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For the Furtherance of the Gospel 
Philippians 1:12-20 

 

Well good evening and thanks for being with us tonight. Rather you are listening in on 

Grace 91.1FM or listening and watching online, we’re glad you are here.  

For the time being this is pretty much the media connection we are making, particularly 

in the next couple of weeks.  

If you are on line, particularly on our Facebook Live site, please let us know you’re 

there. You can just say hi, or leave a question or even a prayer request. We have others 

that are monitoring the site and they can get back with you. 

Also, we ask that you SHARE the video right now on your Facebook page and invite 

friends to join with you, perhaps even set up a Watch Party. 

One more thing, if you havent received an email from the church over the last couple of 

days, we possibly dont have your email. So the best thing to do, why don’t you email the 

church from your email account. 

  Email to Freegrace@calvarycg.org 

Above all else we simply pray that the Lord ministers to your heart tonight through 

worship and the Word. 

 

PRAY 

 

 To say that we are living in peculiar and strange times would be an understatement. 

But to say that we are living in unique times would be totally incorrect. The issues that 

we are going through today are not unique. They may be being played out differently. 

We definitely have more media coverage and more up to the moment information. But 

the reality of a worldwide disease impacting the greater portion of humanity is not 
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unique. It has happened before and it will happen again, for as long as the Lord tarries, 

even until the very end of time. 

Before we get into the study, I want to give you a few figures that may help you to 

understand the impact of what we are facing today.  

First of all most medical specialists agree there is a difference between the terms 

epidemic and pandemic and it primarily deals with geography. An epidemic can spread 

quickly and be the cause for the death of millions, but if it is contained within only one 

region or country, it is most always labeled as an epidemic. A similar contagious 

disease but with lower mortality rates would be called pandemic if it went outside of the 

one region and began to spread across countries and even continents. So, it’s not 

necessarily the numbers and mortality rate, it is based more upon a geographical 

relationship. For the most part an epidemic is contained regionally, yet it can become a 

pandemic once it goes beyond that region and begins to affect other far reaching areas. 

Therefore, COVID-19 is a true and serious pandemic. 

When you consider the history of the world, you will see that cholera, bubonic plague, 

smallpox, and influenza are some of the most brutal killers in human history. One of the 

worst, smallpox, has killed between 300-500 million people throughout the ages. 

Plagues, epidemics, and pandemics have been around since the time of the fall in 

Genesis. But if we only consider the ones since the time of Christ we will still get a solid 

idea of their enormous impact.  

The following information came from an online site --  

mphonline.org/worst-pandemics-in-history/ with a long list of available resources to 

back-up their statistics. 

In terms of pandemics, they don’t have to be worldwide, but they do have to affect 

multiple regions or countries. The most recent pronounced pandemic, prior to COVID-

19 was the HIV/AIDS virus. 

HIV/AIDS PANDEMIC (at its peak, 2005-2012): First identified in Democratic Republic 
of the Congo in 1976, HIV/AIDS has proven itself as a global pandemic, killing more 

than 36 million people since 1981. 
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FLU PANDEMIC (1968): It was a category 2 Flu pandemic referred to as “the Hong 

Kong Flu.” From the first reported case on July 13, 1968 in Hong Kong, it took only 17 
days before outbreaks of the virus were reported in Singapore and Vietnam, and within 
three months had spread to The Philippines, India, Australia, Europe, and the United 
States. While the 1968 pandemic had a comparatively low mortality rate (.5%) it still 
resulted in the deaths of more than a million people, including 500,000 residents of 
Hong Kong, approximately 15% of its population at the time. 

ASIAN FLU (1956-1958): This flu also originated in China in 1956 and lasted until 1958. 
In its two-year spree, Asian Flu traveled from the Chinese province of Guizhou to 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and the United States. The World Health Organization places 
the final tally at approximately 2 million deaths; 69,800 of those in the US alone. 

SPANISH FLU PANDEMIC (1918): In less than three years, between 1918 and 1920 a 
disturbingly deadly outbreak of influenza tore across the globe. With apocalyptic 
proportions, it infected over a third of the world’s population and ending the lives of 20 – 
50 million people. Of the 500 million people infected in the 1918 pandemic, the mortality 
rate was estimated at 10% to 20%, with up to 25 million deaths in the first 25 weeks 
alone. What separated the 1918 flu pandemic from other influenza outbreaks was the 
victims; where influenza had always previously only killed juveniles and the elderly or 
already weakened patients, it began striking down strong and completely healthy young 
adults, while leaving children and those with weaker immune systems still alive. 

SIXTH CHOLERA PANDEMIC (1910-1911): Like its five previous outbreaks, the Sixth 
Cholera Pandemic originated in India where it killed over 800,000, before spreading to 
the Middle East, North Africa, Eastern Europe and Russia. The Sixth Cholera Pandemic 
was also the source of the last American outbreak of Cholera (1910–1911). American 
health authorities, having learned from the past, quickly sought to isolate the infected, 
and in the end only 11 deaths occurred in the U.S. By 1923 Cholera cases had been cut 
down dramatically, although it was still a constant in India. 

FLU PANDEMIC (1889-1890): The first cases were observed in May 1889 in three 
separate and distant locations, Bukhara in Central Asia (Turkestan), northwestern 
Canada, and Greenland. The rapid population growth of the 19th century only helped 
the flu spread, and before long the outbreak had spread across the globe. In the end, 
the 1889-1890 Flu Pandemic claimed the lives of over a million individuals. 

THIRD CHOLERA PANDEMIC (1852–1860): Generally considered the most deadly of 
the seven cholera pandemics, the third major outbreak of Cholera in the 19th century 
lasted from 1852 to 1860. Like the first and second pandemics, the Third Cholera 
Pandemic originated in India, spreading from the Ganges River Delta before tearing 
through Asia, Europe, North America and Africa and ending the lives of over a million 
people. Contaminated water was found as the means of transmission for the disease.  

THE BLACK DEATH (1346-1353): From 1346 to 1353 an outbreak of the Plague 
ravaged Europe, Africa, and Asia, with an estimated death toll between 75 and 200 
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million people. Once again, it is thought to have originated in Asia, the Plague most 
likely jumped continents via the fleas living on the rats that so frequently lived aboard 
merchant ships. Ports being major urban centers at the time, were the perfect breeding 
ground for the rats and fleas, and thus the insidious bacterium flourished, devastating 
three continents in its wake. 

PLAGUE OF JUSTINIAN (541-542): Thought to have killed perhaps half the population 
of Europe, the Plague of Justinian was an outbreak of the bubonic plague that afflicted 
the Byzantine Empire and Mediterranean port cities, killing up to 25 million people in its 
year long reign of terror. Generally regarded as the first recorded incident of the 
Bubonic Plague, the Plague of Justinian left its mark on the world, killing up to a quarter 
of the population of the Eastern Mediterranean and devastating the city of 
Constantinople, where at its height it was killing an estimated 5,000 people per day and 
eventually resulting in the deaths of 40% of the city’s population. 

ANTONINE PLAGUE (165 AD): Also known as the Plague of Galen, the Antonine 
Plague was an ancient pandemic that affected Asia Minor, Egypt, Greece, and Italy and 
is thought to have been either Smallpox or Measles, though the true cause is still 
unknown. This unknown disease was brought back to Rome by soldiers returning from 
Mesopotamia around 165AD; unknowingly, they had spread a disease which would end 
up killing over 5 million people and decimating the Roman army. 

Currently (as of 2:00PM AZ Time on March 25, 2020) 

Location Total Cases Infected per million Recovered Deaths 

Worldwide 463,387 65.76 113,802 20,912 

China 81,218 60.62 73,650 3,281 

Italy 74,386 1233.24 9,362 7,503 

United States 64,675 207.56 393 910 

Spain 47,611 1018.79 5,367 3,445 

 

So as you can see, the Church has lived and ministered through a tremendous amount 

of suffering within the human race. How we live and respond during these times enable 

us to touch the lives of individuals in a powerful and lasting way. If we determine to 

completely trust the Lord in the midst of these very difficult times, while still using 

wisdom and due diligence, we then will have a peace and testimony that will be clearly 

seen by the world around us.  
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The world doesn’t have the foundation of faith we have in the Lord Jesus. Without this 

kind of faith, I believe the Apostle Paul would have bailed out very early on in his 

ministry. But as it was, he found himself in some very difficult and dangerous situations 

and was still able to glorify his God and give honor to Christ his Lord in the midst of it. 

As we continue on in our study in Philippians, we are reminded that Paul is under 

house arrest – a lot rougher than being “sheltered at home” during the time that we 

are living. But, listen to what the Apostle shares with the Church. We are in Philippians 

1, beginning at verse 12 – 

Philippians 1 
12 

But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me 

have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 
13 

so that it has 

become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains 

are in Christ; 
14 

and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become 
confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

What an amazing mindset and heart to maintain during any time of difficulty. Rather 

than blame Rome and the government, Paul understood that God’s sovereign hand 

was over the power of whatever government power was in charge at the time. As a 

matter of fact, we have seen governments rise and fall through the millennia, yet the 

sovereign power of the Lord Jesus remains the same. Paul understood his chains 

were in Christ and made that known to all he had contact with. Even the whole palace 

guard.  

We know that Paul’s situation was directly tied to his call as an apostle and as an 

evangelist. But every difficulty we have comes from a variety of sources for a variety of 

reasons. The COVID-19 virus and whatever the issues you are dealing with are not 

unique and just for you. Believe it or not, you don’t live in your own personal little 

universe. We are all in this together. All of creation struggles and groans.  

This may sound cold and uncaring, but you really need to understand: It’s not, “What 

are the issues you are dealing with?” It’s, “How are you dealing with the issues you are 

dealing with?” 
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When your family, neighbors, co-workers and friends hear you during times of turmoil, 

do they hear of complete trust in the power of God?  

Do you truly have that foundation? 

Do they see a positive trust in the plan and purposes of God?  

Are you honestly standing on the ROCK that does not shift? 

Times of trouble truly bring out the depth and focus of our faith.  

Beloved, if there’s continual instability and fear, perhaps your trust is in 

something other than the Solid Rock of Jesus Christ. 

Since Paul had his foundation and mindset on Christ, he was able to declare 

“…the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the 
furtherance of the gospel.” 

He goes on to explain how the Gospel s being spread       

15 
Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from 

good will: 
16 

the former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, 

supposing to add affliction to my chains; 
17 

but the latter out of love, 
knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 

While Paul was in chains, the Gospel continued to spread. Not just by Paul to those 

who came to his house, but by a host of others who continued to have freedom. And 

Paul tells us here that he understood the some shared the Word with good will, knowing 

that Paul had been bold enough to continue to preach, even when threatened with 

beatings and arrest. This gave them a boldness to stand up against the persecution 

also… for many of them even to their own hurt. Their love for the Lord Jesus Christ was 

flamed into action by what they saw in the Apostle’s life. As you and I see others during 

this time, standing strong and being encouraged to use the opportunity to share the 

hope of the Gospel, perhaps we will then be emboldened to speak and share our faith 

and confidence that even in the worst of situations, we can trust that our God reigns. 

Right now Bill is going to lead us in another song of worship. For those who are 

watching online, the words will be available to you. For those listening on the 

radio, the song should be pretty familiar to you. Let the words minister to you.  
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Thanks Bill. 

Hey, did you know that the Word of God tells us that we get an absolutely free 

PEDICURE when we faithfully proclaim His message.  

Did you know that? Yes, it’s found in Isaiah 52:7 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who 
proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"  

I don’t know about you, but I feel we could all use that heavenly pedicure? 

But, there were also some who were proclaiming, but their reasoning for sharing wasn’t 

pure or right. As Paul said, they preached Christ even from envy and strife. He said 

that they were preaching from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add 

affliction to my chains.  

You have to wonder about that. What did he mean? They apparently were preaching 

Christ… they weren’t declaring bad doctrine or heresy. Paul would have called them 

out on that. What he says here is that they were preaching Christ, but with the wrong 

motives. 

They were building their own followings, their own kingdoms, building up their own 

egos. They were probably jealous over the response of people to Paul’s preaching and 

now that he is locked up, they get a chance to strut their stuff. Making their own 

disciples… 

They may have been preaching Christ, but they were pointing to themselves the whole 

time. If the ministry is built on a man, not matter how big that ministry gets, it 

becomes wood, hay, and stubble under the Refiners fire.   

Paul shared this thought with the Corinthians: 

1 Corinthians 3 
11 

For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. 
12 

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
13 

each one's work will become clear; for 

the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will 
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test each one's work, of what sort it is. 
14 

If anyone's work which he has built 

on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 

If anyone's work is burned, he will 
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

But Paul is more interested in the fact that the Gospel is being spread than the motives 

of the men who were spreading it. They will have to stand before the Lord on their own.  

But Paul’s attitude remains firm and calm… 

18 
What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ 

is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 
19 

For I know that this 

will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
20 

according to my earnest expectation and hope that 

in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also 
Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 

Paul desired for men to know Christ. And for the most part, he would do whatever he 

could to get the message out. Again I go to the message he wrote to the Corinthians – 

1 Corinthians 9 
19 

For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, 

that I might win the more; 
20 

and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 

win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win 

those who are under the law; 
21 

to those who are without law, as without law 

(not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I 

might win those who are without law; 
22 

to the weak I became as weak, that I 

might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all 

means save some. 
23 

Now this I do for the gospel's sake, that I may be 
partaker of it with you. 

Not everyone agreed with him. Some even within the Church questioned his motivation. 

But his heart was right with the Lord and he continued to do all he could to make Christ 

known to the nations. 

Let that be our cause and purpose, let our love for Christ and for a lost and dying world 

be our motivation. Let our foundation be placed solely and completely on Jesus Christ, 

the Author and Finisher of our Faith. 

It is only with that heart and spirit that we could all say with the Apostle 

Philippians 1:21  

For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
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Ah, that we would all have that heart and attitude.  Remember, it is the Lord who has 

numbered the days of our lives. So lets make our lives, whatever number we have, let 

our lives be fully lived for Him. Let the testimony of our lives demonstrate the fullness of 

our faith in His mighty power. 

 


