
The Sound of Silence 
Various Verses 

 

“And the people bowed and prayed 

To the neon god they made 

And the sign flashed out its warning 

In the words that it was forming 

And the sign said “The words of the prophets 

Are written on subway walls 

And tenement halls 

And whispered in the sounds of silence” 

Have you ever thought about the “Sound of Silence”? No, not the Simon and Garfunkel 

song of the late 1960’s. The real sound that silence makes. 

If you ever spent much time in the mid-west, on a Spring day as the dark and 

ominous clouds of a major storm continue to gather overhead, and suddenly you realize 

the wind has completely stopped and the birds are neither flying or chirping, you realize 

that the “Sound of Silence” is screaming at you. You’re about to get hit with a possible 

tornado. 

Over on the west coast, they say that just before a major earthquake, the animals all 

become very quiet and begin acting erratically. Once again, the “Sound of Silence” is 

telling you there’s a problem brewing. 

Mom’s how about when your preschoolers are in the other room playing and 

screaming and running around – then suddenly you hear the “Sound of Silence”. 

Something is wrong and you better check on them quickly. 

Husbands… your normally chatty wife hasn’t said a word all afternoon. You better 

believe that the “Sound of Silence” is screaming out that something is wrong and you 

need to start searching for the answer.  

I want to share with you this morning that there are times when God seems to be 

silent, but if we are truly listening, we will hear Him even in the “Sound of Silence”. 



We’re going to be looking at Luke 1 and 2 this morning, but before we get there, let me 

share with you a bit of the history which led up to what we will find in the Nativity 

Narrative. 

Around 1000BC King David was on the throne in Israel and it was the glory days for the 

nation. Soon after, his son Solomon was ruling, and made Israel one of the richest 

nations in the world and continued the glory days for a few more years. But his heart 

was turned from serving the One, True, Living God, so the Lord told him that after his 

death his kingdom would split.  

When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam took the throne and by 931BC the nation is 

divided through a rebellion against Rehoboam’s harsh treatment of the people. There 

are now two nations: Israel, the Northern Kingdom and Judah the Southern Kingdom.  

In the Northern Kingdom, wicked king after wicked king continued to drive the people 

further away from worship of the One True God, YHWH. And so, YHWH sent prophet 

after prophet with words to warn the people to turn back to Him.  

The Southern Kingdom would fluctuate between serving Jehovah during one season, 

then serving the gods of Baal and other pagan deities. And so, YHWH sent prophet 

after prophet with words to warn the people to turn back to Him. 

Finally as the Northern Kingdom continued towards more and more wickedness, by 

722BC the great empire of the Assyrians attacked and overthrew the nation and it 

never returned.  

But soon the Assyrians are overtaken by the rising Empire of the Babylonians. And by 

586BC the Lord brought judgment upon the Southern Kingdom, Judah. And although 

not completely wiping the nation out, Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of Babylon 

destroyed the Temple of Solomon and tour down the walls of the city of Jerusalem, 

taking a great number of the people of Judah, transporting them to Babylon and into 

captivity. But God had warned them also. They had seen the Northern Kingdom fall, yet 

the Southern Kingdom ignored the warning and ignored the words of the prophets. 



Just 50 years or so later, in 538BC the Empire of the Persians have risen in strength, 

over running and taking the place of the Babylonians as rulers of the area. Cyrus, King 

of Persia allows for the rebuilding of the walls and the Temple in Jerusalem, but still 

maintains authority and power over the nation of Judah.  

As the Temple and the walls were being rebuilt in Jerusalem there was the beginning of 

a return to the order of the Priesthood and the sacrifices. There was even a time of 

revival as the Word of God was rediscovered and read to the people. God had actually 

used these foreign nations, the Babylonians and the Persians, to accomplish His 

purposes — fulfilling the words of the prophets and bringing the people back to the 

land and restoring their worship. 

And yet, it didn’t take Judah long before they allowed an attitude of religion to replace 

their love for God. And although they went through the motions, God knew that their 

heart was far from Him, so God sent one last prophetic voice -- the words of the 

prophet, Malachi.  

Around 400BC, after the words of Malachi, there were no other voices of the 

prophets to be heard and so, Israel entered into years of the “Sound of Silence”.  

But there’s one thing I want you to know Church, even in the silence God is 

busy… and if you listen, He will even speak to you through the silence. 

Even during those 400 years of the “Sound of Silence” some people actually still dared 

to believe. Theirs was a test of faith in the midst of the “Sound of Silence”. Their faith 

became the only substance of the things they hoped for, where faith itself was the only 

evidence of the things not yet seen. And yet they dared to have faith. 

For you see, during those 400 years of the “Sound of Silence”, they remembered the 

previous words of the prophets, and with that they trusted that their God was busy 

preparing the time and the place for the arrival of the Messiah, their Redeemer, the only 

true and lasting hope for Israel and the world. 

During the time of silence, the Persian Empire gave way to the rise of the Greeks. In 

332BC, under the leadership of the then 25 year old Alexander the Great, Persia was 



conquered and thus set-up one of the greatest empires of the day. The influence of the 

Greek culture and language cannot be over stated. It changed everything. 

It’s during those years of the “Sound of Silence” when Greek became the common and 

universal language. Greek language, thought, customs, and culture were being adopted 

even by the Jews. Many in the upper class Jews became what is known as “Hellenized” 

as they accepted much of the Greek culture and pagan practices.  

Alexandria, the great city of Egypt became the intellectual center of the Empire, known 

for its art, philosophy, science, zoos, gardens, museums, and of course, the great 

Alexandrian Library – the largest depository of written literature of its day. It is from 

Alexandria that the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures was written – the 

Septuagint (LXX).  

Greek thought saturated everything. 

What was known as the Western World (primarily Europe), plus Asia Minor, North Africa 

and the Middle East were becoming united in a very powerful way – not so much by the 

power of a king, but by the power of language and culture, even as God used the 

pagan rulers and their cultures to prepare the way for the message and the hope of 

Messiah. 

But not all was peaceful and harmonious, particularly for the devote Jews back in 

Jerusalem. It is during these years of the “Sound of Silence” when a man by the name 

of Antiochus Epiphanes defiled the Temple in Jerusalem by stealing much of its 

treasure, sacrificing a pig on the altar, setting up an altar to Zeus, then murdering a 

great number of the Jews who rebelled against him and selling others into slavery; and 

Jews everywhere were ordered to sacrifice to pagan gods and eat pig flesh. 

Antiochus was truly an “antichrist”, an arch-type of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was a 

picture of the fulfillment of the words of the prophet Daniel. A picture of the one 

predicted to come in the Last Days as the “coming ruler who will cause the offerings 

to cease in the temple and set up “an abomination that causes desolation.” 

https://www.gotquestions.org/abomination-desolation.html


The “Sound of Silence” was screaming in the ears of the Jewish people, yet the vast 

majority continued to refuse to hear it. There was no true repentance as a nation.  

And so, God continued setting the stage. 

Before the 400 years of silence drew to an end, one more major player came on the 

scene – the Roman Empire. In 66BC Rome rose to its great power. For years they had 

been rising, but now was their time to shine fully and brightly throughout the western 

world.  

The Roman Empire brought with it something the world had not seen on such a large 

and grand scale. In full force, the Roman army was unparalleled and nearly 

unstoppable. And the Empire continued to spread from the Atlantic Ocean to the River 

Euphrates, from the British Isles to Northern Africa. The administration and organization 

of this great kingdom had never seen its equal in all of the world’s history. The “Pax 

Romana” or the Peace of Rome held the Empire together by both the privileges granted 

to obedient citizens and the harsh punishment to any who would cause a disturbance. 

Their governmental organization, architecture, military strategies, aqueducts and road 

systems remain famous to this day. 

As a matter of fact, through their vast system of roadways, the Roman transport system 

made way for the rapid and safe disbursement of the Gospel in a way that couldn’t have 

been imagined a century or two prior to this time.  

Now with the common language of Greek, and with the addition of these roads and 

frequent Roman outposts, travel was safer and that opened up the way for the Gospel 

to quickly be spread from Jerusalem to Macedonia, from Babylon to Scotland, from the 

area of Spain and throughout all of Asia Minor. God was being certain that the way was 

being prepared. 

At the very end of the “Sound of Silence,” Herod the Great or Herod I was placed as the 

Roman client King over Judea. Along with a number of other monumental architectural 

feats, Herod’s passion for building and desire to make civil relations with the Jews 

caused him to take on the task of totally remodeling and expanding the Second Temple; 

originally built during the times of Ezra and Nehemiah. The remodeling project was one 



of the greatest building projects of the First Century before Christ. As a matter of fact, 

the remodeling was still going on at the time of the birth of Christ. This is the Temple 

where Jesus was dedicated and would later share the truth of God with the people. 

During the 400 years of the “Sound of Silence”, from the time of Malachi until the birth of 

Christ, God was putting all the pieces together, setting the stage for the presentation of 

the greatest gift – the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of Man, the One 

who came first as Redeemer and Sacrifice, but is coming again as the Reigning King 

and Judge. 

As Paul tells us in Galatians 4 
4 
But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, 

born of a woman, born under the law, 
5 
to redeem those who were 

under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 

The 400 years of the “Sound of Silence” was broken in a multiple of ways – and, the 

silence was broken at just the right time. 

You see, the Temple had to be rebuilt, before Messiah came; there had to be a system 

in place for a time of sacrifices, as Daniel told us 

Daniel 9 
25 

"Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 

command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, There 

shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and 
the wall, even in troublesome times. 

At the time of Persian rule, the city had been rebuilt, as well as a small version of the 

Temple. Rome came and rebuilt everything: the city, the roads and the Temple. 

And, the Priesthood had been restored. Because it was a part of the yearly lottery for 

service in the Temple, the lot fell on a man named Zacharias, so that at just the right 

time he would be serving in the Temple; as Luke tells us 

Luke 1 
5 
There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named 

Zacharias…, 
8 
So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in 

the order of his division, 
9 
according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot 

fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord...  



11 
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of 

the altar of incense. 
12 

And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and 

fear fell upon him. 
13 

But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, 

for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 

you shall call his name John…  

17 
"He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'to turn the 

hearts of the fathers to the children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

 

None of this was random.  

All of it was a part of the great plan of God, put in place during the time of Silence and 

set to be revealed at just the right time. 

It was during this time of the Roman administration that Caesar Augustus desired to 

number the people of the Empire… 

Luke 2 
1 
And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 
This census first took 

place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 
3 
So all went to be registered, 

everyone to his own city. 
4 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 

of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5 
to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed wife, who was (great) with child. 

And at just the right time, it came to pass. Not a year earlier, not even a year later… it 

was in the fullness of time when a man could travel safely throughout the region 

without fear of being attacked by bandits, and on roads that would allow is very 

pregnant wife to make the journey. 

The roads were built during the “Sound of Silence”. The government was fashioned and 

strengthen during the time of the “Sound of Silence”. God was still at work, even when 

the “Sound of Silence” was all you could hear. 

There is so much more we could share on this subject, but let me bring this home for all 

of us.  



There are and will be times of “Silence” in our lives as Believers.  

 Times when we don’t get the answers we prayed for;  

 Times when events take us by surprise and perhaps knock us off course; 

 Times when we don’t understand, can’t see and don’t hear the voice of the Lord.                     

But Believer, don’t distain or even dread the “Sounds of Silence”.  

Continue to have the faith that our God is working His purposes out, in His time, for His 

glory… and if we stand in faith, patiently anticipating His revelation in our life, we 

actually get to be a part of it all. 

For 400 years the nation of Israel hadn’t heard a word from the Lord. It would have been 

easy to give up, but not all of the people gave up – there was a remnant. 

Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth “were both righteous before God, walking in all the 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless (Luke 1:6).” And God used 

them to reveal His glory and give voice to the “Sound of Silence” through the birth of 

their son, John the Baptizer. 

Even the man Simeon and the woman Anna were a part of those who could hear the 

voice of God even in the “Sound of Silence”. Luke makes it clear that Simeon “was just 

and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 

him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 

before he had seen the Lord's Christ (Luke 2:25-26). And the Lord allowed him to see 

the Messiah on the day of the young child’s dedication in the Temple.   

Anna, also was one who was waiting and anticipating. On the same day as Simeon 

blessed the baby Jesus, it was revealed to Anna who this special child was. And she 

who “served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 
38 

(Came) in that 

instant… (giving) thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for 

redemption in Jerusalem (Luke 2:37-38).” 

Many were waiting and anticipating, even during the years of the “Sound of Silence”. 



And even now, we are waiting aren’t we? We are waiting for the rapture of His Church 

and His glorious Second Coming.  

Don’t forget His promise to us that He would return again…  

And receive us unto Himself, that where He is there we too would be...  

He is coming again... and guys, it’s going to be at just the right time.  

Are you living a life that honors Him?  

Are you anxiously anticipating His return?  

Will he find you faithful and waiting? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


