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The Letter 

Philippians 1:1-6 
 

Before we get started in the study this evening, I want to do something out of the 

normal. I’d like to read to you a letter. The letter is a little long, but it will take about 13 

minutes to read it. But please stay with me as I read it in its entirety. I want you to get 

the gist of the letter as a whole. Therefore, as I read it, I’m not going to give any 

comments about it… I simply want you to experience the letter.  

Philippians 1 
1 
Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ 

Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 
2 
Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 
I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 

4 
always in every prayer 

of mine making request for you all with joy, 
5 
for your fellowship in the 

gospel from the first day until now, 
6 
being confident of this very thing, that 

He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 

Christ; 
7 
just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you 

in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. 
8 
For God 

is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus 

Christ. 

9 
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in 

knowledge and all discernment, 
10 

that you may approve the things that are 

excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 
11 

being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to 

the glory and praise of God. 

12
 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me 

have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 
13 

so that it has 

become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains 

are in Christ; 
14 

and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become 

confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
15 

Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from 

good will: 
16 

the former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, 

supposing to add affliction to my chains; 
17 

but the latter out of love, 

knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 
18 

What then? 
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Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; 

and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

19 
For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer 

and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
20 

according to my earnest 

expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all 

boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, 

whether by life or by death. 

21 
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

22 
But if I live on in the flesh, 

this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 
23 

For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be 

with Christ, which is far better. 
24 

Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more 

needful for you. 
25 

And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and 

continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 
26 

that your rejoicing 

for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

27 
Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 

come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand 

fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 
28 

and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof 

of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 
29 

For to you it has 

been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to 

suffer for His sake, 
30 

having the same conflict which you saw in me and now 

hear is in me. 

Philippians 2 
1 
Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 

fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 
2 
fulfill my joy by being 

like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
3 
Let 

nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 

let each esteem others better than himself. 
4 
Let each of you look out not only 

for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.  

5 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6 
who, being in the 

form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 
7 
but made 

Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in 

the likeness of men. 
8 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 

cross. 
9 
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name 

which is above every name, 
10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
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11 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. 

12 
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 

only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with 

fear and trembling; 
13 

for it is God who works in you both to will and to do 

for His good pleasure. 

14 
Do all things without complaining and disputing, 

15 
that you may become 

blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 
16 

holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of 

Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
17 

Yes, and if I am being 

poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am 

glad and rejoice with you all. 
18 

For the same reason you also be glad and 

rejoice with me.  

19 
But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may 

be encouraged when I know your state. 
20 

For I have no one like-minded, 

who will sincerely care for your state. 
21 

For all seek their own, not the 

things which are of Christ Jesus. 
22 

But you know his proven character, that 

as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel. 
23 

Therefore I hope 

to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me. 
24 

But I trust in the 

Lord that I myself shall also come shortly. 

25 
Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, 

fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who 

ministered to my need; 
26 

since he was longing for you all, and was 

distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 
27 

For indeed he was sick 

almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on 

me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
28 

Therefore I sent him the 

more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be 

less sorrowful. 
29 

Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and 

hold such men in esteem; 
30 

because for the work of Christ he came close to 

death, not regarding his life, to supply what was lacking in your service 

toward me. 

Philippians 3 
1 
Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things 

to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 
2 
Beware of dogs, beware of evil 

workers, beware of the mutilation!  
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3 
For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in 

Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 
4 
though I also might have 

confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the 

flesh, I more so:  
5 
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 

tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a 

Pharisee; 
6 
concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the 

righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
7 
But what things were gain to 

me, these I have counted loss for Christ.  

8 
Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
9 
and be found in Him, not 

having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 
10 

that 

I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 
11 

if, by any means, I may 

attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 

that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
13 

Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those 

things which are ahead, 
14 

I press toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 
Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything 

you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 
16 

Nevertheless, to the 

degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be 

of the same mind. 

17 
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as 

you have us for a pattern. 
18 

For many walk, of whom I have told you often, 

and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 

Christ: 
19 

whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose 

glory is in their shame--who set their mind on earthly things. 
20 

For our 

citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 

who will transform our lowly body that it may be 

conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is 

able even to subdue all things to Himself. 

Philippians 4 
1 
Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand 
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fast in the Lord, beloved. 
2 
I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of 

the same mind in the Lord. 
3 
And I urge you also, true companion, help these 

women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of 

my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life. 

4 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 

5 
Let your gentleness 

be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
6 
Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 

be made known to God; 
7 
and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

8 
Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 

whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 

lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there 

is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 
9 
The things which you 

learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of 

peace will be with you. 

10 
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has 

flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 
11 

Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, 

to be content: 
12 

I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. 

Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, 

both to abound and to suffer need. 
13 

I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me. 
14 

Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my 

distress. 

15 
Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I 

departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and 

receiving but you only. 
16 

For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and 

again for my necessities. 
17 

Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that 

abounds to your account. 
18 

Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having 

received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling 

aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 
19 

And my God shall 

supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

20 
Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

21 
Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 

22 
All the saints greet you, but especially those who are of Caesar's 

household. 
23 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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Okay, I’ll admit it to you: I love the book of Philippians. It is such an “UP” book. There’s 

not a whole lot of battles going on; there’s not so many attacks happening; Paul doesn’t 

need to be the “bad cop”. Here is a Church, although not perfect, it is going the right 

direction and the people by and large are desiring to serve Jesus.  

And I have to be honest with you, it reminds me of CCCG. 

As we get into this wonderful letter, we understand that he is writing it while confined 

with chains, bound to a Roman soldier and not quite sure what the future holds. And 

while Paul is in chains in his house in Rome, Timothy is with him. 

Philippians 1 
1 
Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ 

Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 
2 
Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul, the former Saul of Tarsus, the foremost persecutor of Christians during his earlier 

years, along with young Timothy, the product of a mixed marriage, his father being 

Greek and his mother being Jewish; Timothy, now a protégé of the great Apostle and 

one who has suffered along with him in many of his trials and persecutions. 

Paul identifies the both of them as being doulos or bondservants of Jesus Christ. The 

most basic meaning of this word is, “slave”. In the culture they lived in, everyone knew 

slaves. Many were slaves and others owned slaves. It was a normal (yet unfortunate) 

part of the culture. Even within the Church. At any of the Church meetings of the time, it 

was not uncommon for a slave to be seated next to a master – not in the position of 

slave and master, but in the position of brother and brother. 

But the fact is, in that culture, the slave had absolutely no rights or privileges. The 

Roman law did allow for the opportunity for a slave to 1) buy his way out of slavery or 2) 

work his way out of slavery. Some were granted freedom by generous owners, but for 

the most part, when someone described themselves as a slave it was understood that 

they belonged to another. All of their future plans and dreams were being directed and 

controlled by another. They we surrendered to the fact that they were not their own, but 

they had been bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). 
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Paul understood that it was Christ who had purchased both him and Timothy. They 

were bondservants of Jesus Christ.  

Yes, Paul was under arrest at this point, but you need to see clearly that his arrest 

doesn’t have anything to do with Paul being a bond servant, but at the same time it has 

everything to do with why his being a bond servant. In the first part, he is fully 

surrendered as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ, willing to go wherever and do 

whatever his Master tells him. Secondly, because he had been faithful to the Lord 

Jesus, even to his own hurt, he now finds himself as a prisoner of Rome. He’s not 

complaining, but simply stating the fact that his full surrender to Christ has even been to 

the point of his personal freedom being surrendered for the cause of the Gospel. And 

Timothy, his faithful companion is there at his side. 

Together they write to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the 

bishops and deacons.         

How often through the years the Church has designated those who have been seen in 

some special light or circumstance as saints. We’re quick to call the Apostles as Saint 

Paul or Saint Peter, but what about the reality of Saint Bill, or Saint George. We have 

Saint Joanne or Saint Deborah. You see we’ve misunderstood the meaning of the 

word which Paul uses here and therefore we have misapplied it.  

The Greek word for saint is hagios (hag'-ee-os), which means one who is consecrated 

or set apart unto God. “Saints” became the Apostle Paul’s favorite name for Christians 

(using the name to describe Believers over 39 times in his writings). The name is also 

used 14 times in the Book of Revelation.  But yet, it isn’t and shouldn’t be considered as 

a common thing. As Believers, we are called to be separated from the world, we are 

called to be saints.  

The name carries with it the idea of being pure and blameless, and the reality is in 

Christ we are pure and blameless. It is truly the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses us 

from all unrighteousness, making us pure and blameless… hagios (hag'-ee-os) or 

saints. It is nothing that I can do, not is it any work of miracles that I can perform. 
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As Paul and the other writers of the New Testament use this name to designate 

Believers in Jesus Christ they speak of their calling: we are called to be saints.  

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and 

deacons.” 

The bishops are the episkopos (ep-is'-kop-os), this is not the guys with the pointed 

hats. That’s not who Paul had in mind at all!! These are those who would be considered 

as overseers or caretakers of the Church – it’s really what we know as elders.  

In Paul’s writings, as well as in the writings of Luke in the book of Acts we find the word 

bishop (the episkopos) is used interchangeably with the word elder or presbuteros 

(pres-boo'-ter-os). The base meaning of presbuteros is simply “elderly” (or someone 

advanced in age), but most often in the Bible we find it carries the meaning of those 

who with the wisdom of age are in a place of overseeing or caring for the flock. These 

are the ones responsible for the spiritual shepherding or pastoring the flock of God. 

The deacons (the diakonos) dealt more with the oversight of the material or physical 

well-being of the Church. We see in the book of Acts, chapter 6 were seven men of 

good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom were appointed to take care of some 

of the physical needs of the Church, thus allowing the Apostles to carry on the work of 

prayer and to the ministry of the word. Although the name is not given at this point, most 

scholars believe these men were the first appointed diakonos (or deacons).     

Paul recognized that both the elders and the deacons were important to the well-being 

of the Church as a whole, thus he addressed each separately, and even distinct from 

the congregation.  

His greeting to them all was typical Pauline –  

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The charis and eirene of God - grace and peace. The order in which Paul always lists 

them is of utmost importance. For if you are desiring the peace of God, you must first 

come to know the grace of God. Only when you fully receive and walk in the grace of 

God, will you come to know the depth of the peace of God. They both work hand and 



9 
 

hand in a Believer’s life. And the come from God the Father and God the Son. 

Inseparable from all eternity past, and through all eternity future: the Father and the 

Son, and grace and peace. 

Philippians 1 
3 
I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 

4 
always in every prayer 

of mine making request for you all with joy,  

Always in every prayer… Perhaps he’s using a hyperbole, but I feel this really is his 

heart in reference to the Philippians. We might use the same phrase when we say, I’m 

continually praying for you or I‘m praying for you all the time…  

But we also see that his prayers are with joy. What is the basis of his joy? 

5 
for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now,  

He has seen them in action in the past, at the beginning of the ministry and now the 

testimony he receives of them a few years later. And with that knowledge comes a 

confidence… 

6 
being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in 

you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 

Paul has great confidence. But look closely. Who is his confidence in?  

Is it the Philippians?  

No, not at all... His confidence is in the fact that God, who had begun the work in their 

lives would be the One who would enable them to continue in the faith. 

Our walk of faith is a God thing... It’s not a David thing or a James thing or a Brenda 

thing. It is God working in us for His glory. Yes, we need to be obedient and usable 

vessels, but the work is all of Christ. 

Paul can rejoice that the Philippians as a whole have been found faithful. As a whole 

they have been ones who were seeking after the Lord and have been found obedient 

even in the pagan culture they were surrounded by. 
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You and I look at our culture and bemoan the fact that worldliness and paganism are on 

the rise. We need to remember that the First Century Church was absolutely immersed 

in the paganism which was so prevalent in the day. 

For you and me to understand this better we would have to imagine being a small group 

of Believers right in the middle of the most wretched and vile portion this present culture 

has to offer. Not only are we placed in the midst of that culture, but we have to make a 

living, buy our food, live our lives and raise a family surrounded by those who were 

completely sold over to the gods of the Greek and Roman culture. Pagan worship and 

profane actions are taking place all around us, in front of our children, and openly on 

every corner.  

You need to realize, we are not too far from that scenario. And knowing that, how then 

shall we live?   

How do we maintain our Christian lives and witness while living in the midst of 

the profane? 

Well, we will look at it more closely next time, but a great direction and plan would be 

found in verses 9-11 

9 
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in 

knowledge and all discernment, 
10 

that you may approve the things that are 

excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 
11 

being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to 

the glory and praise of God. 

Like I said, we won’t go through those tonight, but it gives you a bit of instruction that’s 

needed… needed for all of us in this day and age of pagan lifestyles and profane 

actions taking place all around us, in front of our children, and openly on every corner. 

Let us all: stand strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 

 

 


