
THE FAIRNESS OF GOD 
Psalm 73 

The online version of the Merriam-Webster dictionary tells us that RETROSPECT is, “a review 

of or meditation on past events.” 

In the H. David Landry, Common Sense Dictionary the word means, “gaining a clear 

understanding of present events..., once they are revealed sometime in the future.” 

In other words, when you and I take the opportunity to meditate on the events and situations of 

the past, that’s when we can see where God’s hand and His purposes were being worked out. 

Even though during the event or situation, we felt:  

1. Our lives were completely out of control 

2. Nothing made sense at all 

3. Fairness and balance weren’t being played out 

4. During the darkest of times we feel God doesn’t care (remember the disciples in the 

boat with Jesus on the Sea of Galilee, “Master, don’t you care that we are perishing?”) 

I feel that if we’re honest with ourselves, probably all of us would say that we’ve been in similar 

situations and had similar thoughts more than once in our lives. And I believe we could agree 

this morning that hindsight is always 20/20. 

Today, after two months of being separated and working through virtual meetings, we finally 

have the opportunity to at least begin meeting again as a corporate Body of Believers, even 

though many of this local Body still aren’t present with us.  

This morning, I want to touch on the issue of The Fairness of God. 

Throughout the book of Psalms we see real and sometimes raw, human emotion being worked 

out and expressed to both God and Man in Hebrew poetic form. It’s different than our English 



poetry, therefore sometimes it doesn’t seem like poetry to us at all. But trust me on this one, 

the book of Psalms is the quintessential example of Hebrew poetry from a variety of authors.  

Within the pages of the book of Psalms we read of the spiritual and emotional, even the 

physical and relational battles of man that are common to mankind down through the ages. 

Today we are going to look at a battle that perhaps many of you have been dealing with; with 

all that’s been going on in the world: the major inconveniences, the disease and the multiple of 

deaths, it’s not uncommon to hear or think, “Is our God truly fair in all of His actions, plans, and 

purposes?” 

You may not agree with me on this, but my up-front answer is, “Praise God, He is NOT fair!!” 

But let’s look into the Word this morning and perhaps you’ll see and appreciate what I’m 

saying.  

Psalm 73 is called A Psalm of Asaph. Asaph wasa a musician and worship leader during the 

reign of King David. He is credited with writing 12 Psalms (50, 73-83). In this particular Psalm, 

we see Asaph looking at a particular point in his life in retrospect. Having gone through what 

he speaks of here, he’s now able to understand the events of the past. He understands the 

events and situations of the past only as he’s able to come to a clear understanding of the 

fulness of the outcome of those things he observed. 

Once again, he’s writing in retrospect about a troubled season in his life. He begins with a 

strong affirmation about the goodness of God... 

1
 Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart. 

For Asaph, there was a foundation of truth and faith in his life that he was finally able to come 

back to. Someone has said, “When pondering the mysteries of life, hold on to what you know for 

sure, and never doubt in the darkness what God has taught you in the light.” 

Even though Asaph has finally come back to the foundation of his life and the truth of God, we 

see here his honesty about the fact that he had those times of doubting 



2
 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; my steps had nearly slipped. 

3
 

For I was envious of the boastful, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

To look at the idea of being envious, we see that it is the concept of being moved to 

jealousy, even to the point of moved with zeal! 

We look at the rich and powerful of this world and we see so many who are the 

personification of absolute wickedness; we see many politicians who seem to have sold 

their soul to get their place of power. We can easily recognize so many of these power 

brokers, both around the world and in our own country, as they are no doubt, bargaining 

with the devil to get their desires fulfilled.  

And it’s so easy to get angry because they continue to get away with it, with seemingly no 

consequences, or if they are caught and prosecuted, they only receive a slap on the wrist. 

But for us, the actual problem is discontentment and jealousy that brings about a severe 

blindness. What we see in Psalm 73 is how this blindness impacted Asaph just like it does 

you and me. All too many times we have such a great difficulty in seeing the reality of the 

whole, because we have become extremely myopic in sight and understanding, as we 

focus on the temporary.  

For Asaph, as well as many of us even today, what he thought he saw in his blindness, 

skewed his reality of the truth. Now, in retrospect he admits that he was deceived. And 

during that season of his life he perceived that for the wicked... 

4 
...there are no pangs in their death, but their strength is firm. 

5
 They are not in 

trouble as other men, nor are they plagued like other men. 

When we are blind, it’s so easy to NOT see the situation as it really is. The fact is, ever the 

wicked have troubles... even the wicked are plagued... But in our blindness, we simply don’t 

see it. What we do see is that they are continuing in their wickedness. And they are continuing 

to destroy lives around them. 



6
 Therefore pride serves as their necklace; violence covers them like a garment. 

7 

Their eyes bulge with abundance; they have more than heart could wish. 

What a great word picture he gives us here. I think of those we see in the media today, 

flaunting their opulence and wealth, without a care of a) how they got their wealth, and b) how 

they can actually use it to assist others.  

We see the power brokers of our current world and how they are able to manipulate the 

systems of the world to their own advantage, even while destroying multitudes of lives. They 

may speak great words of caring and concern, but the fact is unless you play the game their 

way, they will seek to destroy any opposition. But God isn’t blind, nor is He uncaring. 

 

These wicked... 

8
 They scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppression; they speak loftily. 

9 
They 

set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walks through the earth. 

They even boast against God denying His existence in one breath and cursing Him in the next. 

I wonder if they’ve ever thought about the paradox of “How can you curse someone who you 

think isn’t real?” 

The wicked also gather around them fools and those who hunger for the same kind of power 

and reckless abandon... 

10 
Therefore his people return here, and waters of a full cup are drained by them. 

11 

And they say, “How does God know? And is there knowledge in the Most High?” 
12

 Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at ease; they increase in riches. 

Oh, how they test the patience and longsuffering of God. Yes, in this temporary world they are 

prospering. In this temporary world they are gaining. But the thing they don’t see is that all of 

this is temporary. They don’t comprehend the reality that this life is but a vapor, a breath that 

disappears. 

The wisdom of David is declared in Psalm 39 



4
 “LORD, make me to know my end, and what is the measure of my days, that I may 

know how frail I am. 
5 
Indeed, You have made my days as handbreadths, and my 

age is as nothing before You; certainly every man at his best state is but vapor. 

But for Asaph, at least at this stage in his spiritual journey didn’t see the reality of how 

temporary this life is... at this point he didn’t see the completeness of God’s plan... And so, he 

began to doubt 

13 
Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocence. 

14
 

For all day long I have been plagued and chastened every morning. 

Asaph had forgotten the fundamental truth of those who follow and serve Jehovah. He forgot 

that we don’t serve God because of what we get out of it. We serve and worship Him because 

He is worthy of our worship and service regardless of what He allows to come to our lives. 

In the heart and mindset of Job, in the midst of all his sorrow and trouble, he declared, 

“Though God might slay me, yet will I serve Him.” 

For you that are here or connected in or listening on the radio, do you ever wonder if being 

obedient to God is truly worth it?  

Do you fully realize, that our obedience should come out of the love and appreciation we 

should feel for the greatness of who He is and His love toward us?  

The fact is, none of us deserve salvation... oh, but God...  

It is in the greatness of who He is and in the fulness of His amazing grace and love, that even 

while we were foreigners, aliens even to the knowledge of God, He “commended His love 

towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) 



Now, with that realization, let me ask you, “Aren’t you glad God’s not fair?” 

Here, as he writes in retrospect, Asaph now sees what a dangerous place he was in... both for 

himself and for those within the circles of his influence... 

15 
If I had said, “I will speak thus,” behold, I would have been untrue to the 

generation of Your children. 
16 

When I thought how to understand this, it was too 

painful for me— 

So, what was the answer to his predicament?   

For Asaph, the entire situation he saw was too painful... 
17 

Until I went into the 

sanctuary of God; then I understood their end. 

It is when you and I get our eyes refocused. When we realize that the creator of all things still 

is in control, rather it be the life and eternity of the wicked or the stretch and power of some 

virus. 

The end of the wicked is a sure thing... Once Asaph’s eyes were focused on the Lord instead 

of the wicked or instead of the circumstances that surrounded him, he finally say and 

understood their plight  

18
 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction. 

19
 Oh, 

how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment! They are utterly consumed 

with terrors. 

20
 As a dream when one awakes, so, Lord, when You awake, You shall despise their 

image. 

IT is truly a weird metaphor, but Asaph uses the phrase Lord, when You awake. You need to 

understand it is a metaphor... our Lord does not sleep or slumber. 

Once again, the wisdom of the Psalms gives us the assurance when our lives are troubled by 

current events. 

Psalm 121 



1 
I will lift up my eyes to the hills—From whence comes my help? 

2
 My help 

comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
3 
He will not allow your foot to 

be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. 
4
 Behold, He who keeps Israel shall 

neither slumber nor sleep. 

Asaph understood how his heart and thoughts were out of balance. He realized how he had 

allowed the situations and circumstances of life to become the controlling factor of his though 

processes. 

21
 Thus my heart WAS grieved, and I WAS vexed in my mind. 

22
 I WAS so foolish 

and ignorant; I WAS like a beast before You. 

 

 

23 
Nevertheless I am continually with You; You hold me by my right hand. 

24 
You 

will guide me with Your counsel, and afterward receive me to glory. 

Aren’t you glad God ISN’T fair? I think in RETROSPECT Asaph is glad that the Lord wasn’t 

fair. 

25
 Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire 

besides You. 
26

 My flesh and my heart fail; but God is the strength of my heart and 

my portion forever. 

 

 

27
 For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; You have destroyed all 

those who desert You for harlotry. 
28

 But it is good for me to draw near to God; I 

have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may declare all Your works. 


