
Jesus in Our Midst 

Matthew 8, Mark 4, Luke 8 

With all necessary apologizes to William Shakespeare, and with a slight twist, I do 

believe we could agree with the words, “Now is the Spring of our discontent... with the 

hopes that the summer’s glorious sun might drive this dreadful plague away.”  

There is no doubt that each of us have been affected by the virus. Some directly and 

some indirectly. Many have thoughts about the virus being nothing but a politically 

motivated circus act trying to outplay the Center Ring. While others are fearful 

beyond reason.  

The reality is the truth lies in the balance.  

Should we ignore the warnings? I think that would be totally foolish. 

Should we be fearful? No, that would be taking faith completely out of the equation. 

What we need is to have a healthy respect and concern for the danger of the virus – 

it is real, and people are dying from it. But we, as followers of Jesus Christ need to have 

the fulness of faith, surrounded by peace, and covered by the knowledge that our 

God is still in control. He’s always in control, even when our lives seem totally out of 

control. 

 Jesus is in our midst. 

Beloved, the Covid-19 virus may be world-wide, but remember our God still holds the 

world and all of creation in His hands.    

One of my favorite events in the life of Jesus doesn’t get much real estate in the 

Gospel records when compared to some of the others, like say the Sermon on the 

Mount which gets three whole chapter in the Gospel according to Matthew or His birth 

and early life that gets 2 chapters in Matthew and two in Luke, with each one sharing 

the event from different perspectives.  



The event I’m speaking of is the time when Jesus was with the Twelve in a boat 

crossing the Sea of Galilee, headed to the area of Gadera.  

Although the event doesn’t cover very many verses, it is recorded in all three of what 

they call the synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark and Luke.  

In Matthew’s report, the event is only five verses long, in Mark’s account he uses 

seven verses. And in Luke’s version we read the entirety in just four verses.  

And yet, as short as the accounts are, the impact and lessons we get from this event 

are extremely powerful, touching what I believe is an important lesson for all of us 

during this, “Our Spring of discontent...” 

Because of the shortness of the scriptural accounts, and because of some 

particular nuances that each writer brings out, I’m going to take the time this morning 

to read all three. Then I’m going to combine them together with the differences brought 

in to make the fulness of the story as a whole. 

I invite you to turn or connect into your Bible at Matthew 8, Mark 4 and Luke 8 – 

Let’s pray again, shall we? 

Matthew 8:23-27 

23 
Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. 

24 
And suddenly 

a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. 

But He was asleep. 
25 

Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, 

“Lord, save us! We are perishing!” 
26 

But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” Then He 

arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 
27 

So the 

men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey 

Him?” 
 
 
Mark 4:35-41 

35 
On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us cross 

over to the other side.” 
36 

Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him 

along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 
37 

And a 



great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already 

filling. 
38 

But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and 

said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” 
39 

Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be 

still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 
40 

But He said to them, 

“Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” 
41 

And they feared 

exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and 

the sea obey Him!” 
 
 
Luke 8:22-25 

22 
Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His 

disciples. And He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.” 

And they launched out. 
23 

But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm 

came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy. 
24 

And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are 

perishing!” 

Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they 

ceased, and there was a calm. 
25 

But He said to them, “Where is your faith?” 

And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, “Who can this 

be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!” 
 
 
 
Now, using Luke 8:22-25 as the base, I’m going to add in elements from Matthew 8 and 

Mark 4 

22 
Now it happened, on a certain day, (

35 
when evening had come,) that He 

got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, (
35 

“Let us cross over to 

the other side...) to the other side of the lake.”  

And they launched out. (
36 

Now when they had left the multitude, they took 

Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him) 
23 

But as they sailed, He fell asleep... (
38 

in the stern..., asleep on a pillow...).  

And (
24 

suddenly) a windstorm (
24 

a great tempest arose) came down on the 

lake, (
37 

and the waves beat into the boat) (
24 

so that the boat was covered with 

the waves) and they were filling with water and were in jeopardy. 
24 

And they 

came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, (
25 

Lord, save us we are 

perishing!) (
38 

Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?)” 



Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water (
39 

and 

said to the sea, “Peace, be still!). And they ceased, and (
26 

there was a great 

calm). 
25 

But He said to them, “Where is your faith? (
40 

Why are you fearful, O 

you of little faith?)” 

And they were afraid (
41 

they feared exceedingly), and marveled, saying to 

one another, “Who can this be? For He commands even the winds (
41 

and the 

sea), and they obey Him!” 
 

I don’t know about you, but I see ME all over this passage. The fact is, the lessons we 

can learn from this event ought to carry all of us throughout all of life and every storm 

we will ever go through.  

But just like the School of Grace that Pat Sieler spoke about last week, all too often we 

need to go back and repeat the lessons don’t we? 

I feel like the guy who said the toughest three years of his life was fourth grade. 

Don’t leave me hanging here, somebody say “Amen.” 

Let’s look at the entirety of what taking place here. Jesus had been teaching the 

multitudes in the area of Capernaum, along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, teaching 

them through many parables. And then in the midst of all of this, His family comes and 

tries to pull Him away.  

During His time there in Capernaum, Jesus had healed Peter’s mother-in-law of a 

severe fever, cast out demons from several and healed many other sick people. And 

Mark tells us, 

35 
On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us cross 

over to the other side.” 

Now right there is a major point of this whole message. Jesus had full intent of getting 

those guys to the other side. Now some might say, “Whoa, the other side means 

heaven, right?” No, Luke made it clear, the other side of the lake. Guys if Jesus has a 

plan to do something in our lives, do you really think that a little storm could stop the 

King of kings? He said, let’s go to the other side of the lake, and to the other side they 



were going to go. Might be some storms in the middle, but they will make it to the other 

side... of the lake. If you read on, Jesus had plans and purposes to fulfill on the other 

side. 

So, they left the multitude and Mark tells us, a bunch of other little boats were also 

with Him. We don’t know much about these guys, but we will return to them in a bit. 

Luke and Mark give us a bit of clarity about the earlier part of the voyage. First of all, we 

know it was evening. And secondly, depending upon the wind, it could very easily have 

taken them several hours to get across the lake. Luke tells us as they sailed, (Jesus) 

fell asleep... Hey, it was evening, the hour was getting late and Jesus had been 

ministering to people all day. 

But Mark brings out the fact that He wasn’t just leaning against the mast taking a little 

snooze. No Mark tells us He was
 
in the stern..., asleep on a pillow... This not only 

speaks of the humanity of Jesus, but it also speaks of the peace that was in His spirit. 

And the fact is, He knew what was going to happen... “But before that, I’m going to get 

some rest.” 

And (
24 

suddenly) a windstorm (
24 

a great tempest arose) came down on the 

lake, (
37 

and the waves beat into the boat) (
24 

so that the boat was covered 

with the waves) and they were filling with water and were in jeopardy. 

The storms on the Sea of Galilee can come up just that quick. The winds from the 

Mediterranean Sea move through breaks in the mountains and dump right out onto the 

Sea of Galilee. Matthew tells us a great tempest arose. The word he uses there for 

tempest is where we get our word seismic. On land the power of this storm would have 

been like an earthquake. No gentle sailing breeze here folks. 

And these seasoned sailors, having spent their lives on the sea of Galilee, understood 

they were in danger -- the boat was covered with the waves and they were filling 

with water and were in jeopardy.  When Luke uses the word jeopardy, he is 

speaking of a situation in danger of having loss of life. The danger was real.        



Folks, there is no doubt that I this life, we will go through times of great peril. The 

question comes in how we deal with those times of trouble. 

SONG 

 

 

We are in a world infected by the entrance of sin at the Fall of Adam and Eve. We 

continue to carry that infection through our human nature and the choices of our lives. 

Our sin and the consequences of the Fall infect all those around us. But for this infection 

there is a cure.  

As a matter of fact, God in His providential care and wisdom planned for the cure long 

before the infection came upon us. That cure is faith in the sacrifice of Christ on our 

behalf. There is only one of two outcomes from this infection. Eternal death by rejecting 

the offer of God’s forgiveness through Christ or eternal life by the grace of God through 

faith in Christ. 

How are you dealing with this “time of trouble”? 

How foolish it is that some seek to blame God rather than cast their lives at His feet. As 

a matter of fact, in Mark’s account we read where the disciples woke the Lord out of His 

sleep and asked the very pointed question, Teacher, do You not care that we are 

perishing? 

What they didn’t realize is that Jesus was able to have rest and perfect peace during the 

middle of the storm, because He trusted the Father implicitly. He knew that there was 

not a sparrow that falls to the ground but that the Father knows and cares about it. 

That’s how Jesus was able to have peace in the midst of the storm... a storm that was 

so severe and intense that the boat was covered with the waves and they were 

filling with water and were in jeopardy.   



It wasn’t lack of care. It was the fulness of perfect peace. And that my friend is what the 

Lord Jesus wants to give to you in the midst of whatever storm you find yourself in. 

Some today are filled with fear over COVID-19, while others of you may be thinking that 

the virus is the least of your worries. Life itself brings a variety of attacks. Attacks from 

the enemy, from the world, and even our own flesh. How can we find that perfect peace 

and calmness in the midst? By purposefully setting our eyes upon Jesus. 

After the disciples came to Him the Gospel writers tell us “He arose and rebuked the 

wind and the raging of the water (
39 

and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!). And they 

ceased, and (
26 

there was a great calm). 

Mark tells us specifically that Jesus, said to the sea, “Peace, be still! And Matthew 

brings out the fact that following His command, there was a great calm.             

To the battle that rising in your life today, Jesus wants to speak, “Peace, be still!” 

To the fear that’s been controlling your life, Jesus wants to speak, “Peace, be still!” 

To the rage that is flooding your life due to past abuses and broken promises, Jesus 

wants to speak, “Peace, be still!” 

To the anxiety that is continually rolls over you... over and over again, Jesus wants to 

speak, “Peace, be still!”  

As we finish up with this message and this event in the lives of Jesus and His disciples,  

 I want you to clearly see where the problem was.  

 I want you to fully recognize the issue at hand. 

 I want you to be aware of the real battle. 

Look at Jesus’ response to the men, He said to them, “Where is your faith? (
40 

Why 

are you fearful, O you of little faith?)” 



Beloved, the battle that you and I fight every day is the battle of FAITH.  

Isn’t it true that rather it’s the Spring, Summer, Winter, or Fall of our discontent, the 

discontent, fear, and anxiety that fills our life is due to our lack of faith in the mighty 

hand of God and the greatness of His love for us. Yet over and over through His word 

and through the testimony of our own lives and the lives of others around us we have 

seen His might, His power, His faithfulness prove His Word time and time again. 

I think that why each of us can completely connect with the disciples when they saw the 

Power of Christ at work. Once again we experience the greatness of God and once 

again we stand amazed in His presence. 

I close this morning with Isaiah 41:10 and John 14:27 

10 
fear not, for I am with you;  

be not dismayed, for I am your God;  

I will strengthen you, I will help you,  

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

 
Then Jesus speaking, tells His followers,  
27 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
1 

 
As one man has said,  

“When fear knocks at your door, send Faith to answer.” 

 

On Sunday April 19th Pat Sieler did a virtual message on Titus 2 from Canada to the 

body here at CCCG. After many prior meetings of the Board here at CCCG, much 

prayer and several discussions with Pat, both as the whole Board and different 

individual Board members with Pat one on one, this past Monday evening the Board of 

Elders came in full agreement with my decision to extend the call to Pat Sieler as the 

next Senior Pastor of Calvary Casa Grande.   

                                                      
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 14:27. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jn14.27&off=0&ctx=I+have+said+to+you.+~27%C2%A0e%EF%BB%BFPeace+I+leave+w


 

Thus far we have received great positive response and if all goes as planned, the 

Sielers will be in Casa Grande by mid-July. He will take the position as Senior Pastor 

upon arriving, but we would have his official installation a few weeks later… allowing 

them to get settled in and able to welcome any out of town friends and family able to 

attend the service. 

 

From me personally and our Board of Elders, I want to thank each of you for your 

prayers and support during this whole search process and  would ask for your continued 

prayers and support for the upcoming transition.    

 


