
GRACE NOTES - our monthly newsletter... 
 
Grace Notes is sent out via email monthly unless you request otherwise. 
Upon request, printed copies of Grace Notes  are mailed out. Printed copies  
are located in the sanctuary. 
You may also view the newsletter at gracestaugustine.org.   
Contact the Office 904-829-8272 or email Peggy  
office@gracestaugustine.org  to inform of your preference. 

       APRIL 2023 

Monthly Newsletter for Grace United Methodist Church  

    A Church for all generations, making disciples of next 
       generations for the transformation of the world.    

GRACE NOTES  
Our Mission Offerings For The Month Of APRIL—Quessua Mission in Angloa 

 

The Quessua Mission is a Florida United Methodist mission in Angola. Several months ago our conference global  
missions coordinator was able to travel to Angola to check on the mission and what she found was shocking. There is 
a reemergence of severe acute malnutrition in children under five that they had not seen in over a  
decade. This is due to the COVID pandemic. 
The good news is that for months our missionary has been searching for ways to provide assistance in this  
situation and was finally given partnership status with UNICEF on behalf of the Florida United Methodist Church. This 
means that they can now buy from UNICEF in Denmark, at extremely low prices, the specific ready to use treatment 
that is used globally to treat malnutrition in children. UNICEF will ship it directly to Angola. A complete two month 
treatment is $50 per child and over 250 children in the Quessua area have been identified as severely acute  
malnourished.  
 
Your donation to this monthly mission will go directly toward paying for these supplies. This is just one more way the 
connection of the United Methodist churches in Florida are making a global impact . 
 

 

 

 

Preparing for Easter 
 
There’s a story about Jesus clearing out the temple. In John’s gospel Jesus does this at the beginning of his ministry 
while in Luke’s gospel Jesus does it at the end of his ministry. Many of us read this story and think it has something to 
do with money changers or exchangers and vendors in the temple selling stuff while people came to worship. Yet, 
that wasn’t the full issue. The problem was the way the religious leaders set up the process to enter the temple. They 
had actually created an admission process in order for people to worship.  
 
The priests, scribes (or lawyers), and religious leaders known as Pharisees all worked together to moderate the tem-
ple. They helped ensure the sanctity of what happened in the courtyard and within the temple walls.  Part of this pro-
cess included using the proper currency. For example, coins with the emperors face on them were forbidden They 
were considered idolatrous. So, money exchangers traded Roman currency for Jewish currency. Of course, they had 
an exchange fee. Moreover, the religious leaders had to approve your sacrifice. This had been turned into a racket. 
No one’s initial sacrifice was approved. However, they had a pre-approved sacrifice they were ready to sell you. They 
were taking advantage of faithful people and this made Jesus angry. 
 
The real issue was if you didn’t play along: you were not allowed into the temple, and then couldn’t offer sacrifices, 
and then you couldn’t receive absolution for sin, which meant you couldn’t receive the blessing of the priests, and 
then you couldn’t properly worship God with the community. This made Jesus angry.  
 
These practices were unquestionably taught to the people. They became part of their own specific doctrine. As a re-
sult, the people who were outcasts, outsiders, and outlaws, the lowly, poor, or even with broken relationships could 
never find reconciliation. They could never find grace. They could never find peace without undue burden. In short, 
the blessings of God’s love were withheld from them by the religious. This made Jesus angry. 
 
So, Jesus turned the tables. He chased the vendors, exchangers, and religious leaders out of the temple while pro-
claiming “My house will be a house of prayer!” (Luke 19:46) The temple, or place of worship, was not to be limited 
access for those truly seeking God. Jesus’ enthusiasm for people being able to worship reminded the disciples of the 
psalmist’s writing, “passion for your house has consumed me.” (Psalm 69:9) Jesus took their exploitation and prohibi-
tion of people personally.  
 
During the Lenten season this story makes me ask myself, how am I keeping people out? How am I keeping people 
out of worship, preventing them from praying, or alienating them from God’s presence? 
 
Lent is a time of examination and these are good questions to ask ourselves: 
 
What do we need to do to clear the temples in our lives? 
What things do we need to remove that inhibit people’s experience of God? 
What do we need to remove from ourselves that prohibits people from coming to Jesus? 
 
Maybe it’s the way we see our neighbor, or perhaps the way we don’t see them.  
Maybe it’s the way we expect someone to conform to our ideals before we will love them, welcome them, or even  
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Altar Flowers for APRIL—Sign Up 

April 2nd — Anonymous Donor 
April 9th — Paula Namie 
April 16th — Connie Long 
April 23rd —Available 
April 30th—Available 
The 2023 Altar Flower Calendar is now located in the 
sanctuary. Sign up there or call the Office 904-829-
8272 or email Peggy at office@gracestaugustine.org  to 
sign up for providing flowers in the sanctuary.  

($30 Total for the two arrangements) 

 Anniversaries  In The Month Of APRIL 

 
1st: Tom & Linda Ringwood 
15th: Richard & Debra Gibson 
25th: Sterling & Penny Colee 
30th: John & Joan Kaiser 

If your name is not listed in the “Birthdays” or “Anniversaries” and it should be, please contact  
Peggy Namie in the church office via phone 904-829-8272 or email office@gracestaugustine.org  Thank you! 

Deadlines For Church Publications: 
 

→Weekly Saturday Church Wide Email— 
          submissions are due by 2 pm on the Wednesdays prior to the Saturday CW Email 
          April 1st Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, March 29th 
          April 8th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on Wednesday, April 5th 
          April 15th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on  Wednesday, April 12th 
          April 22nd Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on  Wednesday, April 19th 
          April 29th Church Wide Email—submissions are due by 2 pm on  Wednesday, April 26th 
 
→Newsletter Submissions:  
         For the MAY 2023 ISSUE OF GRACE NOTES—submit by 4 pm on or before Thursday, April 20th 
          
Send submissions to Peggy Namie, Office Administrator  at office@gracestaugustine.org        

Your observation of these deadlines is greatly appreciated! 
 

THANK YOU!  

Birthdays In The Month Of  APRIL 
 
4th: Lydia Hazen  
5th: Linda Evans • Bridget Yunker 
7th: Joyce Lundgren 
10th: Judy Bechtold • Gary Hare •  Mary Rieder 
11th: Jeff Haddock  
13th: Marshia Hewitt • Anita Madigan 
16th: Audrey Jarrard 
17th: Jan Ruch 
18th: Roger Carlson  
20th:  Alex Hales  
22nd: Harriet Conkey • Robin Osgood 
25th: Jack Bailey 
27th: Vee Markel  
29th: Eddie Joyce Geyer • Art Holden 
30th: Stafford Davis 

The parents and grandparents of our Grace youth would 
like to thank Meredith for attending their individual ex-
tracurricular activities. Her support is an extension of 
God’s love beyond the church walls.  

(continued from the previous page) 

dare to be around them.  

Maybe it’s the things we’ve held onto without question that prevents us from serving God.  

 

May we gather together to experience God’s presence and God’s grace through prayer, worship, and service. Let this 

be the time to love God by serving in the church, helping those in need, and by giving generously.  

 

On the Journey Together, 

 

Carolyn                                  

           Estimate of Giving for 2023 QR Code                                    General Giving QR Code 

 

                                                                                                                                  

Weddings at Grace UMC 

 
 
Did you know that in historic St. Augustine,  
people from many miles away, as well as       local residents, gather to witness the  
wedding ceremony of their loved ones in our beautiful church? 
 
You do not have to be a member of the  
Methodist faith to have your ceremony here.  If you or someone you know may be  
interested in additional information, please contact Luann Peck, the Wedding  
Coordinator for Grace UMC,             
Grace-UMC.WeddingCoordinator@gmail.com,  
727-631-2281 
                                      

mailto:GraceUMC.WeddingCoordinator@gmail.com


Groups and Committee Meetings In APRIL 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES at 9 am and 11 am  
HOLY WEEK: 
    CANTATA/April 2nd at the 11 am worship service (not at the 9 am worship service) Communion at both services 
    Maundy Thursday Service/April 6th at 6:30 pm at Grace UMC 
    Good Friday Service/April 7th at 7 pm at First UMC (118 King Street)   
    St. Augustine Easter Parade/Saturday, April 8th   
    EASTER/Sunday, April 9th 
SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Sundays at 9:50 am—10:50 am  
    In person in the Pastor’s Office & via Zoom 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/806127553?    
    pwd=YUw1V213OVJnUmpxUjAvS2l4ZUtuQT09                                    
    Meeting ID: 806 127 553 
    Password: seekers 
    One tap mobile  19292056099,,806127553#,,,,*4838220# 
BISCUIT BOYZ/Men’s Group—Mondays at 9 am, Wesley Room & via Zoom   
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83795795360?pwd=YTI4VEpZNWITM2w5QzZKRIdRTzJ0Zz09 
    Meeting ID: 837 9579 5360 
    Password: Biscuit 
    One tap mobile   13017158592,,9513014547#,,1#,571733#US 
PRAISE TEAM—Mondays at 4 pm, Sanctuary 
BOY SCOUT TROOP #243—Mondays at 6:30/7 pm, Brusaw Hall/Boy Scout Hut 
TRUSTEES MEETING—Monday, April 10th at 6 pm via Zoom 
UPPER ROOM PRAYER CIRCLE—Tuesdays at 9:30 am—11:30 am, Wesley Room 
STAFF MEETINGS—Tuesdays at 10 am, Fellowship Hall 
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS—Tuesdays at 12 pm 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96076302991?pwd=eTIMNExGKzFKc2YwUDITV0UvUkVQUT09 
    Meeting ID: 960 7630 2991 
    Passcode: 254042 
    One tap mobile =19292056099,,96076302991#,,,,,,0#,,254042# 
STEPHEN MINISTRY MEETING—Tuesday, April 11th, 2:30 pm—4 pm, Wesley Room 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING— 
GRACE KIDS—Sundays at 9 am & 11:00 am, Upstairs 
    Wednesdays at 5 pm—6:30 pm, Upstairs 
YOUTH—Sundays at 9 am & 11 am—12 pm, Youth Room Upstairs 
   Wednesdays at 5 pm—6:30 pm, Youth Room Upstairs 
BUILDING BELOVED COMMUNITY - Wednesdays at 5 pm - 6:30 pm 
    In-person in the Wesley Room & virtually using this Zoom link:    
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81757191393? 
        pwd=r0sscYwL949W_RJUtdBYwQvgT5T81S.1 
    Meeting ID: 817 5719 1393 
    Passcode: 746729 
    One tap mobile +19292056099,,81757191393#,,,,*746729# 
HANDBELLS—Wednesdays at 6 pm—NOT meeting on Wednesday, April 12th 
CHANCEL CHOIR—Wednesdays at 7 pm—NOT meeting on Wednesday, April 12th 
CHURCH COUNCIL—NOT meeting in April 
DINING WITH DIGNITY—Friday, April 21st, begin serving at 6 pm 

As always, your attendance/participation is greatly appreciated in your support  
of the inner workings of GUMC! 

Legacy Giving Options 

 

Estate planning is not a high priority for most, nor is it one of most people’s more enjoyable topics to think about or 
discuss. It is however, a critical part of leaving the legacy that we want for those people, institutions and causes that 
are most important to us. Making sure that we accomplish this goal requires an estate plan. Everyone should have an 
estate plan no matter the size or complexity of their estate if they wish to leave the legacy that they design. Your plan 
can be as simple or complex as you want it to be.  
 
If you do not already have an estate plan in place, I encourage you to create one soon. Talk to an attorney about 
drawing up a will, Durable Powers of Attorney, Health Care Surrogates, Living Wills, Designations of Preneed Guardi-
ans and establish guardians for minor children. You can provide specific gifts to individuals and charities by detailing 
them in your will or by naming them as beneficiaries of your various assets. This process does not take long and it is 
an investment in your legacy.  
 
I ask you all to please consider including Grace church in our estate planning. You can do so by using one of two sim-
ple methods:  
 
1.Wills and Trusts  
In as little as one sentence, you can make a gift to Grace United Methodist Church in your will or living trust to help 
ensure that we continue our mission for years to come. Simply add the following to your documents:  
“I give to Grace United Methodist Church, Inc., St. Augustine, Florida, a Florida not for profit corporation currently lo-
cated at 8 Carrera Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084, or its successor thereto, ______________* [fill in an amount, or a 
percentage of your total estate, or description of specific assets] for its unrestricted use and purpose."  
 
2.Beneficiary Designations  
Not everyone wants to commit to making a gift in their will or estate. Some prefer the increased flexibility that a ben-
eficiary designation provides by using IRAs and retirement plans, Life insurance policies, or annuities. It only takes 
three simple steps to make this type of gift. Here's how to name Grace UMC as a beneficiary:  
 
1. Contact your retirement plan administrator, insurance company, bank, or financial institution for a change-of-

beneficiary form.  
2. Decide what percentage (from 1 to 100) you would like Grace to receive and name Grace, along with the percent-

age you choose, on the beneficiary form.  
3. Return the completed form to your plan administrator, insurance company, bank or financial institution.  
4. If you name Grace UMC in your plans, please use our legal name, address and federal tax ID number.  
       Grace United Methodist Church, 8 Carrera Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084. Federal Tax Number: # 59-3532125.  
 
Please talk to your financial or legal advisor to learn which assets will or will not trigger taxable income when paid to a 
beneficiary.  
 
For more information contact Lori King, Grace Financial Secretary at gracefinancialsecretary@gmail.com or call her at 
859.533.9211; or Rich Bevilacqua at rich.bevilacqua@gmail.com if you have any questions.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Parking Lot Board (ACP, Inc.) Members Needed! 
  
     The Ancient City Parking, Inc. has recently made some changes to the way we operate so that the Board has more 
of an "Oversight" function and less "Managing".  As a result of moves and terms ending, we are in need of people who 
are interested in joining our Board. You do not have to be a member of Grace UMC in order to volunteer to be on the 
Board. 
     The ACPI Board helps make contributions to both Grace UMC and many other non-profit organizations in the St. 
Augustine community each year.  It is a great way to serve Grace UMC and the community! 
     We especially need a person familiar with accounting and QuickBooks.  And a person who will be our secretary for 
meetings.  For more information about this please call the office and Peggy will get you in touch with the president, 
Gary Haddock.  Job descriptions are available. 
     We hope to make decisions about new Board members at our next meeting on the morning of April 17th. 



Stephen Ministry Corner— 
 
Not one person on earth escapes changes and challenges that life stages bring. The fact that we all experience 
hard times does not mean that God does not love us. Because God allowed His Son Jesus to suffer while on earth 
and be sacrificed on our behalf, He demonstrated the truth that He loves each of us deeply and intimately.  
 
Suffering invites a person to to turn to God and experience His compassion, love, and faithfulness. God is always 
with us through our suffering. It is through these struggles that God can develop our faith and call us to Himself. 
Walking through hardships requires honest wrestling with doubts and dependence on God to stand firm. No 
matter what happens in life, depending upon God provides comfort, hope, and power. Stephen Ministers are 
trained lay persons available to confidentially accompany you through these challenging times in life. One does not 
have to journey alone.  
 
To learn more, please call:  
Your Stephen Leadership Team 
Marva Warmington (314-602-9438, mlwarmington@gmail.com) 
and  
Roger Carlson (240-483-7183, revrogerj@yahoo.com) 

YOUTH Schedule for APRIL                                                                     
 
We will meet for YOUTH GROUP on Wednesdays:  April 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th from 5 pm—6:30 pm in the Grace 
UMC Youth Room 

 

Change of Address                                                                  
 
Please make the temporary change of address for Stan & Marie Russo to: 
2603 Arlex Drive E 
Jacksonville, FL  32211 

Prayers For and From Our Congregation 

  
Names remain listed here for 30 days. 
After which time, they are included in "Unspoken Names." 
We pray for the Unspoken Names, for our Church, for First Responders, for Law Enforcement, for our Military, for  
    all those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters, all people world wide 
ALL Medical Staff & Families that are currently dealing with COVID 
All those in Assisted Living or Nursing Homes 
All those dealing with cancer and their families 
   
Individual Prayer Needs . . . 
Karen Parker is battling stage 3 breast cancer 
Martha Lipscomb following her husband Jack’s recent death (Maryland friends of Roger & Cyndy Carlson 
Cathy Barker recovering from cancer surgery (she and husband Gary live in TN and hvae been vacationing in St.   
    Augustine and attending Grace UMC for January/February/March for the past several years) 
Connie Long recovering from hip replacement surgery on March 16th 
Stefi Fish recovering from a recent fall (sister of Cyndy Carlson) 
Kevin Hennessy diagnosed with cancer (fiance of Michaela Weaver/daughter of Jane Weaver) 
Audrey Jarrard is at home recovering from a fall which resulted in a broken pelvis. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 2nd – Palm Sunday 

9 am Worship Service 
11 am CANTATA 

 ׀

Thursday, April 6th – Maundy Thursday 

6:30 pm Worship Service at Grace UMC 
 ׀

Friday, April 7th – Good Friday Worship Service 

Time TBA—will be held at First UMC (118 King Street) 
 ׀

Sunday, April 9th – EASTER Sunday – HE IS RISEN! 

9 am & 11 am Worship services 
 ׀

There will be two separate Egg Hunts to help alleviate traffic congestion in the parking lot. 
An Easter Egg Hunt immediately follows the 9 am worship service for those that attend that service 

AND an Easter Egg Hunt immediately follows the 11 am worship service for those that attend that service. 
Meet in the courtyard. 

 
Hand bells & Choir will NOT meet on Wednesday, April 12th. 

GUMC Main Office Hours for APRIL                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Main Office is open Monday—Friday, 8 am—4 pm. 
 
If you are in need of anything, please give Peggy Namie a call at 904-829-8272/office  
or email her at office@gracestaugustine.org  
 
Offices will be CLOSED Monday, April 10th 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School—VBS—July 17—21, 2023 
Mark your calendars NOW! 
Come and be a part of an Out-Of-This-World Experience   

                
  Stellar Shine Jesus’ Light                                                                                         

 
More details will be shared at a later date.                                                                                                                                                                                 
 



Palm Sunday, April 2nd— CANTATA 
 

 
Our Palm Sunday Cantata is Joseph Martin's Covenant of Grace.  
The songs remind us of God's faithfulness and  
His everlasting promises to us.  
There is music that will be new for you as well as familiar hymns. 
 

Sunday April 2nd at the 11 am worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Jessica Chaulk & Nick Borsa on their recent marriage on Friday, March 17, 2023. 

They were married by Rev. David Williamson in De Leon Springs, Florida. 

    

  Best wishes to them!  

 

 

 

       Mr. 

 ♥   &    ♥ 

    Mrs. 
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