
Living to the Glory and Praise of God 
Philippians 1:9-11 

 

I know that you are probably a lot like me with friends that are looking at the whole 

COVID-19 Pandemic from both sides of a very wide pendulum.  

Some are taking it way too lightly, while others are in great fear.  

I want to start tonight with a post from a friend on Facebook. I think it’s a great reminder 

for those who are trying to fight against the recommendations of the CDC, the Health 

Department, State, County, and City Governments, and the President of the United 

States. 

So please, just listen in for a moment before we get into the study...  

Fast forward two weeks from today… 

You wake up with a deep cough, a fever, and full body aches. You go to the 

doctor and you’re diagnosed with coronavirus. For the last two weeks, you 

were unaware that you were infected.  

So, for the last two weeks, you’ve continued on with life as normal — 

coffee shop, gym, restaurants, theaters — refusing to even entertain the 

idea of “social distancing” because “I don’t feel sick.” 

And now you’re going to spend a few days on the couch feeling pretty 

crummy and then you’ll be well again. Because you’re young and healthy 

and invincible. 

Your 82-year-old grandfather who you visited last week, the one who 

wears oxygen and has a long history of COPD and heart failure? Not so 

lucky. 

Remember, it’s not about you! 

 

Please, don’t be so selfish as to not heed the recommendations of the experts. Don’t 

put this in the political realm, there’s way too much of that in our country as it is. Don’t 



let your arrogance be the cause of someone else getting sick, suffering, and even 

possibly dying.  

It’s going to be inconvenient for a while and no one knows how long. So patience is the 

order of the day... patience, wisdom, and selflessness.  We will talk more about that 

later... 

 

Wild you pray with me again please. 

 

A couple of weeks ago we did an introduction and overview of the book of Philippians. 

Last week, before we began our verse by verse study in the book I took the time to read 

the entire book to you. We usually don’t have that opportunity in most of our studies, so 

it was nice to be able to read it all in one setting and get the whole gist of the book and 

the message of the Apostle Paul to this church with whom he enjoyed such a sweet 

relationship.  

It was a church without any major errors going on. It was a church without much 

false or bad doctrine being espoused. They were simply a people living in a pagan 

culture, going through life and desiring to honor God in their personal walks and in 

their family situations.  

 In the opening verses Paul tells them of his prayers for them (3, 4),  

 His joy in the fellowship he has with them (4, 5),  

 His knowledge that God will continue to work through them (6), 

 The closeness he feels with them, even when he is in chains (7), 

 And his desire to see them once again, face to face (8)  

As we stopped there last week I shared with you that the next couple of verses actually 

deals directly with answering the question, “How then shall we live?” Or, how do we 

live our lives in this present pagan age.  

And that brings us to tonight’s study. Let’s look at the verses –  



Philippians 1 
9 
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in 

knowledge and all discernment, 
10 

that you may approve the things that are 

excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 
11 

being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to 

the glory and praise of God. 

 

As we break it down, I want you to see very clearly the process and impact of each of 

these directives from the Apostle Paul. Remember, he is speaking to a Church trying to 

live the Christian life surrounded by a completely pagan culture. Very much like you and 

I are living in today. 

One of the things we need to remember is that we have at least a Christian Heritage, as 

a nation. I’m not saying that all of our forefathers and the founders were Christian. What 

I’m saying is the Christian or Biblical foundation of our country cannot be denied no 

matter how our current culture tries to rewrite history. But for the Churches throughout 

the Roman Empire, they either had a Jewish heritage or a pagan heritage. From all we 

can see both in the history, as well as in the book of Acts and the letter from the Apostle 

Paul, Philippi was a fully pagan culture with very little influence from Judaism and much 

less from Christianity. The Church of Philippi, like so many of the First Century was born 

out of a Greco-Roman culture, yet they continued to live in the midst of it: surrounded by 

the thoughts, attitudes, actions, lifestyles, and worship practices of that pagan culture.  

So, for Paul to be able to write them such an encouraging letter is amazing. The Church 

was definitely doing something right. And as we see in these verses, one of the things 

they demonstrated is a consistent life of love, an agape type of love. 

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more 

This love is the Greek word agape. It is a love of affection and benevolence. This is so 

much more than an emotional drive or physical attraction. So much more than what you 

and I would mean as we say I love pizza. This is a kind of love that is self-sacrificial and 

Paul saw that in the Church at Philippi. They were a people who had already 

demonstrated this self-sacrificial, benevolent, care for others over themselves. And here 



Paul says, I pray, that your love may abound still more and more. In the context of 

the letter, Paul is very directly saying – 

“I see what you are doing and the life you are living, and I pray that not only do 

you continue, but that you look for more and more opportunities to express that 

kind of love to each other and to the world around you (abound still more and 

more).”       

Church, we are in a time right now that the “self-sacrificial, benevolent, care for others 

over themselves” kind of love needs to be seen by the world around us. Right now our 

community, State, Nation and the world itself are all going through a time of great stress 

and trauma. The world is full of either fear or denial in reference to COVID-19. And 

Church, I believe this is the perfect opportunity for the Church, the representatives of 

the Lord Jesus, and spokesmen for the Kingdom of God and His Word to step up and 

take action to show the world the agape of God. There will come a time when the love 

of many will grow cold, but Church if Jesus is reigning and ruling in our hearts, we need 

to be those who step out in faith, rather than fear, and show the world what this love 

looks like. 

In his 2016 article titled, “What Today’s Christians Can Learn From Antiquity About 

Living in a Pagan World”, the writer Greg Scandlen reminds us of the actions taken by 

Christian during two major plagues during the time of the Roman Empire. He writes –  

But another phenomenon also helped boost Christian growth: the sudden 

onset of two epidemics, one in 165 A.D. and the other in 251 A.D. The first 

was likely smallpox and the second measles. In each case, they produced 

devastating mortality, killing as much as 30 percent of the population each 

time. 

The pagan response was to flee as far from infected people as possible. 

Even the famous physician Galen fled to his country estate in Asia Minor to 

wait until the danger was past. Neither pagan scientists, priests, nor 

philosophers had an explanation for the calamity—it was just the whim of 

the gods and nothing could be done about it. 

https://thefederalist.com/2016/09/20/what-todays-christians-can-learn-from-antiquity-about-living-in-a-pagan-world/
https://thefederalist.com/2016/09/20/what-todays-christians-can-learn-from-antiquity-about-living-in-a-pagan-world/


But the Christian explanation was radically different. They believed God 

was testing and judging humans. Even though some of the faithful might 

die, they would also be rewarded in the afterlife for their response to the 

crisis. And what did God expect their response should be? He wrote it all 

down in Scripture: love your neighbor as yourself, care for the sick and the 

lame, act as the Good Samaritan acted. That is exactly what Christians did: 

they cared for one another even in the face of death.  

So while pagans were abandoned and left to die in droves, Christians 

fearlessly cared for their own (and later for their pagan neighbors) and 

recovered in large numbers. What religion could be more appealing?1 

Could it be that in the midst of this ever increasing self-focused culture, that our Lord is 

providing the Church with an opportunity to shine the hope and light of the Gospel 

through agape, the self-sacrificial love of Christ, flowing through us to the Household of 

Faith first, but then also to a lost and dying world? 

I have to stand with Paul when he says how much the Church of Philippi gave him great 

joy as he saw their lives and faith in action. I also am blest beyond measure as I have 

seen and heard of many of you already stepping up and looking for ways to help the 

Seniors of our Fellowship, inquiring about the needs of the financially stressed, and 

willingly supporting the Church and our mission during these times of chaos. 

Your actions of selfless love is a demonstration of your surrendered life in Christ. And I 

am filled with joy in the midst of it. 

But just like Paul tells the Philippians, our love needs to abound still more and more in 

knowledge and all discernment. 

Not only our love, but the actions being driven by our love need to be guided by 

knowledge and all discernment. The unfortunate reality is that fallen man will take 

advantage of every situation of life to benefit himself. This has been clearly seen as we 

see cases of toilet paper and hand sanitizer being hoarded and then sold on the internet 

                                            
1
 https://thefederalist.com/2016/09/20/what-todays-christians-can-learn-from-antiquity-about-living-in-a-pagan-world/ 



for obscene amounts. We see the wickedness of man driven by fear being 

demonstrated as people fight against others who may have greater need, simply to get 

one more of an item that is running low on the store shelves.  

As Believers, we need to be among those who realize the times and the depths of the 

situations around us. To understand and discern the hearts and the intents of man, 

even as we strive to assist them through actions of love. Remember, we were never 

called to have blind love.  

Through knowledge and all discernment let our love abound still more and more. 

And as we do, verse 10 tells us we are then able to approve the things that are 

excellent. And we are enabled to be sincere and without offense till the day of 

Christ.  

On the first part, we are to be able to discern or have the ability to know and thus 

approve those things which are best or excellent.  

This discernment or ability to approve means that there is a mental and spiritual testing 

taking place. There is a weighing of actions for our own lives, not simply moving forward 

and taking whatever course is the easiest or closest. With this idea comes the thought 

of testing or proving of metals to see if they meet the standard… to see if they have a 

true value.  

The word translated here in Philippians 1:10 as excellent speaks of having an 

understanding of those things or actions that are best in value, those that will make a 

positive difference in the world, or that which has eternal value. 

The choices that you and I make each day, even throughout the day matter. We need to 

be the kind of people who are discerning in our directions, choices, and actions. 

We need to see the value of the choices we make. Are we actually building up eternal 

gold, silver, and precious stones or are we building up a treasure of wood, hay, and 

stubble? 



Just as Paul warned the Corinthians who were acting religious, but their intentions were 

not always the best. Paul tells them plainly – 

1 Corinthians 3 
11 

For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. 
12 

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
13 

each one's work will become clear; for 

the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will 

test each one's work, of what sort it is. 
14 

If anyone's work which he has built 

on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 

If anyone's work is burned, he will 
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

And in those right choices and in our walk in life we ourselves are thus enabled to be 

sincere and without offense till the day of Christ.  

I love the word here translated as sincere or in some versions pure. It’s a Greek word 

that in all of the New Testament is only used here and in 2 Peter 3:1. The word is a 

compound from two Greek words meaning “sun” and “to judge”. It is the idea of purity 

tested by the light of the sun. From the Latin translation of the Greek word we get our 

English word “sincere”. The Latin word being sincerus which meant clean, 

unadulterated, pure of composition. Some have spoken about its meaning coming from 

the Spanish culture with the compound sin= without, and cera (say-ra) = wax, or without 

wax. This comes from the idea that potters or sculpture would use wax to hide faults or 

cracks within their artistry, but when “judged in the light of the sun” it would become 

known. Therefore to be “sincere” carries the meaning of being pure, without fault, 

unadulterated. 

Paul says we need to be those who are in thought and action are pure, without fault, 

and as Paul continues, “Without offense (until) the day of Christ.” 

In other words, blameless.  And once again it’s the idea that we are selves are not 

offensive. The message of the cross will be offensive to many, but the messenger must 

remain blameless, without offense.  



The reality is, Jesus is returning. He’s returning first for His Church and then He will 

come in judgment over the nations. The lost don’t understand that… they don’t believe 

that… and if all we proclaim to them is judgment… very possibly they won’t receive that.  

But as we share the certainty of the greatness of the Love of God which is being 

demonstrated long before the judgment of God, 

 The reality that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should 

come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9),  

 The fact that God demonstrated His own love toward us, in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8),  

 And the sure hope that we have that whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

shall be saved (Romans 10:13), 

That is the hope of the Gospel that we can share with a lost world. But as we share, 

let’s be certain that our lives are continually being filled with the fruits of 

righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. That fruit 

of righteousness is partially listed in Galatians 5:22-23, which are called the Fruit of the 

Holy Spirit.  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love…, joy…, peace…, longsuffering…, 

kindness…, goodness…, faithfulness…, gentleness…, and self-control.  

 

They come to us through our relationship to Jesus Christ and in our obedience to the 

leading of the Holy Spirit, but all for the glory and praise of God.  

Yes, we live in troubled times. We live in an ever increasing pagan culture, but let us be 

known:  

 Even in these trying times, as those whose love abounds still more and more.  

 Walking in knowledge and all discernment.  

 Able to approve the things that are excellent.  



 Being men and women and young people who are clearly sincere and without 

offense.  

 Awaiting the coming of the day of Christ.  

 Always being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 

Christ,  

 That our lives might be lived out fully to the glory and praise of God. 


