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“You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I 
rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying 
down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, 
know it completely. You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.”  Psalm 139:1-6 

Shine Retreats for Hmong teenage girls: 

Imagine these scenarios:  

A Hmong Christian woman has 4 beautiful daughters.  She is told by the villagers that she is 
must be doing something wrong because she has no sons to carry on her husband’s name.  Her 
husband (also a Christian) is seriously contemplating taking a 2nd wife in order to have sons.  She 
is totally exhausted from caring for 4 small children and running the small store in her house.  
She doesn’t want any more children, but her husband insists they must have a son.  They argue 
about this constantly, and the wife is very distraught.   

A 16 year old Hmong girl dropped out of school after 9th grade.  She is told that as a female, she 
must stay at home and work around the house or get a job or go back to school.  She doesn’t 
want to go back to school as she doesn’t see the point of going to school when she’s just going to 
get married anyway.  She has no vision or goal for her life.  She really wishes that she was a boy 
because the boys get to go out and have fun and can stay out a lot, but she gets yelled at when 
she leaves the house for long periods of time and is told that girls just don’t do that.   

A 17 year old Hmong girl is soon to graduate high school.  She wants to be a designer, but her 
parents tell her that she won’t make any money doing that, so they want her to be a teacher 
which is a more secure job.  As a female, she believes she must obey her parents, but she has a 
lot of brothers and sisters and her parents won’t give her money for university because she’s just 
going to get married and become part of someone else’s family.  

A Hmong woman is at the hospital giving birth to her second child, a daughter.  Her first child 
was a boy and her husband and many relatives came to the hospital to be with her and to 
celebrate the birth.  This time she’s all alone.  After all, it’s just a girl.  What’s the point in 
celebrating?   

A Hmong girl graduated from high school and for whatever reason couldn’t decide what to study 
in university. She had accepted Christ while in high school.  She went to work in Bangkok for 1 
year thinking she would be able to save money.  When she realized she couldn’t save a lot of 
money, she came back to her village.  She secretly wanted to go to university, but was afraid.  
(Afraid of what??? Good question.)  A boy her age asked her to marry him.  She got married 
within a month.  (This is normal for many Hmong.) That man was not a Christian.  He is the 



oldest of 10 children and according to Hmong custom she moved into his parents’ house with all 
of his brothers and sisters.  One small house with 13 people.  Her health declined.  She had 2 
children, both daughters, both very sick when they were born and both almost died.  Due to 
family pressure, she started wearing the string bracelets that are worn as protection against evil 
spirits and taking part in spirit ceremonies.  Her husband refused to allow her to attend church 
and wouldn’t allow her out of the house to visit other people very much. She had to obey and 
stay home or suffer the consequences.  She now has a 3rd child, a boy.  She’s very happy because 
now she can stop having children and her husband won’t look for a 2nd wife, at least not right 
away.   

All of these stories are true!!   

If we were talking face to face right now and I asked you:  Where does your worth/value and 
your identity as a person come from?  What would you answer?  I’m asking both men and 
women.  Seriously right now, before God, answer the question.  We say that our worth and value 
comes from God because He created us.  But is that what you really believe in your heart?  Yeah, 
pretty much everyone who is reading this knows what the Bible says about our worth and value 
as a person.  But what do you really believe?  Maybe you believe that your value comes from the 
work you do, your occupation, or your service to God?  If someone says something demeaning to 
you, do you understand that those words DON’T define who you are?  Does your value come 
from having a good income, a nice house, the latest gadgets, what other people think, obedient 
children, etc.?   

When confronted with a list side by side of what society says our value comes from and what 
God says, the 13 girls at this camp saw very clearly the lies they had been believing, and a 
breakthrough occurred.  Those times when, as a teacher, you see the light bulb come on in 
someone’s eyes is an AMAZING time!  There’s nothing like it!  I saw the light bulb come on in 
about 6 of those girls’ eyes that day.  I also saw the girls empowered to use their voice.  When 
they realized that they could say what they were really thinking without being judged or told they 
were wrong, they began to open up, and some healing started to take place.  Three girls said they 
came very discouraged and had absolutely NO ONE in their lives to encourage them.  Then they 
came to the camp, and they have learned some truths that have set them free and they received 
the encouragement that they so desperately wanted.  We also talked about how comparing 
yourself to others is only detrimental.  Each of the girls drew a picture of themselves, and wrote 
3 things that they like about their body and 3 things they like about their personality.  Then we 
taped a piece of paper to their backs and they went around writing good things that they see in 
that person.  For a few of them, it was literally the first time that they saw anything good in 
themselves at all.  



             

Teaching about where our value comes from  Pan, me Sai in front and 13 girls  

   

Small discussion group    affirming each other  

Where is God taking all of this?  I’m not quite sure.  Pan and Sai, the 2 Hmong women that 
helped me teach at this camp said that there is a group of married women in another village that 
want this teaching also.  That would not be in a camp setting, but would be a once a week thing.  
There are 8 lessons in the curriculum, so about 2 months.  I literally feel like I’m just along for 
the ride right now! My heart is not just for the Hmong, but for other hill tribes here in Thailand 
also.  Even though the language and culture of each tribe is different, one common thread is that 
most of the tribal groups here in Thailand don’t value women.  I want to see women empowered 
to use their voice and understand who they are in Christ.     

Pray for: 

*I’m currently tweaking the curriculum to make it more understandable and relatable.  Pray for 
wisdom in that.   

*Protection from the enemy for me, Pan and Sai 



*We will be doing the 2nd and final camp for these 13 girls July 5-7.  Pray for details and 
logistics to be worked out, for the funding and for all 13 girls to come back. 

*Pray that the 13 girls who came to the camp would put into practice what they learned. 

*Pray for open doors at other places according to God’s will 

Training for women from neighboring countries: 

We are currently in preparation for Bible and occupational training as well as a version of Shine 
curriculum specifically for women coming from a neighboring country.  Most of them are 
pastor’s wives and wives of church leaders.  You have helped to provide about 2/3 of the costs 
for passports for 8 of these women to be able to come to the training.  Dates are yet to be set – 
we are waiting for their passports.  The training will most likely be about one week (or just short 
of a week) and will be held at the training center that my team has.   

Pray for: 

*wisdom for these women as they go through all of the red tape in order to get their passports 

* wisdom as I prepare to teach 

*funding for the training 

Praises: 

*June 23-30 I have an opportunity to attend a “Come Away” retreat specifically for missionaries 
to rest and spend time with God.  Pray for God to reveal Himself to me in any way that He wants  

*Pan and Sai whom God has raised up to help in the work 

*The great team that God put me in 

CONTACT INFO: 

Financial Contributions:    

Please make checks payable to Shepherd’s Staff and write my account number 2057 on the “for” 
section of the check.  Send it to:   Shepherd’s Staff  6739 Academy Road, Suite 320, 
Albuquerque, NM 87109  Donations can also be made online.   

Snail Mail address (NOTE: NEW ADDRESS) 

PO Box 18      Chiang Kham,  Payao     Thailand 56110 

Email:  susanmarie777@hotmail.com 


