to meet on Facebook and in the church bulletin.
August 22nd—Grace Kids Camp will begin—you can read more about it below—God Made It All & Me!
During the whole month of August, our Sunday Kids Groups will be learning about being the Salt & Light that Jesus
taught about in his Sermon on the Mount. (Giving the Park Maintenance workers a root beer float on a hot day is
one way to be the Salt & share the Light of Jesus!)

Participate in post training follow up peer support calls
Work your action plan, making adjustments as needed

LOCATION:
St. Luke's - Orlando, FL
4851 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd.
Orlando, FL 32819
TIME:
10AM - 3PM
COST:
$25 per person
$75 maximum per church*
$10 per participant for childcare
$25 per Equitable Compensation church no matter how many people
*We strongly recommend that you create a team of at least 3 people to attend this event together.

God Made It
All
& Me
Grab a friend and get to Grace United Methodist on Wednesdays
from 5:00-6:30 for our first Grace Kids camp of the year—God
Made It All & Me! Our first meeting will be on Wednesday,
August 22nd and we cannot wait to get started! We will be
talking about our amazing God, the world He created, and our
part in it. Invite a friend to join you and double your fun!
Parents, this is a drop off program and I just want to share with
you that the CHOCOLATE TURTLE is now open right across the
street from Grace. Seems like a perfect place to hang out with
some other parents and enjoy a little adult time. Of course, being in the heart of downtown there are plenty of options.
Grace Kids Wednesday Camp is held every Wednesday from
5:00—6:30 for kids age 3 years through 5th grade.
Grace Kids Camp is an active midweek program that allows our
kids to learn while deepening their friendships with each other
and with Jesus.

Children’s Programs
Weekly Schedule
We have wonderful programs designed to meet
the needs of our children and their families as
we strive to make disciples of next generations
for the transformation of the world!
Sunday mornings:
9:15—10:30 Children’s Choir and Sunday
Discipleship Groups
10:30—11:00 Children’s Mission Work
11:00—12:00 Children’s Choir and Sunday
Discipleship Groups
Wednesday:
5:00—6:30—Grace Kids Camp
Thursday:
10:30—11:30 Bible Tales for Tots
Please have any school supply donations at
church by August 5th at the latest. We will be
blessing the supplies and praying for the children
that receive them during the worship services on
August 5th.

Find Us Online!
Get information on the times, ages of children involved, and other important information at the Children’s Ministry page on our
church website. www.gracestaugustine.org/#/ministries/children
Stay up to date on any announcements or special events along with great pictures and stories from our kids at our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page. www.facebook.com/GraceMethodistChildrensMinistry/

