
Being Confident of This 
Philippians 1:1-30 

Thank you for being here today or for connecting in online. Over the last couple of 

months, we have had to deal with many challenges in our lives.  

There is no doubt, these are strange times we live in.  

If COVID-19 wasn’t enough, because of the virus your Church is going through 

transition.  

 Transition because we couldn’t meet together for nearly two months;  

 Transition because for a while at least we were an online only ministry;  

 Transition because we don’t have te children’s ministry up and going yet.  

 Transition because we were forced to minister to you in a virtual way rather than 
in a hold your hand, place an arm on your shoulder, hug your neck kind of way. 

 
Then, on top of that, you know that the Church is going through the transition of the 

change of your Senior Pastor, as Tot and I prepare to step into the next chapter or 

phase of our lives.  

I shared with you way back in January that this was the year of transition. Then a couple 

of weeks ago we shared with you that we’ve called Pat Sieler to become the next Senior 

Pastor and that he, his wife Janet, and their three children (and Sprocket the dog) will 

soon be moving to Casa Grande to take on that position.  

It’s not been a secret and many of you know already that Tot and I purchased a home in 

Austin TX and will soon be moving there. Some of you have already heard, but we 

wanted to make it public for all of you that Sunday, June 14th will be my last Sunday 

teaching as Senior Pastor. The following week (the week of the 15th) Tot and I will be 

moving to our new home in Austin.  



As it stands right now, I will maintain the position as Senior Pastor until Pat is able to get 

relocated and established here in Casa Grande. And for right now, that time frame 

appears to be around the first, to the middle of July. I’ll then transfer the responsibility of 

Senior Pastor to him and a few weeks later the Church will have his official Pastoral 

Installation Service. We will keep you informed of the date and time. 

Between the time that Tot and I leave and the time when Pat is able to stand in the 

pulpit, we will be utilizing the pastoral staff and some outside speakers to fill the pulpit 

on Sundays, Wednesdays, and online. I’ll continue to maintain connection with the 

office virtually and on the phone as the ministry continues to gain speed and recovers 

from our time of COVID-19 separation.  

Our hope is that the ministry will be back to full speed and full capacity by the time Pat 

takes over the reins here at CCCG. 

In the midst of this particular transition and in the time frame we find ourselves in, I 

knew that I would never finish up the book of 1 Kings. As you may have noticed already, 

I have transitioned out of teaching on Wednesday nights, so the series I began as 

Letters from Chains won’t be finished either.  

However, since I had started the book of Philippians, I felt that might be the perfect book 

to finish during my final weeks here at CCCG.  

Counting today and my final week, Tot and I have four weeks left here in Casa Grande. 

It just so happens that there are four chapters in the book of Philippians. 

We hear often that the book of Philippians is a letter of joy and a letter of love. But it is 

also a serious letter of concern to a Church that held a special place in the heart of the 

Apostle Paul.  



Well, after founding this church and pastoring it for 29 years there is a lot of joy and love 

within our hearts as we prepare to leave. But there is also a lingering, serious concern 

we have for your spiritual and emotional well-being. I will be touching on all of those 

over the next few weeks. 

Although Philippians is recognized for not bringing any corrective doctrine to the 

Church, Paul does bring a little correction near the end, dealing with a couple of the 

women - Euodia and Syntyche - but we will deal with that later... 

But over all, Philippians is a sweet letter...  

From a loving Pastor...  

To an established Church...  

Doing the right stuff...  

And I’m happy to be able to teach it as we go through these last four weeks together. 

Pray with me as we get into that letter... 

1 
Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ 

Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 
2 
Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul, is under house arrest in Rome and at this point Timothy is with him. Timothy, his 

faithful son in the faith and prodigy in the ministry. Paul includes him as he sends 

greetings to this church that was begun during Paul’s second missionary journey. It’s 

back in Acts 16 where we get the beginnings of the Church of Philippi. There we get the 

background of Lydia, the woman in Philippi who sold purple garments and her 

household, as well as the Philippian jailer and his family, all of whom were among the 

first converts and members of the Church there in Philippi.  



As we’ve study recently in the beginnings in the book of Acts, the beginnings of the 

Church were difficult, but God worked so many miraculous events.  

As I look back through the 29 years, time would limit me to be able to share with you 

all the ways God’s hand moved in the miraculous... 

I love how Paul addresses the Church, “to all the saints” – these are the ones who are 

being sanctified by the work and Spirit of Jesus in their lives; “with the bishops and 

deacons” these are those in areas of responsibility within the Church Body. He speaks 

of the bishops or the Elders – the ones with leadership responsibility; then he speaks 

of the deacons or those who have a ministry of service to the Body.  

He’s not wanting at leaving anyone out.  

3 
I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 

4 
always in every prayer 

of mine making request for you all with joy, 
5 
for your fellowship in the 

gospel from the first day until now, 
6 
being confident of this very thing, that 

He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of 

Jesus Christ;  

7 
just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my 

heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of 

the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. 
8 
For God is my witness, 

how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 

What I see here is the fact that this Fellowship impacted the whole of Paul’s life – 

heart, soul, and mind.  

3 
every remembrance of you..., 

4 
in every prayer of mine... making request 

for you all with joy..., 
6 
being confident of this very thing..., 

7 
it is right for 

me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart..., 
8 
For God is 

my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus 

Christ. 



Even absent from them, Paul had a tremendous amount of care and concern for this 

Body of Believers, and he wasn’t ashamed to express it.  

Then, right in the midst of it all, we find this incredible, powerful promise  in verse 6 as 

Paul reminds them how even in the midst of all the struggles the individuals and the 

Church as a whole were going through and even in those things they have yet to 

experience; Paul knew that what God had begun in their lives, He would continue: 

He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 

Christ. 

Church, God doesn’t begin a work that He, Himself is not willing and able to finish.   

And Paul had great confidence, not in the abilities of the Philippians, but in the ability of 

Jesus Christ to complete what He had begun in their individual lives and in the life of the 

Church. 

This was a Church birthed under the authoritarianism of the pagan Roman 

government. Roman had no good feelings toward Christianity... and it was going to get 

worse before it got better... 

I look at CCCG and I have this same strong encouragement:  

Through COVID-19 and maybe 20...,  

Through pastoral transition...,  

Through the changes going on in the world and our nation...  

Though Republican rule…  

Through Democrat rule… 

Even through Socialism;  



He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 

Christ.  

Church, keep your eyes focused on Jesus:  

 Trust fully and completely in His might and in His power...  

 Trusting in His plans and purposes for the fulfillment of the Gospel...,  

 Trusting in His great love for you...,  

You will see His hand continue to work and move in this place, through this fellowship, 

and in you life: all for His glory. 

9 
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in 

knowledge and all discernment, 
10 

that you may approve the things that are 

excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 
11 

being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to 

the glory and praise of God. 

Over and over through the years the overriding theme of the responses I receive from 

those who visit this fellowship is the love and affection they feel from you and 

among you. You are a caring fellowship. A care that reaches outside of your comfort 

zones may times. A care that touches the hearts of many who have faced rejection from 

others. The love of Christ flows through your lives. 

Within this fellowship there is such a wide array of personality types and experiences. 

Many within the fellowship are rough around the edges, but you have a heart of gold. 

We’re on extreme ends of some political issues, yet I’ve seen where those things were 

laid aside in order that you would be able to minister with one another, minister to 

one another, and continue to love one another.  

In this fellowship we call CCCG, there’s no doubt our spiritual experiences run the 

gamut of theological doctrines.  



We have some of you who are very Reformed in your theology and some who are 

very Charismatic..., then everything in between.  

We have those of you who have grown up in very formal church settings and some 

whose past experiences were very informal and laid back. Some of you have grown 

up in House Church settings.  

On the essentials we agree, but on the non-essentials, through the years you’ve 

continued to show great grace to one another. The fruits of righteousness are 

apparent as you meet in Men’s studies, Women’s studies, Home group Bible studies 

and discipleship classes… Youth ministries and Children’s ministries. I’ve seen you 

through the years as you reach out to your neighbors, friends, and family; 

demonstrating Christ to the world around you.        

Paul continues on by bringing to mind his current situation as a prisoner of Rome – 

12 
But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me 

have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 
13 

so that it has 

become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my 

chains are in Christ; 
14 

and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become 

confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without 

fear. 

15 
Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from 

goodwill: 
16 

The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, 

supposing to add affliction to my chains; 
17 

but the latter out of love, 

knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 
18 

What then? 

Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; 

and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

Isn’t it amazing when we begin to see things from heaven’s perspective. The enemies of 

the Gospel sought to imprison or execute Paul, yet the Lord had plans to extend the 

Gospel even to Caesars household… 



For us, COVID closed the Church doors, but then the Gospel went out even stronger on 

the internet and airwaves. What wwe’ve seen for us personally and the reports from 

churches all across the nation is the increase of connections on the internet. Many are 

first time listeners or first time connections…  

And so even Paul, he has this great encouragement, even in the times of trials... 

19 
For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer 

and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
20 

according to my earnest 

expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all 

boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, 

whether by life or by death.  

21 
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

What an attitude of the heart and spirit... 

22 
But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet 

what I shall choose I cannot tell. 
23 

For I am hard-pressed between the 

two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.  

Paul knew that to be absent from the body would mean he would be present with 

the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8). That is the hope and confidence of every Believer  

24 
Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 

25 
And 

being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with 

you all for your progress and joy of faith, 
26 

that your rejoicing for me 

may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

What an attitude: under house arrest, chained to a Roman guard, yet Paul continues to 

look to see how he could be a blessing to others,  

27 
Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 

come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you: 

a) stand fast in one spirit,  

b) with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,  



c) 
28 

and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a 

proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.  

29 
For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in 

Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 
30 

having the same conflict which you 

saw in me and now hear is in me. 

Being a Believer in Jesus Christ doesn’t guarantee an easy life and a comfortable ride. 

On the contrary, once you and I came to Christ we set our selves of as targets...  

Trials and attacks shouldn’t surprise us... 

We are called to be faithful to the Lord, His Word and His calling in our lives. Wherever 

that calling leads you, you need to be found in Him: complete, whole and obedient. 

 


