
All In God’s Design 

Luke 19:28-44 

Have you ever been to the symphony. A symphony with a full orchestra and maybe a 

massive choir? 

All that is involved in the preparation and performance can’t be imagined unless you’ve 

been a part of the prep and performance... 

According to the Oxford Dictionary a symphony is an elaborate musical composition for 

full orchestra, typically in four movements. 

This morning, I want to speak a bit about a master symphony composition that we are 

all a part of. 

The rehearsals had been played out thousands of times previously, yet each of those 

were only the pattern, example, or prototype of what was to be the real and complete 

presentation.  

You need to understand, none of this would be by surprise or accident; there’d be no 

improvisations. The Composer, who was also the conductor is well ahead of each 

player. He is the One, the only one with intimate knowledge of each one’s part. In His 

mind, He has seen it already played out. He was keenly aware of each nuance of 

sound, each resolution, and every crescendo long before they were actually played out.  

Some of the movements would have the great noise of massive choral accompaniment, 

singing with, or at times against the main theme of the whole. Other sections would be 

played out as a woeful and tragic solo, as well as those times of an overpowering 

rhapsody filled with majesty and beauty. 

But the beauty of the arrangement was encased in the tragedy of the presentation.  

The majesty and the glory of it all could never be fully experienced unless you 

comprehended the depth of the tension and essential pain needed to bring about the 

fullness of the whole of this heaven birthed composition.  



The need had been there for years, thousands of years, literally from the very beginning 

of humanity. As man’s sin brought about the tragedy of all souls becoming separated 

from a loving Creator. Yet, the Great Composer understood that this was only the 

opening score of the entire composition.  

In eternity past God… what a great assurance that is for us. God, who dwells in 

eternity – outside of time and space – it was God, Himself who wrote the composition. 

Borrowing from the words of Albert J. Barnes:  

God, who dwells in the ever present now, in eternity past saw everything future; 

He knows what He will accomplish; He has a plan; and all His works are so 

arranged in His mind, that He sees all things distinctly and clearly. As He foretold 

(through the Prophets), it was a part of His plan; and as it was a part of His plan 

long since foretold, it should never be opposed and resisted by us. 

So, what is there that would, or could ever catch Jehovah, God by surprise?  

Nothing! 

For some composers, the entire symphony is within their mind before they begin to write 

a single note. They can “hear” the strings and “feel” the vibration of the timpani long 

before the score is even written. 

Within the mind of God, the need for a Savior for mankind was known well before He 

began to create the world. In the mind and for the purposes of God, Jesus Christ, the 

Lamb of God was slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8). Even as 

Jesus took upon Himself human flesh, the one and only purpose of His earthly sojourn 

was the cross. 

We..., you and I, we need to recognize that our lives are a portion of God’s great plan, 

we are a part of the fullness of His composition, a plan that continues even today:  

 At the Fall a covering was prepared, 

 Throughout the Old Testament He put a system of sacrifices in place,  

 He was the One who gave Israel the Tabernacle and later the Temple as a place 

to come and experience His power and Presence,  



 The prophets down through the ages proclaimed His plan over and over, 

 Then birth of Jesus Christ was the perfect sacrifice, he willingly laid down His life, 

presenting Himself as the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the whole world (1 John 2:2). 

 The tragedy of the Son of Man having to suffer many things, and be rejected by 

the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed. But after that, after 

three days rising again. (Mark 8:31)  

 Each of these as movement within the great symphony of God’s plan and 

purpose,  

 All of this, in order that we – you and I – might experience the glory and the 

majesty of being forgiven and eternally in His presence. As He told us, "I will 

come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 

also” (John 14:3).  

 As we await His return, we wait in the fullness of the promise of His Word: 

Knowing that any day now, “the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with 

a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And 

the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 

thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with 

these words.” (1Th 4:16-18) 

Are you waiting for that Day? 

Are you living in expectation of that Day? 
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As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on that young colt, even as the crowds of people were 

singing out their loud “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Blessed be the King of Israel”, He understood that they really had no understanding 

of the fullness of the events about to take place. 

As the people were proclaiming Him as King, I believe that in the heart and mind of 

Jesus, He was fully anticipating the day that was yet to come, the day when He would 

come back again.  

`In the midst of this temporary praise, I believe He was anticipating the time when, as 

Paul write to the Philippians, “at the name of Jesus every knee (WILL) bow, of those 

in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

(Philippians 2:10-11) 

Those in Jerusalem on that day, thought they were about to experience the great 

climax of God’s plan. They were looking for a physical, earthly King to remove the 

oppression of the Romans.  

What they didn’t understand was the great climax was yet to happen. King Jesus wasn’t 

there on that day to simply fix their temporary problems, He had come to bring the 

fullness of the payment for their eternal problems.  

The eternal problem of all men, everywhere.  

Now, don’t get me wrong. This was a powerful day. It was a day that had been foretold 

by the Prophet Daniel in chapter 9. Daniel had been held in captivity in Babylon for 66 

years at this point. It was during a time of prayer and seeking the Lord as Daniel was 

asking the Lord for an understanding of the words of Jeremiah the Prophet who had 

prophesied that the time of Israel’s exile would be 70 years.  

As he was seeking the Lord, Gabriel the Angel of the Lord appeared to Daniel and gave 

him some understanding. 

Now at this point your asking, “What does Daniel have to do with Palm Sunday?” 



Well, you need to hold on here because it actually has everything to do with it. As this 

earlier movement of this portion of this great symphony comes alive, we see how God’s 

plan gets a bit heavy.  

There is a bit of intensity here and in the midst of it all, it is easy to miss the nuances of 

the particulars. Gabriel, the Angel tells Daniel –  

Daniel 9 
24 

"Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to 

finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for 

iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and 

prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. 
25 

Know therefore and understand, 

that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem 

until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. 

26 
"And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah (Jesus Christ) shall be cut off, but 

not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come (the Roman 

soldiers) shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with 
a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined." 

This prophecy of Gabriel’s is one of the most powerful and most debated portions of 

Old Testament Prophecy literature. We could literally spend days upon this section. 

But..., I don’t want you to lose the flow of the composition by being bogged down in the 

details at this time.  

Just follow with me as I share with you what many men (men much smarter than I will 

ever be) have calculated the time and day of the command found in Nehemiah 2, 

(command to restore and build Jerusalem). That command to rebuild the city walls 

of Jerusalem was given by Artaxerxes on March 5, 444B.C. (now remember that day). 

Through further calculations in determining the seven weeks and the sixty-two weeks, 

with each week being a “week of years” or seven years. The time frame now being 69 

weeks or 69 x 7 years equals 483 years. Now, without going into all the details: the time 

being all tallied up, the 483 years from March 5, 444 B.C. brings us to March 30, 

A.D. 33.  



Those same biblical scholars have also determined that this was the very day that 

Jesus came riding into Jerusalem on the back of a young colt, as the people declared, 

“Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” which is a clear 

Messianic declaration from Psalm 118.  

This was all at the precise time of God’s design. 

As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on that Spring day, the crowds were ecstatic. There was 

already an anticipation throughout the nation that Messiah could come at any time. 

Many feel that those who had studied the Old Testament Prophecies were waiting in 

anticipation for the coming of Messiah. 

But Luke tells us in Luke 19, that the teachers of the Law fought against it. Beginning in 

verse 39   

Luke 19 
39 

And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, "Teacher, 

rebuke Your disciples." 
40 

But He answered and said to them, "I tell you that 
if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out." 

 

Ha, ha. That would have been the first ever rock concert right? 

41 
Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 

42 
saying, "If you 

had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for 
your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 

Especially in this your day … the day that had been foretold by the Angel Gabriel. The 

Day that had been orchestrated by God the Father. The Day that they were thinking 

was going to be the end of temporary oppression. But God had planned for this to be 

the Day of His full revelation. Not as a worldly King, but as their eternal King. 

They thought this was the climax of the Father’s composition, they were anticipating the 

great crescendo of the final notes. But, what they were missing was that there was a 

much greater movement in this heavenly symphony yet to be played out. 

 



Let’s take a time to enter back into worship as we consider the greatness of 

the promises of God being played out before the world, as Jesus rides into 

Jerusalem. 

As Jesus arrived in Jerusalem on the day prophesied by Gabriel the Angel in the book 

of Daniel, the vast majority of all the people missed it. Even the disciples were still 

looking for an Earthly type Kingdom and King.  

As John tells us, “Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it…” 

Jesus knew and fully understood the Father’s complete plan. He knew that there would 

be great suffering taking place because their eyes were blinded by their own 

misunderstanding, misconception, and false devotion.  

His heart’s cry for Israel was "If you had known, even you, especially in this your 

day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  

And then Jesus, Himself prophesied about their future:  

Luke 19 
43 

"For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an 

embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 
44 

and 

level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not 

leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of 

your visitation." 

And sure enough, less than forty years later, the Roman armies under the command of 

Titus came into Jerusalem, completely destroying the Temple and the city . According to 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, over a million people were murdered at that point, with 

multitudes being enslaved and only a few escaping. 

This was truly one of the darker portions of the great symphony of Almighty God.  

So hard to comprehend it. So much suffering and so much loss.  



Some would look to God and ask why He would allow such a thing. But the problem is, 

just like many people down through the ages, and even those in the world today, we’re 

asking the wrong questions. 

The questions we should be asking is, “Why would You care so much for us: we’ve 

rejected you, we’ve turned our back on you, we’ve cursed You and blasphemed You 

Holy Name? Why would you care so much for us, that You would send Jesus to be the 

payment for our sin. 

As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Sunday, almost 2000 years ago, He didn’t ride in to 

receive a crown; He road in to receive and bear a cross. A cross that you and I 

deserved. 

So, was it really and truly a “Triumphant Entry”?  

Absolutely, but not in the way most look at it. It was triumphant because He was 

fulfilling the plans and the directions of the Father. His part in the composition was 

the fulfillment of all that had declared before Him and the making of sense of all that 

would follow.  

He triumphed in obedience in order that you and I could be a part of the great OPUS 

OF GOD.  

But looking beyond that Sunday and His entry into Jerusalem, there is a greater 

triumph coming. There is a deeper victory that will be won… and that’s in the Garden. 

And we will look at that on Wednesday evening. 

Let me leave you with this today: 

Has the Lord Jesus come to you and is He through the Holy Spirit calling you to come 

and follow Him? Is today YOUR day of visitation, and do your eyes see it? 

Or for you as a believer in Christ, does the variety of the movement of God’s 

composition worry you? Are you stressing out because you can’t understand the all that 

is taking place in this fallen world? 



Trust the Composer, for the fullness of His Masterpiece can never be explained on our 

level. That’s what faith truly is… 

"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than 
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9)        

Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God has prepared for those who love Him." (1 Corinthians 2:9) 

 

 

 

 

 


