
Risen Indeed 
Luke 23:50 - 24:6 

Before we can consider the resurrection, we must look at the Cross! 

The cross! The Cross!! There’s not an evangelical pastor on the earth that doesn’t 

regularly and purposefully, continually bring us to the cross. After all it is at the cross 

where our debt was paid.  

• It was at the cross where the imputation of the filth of my sin was placed upon 

the spotless Lamb of God.  

• His death becoming the fullness of the satisfaction of my debt.  

We need to go to the Cross… and we need to go to the Cross often, as a reminder of 

the greatness of the sacrifice… the greatness of the suffering of Christ on our behalf… 

the greatness of the love of our God towards us. The reality of the fact that God would 

send His only Son to be “the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the whole world” (1 John 2:2). 

But the cross is insufficient and ineffective... without the Resurrection. Do you 

realize that if we didn’t have the resurrection, the death of Christ would be all for 

nothing.  

That’s why the victory is in the resurrection of Christ. 

Take a moment and look together with me this morning as we join those who have 

come to the gravesite were Christ was buried following His crucifixion. The very place 

they saw the men (Joseph of Arimathia and Nicodemos) lay the cold and dead body of 

their Friend, their Teacher, their Rabbi, their Lord: Jesus Christ, the Rabbi from 

Nazareth of Galilee.  

You need to understand, they didn’t come with the expectation of the resurrection. 

Although the resurrection would have been the fulfillment of His very own words when 

He told them over and over again, “On the third day I will rise again.”  



Look with me at Luke’s Gospel record, in chapter 23, beginning with verses 50- 24:1 

“There was a good and righteous man named Joseph, a member of the 

Sanhedrin, who had not agreed with their plan and action. He was from 

Arimathea, a Judean town, and was looking forward to the kingdom of God. 

He approached Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Taking it down, he 

wrapped it in fine linen and placed it in a tomb cut into the rock, where no 

one had ever been placed. It was preparation day, and the Sabbath was 

about to begin. The women who had come with Him from Galilee followed 

along and observed the tomb and how His body was placed. Then they 

returned and prepared spices and perfumes. And they rested on the Sabbath 

according to the commandment.  

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came to the 

tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared.” 

  Luke   23:50 - 24:1 

No, the women didn’t expect the resurrection, they came to better prepare the body for 

decay. For them, there was no more life in that Body.  

Only a few days before, they saw how their Savior, and thus all of their hope in the 

fulfillment of the scriptures had died. They saw His dead body laid in the cold tomb with 

their own eyes. They had seen the huge stone rolled in place. 

Oh, but that was Friday, and now it’s Sunday. 

I’m not sure when it was originally delivered, but S.M. Lockridge was the pastor of 

Calvary Baptist Church in San Diego, CA from 1953 to 1993. And during his tenure 

there he delivered a message that never gets old, “Its Friday, But Sunday’s Coming”. A 

part of that message was a poem written by Lockridge. It starts like this… 

It’s Friday, Jesus is praying 

Peter’s a sleeping, Judas is betraying 

But Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday 

Pilate’s struggling, The council is conspiring 



The crowd is vilifying, They don’t even know 

That Sunday’s comin’ 

I tell you what, let’s let Brother Lockridge share it with us through an old recording. 

It’s Friday 

The disciples are running, Like sheep without a shepherd 

Mary’s crying, Peter is denying 

But they don’t know 

That Sunday’s a comin’ 

It’s Friday 

The Romans beat my Jesus, They robe him in scarlet 

They crown him with thorns, But they don’t know 

That Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday 

See Jesus walking to Calvary, His blood dripping 

His body stumbling, And his spirit’s burdened 

But you see, it’s only Friday 

Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday 

The world’s winning, People are sinning 

And evil’s grinning 

It’s Friday 

The soldiers nail my Savior’s hands To the cross 

They nail my Savior’s feet To the cross 

And then they raise him up Next to criminals 

It’s Friday 

But let me tell you something 

Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday 

The disciples are questioning, What has happened to their King 

And the Pharisees are celebrating,  

That their scheming Has been achieved 



But they don’t know It’s only Friday 

Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday 

He’s hanging on the cross, Feeling forsaken by his Father 

Left alone and dying, Can nobody save him? 

Ooooh, It’s Friday 

But Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday 

The earth trembles, The sky grows dark 

My King yields his spirit 

It’s Friday 

Hope is lost, Death has won 

Sin has conquered, and Satan’s just a laughin’ 

It’s Friday 

Jesus is buried, A soldier stands guard 

And a rock is rolled into place 

But it’s Friday 

It is only Friday 

Sunday is a comin’! 

Aren’t you glad Sunday came? Luke tells us that as the women arrived at the tomb on 

that early Sunday morning 

2 
But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 

3 
Then they went in and 

did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4 
And it happened, as they were 

greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining 

garments. 
5 
Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, 

they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 
6 
He is not 

here, but is Risen! 

Beloved, that’s what we celebrate today. As important as the death of Christ is for our 

salvation, it’s not the death of Christ we’re celebrating, but the fact that He rose from the 

dead.  



He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!! 

It is the resurrection that completes the process of making atonement to God and 

forgiveness of our sin available to who call upon the name of the Lord. 

It’s the resurrection that gives you and me hope for tomorrow... and all of eternity. 

It is the power of the resurrection that is alive in all who call upon the Name of the 

Lord. 

Without the resurrection… well, without the resurrection we would still be lost…  

As a matter of fact,  
we would be lost fools.  

Believing and trusting in something  
that’s just a fable... a myth. 

It’s the Apostle Paul who reminds us in 1 Corinthians 15 

1 Corinthians 15:17-19 
17 

If Christ is not risen, your faith is futile (empty, useless, to be rendered as 

foolish); you are still in your sins! 
18 

Then also those who have fallen asleep 

in Christ have perished. 
19 

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are 

of all men the most pitiable. 

But, Beloved, “He is Risen… He is Risen Indeed!!” 

That’s why we actually celebrate His Resurrection every Sunday. That’s the reason 

we meet on Sunday rather than on any other day of the week. Every Sunday is 

Resurrection Sunday. Every Sunday is a testimony that our Lord Jesus is no longer in 

the grave. Not only is the reality of the resurrection an assurance that the work of 

redemption is complete; the resurrection changes everything!! 

What the forces of Hell tried to do was take what was an unimaginable tragedy of 

horrific proportions and use it to destroy the very plan of God.  



But what Hell and the forces of darkness failed to realize was that our great and glorious 

God had orchestrated that tragedy in such a way that it actually became a glorious 

victory. 

What the resurrection did was to take the cross, that horrible and gross instrument of 

death and make it into an instrument of victory.  

1 Corinthians 15 

O death, where is your sting? O grave, where is your victory? 

That’s why as Believers we can sing about how we, “cherish the old rugged cross” 

and how that “cross has a wondrous attraction to me.” 

Beloved, had it not been for the resurrection, Jesus (even after He was crucified) 

would have been one more teacher in a line of teachers, one more prophet in a line of 

prophets who were put to death by those who vehemently disagreed with their teaching 

and their message.  

But, now Christ is risen. He is Risen Indeed!! 

 

I would like to ask Jake and the team to come  

and lead us in another song of worship  

to our Risen Savior. 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead has become the most powerful event 

in all the history of creation. From His resurrection, the curse of sin was reversed. From 

His resurrection, the Church was born. And all the vile forces on earth and below the 

earth haven’t been able to hold back the Body of Christ and the message of Christ as 

we move forward, empowered by the promised Holy Spirit.  

It is the Resurrection that changes our fear into love and our despair into hope. 



Through the power of the resurrection individuals of every nation and language group, 

of every class, of every ethnicity... individuals around the world are welcomed and 

invited to come by the grace of God through faith in the resurrected Christ, to be 

changed from being spiritually dead to being eternally alive. 

No longer filled with the guilt and condemnation of sin, we can now walk in freedom and 

forgiveness. 

When we consider the resurrection, why would we ever be overcome with anxiety, the 

truth of the power of the resurrection ought to flood us with joy.  

If we forget or fail to focus on the hope that’s ours in Christ because of the resurrection, 

we’ll never fully walk in the power available through the resurrection and we will never 

be found experiencing the fullness of the victory over sin. 

As you and I continue to focus on 1) the fulfillment of the promise of the resurrection, 

2) the power that brought about the resurrection, and 3) the hope that is ours because 

of the resurrection; it’s only then, that we’ll begin to experience the fulness of the 

resurrection. Then and only then will we realize just how much the promise… and the 

power… and the fulfillment of the resurrection aren’t just a benefit to receive in the 

future, it’s for us to experience here and now!! 

All too often we, even as Believers walk around with the attitude of Friday – yes, Jesus 

died for our sin and wwe live with the hope that someday we will be able to stand before 

God as our Father and we as His children.  

But let’s also, always remember Sunday’s not just a comin’, its already been here; and 

our “Jesus is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!!”  

And He calls for us to have a living and growing relationship with Him right now. 

Through the Spirit and through His Word we can walk in His presence...  

O  Death, where is your sting?   
(“Jesus is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!!”) 



O Hades, where is your victory?  
(“Jesus is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!!”) 

 

56 
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 

57 
But thanks be 

to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 

Therefore, 

my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 

 


