
The Mind of Christ 
Philippians 2 

 

Philippians, a letter from the Apostle Paul to a Church he had founded a few years 
before. It a great letter of love, and a letter of concern to a Church that for the most part 
was doing the right stuff. But just like all for of us, there were some things that could be 
improved upon. So, as we get into the second chapter, we read where Paul is giving 
them an exhortation or warning.  

Perhaps he had heard that there were the beginnings of some issues within the Church 
and he felt the need to cut those things off before they developed into a major problem. 
As I was thinking of this, I was reminded of a story: 

It’s been a long time since I spoke about Clarence and Boudreaux, so I thought maybe 
today would be a good time: 

Clarence and Boudreaux they was fourth cousins on they mother’s side and they 
lived next to each other down by the bayou in Thibodaux, Louisiana. One day as 
they was talking about the condition of the things around them they determined 
they should make up some signs to warn the people. So that’s what they did. 

Early the next morning they came out with their signs and they was so proud. 
Clarence had thought hard and long about what he would write, so he held up his 
sign to show Boudreaux. And his sign say, “Warning, da End is near!” 

Boudreaux was mighty impressed, but he himself had done thought hard and 
long bout what he should write. So he showed Clarence his sign, “Turn now, 
before it’s too late!”  

They was so proud of their signs and they was complimenting each other about 
their signs, when all of a sudden they heard a car come roaring down the road. 
So they ran and stood on each side of the road and began to wave their signs 
high up in the air. But you know, that car, it never slowed down one bit as it blew 
by them 90 to nothing, raising all kinds of dust. But then within just a couple of 
seconds, Clarence and Boudreaux they heard the screeching of breaks, a 
scream like a banshee coming out of the swamp, a horrible crashing sound, 
followed in a split second by a humongous SPLASH.  

Well, they looked at each other in disbelief for a quick moment. Then Clarence 
he said to Boudreaux, he say, “Boo,” cause that’s what he always called him. He 
say, “Boo, you reckon our signs should of just said, “Warning! The bridge is 
out.”  

Warnings and exhortations, we all need them. But it does no good unless the warning 

deals with issues that we understand and are aware of.  



It would seem as though this Church in Philippi, the Church that was doing the right stuff 

was starting to experience a little bit of pride. It would seem, as we get into the second 

chapter that Paul was dealing gently with an issue that was something they were 

actually going through.   

So as we leave Clarence and Boo to go rescue the couple down in the bayou, let’s look 

at what the Apostle Paul shares with the Church in Philippi. 

1 
Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 

fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 
2 
fulfill my joy by being 

like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
3 
Let 

nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 

let each esteem others better than himself. 
4 
Let each of you look out not only 

for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

Most of the time when we see the word “Therefore” at the beginning of a section, we 

need to look back to find out what the “therefore is therefore”. We look back at what has 

been said previously then tie that into what is about to be said.  

But this particular therefore is actually a declarative statement connecting to the next 

word, a word that in our English Bibles is most often translated if. But the problem is, 

Paul isn’t setting up some sort of maybe, possibility here. In the English it can be 

confusing, but in the Greek, Paul was very clear. He’s actually making a declarative 

statement which is more closely translated as since.  

He’s not saying “Therefore if we take the road to the left it will take us to the city.” He is 

speaking here of an action that has already taken place and therefore the results of 

that action, “Therefore, since we are taking the road to the left, we will come into the 

city.”  

The idea and thought behind it is since there is consolation in Christ. The word 

translated consolation Paul uses there is paraklēsis, (par-ak´-lay-sis). It’s the idea of 

coming along side of someone to encourage them... and challenge them to 

continue on in their journey. This is actually the same word Jesus used in reference to 

the work of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. 



Paul says, since there is encouragement found in Christ... then he adds to this the idea 

that we actually find our comfort in the agape love of God: 

Since there is comfort in the agape, self-sacrificial and complete love of Christ,  

It is in and through the love of Christ that comfort DOES come into our life, even in the 

midst of struggle and disaster, frustration and heartbreak, disappointment and 

discouragement.  

He continues: since there is fellowship of the Spirit,  

The Holy Spirit works within the heart and soul of every Believer. We have fellowship or 

koinonia working within us. Fellowship and communion with the Holy Spirit and 

Fellowship with each other because of the spirit inside of us 

Since there is any affection and mercy  

In Christ, with the abiding work of the Holy Spirit within us, there ought to be, as the old 

King James Version calls it: bowels of mercy. It’s the reality that affection and mercy 

become the core of who we are in Christ. For those without mercy, the Word tells us 

that no mercy will be shown. I think it’s a declaration that without affection and mercy 

towards others as a part of the fruits of righteousness in our lives, we need to really 

look to see if we are truly following Jesus with a heart of sacrifice. Are we truly His 

child...  

Paul is telling them, since those things are in the lives of Believers, certain 
characteristics ought to make themselves known naturally.  

2 
fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one 

accord, of one mind. 
3 
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 
4 
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 

interests of others. 

The whole idea and focus here is “Others first”.  

We can get so distracted by our own feelings of self-importance, particularly if we feel  

Upper Room and Jesus washing the disciple’s feet... 

We have to remember Jesus’ prayer to the Father, “That they might be one as You and 
I are one...” 



How will the world know we are His disciples? 

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
 (John 

13:35) 

But now Paul drills down to the core as he tells them to be like Jesus...  

5 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6 
who, being in the 

form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 
7 
but made 

Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in 

the likeness of men. 
8 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 

cross.  

 

For all of eternity Past, Jesus was in the very form and fashion, a fusion with God the 

Father. But once the Father told Him the time had come, the Lord took upon Himself the 

flesh of man, and was born in the most-humble of situations.  

The unfortunate translation of verse 6 did not consider it robbery to be equal with 

God doesn’t make clear the thought of what Paul is trying to express here. The idea is 

that while on earth, Jesus didn’t go around promoting Himself as someone great. He 

didn’t force the issue of “Hey, I’m God in human flesh you’d better listen to me or else...”      

He walked among us and lived as we live, hungered as we hunger and wept even as 

we weep. He humbled Himself coming in the likeness of men.  

And with that, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even 

the death of the cross.        

9 
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which 

is above every name, 
10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 

those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
11 

and 

that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

The only one who could truly exalt His own self among humanity, humbled Himself and 

allowed His Father to exalt Him...  



We look at this verse in reference to the end times, and that’s true. But the real focus 

that Paul is trying to bring to the mind of the people of Philippi is on the rewards of 

honest and sincere humility. 

Church don’t look for the accolades and applause of man. It is truly empty and 

absolutely temporary...  

12 
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 

only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with 

fear and trembling; 
13 

for it is God who works in you both to will and to do 

for His good pleasure. 
 

It is the work of God through the Spirit of God working within the heart and mind of the 

Child of God that causes us to desire and complete the will of God. That’s an amazing 

thought and understanding. 

Not only to will and to do for His good pleasure but to do it without mumbling and 

complaining... 

You’ve seen them, “I’m just a suffering servant of Jesus. My lot in life is so horrible, but 

I’m just following the Lord...”  

 

14 
Do all things without complaining and disputing, 

15 
that you may become 

blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 
16 

holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of 

Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
 
Paul is telling them to do the right thing so that he can know that the efforts, the time 

and the energy he put into that Church were actually worth the time. Rather than a 

waste because lives weren’t really changed. 

 
 
17 

Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and 

service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 
18 

For the same 

reason you also be glad and rejoice with me. 



The honesty of Paul’s commitment, not a mumbling and complaining 

 

19 
But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also 

may be encouraged when I know your state. 
20 

For I have no one like-

minded, who will sincerely care for your state. 
21 

For all seek their own, not 

the things which are of Christ Jesus. 
22 

But you know his proven character, 

that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel. 
23 

Therefore I 

hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me. 
24 

But I trust 

in the Lord that I myself shall also come shortly. 

 

 

 

25 
Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, 

fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who 

ministered to my need; 
26 

since he was longing for you all, and was 

distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 
27 

For indeed he was sick 

almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on 

me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.  

 

 

28 
Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you 

may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful. 
29 

Receive him therefore in the 

Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in esteem; 
30 

because for the work 

of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply what was 

lacking in your service toward me. 
 
A reminder to run the race with patient endurance. To maintain a heart of humility and 

service towards each other 

 

If your in the CG area, if you don’t have a home church, we invite you to connect with us 

in person, by coming to one of our services. 

 



If this is your church connection for now and would like to support the work of the 

ministry, you can give through our church app or our web site. 


